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Parties to whom it is addreſſed, and the Uni iver- | 4 


ſality of the Subject of which it treats : Containing a 


great Number (if not all) of the . 28 3 


tions and Comforts of a Chriſtian's Th 
the active, ahd paſſive —_— it. 8 iW 
that the Apoſtle's main Deſign is, to arm the A 
ed FJetos againſt all Kinds of Temptations, 
th thoſe of A Hiction, i in the 1ſt Chap. at the 2d 
Verſe, and finful T Verſe 13. And ha- 
ving diſcourſed of two ſpecial Means of ſtrengthen- 
ing them againſt both, ſpeaking to God in Prayer, 
and hearing Gop in his Word, in the two 
laſt Verſes of that Chzp- he recommends, as chief 
Duties of Religion, and ſure Evidences of Inte- 
gri in Religion, -arſt Meekneſs and Moderation, 
chiefly in their Speeches, - and then Charity, and 
Purity in their Actions; inſiſting largely upon the 
latter, in the 2d Chapter, and upon the former, 
the raling of the To — — 
and here towards the End of it he ſhews the 
Spring of Mill e in Speech and Action, 
of righ n 
verſation, Stri es, and Envyings, are the Fruits 
of a baſe Wiſdom oy is Earthiy, Senſual, and 
Deviliſh, Verſe 15. But — Meekneſs, and 


Merch, are the proper Eff, certain — 
— 2 
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except Purity offend them: It is not raging and 
tify boiſterous; It is not only pure, being void F that 
ſeth Mire and Dirt, which the Wicked are ſaid to caſt 
ten I out like the Sea, Iſa. lvii. 20. But peaceable like- 
i wiſe, not ſwelling, and reſtleſs like the Sea as is 
there ſaid ot the Wicked; nor is it only peace- 
able negatively, not offending, but as the Word 
bears e/gmxn pacifick, diſpoſed to make, and ſeek 

Peace, and as it readily offends none, ſo it is not 
© eaſily offended ; it is gentle and moderate, i 
and if offended d eaſily entreated to forgive; 
and as it eaſily paſſeth by Mens Offences, ſo it 
doth not put dy, but looks on their Diſtreſſes, and 
Wants; as full of Compaſſion, as it is free from 
unruly and diſtempered Paſſions, nor reſts it in an 
affecting pany its Mercy is helpful, full of 
Mercy, and good Fruits. It both forgives, and pi - 
ties, and gives without Partiality, and without 
Hypocriſy [ aSazgr@- x; wvrixgile-] The Word 
may as well bear eller Senſe, no leſs ſuiting 
bodk with this Wiſdom, and theſe its other Qua- 
1 lities: That is, not taking upon it a cenſorious 
„ Diſcerning and Judging of others : They that 
. have moſt of this Wiſdom, are leaſt rigid to 
7 
4 
| 
ö 
| 


thoſe that have leſs of it; I know no better Evi- 
dence of Strength in Grace, then to bear much 
with thoſe that are weak in it. And laſtly, as it 
fpares the Infirmities of others, ſo it makes not 
falſe and vain Shews of its own Excellencies, It is 
without Hypocriſy. This denies two Things, 
both Diſſimulation and Oſtentation; the Art of 
Ong, is no Part of this Wiſdom and for 
the other, Oftentation, ſurely the Air of Applauſe 
is too light a Purchaſe for ſolid Wiſdom. © The 
Works of this Wiſdom may be ſeen," yea they 
ſhould be ſeen, — — be now and then 
commended ; but they ſhould not be done for that 
low End, either to be ſeen or to be — 


— 


0 SeRMonson _ 

ſurely no, the Wiſdom being of ſo noble Ex- t 
traction, having deſcended from Heaven, will be 
little careful for the Eſtimation of thoſe that are of | 
the Earth, and are but too often. of the Earth, 
earthly. ne bas | | 
Tus Sabject, Wiſdom from above, requires our ä6 
firſt Conſideration ; next the excellent Quality that | 


4e from above] TazRE-are. two Things in 


at: There is the general Term of Wiſdom com- 
mon to diverſe Sorts of Wiſdom, though moſt emi- 
nently, and truly belonging to this. Then there 
is the Original of this Wiſdom, ſerving as its Diſ- | 
ference to diſtinguiſh it from all the reſt, /Yi/dom | 
from above. Wiſdom, in the general, is a very plau- 
ſible Word among Men; who is there that would 
not willing als for wiſe ? Yea often thoſe that are 
leaſt of all ſuch, are moſt defirous to be accounted 
ſuch, and where this fails them, they ufually make 
up that Want in their on Conceit, and ftrong O- 
_ Pinion. Nor do Men only thus love the ion 
of Wiſdom, but they naturally deſire to be wiſe, as 
they do to be happy yet through corrupt Nature! 
Blinereſs, they do as naturally miſtake and fall 
ſhort both of the one and the other, and being once 
wrong, the more Pro | 
ther out of the Way. 


SER To YA $3 i588} ,notetines 0 <waftio ers 
Ovn Apoſtle, Ver. 15. ſpeaking of that wicked 
Wisdom, chat is fruitful of Wrongs, Striſes, and 
Debates, and that is only abufively, to be! called 
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three notable Characters, Earthly, Natural, and 
Deviliſb, which though they be here jointly attri- 
buted to one and the ſame Subject, yet we may 
make Uſe of them to ſignify fome Differences of 
IX falſe Wiſdom. There is 2 Infernal, or Due 
. X77 Wiſdom, proper for contrivin ing Cruelties, and 
preſſions, or ſubtil Shifts, and Deceits, that make 
Atheiſm a main Baſis and Pillar of State Policy; 
Such are _— that deviſe Miſchief upon their Beds, 
Mich. ii. s is Serpentine Wiſdom, not joined 
with, but moſt polity io tothe Dove-like Simplicity. 
There is an Earthly Wiſdom that draws not fo 
deep in Impiety, as that other, yet is ſufficient to 
keep a Man out of all Acquaintance with Gop, 
and drawing his Eye perpetually downwards, em- 
ploying him in the Purſuit of ſuch Thin 
cannot fill the Soul, except it be with Angui 5 
Vexation. That Dexterity of gathering Riches, 
where it is not attended with the Chriſtian Art of 
right uſing them, abaſes Mens Souls, and indiſ- 
poſes them wholly for this iſdom that is from a- 
bove. There is a natural Wiidom far more plau- 
ſible than the other two, more harmlefs than that 
helliſh Wiſdom, and more refined than that earth- 
ly Wiſdom, yet no more able to make Man holy. 
and happy than they ; Natural, it is theWord the 
Apoſtle St. Paul uſeth, 1 Cor. ii. ame vxu@-, na- 
ming the natural Man his better Part, his 
Soul; intimating that the Soul, even in the high- 
eſt Faculty of it, the Underſtanding, and that in 
the higheſt Pitch of Excellency to which Nature 
can raiſe it, is blind in ſpiritual Objects; Thin 
that are above it, cannot be known but by a We 
dom from above, Nature neither affords this Wiſ- 
dom, nor can of itſelf acquire it. This is to ad- 
vertiſe us, that we miſtake not Morality and com- 
mon Knowledge even of Divine Things, for the 
Wiſdom that is from above. This may raiſe a _ 
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| high above the Vulgar, as the Tops of the higheſt 


ountains leave the Valleys below them; yer is it Wt 


ſtill as far ſhort of true ſupernatural Wiſdom, as 
the higheſt Earth is of the higheſt Sphere. There 
is one main Point of the Method of this Wiſdom 
that is of moſt hard Digeſtion to a natural Man, 
and the more naturally wiſe he be, the worſe he 
likes it, IF any Man would be Wiſe, let bim become 
@ Fool that he may become Wiſe, 1 Cor. iii. 18. | 
There is nothing gives Nature a greater Prejudice 
inſt Religion than this initial Point of Selt-deni- 
. WhenMen of eminent Learning, or the ſtrong | 
Politicians, hear, that if they will come to Chriſt, | 
they muſt renounce their own Wiſdom to be fit for his, | 
many of them go away as forrowful as the young 
Man, when he heard of ſelling all his Goods and | 
giving them to the Poor. ay. i 


Jesvs CHRIST is that eternal and ſubſtantial 
Wiſdom that came from above, to deliver Men 
from periſhing in their effected Folly. St. Paul calls 
Him the M iſdom of GoD. That ſhews his Excel- 
lency in Himſelf, and he tells us that He is mad: 
ef Go our Wiſdom. That ſhews his Uſefulneſs 
to us. And by Him alone is this infuſed / iſdom 
from above, conveyed to us; In Him are hid the 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, Col. ii. 3. 
And from his Fuineſs (if at all) we all receive Grace 

or Grace; and of all Graces, firſt ſome Meaſures 
of this Wiſdom, without which no Man can know 
himſelf, much leſs can he know Gon. Now 
this ſupernatural Wiſdom hath in it both Specula- 
tion and Prudence. It is contemplative, and prac - 
tical. Theſe two muſt not be ſeparated, J W:/- 
dem dwell with Prudence, Prov. viii. 12. This 
Wiſdom in its contemplative Part reads Chri/t 
much, and diſcovers in Him a new World of hid- 
den Excellencies unknown to this old World. But 
* they 
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3 they are hid, and no Eye ſees them, but that 15 


which is enlightened with this Wiſdom : But 
when the renewed Underſtanding of a Chriſtian is 
once initiated into this Study, it both grows daily 
more and more apprehenſive, and Chri/t becomes 


more communicative of Himſelf, and makes the 


Soul acquainted with the amiable Countenance of 
his Father in Him reconciled. Ne Man hath ſeen 
Gop at any Time, the only begotten Son which is in 
the Boſom of the Father, He hath declared Him, 
John. i, 18. What Wonder if the unlettered and 
deſpiſed Chriſtian know more of the Myſteries of 
Heaven, than the Naturaliſt, though both wiſe 
and learned? Chri/ admits the Believer into his 
Boſom, and He is in the Boſom of the Father. 
But withal know, that all this Knowledge though 
ſpeculatively high, yet deſcends to Practice; as it 
learns what GoD is, ſo it thence teacheth Man, 


what he ſhould be: This Wiſdom flows from 


Heaven, and a Heavenly Converſation flows from 
it, as we find it here Charactered by theſe practi · 
al Graces of Purity, Peace, Meekneſs. | 


Tris Wiſdom repreſents to us, the Purity of 
Gop's Nature. It gives the Soul an Eye to ſee 
the Comelineſs and Beauty of Purity, as the Phi- 
loſopher ſaid of Virtue, to the Endit might be lov- 


<d, he would wiſh no more but that it could be 


ſeen. And as it thus morally perſuades, ſo b 

an inſenſible Virtue it aſſimilates the Soul to Chriſi: 
It alſo produces all the Motives to Holineſs, and 
Obedience; it begets theſe precious Qualities in 
the Soul, it giveth a Chriſtian a View of the 
matchleſs Virtues that are in Chr, and ftirs him 
up to a diligent, though imperfect Imitation of 


them; it fets before us Chriſt's ſpotleſs Purity, in 


whoſe Mouth there was no Guile, and ſo invites us 
to Purity; it repreſents the perpetual Calmneſs of 
Vol. XXXV. B bis 


And 2 Theſ. i. 8. Not knowing 
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his Spirit, that no Tempeſt could reach to diſturb 
it; in his Mouth there was no contentious Noiſe, 
his Voice was not heard in the Streets, and this 
recommends Peaceableneſs, and Gentleneſs, and 
ſo in the reſt here mentioned. | 


Hence I conceive it is evident, that oſs Ig- 


norance cannot conſiſt with the Truth of eligion, 


much leſs can it be a Help and Advantage to it. 
I ſhall never deny that a falſe ſuperfiitious Religion 
ſtands in Need of it; not too much Scripture 


_ Wiſdom for the People: The Pomp of that vain 


Religion, like Court Maſks, ſhews beſt by Can- 
dle-light: Fond Nature likes it well; the 52 of 
ſpiritual Wiſdom would diſcover its Impoſture too 
clearly. But to let their foul Devotion paſs, (for 
ſuch it muſt needs be, that is born of fo black a 
Mother as Ignorance) let this Wiſdom at leaſt be 
juſtified of theſe that pretend to be her Children, 
It is lamentable that amongſt us, where Know- 
ledge is not withheld, Men ſhould through Sloth 
and Love of Darkneſs, deprive themſelves of it. 
What Abundance of almoſt brutiſh Ignorance is 
amongſt the People? And thence Uncleanneſs, 
and all Manner of Wickedneſs; a Darkneſs that 
both hides and increaſeth Impurity : What is the 
Reaſon of ſo much Impiety, and Iniquity in all 
Places; but the Want of the Knowledge of Gon ? 

505 Chri/t, 
and not ing his Goſpel are joined together. 
It will be found true, that where there is no Obe- 
dience, there is no right Knowledge of Chrift : 
But out of all Queſtion where there is not a Com- 
petency of Knowledge, there can be no Obedi- 
ence ; and as theſe two lodge together, ſo obſerve 
what attends them both. Fe ſhall come in flaming 


Fire to render Vengeance on them that know not Go 7 
. i 


and that obey not the Goſpel of our Loxp Jzsus 
Chri/t. "Pp 1 


AND if there be any that think to ſhroud unpun- 
iſhed amongſt the Thickets of Ignorance, even a- 
midſt the Means of Knowledge, take Notice of 
| this, though it may hide the Deformity of Sin 
from your own Sight for a Time, it cannot palli-. 
ate it from the piercing Eye, nor cover it from the 
revenging Hand of Divine Juſtice. As you would 
eſcape then that Wrath to come, come to Wiſ- 
dom's School, and how ſimple ſoever ye be as to 
this World, if ye would not periſh with the 
World, learn to be wiſe unto Salvation. 1 


AND truly it is mainly important for this Effect. 
That the Miniſters of the Goſpel, be active and 
dextrous in imparting this Wiſdom to their Peo- 
ple. If they would have their Converſation to be 
holy, and peacea+'e, and Fruitful, The moſt 
expedient Way is once to principle them well in 
the fundamentals of Religion ; for therein is their 
great Defect. How can they walk evenly and re- 

ularly ſo long as they are in the Dark; one main 

hing is to be often pointing at the Way to Chri/t, 
the Fountain of this Wiſdom, Elſe you bid them 
be cloathed and cloath them not. ER 


How needful then is it that Paſtors themſelves 
be Seers indeed, as the Prophets were called of 
old, not only faithful, but wiſe Diſpenſers, as 
our Saviour ſpeaks, Luke xii. 42. That they be 
Adaxlixe, able and apt to teach, 1 Tim. iti. 2. 
Laudable is the Prudence, that trys much the 
Church's Store-houſes, the Seminaries of Learn- + 
ing, but withal, it is not to be forgot, that as a 
due Furniture of Learning is very requiſite for this 
Employment, ſo it is _ ſufficient. When cne 
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is duly enriched that Way, there is yet one Thing 
wanting that grows not in-Schools : N this in. 
fuſed Wiſdom from above ſeaſon and ſanctify all 

other Endowments, they remain common 00 un- 
holy, and therefore unfit for the Sanctuary; a- 
mongſt other weak Pretences to Chris Fayour 
in the laſt Day, this is one, Ve have preached iu 
thy Name, yet ſays Chriſt, I never knew you; ſurcly 
then, they knew not Him, and yet they preached 
Him. Cold and Lifeleſs, (though never ſo fine 
and well contrived) muſt thoſe Diſcourſes be, that 
are of an «unknown Chri/t. Paſtors are called An- 
els, and therefore though they ufe the ſecondary 


elps of Knowledge, they are mainly to bring their | 


Meſſage from above, from the Fountain, the Head 
of this pure Wiſdom, | | : 


Pure ] Ir it come from above it muſt needs be 
pure, being the Portrait of Gop's renewed Image 
in the Soul. - By this Wiſdom the Underſtanding 
is both reſigned, and ſtrengthened to entertain 
right Conceptions of Gop in his Nature, and 
orks. And this is primarily neceſſary, that the 
Mind be not inſected with falſe Opinions in Reli- 
gion; if the Spring-head be polluted, the Streams 
cannot he pure; it is more important than Men 
nfually think, for a good Life. But that which I 
ſuppoſe is here chiefly intended is, that it is effec- 
__ tively and practically pure, 1. 7 the Heart, 
Act. xv. 9. ſaid of faith (which in ſome Senſe and 
Acceptation differs not much from this Wiſdom) 
and confequently the Words, and Actions that 
flow from the Heart. 3 


_ Tamas Purity ſome render Chaſtity, The Wiſ⸗ 
dom from above is chaſte, ayn. Ward. is 
indeed often ſo taken and includes that here, but 
it is too narrow a Senſe. It is here an newer 
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ſeveral Occaſions. 17 
ſal Deteſtation of all Impurity, both of Fleſh and 
Spirit. Pride, Self-love, Profanneſs of Spirit and 
Irreligion, though they do not ſo properly pollute 
the Body as carnal Uncleanneneſs; yet they do no 
leſs defile the Soul, and make it abominable in 
the Sight of Gop, - Thoſe Apoſtate Angels called 
unclean Spirits, are uncapable of bodily Defilement 
— they tempt Man to it) their own inherent 
ollutions muſt need be ſpiritual, for they are 
Spirits. Jdela:ry in Scripture goes often under the 
Name of Fornication and Adultery, and indeed theſe 
Sins may mutually borrow and lend their Names 
the one to the other; Idolatry may well be ealled 
Spiritual Unchaſtity ; and unchaſte Love, carnal 
Idolatry; earthly Mindedneſs likewiſe is an Impu- 


| rity of the Soul; in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, Cove- 


touſneſs is Idolatry, and fo a ſpiritual Pollution; 
yea it may well thare with Idolatry in its bor- 
rowed Name, and be called Adultery too, for it 
miſbeſtows the Soul's prime Affection upon the 
Creature, which by Right is God's peculiar. 


Tr1s Purity that true Wiſdom works, is con- 
trary to all Pollution. We know then in ſome Mea- 
fure what it is, it reſts to enquire where it is, and 
there is the Difficulty ; it is far eaſier to deſign in 
itſelf, then to find it among Men: Ibo can ſay, 1 
have made my Heart clean! Prov. xx. 9. Look up- 
on the greateſt Part of Mankind, and you may 
know at firſt Sight, that Purity is not to be looked 
for among them, they ſuffer it not to come near 
them, much lefs to dwell with them and within 
them; they hate the very Semblance of it in others, 
and themſelves delight in Intemperance and all Man- 
ner of Licentiouſneſs, like fooliſh Children ſtriving 
who ſhall go furtheſt into the Mire; theſe cannot 
fay they have made clean their Hearts, for all their 
Words and Actions ow belie them. If you come 
vhs 3 = 
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to the mere Moraliſt, the Worli s honeſt Man, and 
aſk him; it may be, he will tell you he hath cleanſ- 
ed his Heart, but believe him not. It will appear 
he is not cleanſed, becauſe he ſays he has done it 
himſelf, for (you know) there muſt be ſome other 
beſides Man at this Work. Again, he rifing no 
higher than Nature, hath none of this heavenly. 


Wiſdom in him, and therefore is without this Puri- 


ty too. But if you chance to take Notice of ſome 
well ſkilled Hypocrite, every Thing you meet with 
makes you almoſt confident, that there is Purity; 


| yet if he be ſtrictly put to it, he may make ſome 


good Account of the Pains he bath taken to. refine 


dis Tongue and his publick Actions,. but he dare 


not ſay he hath made clean his Heart, it troubles 
his Peace to be aſked the Queſtion :/ He never in- 
tended to baniſh Sin, but to retire it to the inner- 
moſt and beſt Room, that ſo it might dwell unſeen 
within him, and where then ſhould it lodge but in 
his Heart? Yet poſſibly becauſe what is outward is 


ſo fair, and Man cannot look deeper to contradict 


him, he may embolden himſelf, to fay he is inward- 
ly ſuitable to his Appearance. But there is a Da 
at Hand that ſhall to his endleſs Shame at once di 
cover both his ſecret Impurity and bis Impudence in 
denying it. 3 * c a 


AFTER theſe, there follow a few deſpiſed and 
melancholly Perſons (at leaſt as to outward Appear- 
ance,) who are complaining of abundant Sinful- 
neſs? And ſure, Purity cannot be expected in theſe 
who are ſo far from it, by their own Confeſſion ; 
Yet the Truth is, that ſuch Purity, as is here be- 
low, will either be found to lodge among thele, 
er no where, Be not deceived, think not that they 
who loath, and (as they can) fly from the Unholineſs 
of the World, are therefore taken with the Con- 
ceit of their own Holineſs, but as their perſect Pu- 
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ſeveral Occaſions. 19 
rity of Juſtification is by Chri/?'s imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs, ſo likewiſe they know, and acknowledge 
that their inherent Holineſs is from above too, from 
the ſame Fountain Jeſus Chriſt; the Wiſdom from 
above is pure, this their Engagement to Heaven, 
for it excludes Boaſting.  _ F | 


Tux purified Chriſtians are they that are moſt 
ſenſible of their Impurity. Therefore I {called not 
this, an univerſal Freedom from Pollution, but an 
univerſal Deteſtation of it, they that are thus pure, 
cannot be in Love with any Sin at all, nor do they 
| willingly diſpence with the ſmalleſt Sins, which a 
— Man either ſees not to be Sin (though his 
dim Moon- light diſcovers groſſer Evils) or if he do 
ſee them, yet he judges it too much Niceneſs to 
chooſe. a great Inconvenience rather than a little 
Sin. Again, they differ in another Particular, a na- 
tural Man may be ſo far in Love with Virtue after 
his Manner, as to diſlike his own Faults and reſolve 
toamend them, but yet he would think it a great 
| Weakneſs to fit down and mourn for Sin, and 10 
ani his Saul, as the Scripture ſpeaks. The Chri- 
itian's Repentance goes not fo lightly, there is a. 
great deal more Work in it, 2 Cor. vii. 11. There 
is not only Indignation againſt Impurity, but it pro- 
ceeds to Revenge. The Saints we read of in Scrip- 
ture were aſhamed of their Impurity, but never of 
their Tears for it: Let the World enjoy their own. 
Thoughts and account it Folly, yet ſure the Chri- 
ſtian, that delights in Purity, if he cannot yet be 
free from Sin, when he retires himſelf at Night, is 
then beſt contented. when his Eyes ſerve him moſt © 
plentiſully to weep out the Stains of the by-paſt 
Day; yet he knows withal, that it is only his Re- | 
deemer's Blood that takes away the Guilt of them : 
This is the Condition of thoſe that are truely, tho“ 
not yet fully cleanſed from the Pollutions of the 


World 
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World by the Spirit of Wiſdom and Purity. What 
mean they then, that would argue themſelves out 
of this Number, becauſe they find yet much Droſs 
left, and that they are not ſo refined as they would 
with to be? On the contrary, this Hatred of Pollution 
teſtiſies ſtrongly that the contrary of it (Purity) is 
there; and though its Beginnings be ſmall, : Lips 
not, it ſhall in the End be victorious; the ſmoaking 
of this Flax ſhews indeed that there is grofs Matter 
there, but it witneſſeth likewiſe that there is Fire in 
it too. You find not indeed abſolute Holineſs in your 
Perſons, nor in your beſt Performances, yet if you 
breath and follow after it, if the Pulſe of the Heart 
beat thus, if the main Current of your Affection be 
towards Purity, if Sin be in you as your Diſeaſe 
and greateſt Grief, and not as your Delight, then 
take Courage, you are in the Way. And notwith- 
ſtanding that impure Spirit, Satan; and the Impu 
rity of your own Spirits vex you daily, yet in 
ſpite of them all, you ſhall arrive ſafe at the Har- 
bour where you would be. 


Wiſdom from above is pure] Be aſhamed then of 
four extream Folly, you that take Pleaſure in any 

ind of Uncleanneſs, eſpecially ſeeing Gow hath 
reformed and purged his Houſe amongſt us; you 
that are; or ſhould be his living Temples, remain 
not unreformed : If you do, Church-Reformation 
will be fo far from profiting you, that as a clearer 
Light it will but ſerve to make ypur Impurity both 
more viſible and more unexcuſable: If you mean 
that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould dwell with you, enter- 


— 


Hin Him, avoiding both ſpiritual and fleſhly Pol- 


tutions. The Word here uſed doth more particu- 
larly fignify Chaſtity, and certainly where-ever this 
, ſdom from above is, this comely Grace is one of 
her Attendants ; whatever any have been in Times 
paſt, let all be perſuaded henceforth to mortify all 


— 
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juſtful and carnal Affections; know that there is 
more true and laſting Pleaſure in the Contempt of 
unlawful Pleaſures, than in the Enjoyment of 
them. Grieve not then the good Spirit of Gow 
with Actions or Speeches, yea or with Thoughts, 
that are impure. . The unholy Soul, like the MyF- 
tical Babylon, Apoc. xviii. makes itſelf a Cage of un- 
clean Birds, and an Habitation of filthy Spirits, 
and if it continues to be ſuch it muſt, when it diſ- 
lodges, taka up its Habitation with curſed Spirits- 
for ever in utter Darkneſs. But as for thoſe that 
are ſincerely and affectionately pure, that is, pure 


in Heart, our Saviour hath pronounced their begun 


Happineſs, Bleſſed are the ns are pure in Heart 
(and aſſured — full HoppincG) fo they ſhall fee 
Gop. This Wiſdom is ſent from Heaven on pur- 
poſe to guide the Elect thither by the Way of Pu- 
rity. And mark how well their Reward is ſuited 
to their Labour, their frequent contemplating and 
beholding of God's Purity as they could, — * 
were on their Journey, and their labouri 

be like Him, ſhall bring them to fat down in Glory, 
and to be for ever the pure Beholders of that pureſt 
Object; they /hall ſee Gon: What this is'we cannot 
tell you, nor can you conceive it. But walk Hea- 
ven-wards in Purity, and long to be there, white 

you ſhall know what it means ; for yo you ſhall ſee Hm 
as He is. Now 10 ny baſed rinity be TOE fer 
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arch the Wrath of Man ſhall praiſe Thee : l 


The Remainder of Wrath pal Thou re- 
rr 


4 HAT Moan i is this (aid the enger, fi 

; the Ship) that even the Winds and the Sea 

. obey Him? Chrift ſuddenly turns a great 
Tempeſt into a greater Calm. Surely thoſe are no 
ordinary Words of Command, that ſwelling Waves 
and boiſterous Winds, in the Midſt of their Rage, 
are forced to hear, and taught to underſtand and 
1 Therefore the holding the Seas in the 
of his Hand, the bridling the Mind, and 
— ＋ upon the I ing of it, we find peculiarly attri- 
buted to the Almighty. But no leſs, if not more 
wonderful is another of his Prerogatives, to wit, 
his Sovereigaty over all Mankind, the divers and 


co 


ſtrange 


ks 
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ſtrange Motions of the Heart of Man ; admirable 
is it to govern thoſe, both in reſpect of their Mul- 


titude and Irregularity. Conſider we what Millions 


of Men dwell at once upon the Face of the Earth; 
and again, what Troops of Imaginations paſs thro' 
the Fancy of any one Man, within the Compaſs of 
one Day: It is much to keep an Eye upon them, and 
to behold them all once; but far more to command 
and controul them all. Yet if they were all loyal 
and willingly obedient, tractable and eaſily curbed, 
it were more eaſy for us to conceive how they might 
be governed: But to bound and over-rule the unruly 


Hearts of Men, the moſt of them continually either 


plotting or acting Rebellion againſt their LoRx D, to 
make them all concur at laſt in one End, cannot 
be done but by a Power and a Wiſdom that are in- 


finite. Gop alone is the abſolute Monarch of 


Mens Hearts, and the Ruler of all their Metions ; 
He works his own Glory out of their Attempts, 
while they ſtrive moſt to diſhonour Him. Surety 


| the Wrath of Man ball praiſe Thee: The Remainder 


of Wrath ſhalt Thou reſtrain. 


Tat Pſalm is made up of theſe two different 
Sorts of Thoughts, the one ariſing out of particulag 


Experience, and the other out of a general Doctrine. 


Theſe drawn from Experience, are ſet down in the 
Verſes preceding the Text; and in it, with thoſe 
that follow, is the Doctrine, with a Duty annexed 
to it; which two are Faith's main Supporters: Paſt 
Particulars verify the Doctrine, and the Generality 
of the Doctrine ſerves to explain the particular Ex- 
periences to all wiſe Obſervers. There is not a 
Treaſure of the Merits of Saints in the Church, (as 
ſome dream;) but there is a Treaſure of the precious 
Experiences of the Saints, which every Believer 
hath Right to make Uſe of; and theſe we ſhould be 
verſed in, that we may have them at Hand in TEuy 
| 0 
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of Necd, and know how to uſe them, both to draw 
Comfort from them to ourſelves, and Arguments 
to uſe with Gop. paſs: 


Tux Words contain clearly two Propoſitions, 
both of them concerning the Math of Man The 
former hath the Event of it, Surely the Wrath of 
Man ſball praiſe Thee: The latter the Limitation of 
it, The Remainder of Wrath Thou wilt reſtrain. 


Trar the Virtues and Graces of Men praiſe 
the Lorn, all Men eafily underſtand. For they 
flow from Him, his Image and Superſcription is 
upon them, and therefore no Wonder if He has 
from them a Tribute of Glory : Who knows not 
that Faith praiſes Him? Abraham believed, and gave 
Glery te Gop: Good Works, the Fruits of Faith, 
praife Him too, Herrin is your heavenly Father glo- 


rified, (ys our Saviour) that you bring forth much 


Fruit. But that the inordinate Wrath of Man 
ſhould praiſe Him, may ſeem ſomewhat ſtrange: 
Were it God's own Wrath (as Wrath is attributed 
to Him in Scripture) that might praiſe Him, for it 
is always moſt juſt: But that wicked and diſordered 
Wrath, (which is undoubtedly here meant) that 
the Wrath of Men, that is both uncomely and diſ- 
honourable for themſelves, (though they think o- 
therwiſe) that even ſuch a"Wrath ſhould honour 
Gop, and praiſe Him, argues well that He hath 
| ep Right to Praiſes, when every Thing (even 
| + Arm ſeem Cy to his Nature, as well 
as his Law) pay them to Him. And that He hath 
great Power and Wiſdom, who obtains what is due 
to Him, even from thoſe Perſons and Things who 
are moſt unfit to pay it. This is the excellent 
Skill of his Wiſdom, to draw that which ſhall go 
into the making up of the precious Compoſition of 
his Praiſe out of this Poifon, for fo the Word = 
_— ; Fj ul 
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uſed for trat Heat, doth ſometimes iy 
and this W roves ſo, a ppg Beige 
both to thoſe it is incenſed againſt, and to the yery 


Bur for the clearer underſtanding of this, it will 
be requiſite to confider more diſtingly: (I.) What 
this Wrath of Man is. (2.) How it can praiſe 
Gop. And laſtly, The Infallibility of this Event: 


| Surely the Wrath of Man ſhall praiſe Thee. 


In the 148th Pſalm, where David ſummons the 
Creatures to meet in that Song of Praiſe, to keep 
that full Conſort, he calls not only the Heavens, 
and the Inhabitants of it, Angels and Lights; but 
theſe of the lower World to their Part in it: 
And not only Men, Beaſts, Cattle, creeping Things, 
and the flying of Fowl ; but the Creatures that do 
moſt reſemble this Wrath, Fire, ſtormy Te 
and ons, The Tenor of the Palm doth ſhew, 
that by the Wrath of Man is to be underſtood the 
undue Rage of evil and ungodly Men againft thoſe 
whom Gop owns for his People. The Word here 
uſed, ſignifies a hot or inflaming Wrath ; and in- 
deed, ſuch is the feveriſh diſtempered A of the 
Church's Enemies. And as too much is an 
Enemy to ſolid Reaſon, this hot Wrath of theirs. 
makes them incapable of wiſe Deliberation in them- 
ſelves, and inflexible to the good Advice of others. 
It is true, they take Counſel how to execute their Wrath, 
as we ſhall anon, but they take no Counſel 
that may cool it. Anger is called by ſome a boil- 
ing of Blood about the Heart; but this ariſeth from 
the Apprehenſion of ſomething offenſive, kindling 
a Deſire of Revenge. Now it is a Wonder what 
the Powers of the World find in Chrif, and his 
harmleſs Flock, that can incenſe them. St. James 
lays of the T that it is fot on. Fire of Hell. 
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this Paſſion, I take to be here compriſed likewiſe 
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The'ſame'is the Original of this Wrath,” J/Iy doch Ml © 
the Heathen rage, aich the Pfalmiſt ? That i is only, : 
to what Purpoſe? Intimating that it is a fruitleſs 

Rage, and void of Succeſs, in regard of Gop's BW ; 
Power. But why? That is, upon what Occaſion? " 
| Confidering Chrift and his Church's | Innoceney. 
The Cauſe is only within themſelves, to wit, that 
_ unhappy Antipathy of the Serpent't Seed a inſt 
the Seed of the Woman. Thus this Wrath of 
is the cauſeleſs malicious Enmity of the Wicked a- 
gainſt the Church of Gop; and under the Name of 


1 . —  _ 


all the Attendants of it, all their crafty Complot- 
ments and Devices for the acting their Wrath. As 
there is Mention of the Nations Rage againſt Chri/t, 
in the ſecond Pſalm, fo likewiſe of the Conſulta- 
tions of thoſe that are of Quality fit for it, The 
Rulers take Counſel together. Further, this Wrath 
is not barely their inward Fire, but it flames into 
cruel and outrageous Practices, including likewiſe 
all the Inſtruments they make Uſe of. And of all 
theſe it is true, that Gop ſhalt gain Glory by them. 
Sarely- the Wrath of Man Jour praiſe Thee. mnt? 


L Bir" the Wrath of Man ſays the Apoſtle) OY 
eth not the Righteouſneſs of op; how then can it 
accompliſh his Praiſes? And this is the Aer 
Thing IN Sr 0 


ARE Graber g there l or „ Figs of 
Thiſtles ? Surely no: Therefore I called this Prai 

not the Fruit or proper Effect of Man's Wrath, 
but the Event or Conſequent of it, by the Efficacy 
of Divine N . . 2 . " 
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- Thx Uſe which Thou wilt make of it ſhall S 
to 9 Praile,” Thou * * 1. OE 
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from it, both in the Church and upon thine Ene - 
mies, when Thou ſuffereſt thy Wrath to break 
forth, as ſhall furniſh more Matter of thy Praiſes 
than if Thou hadſt altogether reſtrained it. Io 
inſtance this in ſome few. Particulars. *. Jil ee 
Ix is the Fury of the Church's Enemies, that 
has made known to the World the invincible Cou- 
rage and Patience of the Saints: Thoſe Ages that 
have been moſt monſtrous in Perſecution, have moſt 
of all graced Chriſtianity. Had there been no per- 
ſecuting Emperors, who ſhould have heard of thoſe 
primitive Martyrs, that triumphed over the Cruelty 
of their Torments.? Were there no Perſecution, nor 
Peril, nor Sword againſt Believers, we ſhauld not 
have heard the Apoſtle ſay immediately aſter the 
Mention of thoſe, in all theſe we are more than Con- 
guerors; they could not have been ſo much as Con- 
querors had there been no Conflic . 


Ad Alx, as the Wrath of Man praiſes God in the 
inyincible Patience of the Saints, ſo likewiſe in the 
unmoveable Stability of the Church. Is it not won- 
derful ho ſo ſmall and weak a Company as the 


Church hath often been reduced to, yea, bath al- 


ways been, in reſpect of the World, could eſcape 
the Mouths of ſo many Lions, ſo many enraged 
Enemies, that were ready to devour it? And that 
we may ſee that this tends ſolely to the Praiſe of 
her great Protector, look at the Church's 7 
penned by the Royal Prophet, Palm cxxiv. V. 
LoRD had not been on our Side, when wicked' Men 
roſe up againſt us, they had ſwallowed us up guicf. 
he great Monarchies and Kingdoms of the World, 
that have riſen. with ſo much Splendor, "He 


their Per iods, and been buried in the Du 


Golden - headed and Silver - hodied Image, 
rated into worſe Metal ” went lower, - 
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brittle Feet, were the Cauſe of the Fall and Break. 
ing of all the reſt: But the Kingdom of Feſus Chrift, 
tough epic; in the Eyes of the World, and 
to the Wrath of the World in all Ages, 
Rands firm and cannot be removed. There is a 
common Emblem of the Winds blowing from all 
Quarters, and upon the Globe of the Earth, being 
in the Middle of them, is written Immobilis, Un 
movable. This fitly reſembles the Church. Why? 
It ſeems to be the Sport of all the Winds, but is 
indeed fo eftabliſhed, that all of them, yea, the 
very Gates of Hell cannot prevail againſt it. Now 
the more the Church's Enemies labour to undo her, 
che more doth-their Weakneſs, and the Power of 
her LoxD appear; fo that thus be Wrath of Man 
dath proſe os | 


Ww was the Chateh mee from as World's 
Wrath? (To ſay nothing of the Church of the 


think to have made the Chriſtian Church ſhort-liv'd, 
to have drowned her, newly born, in Floods of 
her own Blood? And in latter Ages, who knows 
not the Cruelties that have been practiſed by the 
Turi in the Eaſt, and the proud Prelate of Rome 
in the Weſt? By which ſhe hath ſometimes been 
to ſo low a Point, that if you can follow 
her in Hiſtory, itis by the Track of her Blood; and 
if you would ſee her, it is by the . ht of 1 
eee 
hath ſhe ſtill _—— — 
Wrath, and ftill ſhall, 
trformipianc. | 


Fanrynn: Man's Wrath tends to Gov's? Proſe 

D, giving Way to it, does ſo 
his fablime Providence, that it often 
their own Ends, and conduces ma- 


In this, dg 
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Jews) Did not thoſe wicked Emperors of Rome 
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nifeſtly to His. Pharaoh thought his dealing more 

cruelly with the Fews was Wiſdom: Let us work. 
wiſely, (ſays he.) But whereas their ordinary Ser- 
vility was become familiar to them, that ſame Ac- 
ceſſion of new Tyranny diſpoſed the //raelites for a 
Deſire. of Departure, and their Departure made 
Way for Pharaoh's Deſtruction. Surely then the 
Wrath of Man commends the Wiſdom, of Gon, 
when He made him, by that, contrive and afford the 
Means of his own Downfall. Je xvii, 7. The 
Steps of his Strength ſhall be flraitned, and bis own 

8 Counſel ſhall caſl bim down, (ſays Bildad.) And 
that is a ſad Fall; as that Eagle that was ſhot with. 
an Arrow trimmed with her own. Feathers. 


Bur to cloſe this Point. It is out of all Queſ- 
tion, that the deſerved Puniſhment of Man's unjuſt: 
Wrath, doth always glorify the Juſtice of Gon, 
and the more He gives Way to their Wrath, the 
more notable: ſha}l be both their, Puniſhment and 
the Juſtice of it. And tho* Gon ſeems neglective 
of his People, and of his Praiſe, while Man's Wrath 
prevails, ; yet the Truth is, He never comes too late 
to vindicate his Care of both: And when He defers 

longeſt, the Enemy pays dear Intereſt for the Lime 
of Forbearance. 'He rmits the Courſe. of Man's 
Wrath for his own Glory; and when the Period 
| which He hath fixed is come, He ſtops Man's 
Wrath, and gives Courſe to the Juſtice of his own. 
Nor is there any Poflibility of: eſcaping; He will 
right Himſelf, and be known by. executing Judg- 
ment, Surely the Mratb of Man ball praiſe Thee. 
And that is the third Thing propounded. The In- 


jallibilityggt, the Eyen. 


Tux Nutte of Nature gorerns all bis Creatures, © 
ach in a ſuitable Way to the Nature He hath given 
tbem;, He maintains in ſome Things a natural Ne- 
ME ms ik e cetfity- 
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Contingency in others; and 
Liberty. But all of them are fubje to 
this Neceffity of effecting his Purpoſes ; and this 
Neceſſity is no Way repugnant to the due Li 
of Man's "A | _ maintain the ruth, ſome 
plot, others act againſt it, ſome pleafe themſelves 
in a wiſe Neutrality, and will appear fo indifferent, 
that it would feem they might be accepted of all 
Sides for Judges of Controverſies : And all thee 
find no lefs Liberty to wind and turn themſelves 
whither they pleaſe, than if there were no higher 
Hand. Shall not only the Zeal of the Godly, but 
even the Wrath of he Enemy, and the cold Diſ- 
cretion of the Neutral, all tend to his Praiſe whoſe 
ſupreme Will hath a ſecret, but a ſure Sway in all 
their Actions? Whilſt ſome Paſſengers fit, ſome 
walk one Way, ſome another; fome have their 
Faces towards their Journey's End, fome their 
Backs turned upon it; this wiſe Pilot does moſt 
 Krilfully guide the Ship to arrive with them all, at 
His own Glory. Happy they that propound and 
intend his Glory, as He Himſelf does; for in them 
Hall the Riches of his Mercy be ghrified: They that 
oppoſe Him lofe this Happineſs, but He is fure not 
to loſe his Glory for all that, to wit, the of 
his Juſtice. His Right Hand ſhall find out all his 
Engmies: Serch the JFroth of Man fall pr, 


LY 


Tus Conſideration of this Truth, thus in ſome 
Meaſure unfolded, may ſerve to juſtify the truly 
wiſe Diſpenſation of Gon againſt our imaginary 
Wiſdom... Were the Matter referred to our Mo- 
delling, we would aſſign the Church conftant Peace 
and Proſperity for her Portion, and not conſent 
that the leaſt Air of Trouble ſhould come near her. 
We would have no Enemies to moleſt her, nor tir 
againſt her, or if they did ſtir, we would have then 
: preſently 


rel. ffs 
reſent reſſed; and theſe, in our Ju 
be fe che faireſt and moſt glorious To ens of 
his Love and Power, whoſe Spouſe ſhe is. But 
this carnal Wiſdom is Enmity againſt Gop, and 
againſt the Glory of Gop, which riſes fo often out 
of the Wrath of his Enemies. Had Gop cauſed 
Pharaoh to yield at the very firft, to the Releaſe of 
his People, where bad been.the Fame of thoſe mi- 
raculous Judgments in Egypt, and Mercies on the 
Iſraelites, the one illuſtrating the other? Where 
had been that Name and Honour that Gop ſays He 
would gain to Himſelf, and that He did gain out of 
Pharaoh's final Deſtruction, making that ſtony-heart- 
ed King, and his Troops, /in# Ihe a Kone in the Ma- 
ters, as Moſes ſings ? Obſerve his proud Boaſtings 
immediately foregoing his Ruin, / will purſue, ſays 
he, I will overtate,. I will divide the Spoil, my Luſt- 
ſhall be ſatisfied on them; I will draw my Sword, and 
my Hand Hall de/lroy them: Soon after, the Sea 
quenches all this Heat. Commonly big Threat- 
nings are unhappy Preſages of ill Succels.. Gop, 
as He abhors theſe Boaſtings, ſo He delights in a- 
baſing the lofty Heart whence they flow; and it is 
his Prerogative to gain Praiſe to Himſelf out of their: 
Wrath. Haft thou an Arm like Gon? (fays the 
LorD to Fob) Then look upon the Proud, and bring: 
them, low, xl. 911. When Sennacherih Came up 
againſt Jeruſalem, his Blaſphemies and Boaſtings 
were no leſs vaſt and monſtrous than the Number 
of his Men and Chariots. Good Hezeliab turned 
over the Matter to Gop,, ſpreading the Letter of 
Blaſphemies before Him: God undertook the War. 
and aſſured Hezefiab, that the 4{{yrian ſhould not 
ſo much as ſhoot an Arrow againſt the City, but 
return the ſame May he came, 2 Kings xix. 33. And 
the Deliverance there promiſed and effected, is con- 
' ceived to have been the Occaſion of n 
very Plalm. Surely when an Angel did in one þ ; 
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y 185000 in their Campa, that Wrath, and thoſe 
Threats, tended | exceedingly to the Praiſe of the 
Gop 3 The Hook that He put in Senna- 
cherib's Noſtrils, (as the Hiſtory ſpeaks) to pull him 
back again, was more remarkable than the Fettets 
would have been if he had tied him at Home, or 

Bindered his March with his Army, 


A 


Wuo is he then that will be impatient becauſe 


of Gop's Patience; and judge him lack in Judg- 
ment,. while the Rage of the Wicked prevails ? 
Know, that He is more careful of his own Glory 
than, we can be; and the greater Heighth Man's 


Wrath ariſes. to, the more Honour ſhall ariſe, to 


Him out of it. Did not his Omnipotency ſhine 
brighter in the Flames of that Furnace into which 


the Children were caſt, than if the King's Wrath 


had becn at firſt cooled? Certainly, the more both 
it and the Furnace, had their Heat augmented, the 


more was Gop glorified. he is that Gop (faid 


he blaſphemouſly and proudly) that can deliver you 
' out of my Hands? A Queſtion highly diſhonouring 
the Almighty. But ſtay till the real Anſwer come, 
and not only ſhall that Wrath praiſe Him, but that 


very ſame Tongue, though inured to ww, rr * 
ES. 


ſhall be taught to bear a main Part in theſe Prai 

Let that Apoſtate Emperor, Julian, go taunting 
the Head, and tormenting the Members of that 
myſtical 0 5 His doſing with, Thou he ober- 
came, O Galilean, (meaning Christ,) ſhall help to 


verify, that whethet its Courſe be longer or ſhorter, 


Man's Wrath ends always in God's Praiſe. In 
like Manner, the cloſing of the Lions Mouths ſpake 
' Touder to his Praiſe that ſtopt them, than if He had 


ſtopt Daniel's Enemies in tho Beginning of their 
"wicked beten, do hot \was their Rage, that the 
» 


King's favourable Inclination to Daniel, (of which, 
in other Caſes, Courtiers uſe to be ſo devout Ob- 
. 
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ſervers) yea, his conteſting and pleading for him, 
did profit him nothing, but they hurried their King 
to the Execution of their unjuſt Malice, — 
themſelves were convinced, that nothing could be 
found againſt him, but only concerning the Law 
of his GoD. The King ſet his Heart upon him to 
deliver him, and laboured to do it *till the going down 
of the Sun, and then thoſe Counſellors, and Coun- 
{els of Darkneſs overcame him. But upon this 
black Night of their prevailing Wrath, followed 
immediately a bright Morning of Praiſesto Daniel's 
Gop: When the Lions, that were ſo quiet Com- 
pany all Night to Daniel, made ſo quick a Breakfaſt 
of choſe accurſed Courtiers that had accuſed him. 


Tur other Propoſition concerns the limiting of 
this Wrath, The Remainder of Wrath Thou wilt 

To take no Notice for the preſent, of divers other 
Readings of theſe Words, the Senſe of them, as 
they are here very well rendered, may be briefly 
this : That whereas the Wrath of Man, to which 
Gop gives Way, ſhall praiſe Him, the reſt ſhalt be 
curbed and bound up, as the Word is; no more of 


it ſhall break forth than ſhall contribute to his Glo- 


ty. Here might be conſidered, divers Ways, 
which Gop uſeth to ſtop the Courſe of 
Man's Wrath, and hinder its pre ng any fur- 


8 us go out of it this gs That 17 fe 
compendious Way to be ſafe from the Violence of Men, 
is 10 be in Friend/hip 2 Gon. Is it 85 No in- 
comparable Privilege to be in the Favour, and un- 
der the Protection of one, whoſe Power is fo tran- 
ſcenderit, that no Enemy can ſo much as ſtir with - 
out his Leave? Be perſuaded then, Chriſtians, in 


theſe 
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theſe Dangers that are ſo near us, every one to 


draw near to Him; remove what may provoke Him; 
let no reigning Sin be found either in your Cities 


or in your Villages, for He is a holy Gon. Is it 


a Time to multiply Provocations now, or is it not 
rather high Lime to be humbled for the former? 
What ſhameleſs Impiety is it, to be now licentious 
or intemperate? To be proud, to oppreſs or ex- 


tort? To prophane Gop's Day, and blaſpheme his 


Name? All theſe Sins, and many others, abound 
amongſt us, and that ag owedly: Without abundant 
Repentance for theſe we ſhall ſmart, and the Wrath 
of our Enemies, though unjuſt in them, ſhall praiſe 


Sop in our juſt Puniſhment z though, doubtleſs, 


He will own his Church, and be praiſed in the final 
Puniſhment of their W rath that riſe againſt it. 


10 = b 33> - A i ** a . \ 7 N * its) FE | 3 
THERE is a remarkable Expreſſion in the ggth 


Pſalm, of God's dealing with his People, He was 
favourable to them, thaugb He took 1 on their 


Inventions.. A good Cauſe. will not ſhelter an im- 
Bd Word Gop ſpeaks+by his Prophet to his own 
People, I MApſe f will fight again/t cu. A dreadful 
Enemy; and none indeed truly dreadful but He. 
O prevent his Anger, and you are ſafe. If perverſe 
Sinners will not hear, yet let thoſe that are indeed 
Chriſtians mourn in ſecret, not only for their own 
Sins, but for the Sins of others. Labour to ap- 
peaſe the Wrath of Gop, and He will either ap- 
peaſe Man's Wrath, or turn it jointly to our Bene- 


t and his own Glory. Let the Fear of the moſt 


high Go p, Who hath no leſs Power over the 
ſtrongeſt of his Enemies, than over the meaneſt of 
bis Servants; let this Fear (I ſay) poſſeſs all our 
Hearts, and if will certainly expel that baſe Fear of 
the Wrath of Man. See how the Prophet oppoſes 


them in the 8th Chapter of Iſaiah, Fear not: their 
tot; | ; ELIT ES  - 00% 


itent People from ſharper. Correction. It is a 
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Fears ( one he) nor be afraid, but ſandtify the Lon p- 
f 


and let Him be your Fear, and let Him be your Dreads 
This holy Fear begets the beſt Courage: The 
Breaſt that is moſt filled with it, abounds moſt in - 
true M Ann 8 5 

FAR thus, that you may be confident, not in 
yourſelves, though your Policy and Strength were 
great: Curſed is the Man that truſteth in Man, and 
maketh Fleſh his Arm : But confident in that Gop, 
who is too wiſe to be ſurpriſed, too mighty to be foiled, 
and too rich to be out-ſpent in Proviſion; who can 


ſuffer his Enemy to come to the higheft Point of 


apparent Advantage, without any Inconvenience 


yea, with more Renown in his Conqueſt. And fo 
a Chriſtian who is made once ſure of this, (as eaſily 
he may) is little careful about the reft: His Love 
to Gop prevailing over all his Affections, makes 
him very indifferent what becomes of himſelf or his 
deareſt Friends, ſo GoD may be glorified. What 
though many fall in the Quarrel, yet it is ſufficient 
that Truth in the End ſhall be victorious. Have 


not the Saints in all Ages been content to convey 


pure Religion to R in Streams of their own 
Blood, not of others? Well, hold faſt by this Con- 
cluſion, that Gon can limit and bind up the moſt 


violent Wrath of Man, that though it ſwell it will 


not break forth. The ſtiffeſt Heart, as the Current 
of the moſt impetuous Rivers, is in his Hand, to 
appoint its Channels, and turn it as He pleaſeth : 
Yea, it is He that hath ſhut up the very Sea with 
Bars and Doors, and faid, Hitherto ſhalt thou come 
and no farther, here fhall thy proud Waves be ſtayed. 
To ſee the Surges of a rough Sea come in towards 
the Shore, .a Man would think they were 

to ſwallow up the Land: But they know their Li- 
mits, and are beaten back into Foam. Though 


the Waves thereof toſs themſelves, as angry at their 
ele 


i 
| 


Reſtraint, ut the foal Sand is W to the 
great Sea, yet can they net prevail, a 
3 


Tus Sum is this: What Gop 8 


Church's Enemies to do, is for his own further : 

Glery ; and reſerving this, there is not any Wrath 

of Man ſo great, but He will either * calm 

it, gs reſtrain it, 
k 
f 
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PSALM cxix. 136. 


Rivers o Waters run down mine FOE: :: be 
_ they keep. mot thy Law. 


 OVE is the leis Paſſion of the Soul, 

all. the reſt follow 05 Meafure and Motion 

# of it, as the lower Heavens are faid to be 
wheerd about with the firſt. 


We have bere 2 clear Inſtance of it in * 
Pſalmiſt, teſtifying his Love to Gop, by his E— 
ſteem and 4 of the Law or Word of Gon. 
What is each of the Verſes of this Pſalm but a 
Breathing and Vent of this Love, either in itſelf, 
in the 1 or in the Effects of it? Where 
he ſets forth the Excellencies of Gon's Law, 
there you have the Cauſes of his Love; his ob- 
ſerving and ſtudying it, his Deſire to know it 
more, and obſerve it better, theſe are the Effects 

Vor. XXXV. D of 


— 
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of his Affection to it. The Love itſelf he often 
expreſſeth: Thy Mord is pure, therefore thy Servant 
doveth it: I love thy Commandments above Gold, yea 
above fine Gold: But as ſcarce accounting that Love 
which can be uttered how much it is, ße expreſs- 
eth ĩt moſt, by intimating that be cannot expre: 
it; O how T lebe thy Law ! Hence are his Defire; 
(which are Love in Purſuit) ſo earneſt after it: 

mongſt many, that is pathetical, Verſe 20. M4 

# breaketh for thi Longitig that ir hath unte "th; 
Jude ments at all Times. Hence likewiſe his Joy 
and Delight (which are Love in Poſſeſſion) Verſe 
14. 1 — rejoiced in the May e 75 thy Te rms as 
in all Riches; and Verſe 16. I will delight. my 

in thy Statutes ; I will not forget thy 2 ord. 

— his Hatred of Things oppoſite, wh. is 
Love's Antipathy, Verſe 113. I hate vain Thought: 
but thy Law do n hate and abhor Lying; but 
thy Law de I love. And in Verſe 139. you ſhall 
find his Zeal (which is no other but the Fire of 
Love blown into a Flame) My Zeal hath conſume! 
me ; becauſe mine Enemies have forgotten thy Mord. 
And (io omit the reſt) in Verſe 158. his Love to 
the Law ſhews its Sympathy in Sorrow, for 4 
Violation of the Law, I beheld the Tranſgre 
and was grieved; becauſe they kept not 5 
And here you find this Grief ſwelling to fuch : 
_ Heighth, that it runs over into abundant Tears. 
Rivers of Water run « down mine ef ; Un thy 
keep not thy Law. : 


F255 


THz Words have briefly, 500 Rivers i in tber 
Cahnnel and Courſe, (They rum doron mine Eye) 
in their MA and Cauſe, to wit, his Sympathy 
with 55 8 I. broken by Men: Becauſe thr 
_ Feep not thy 'But both ether clearly teach 
us, that good ieh are affected with deep * 

- for the Sins of the Ungodhy. 9 25 
tes ORE 


ſeveral Occaſions. 39 
often - Mos particularly conſider, 1. The Object of 


vant this Affection. 2. The Nature of it. 3. The 
geg Degree, or Meaſure of it. 4. Its Subject. 
Ove | 

reſs- IM - 1. Tur Object is the Tranſgreſſion of the Law, 
preſs or to take it (as in the Text) Men Tranſgreſſors 
fires of the Law. They keep: not thy Law. It is true, 


the whole Creation groaneth under the Burden of 
Lin in the Effects of it; but Sin itſelf is Man's 
Enemy, he being that reaſonable Creature to 
whom the Law was given. Now in the general, 
it is Matter of Grief to a good Mind, to conſider 
the univerſal Depravedneſs of Man's Nature. 
That he is a Tranſgreſſor from the Homb. That 
the carnal Mind 1s erate again/t Gon, not ſulject 
to his Law, neither while it remains ſuch, can it 
be. And this Grief. will go the deeper, by re- 
membring from whence he is fallen. When he 
was new come forth of the Hands of his Maker, 
that Image of Gop that He. ſtamp'd. upon him, 
ſhined bright in his Soul; the whole Frame of it 
was regular and comely, the inferior Faculties 
obeying the higher, and all of them ſubject to 
Gop. But how. ſoon was he ſeduced, and then 
what a Change enſued? There is ever fince ſuch 

a Tumult and Confuſion in the Soul, that it can - 
not hear the Voice of Gop's Law, much leſs 
obey and keep it. Hence is that Complaint of 
the Pſalmiſt oftner than once, They are all gone out 
of the May, and become abominable ; there it none 
that doth Good, no not one. The World. (u a 


et) lies buried in it, as the Word is uſed inthe 
5e Inſcription of Tombs. Look abroad in the World 
thy and what ſhall: ye ſee but a Sea of Wickedneſs 
hover the Face of the whole, which draws from 3 


diſcerning Eye that beholds it, theſe Rivers of 
Tears ? The greateſt Part not knowing the true 


Gop, nor the true Religion, and the true Way of 
1.1 D 2 at. I 


4% Snus 6 

his Worſhip; and for thoſe that do, yet how un- 

like are they to it in their Lives? The reformed 
Churches this Way, how unreformed ſtill. 


Bur more particularly, to branch this out a 
little in ſeveral Sorts of Men ; this godly Grief 
has a very large Sphere, it will extend to remote 
le, remote every Way, not only in Place, 
but in Manners and Religion, even to Heathens, 
and groſs Idblaters; Yea, the very Sins of Ene- 
mies, and of ſuch as are profeſt Enemies to Gop, 
yet moves the tender-hearted Chriſtian' to Sorrow 
and Compaſſion. Of whom I now tell you weeping, 
that they are Enemies to the nes Chrift, Philip. 
ni. 18. Eneries, and yet he ſpeaks of them 
weeping, what he writes concerning them, he 
would have written' in Tears, if that had been 
Tus you ſee the Extent of this Grief. 
But yet, out of all Queſtion, it will be more in- 
tenſe in Particulars of nearer Concernment; it is 
the Burden of the pious Man's Heart, that his 
Law, who made the World, and gives Being to 
all Things, ſhould be fo little regarded, and fo 
much broken thro” all the World, but yet more 
eſpecially that in his own Church, amongſt his 
own People, Tranſgreſſion ſhould abound. Sins 
within the Church are moſt properly Scandals ; 
Gov manifeſts Himſelf (fo to ſpeak) moſt ſenſible 
of thoſe, and therefore the godly Man is fo too. 
Whether they be the continual Enormities of 
profane Perſons, which are by external Profeffion 
in the Face of the vifible Church, though indeed 
they be in it, but, as Spots and Blemiſhes, as 
the Apoftle ſpeaks ; or whether it be the Apoſtacy, 
or the groſs Falls of true Converts. All theſe are 
the great Grief of the Godly. The Relations of 
Men, either natural or civil, will add NE 
too; this Sorrow will be 6 
l ö a Chri- 
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a Chriſtian, he will melt in a particular Tenderneſs 
for the Sins of his Kindred, Parents or Children, 
Huſband! or Wife; and moſt of all Miniſters for 
their People. How pathetically does this appear 
in St. Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 21. And leſt when I come a- 
gain mn GOD till humble me among you, and that I 
hall bewail many which have ſinned already, au 
have not repented of the Uncleanneſs and Fornication 
and Laſeiviouſneſs which. they have committed. A 
Man cannot but be more particularly touched 
with the Sins of that Nation, and of that City, 
and Congregation, and Family, whereof he is a 
Member, as Lot dwelling among them of Sodom, 
in ſeeing and hearing, vexed bis righteous Soul Lfrom 
Day te Day, with their unlawful Deeds. . The 
Sins of more eminent Perſons, either in Church 
or Commonwealth, will moſt affect a prudent 
Chriſtian, becauſe their Inclinagons ani Milidde 
import the Publick much; therefore the Apoſtle, 
when he had exhorted to Supplications and Pray- 
ers for all Men, particularly: mentions; Kings, and 
ſuch as are in Authority. And trul 2 when, they 
are abuſed by Miſadvice and corrupt Counſel, 1 2 
of theſe Tears were very well ſpent, if payred 
forth before God in their Behalf, for in his Hand 
(as that wiſe King confeſſeth) are their Hearts e- 
ven as Rivers of Waters; let their Motion he 
never ſo impetuous, yet he turns them whither he 
pleaſeth; and who knows but theſe Rivers of 
| Waters, theſe Tears, may prevail with the LoD 
to reduce the violent Current of that River kt 
King's heart) from the wrong Channel 5 


Bur to proceed: The ſecond Thing to be FeAl 
ſidered in this Aﬀection, is the Nature of it, (1) 
It is not a Stoical Apathy, an affected Careleſſneſs, 
much leſs a delightſul artaking with ſinful Prac- 
tices. - (2) Not a proud Setting off their own 

D 3 Goodneſs, 


42 = WW. on 
22 Ne Sin of others, as the 
Phorife ai in the G 4 3) Not the Deri- 
fion, and Mocking of "ide rol of Men, with 
7 laughin Philoſopher, it comes nearer to the 
Tempet of the other that wept always for it. It 
| V not a Neer Auger, breaking forth into Railings 
and Reptoaches, nor an upbr Inſultation; 
| nor is it a vindictive Defire of Puni vent- 
ing itſelf in Curſes and Tnipreeations, which is the 
| Temper of many. The Diſciples Motion — 
| 


was far different from that Way; . 
| He fays to them, You fneto nor of what 8 
ware. Thus heady Zeal often Miſtakes and 
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Rſelf; we find not here a Deſire of Fire to — 
down from Heaven, upon the Breakers of the Law, 
but facka Grief as Would rather * to ; 
Ye: it, if i it were falling on them. 3 : 


3. Tu degree of this Sorrow ls ehedem, 
not a light tranſient Diſſike, but a deep Reſent- 
ment; fuch as cauſeth not ſome OE. or 
1 but Rivers. 


"Tris true, The Afefe-, and Digree of Sorrow 
5 Sin, whether their own or others, is different 
in divers Perſons, that are yet true Mourners, and 
they are alſo different in the ſame Perſon, at di- 

"vers Times, not only upon the Difference of the 
Cauſe, but even where the Cauſe is equal, upon 
the different Influence and Working of the Spirit 
of Gop. Sometimes it pleaſeth Him to melt the 
Heart more abundantly, and ſo He raiſes theſe 
roomy in the Eyes, to a higher Tide than ordi- 
1 Sometimes * remove again, but yet 
E godly Sorrow is ſerious and ſincere; 
5 4 that is the ocker Quality here remarkable in it. 
I the not, a feigned ied? only in publick ;- for 
__ is here directed to Gos, as a more fre- 
quent 


| might weep. 


x * 
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quent Witneſs of tleſe Tears than any other, 
who is always the Witneſs of the Sincerity of 
them,. even when they cannot be hid from the- 
Eyes of Men: For 1 deny not but they may, 
and ſhould have Vent in publick, eſpecially at 


| ſuch Times as are fet a- part for ſolemn Mournin 


and Humiliation; * et, oven then, uſually theſe 
Streams run where they are ſtilleſt and 
moſt quietly conveyed. But howſoever, ſure they 
would not be fewer, and leſs ſrequent alone, than 
in company. Fer. ix. 1. Oh that my Head wore 
Waters, and mine Eyes a Feumtain of Tears, that I 


__ and Mee the Slain of the” 
Daughter of my a0 20 17. But 1 75 
will not NN it, he Soul hall weep in ſecret Places 
for your” Pride, and mine Eye ſhall — fore, and 


run down with Tears, becauſe the Lorp's Flock is 


carried away captive. 


Tux Subject of this Affsclon is, not the Un- 
godly themſelves that are profeſt Tranſgreſſors 
of this Law, they rather make æ Spor of Sin, they 

play and make themſelves merry with it, as the 


Pines did with Sampſon, "till it bring the 


Houſe down about their Ears: But the y are 


they that are affected with this Sorrow, ſuch as 


are careful Obſervers of the Law themſelves, and 
mourn firſt for their own Breaches, for theſe are 
the only fit: Mourners for. * Tranſgreſfion "of 
others, 


Now to enquire a little into the Cauſe of this, 
Why the breaking of. Gop's Law. ſhould cauſe 
ſuch Sorrow in the Godly, as here breaketh forth: 


into abundance of Tears; we ſhall find it very rea- 


ſonable if we eonfider, 1. The Nature of Sin, 
which is the Franſgreſſion or Breach of the Law, 


| Ne *— defines it. 2. The Nature af this 


Sorrow 


— 
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| Sorrow. and theſe Tears. 3. The Nature of the 
Godly, % 


I. SIN is the greateſt Evil in the World, yes, 
(in Compariſon) it alone is worth the Name of E- 
vil, and therefore may juſtly challenge Sorrow, 
and the greateſt, Sorrow; the greateſt of Evils it 
178, both formally, in that it is the Defile- 


ment and Deformity of the Soul, and caſually, 


being the Root from whence all other Evils ſpring, 
the fruitful Womb that conceives and brings forth 
all thoſe Miſeries that either Man feels or hath Cauſe 
to fear. Whence are all thoſe, perſonal Evils in- 
cident to Men in their Eſtates, or in their Bodies, 
or Minds, outward Turmoils and Diſeaſes, and in- 
ward Diſcontents, and Death itſelf, in all the 
Kinds of it ? Are they not all the Fruits of that bit- 
ter Root? Whence ariſe theſe publick Miſeries of 
Nations and Kingdoms, but from the National 
Sins of the People, as the deſerving and procu- 
ring Cauſe at God's Hand? And withal, often 
from the ambitious and wicked Practices of ſome 
particular Men, as the working and effeCting 
Cauſes, ſo that every Way, if we follow theſe E- 
vils home to their Original, we ſhall find it to be 
Sin, or the breaking of Gop's Law. | | 


»., Uncopi.y Men, though they meddle not with 
- publick Affairs at all, yea, though they be faith- 
ful and honeſt in meddling with them, yet by 
Reaſon of their Impious Lives, are Traytors to 
their Nation; they are truly the Incendiaries of 
States and Kingdoms. And theſe Mourners, 
though they can do no more, are the moſt loyal 


and, ſeryiceable Subjects, bringing Tears to 


quench the Fire of Wrath. And therefore, Sor- 
row and Tears are not only moſt due to Sin, 33 
the greateſt of Evils, but they are beſt beſtowed 
WES upon 
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ſeveral Occaſions. 45. 
upon it, if they can do any Thing to its Redreſs ; 
| becauſe that is both the ſureſt and moſt compendi- 
ous Way to remedy all the reſt, Sin being the 
Sourſe and Spring of them all. 


THr1s is the Reaſon why Jeremiab ix. 1. when 
he would weep for the Slain of his People, is 
ſtraightway led from that to bewail the Sin of his 
People, Verſe 2, 3, Sc. And in his Book of 

Tears and Lamentations, he often reduces all 
theſe ſad Evils to Sin as cauſing them, The Crown 

ts fallen from our Head, Wie unto us that we have 
| fnned, He turns the Complaint more to the Sin 
than to the Affliction. 


SECONDLY, Conſider the Nature of theſe 
Tears: Tears ſpent for worldly Croſſes are all 
loſt. They run all ts Waſte; they are Lathry- 
me manes, empty fruitleſs Things: But Tears 
ſhed for the Breach of Gop's Law, are the Means 

to quench Gop's Wrath. The Pr and 

ne ears of ſome few may avert the Punniſhment of 
many, yea, of a whole Land, and if not fo, yet 
E. are they not loſt, The Mourners themſelves 
he bave always Benefit by them, as you have it in 
that known Place, Exel. ix. They that mourned 

| for the common Abominations were marked, and 
th BY the common Deſolation took not hold on them. 
4 This Mourning for other Mens Wickedneſs, both 


* 
* 
0 


y teſtifies and preferves the good Man's Innocence; 
o I oy it preſerves it, as well as teſtifies it; it keeps 
f WH them from the Contagion of that bad Air they 
„ie in; for without this, Sin would ſoon grow 
familiar. It is good for Men to keep up, and 
4 maintain in their Souls, a Diſlike of Sin, for 

when once it ceaſeth to be diſpleaſing to a Man, 

it will e're long begin to be pleaſing to Hun. 


Is 
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Ar 108 conſider the Nature of the Godly we 


ſhall fee this Mourning ſuit with it exceedingly, 
both in regard of his Relation to Gop and to 
Man; ; Gop is his Father, and therefore it cannot 
but grieve him much to ſee Him offended and dif- 
hononred. Love to Gon, and conſequently: to 
his Law, and Love:to. Men, and Deſire of their 
Good is the Spring of theſe Rivers. A godly 
Man is tender of Gop's Glory and of his 2 5 
every Stroke that it receives, ſtrikes his Heart; || 
and he hath Bowels of Compaſſion, towards Men, 

— 3 be TY if mer. 7 were | COUNMPEER and 

OI 7 sl 1 j 


He conſiders every Man as kis 'Bedther, and 
therefore is ſorrowful to ſee him run the Hazard of 
periſhing in Sin. The former Sympathy, where- 
by the godly Man tenders the Glory of Gop, is 
from his Piety; this latter, whereby. he pities the 
Miſery of Man, is from his Charity; and from 
82 w the Rivers, that run down' his Eyes. 

6 

2. Tobe tooſenſible of wouldly Crofles, and pro- 
digal of Tears, upon ſuch flight Occaſions is lit- 
th better than childiſh or womaniſh, but theſe 
Tears that low from Love to Gop, oor] Grief 
for Sin, have neither Uncomelineſs nor Exceſs in 
them; abundance of them will beſeem any Man 
that is a Chriſtian. Let profane Men judge it a 
x to weep for Sin, yet we ſee. David do 
Men of Arms and Valour need not fear Diſ- 
— — by weeping thus. It is the trueſt 
Magnanimity to be ſenſible of the Point of gan; $ 
| Honour, er „ by Sin. F 
ii © «1701 3 

AGAIN, The 3 of Truth, will diſ- 
cover the World guilty of very much Ingratitude 
to godly Men; it hath always been the — 
OY 0 
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of profane Perſons, to ſeek to brand Religion with 
Diſloyalty and Turbulency, and to make it paſs for 
an Enemy to the Peace and Proſperity of States 
and Kingdoms. But there you ſee clearly with 
what Affection Religion furniſhes Men, towards 


the Publick, cauſing them to mouin for common 


Sins, and ſo to prevent (as far as in them lies) 


common Calamities. And this is of no little Con- 


ſequence; for truly it is not foreign Power, ſo much 
as Sin at Home, that ruins Kingdoms: All the 
Winds that blow without the Earth, be they ne- 
ver ſo violent, ſtir it not, only that which is with- 
in its own Bowels makes an Earthquake. It was 
a grave Anſwer of Epaminendas, being aſked what 
he was doing, ſolitary and penſiwe, in the Time 
of ſolemn Mirth and Feaſting, While my 
Country-men (ſays he) are ſo peaceably Feaſting 
I am thinking on the beſt Means to preſerve that 


Peace to them, that it may continue; which, a 


little altered, is applicable to the Godly. They 


are often maurning for the Sins, and praying for 


the Peace of the Places where they live, when, in 
the mean Time, the greateſt Part are multiplying 
Sin, and fo forfeiting their Peace. 1 nit 


Rivers of Waters] T n1s is a melancholy Life 
ſays the Worldling ; yes, truely, if there were no 


more in it than what lie can perceive. ; But beſides 


z 


the full Joy laid up for them, and the Beginnings 
of it here, there is even in this Mourning an un- 


known Sweetneſs and Delight. The Philoſopher 
ſays, even of common Tears, that there is ſome 


Things pleaſe the Taſte by their very Tattneſs. 
But of theſe Tears, they that know them, know 
it to be eminently true, that they are pleaſant. But 
be this Exerciſe, as fad 2s the Profane call its het 


why obſerve they not, that they themſelves are the 


Cauſe 
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Cauſe of it;-as W Sag: 
n 0 


To paſs by divers Inferences that the Words 
afford, let us take Notice of the Duty here prac- 
tiſed, and how much we are all obliged to the pro- 
ſient Practice of it. Who will deny that we have | 
too much Matter and Occaſions of it? Beſides 
the Sorrow of Sion, and the Diftreſs of our Bre- 
thren, what Corner of the Land, what Rank o | 
Condition of People is there, that abounds not in 
and heinous Violation of God's Law! 


heep not thy Law. tes and Judges 
Fi ip ney into Ga and W : nant 


Miniſters remiſs in that great -— dp the o_ of 
Souls; People — 7 in Ungodlineſs. "The 

greater oppreſſing the leſs, and the leſs defrauding 
pag wronging the greater. What vile Unclean- 
neſs and Wantonneſs! What ſhameful Drunken- 
neſs and Exceſs! And ſome fo far from Mourning 
for others Guiltineſs of this Sin, that they glory | in 
making others guilty of it, and count it a Paſtime 
to make others drunk; and this is a far greater 
Sin than Drunkenneſs itſelf, for theſe Men, while 
they make Beaſts of their Companions, make De- 
vils of themſelves. 


N Ac How is the Land filled with Oaths 
and Curſings? How are your Streets, and almoſt 
all 'Companies, defiled, partly with tearing the 
| Name of Gop ; partly with on 
-the Devil. There would be no end of reckonin 
up all Particulars; Sabbath-breaking, Fraud 
Covetouſneſs, Pride and Malice, and Envyings 
one of another; But the Sum is this, An Univer- 
Al Want of the Fear af Gop and his . | 
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AND the Cauſe of this, is, in a great Part, Ig- 
norance of Gop, and of his Law; and truly, it 
is wonderful, under ſo much Light, to find fo 
much Darkneſs, not only in the Skirts, and re- 
mote Places, but even in the prime Parts of this 
Land. Multitudes that are Strangers to the very 
Principals and Fundamentals of that Religion 
which they profeſs, and they that have Knowledge, 
abuſing it, and ſinning againſt it, continuing 


in Profaneneſs; and without this true Religion, it 


is as impoſſible to have renewed Hearts and Lives, 


as to have a Houſe without a Foundation. And 


this Atheiſm: and Ignorance amongſt People, is in 
a great Part to be imputed to the Corruption and 
Sloth of Miniſters 3 and would to Gop there were 
not many Congregations, not. only altogether de- 
ſtitute, but ſuch as are freezing under a cold and 


[lifeleſs Miniſtry. 


You ſee then, we want not Cauſes of Mourn- 
ing and Humiliation, on all Hands. But our Want 
is inward, of that due Diſpoſition for it, Softneſs 
of Heart, and that Love to Go, which ſhould melt 
and mollify the Heart. Let us then ſtir up our- 
ſclves, and one another to this godly Sorrow, for 
the Sins of the Land; there is Need of Rivers of 
Tears for theſe Heaps of Sin, as they tell of his 
letting in a River to that monſtrous Stable of Au- 
gias, that could not otherwiſe have been cleanſed 
in the Time allotted him. UG abit 8 


 AnD truly, as the Duty lies upon all the Faith- 
ful, the Miniſters of ti Word ought to be moſt 
eminent in it, the chief Mourers. And all that 
wiſh the Good of Church and Kingdom, ought to 
bear a Part with them, according to their Meaſure. 
Have we not much Need to intreat Reconcilement 


with Gop, that He prove not our Enemy? Yes, 


.X0E. AXXY. - E ſurely, 


80 1 


ſurely, and were we reconciled with Him, we 
would have little Need to fear” the Power of | 


Man. | 


FRY would be 8 Mika) 
ins, by all Means, muſt have theſe 


x * I mention'd; to be careful Ob- 
ſervers of the La themſelves, and to mourn for 
their own breaking of it. Now to the * | 


of the Law, it is abſolutely needful to know 
underſtand it, and that not only in the Letter, but 
according to the Spiritual Senſe and Meaning of it; 
for without this Knowledge, a Man may. light 
ſome Duty by Gueſs, = it Sho in the Durk, 
bat obſerve, the Law he cannot. (2) As a Man 
muſt know this Law, fo he muſt be inwardly con- 
vinced and perſuaded of the Divinity of it, that it 
is Gop's Law. (3) He muſt have a deep Appre- 
henſion of the Majeſty and Authority of the 
giver, to work Reverence, and of his Goodnck 


to beget Love; and the due Mixture of theſe two, 


will both rongly command, and ſweeten Obedi- 
ence to his Commiandments. And this Obedience, 
though it be not an abſolute fulfilling of the Com- 
mandments, yet it is a Reſpect to them all, as 
this Palm bath it. And from this Reſpect to the 
Law, will flow that other ROY « grieving 
ones we break 1 * 


AxD beſides all other Things that ſhould make 
a Chriſtian's own Sin grievous to him, there is one 
Thing cannot but move him much, The Conſide- 
tation of the Sorrow and Sufferings of Chrift. To 
view the Bleedings of the Loxp Jzsvs, cannot 
chuſe but pierce a believing Soul, and make it ſay, 
Did my Redeemer ſhed his Blood. for my Sins, 
and ſhall not I myſelf ſhed Tears for them? 1 
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ſeveral Occafiens., 5¹ 
Tears; but if it do ſo to any, make up that then 
with inward Grief, and it is well enough; that 
Eye of Gon can diſcern that as well as. the other: 
But truly, where Men have Tears for- lighter 
Cauſes (for all other Cauſes are lighter) and none 


ele for this, they feel not yet the Weight of Sin, ex- 
». I <<pt that Want be through the Deepneſs of Sorrow, 
for | which ſometimes will ſtop the Current of Tears, 


; though it uſed to run, at other Times: But this 
is a rare and happy Impediment. | 


Tuis Grief then muſt begin at Home. But it 
muſt not reſt there ; and whac were it comes in 
that Order,. it may be ſome Way a ſtronger Evi- 


* dence of Sincerity, to mourn ſor otbers Sins, than 
* for our own; for there feems to be more of God 
15 in it, becauſe there is leſs in it of ourſelves, and 
ny our own particular Intereſt.. 
w Now you will poſſibly think it but an unplea- 
i fant Duty that you have heard urged all this 
1 while; but Jook forward, and canſider the Iſſue 
” I of it. That which Crit ſpeaks in particular to- 
ibis Diſciples, is generally true in all Chriſtians. 
1 2 xvi. 20. Yo 7 and lament, „ e 
rejotte 3 ye be farrewful, but arrow 
he BY ball be turned ov male inte = The Water of 
a thoſe Tears ſhalt be turned into Wine of Conſo- 
lation. The Traffick of theſe Rivers is gainful, 
ke they export Grief and import Joy. When theſe 
3 Tears are called Seed, the Harveſt is called Joy. 
Is. They that ſow in Tears ſhall reap in Foy. They are 
here called Rivers, and they are 4.9 with a 


River, P/al. xxxvi. 8. for which they ſhall in the 
End be perfectly exchanged. Thou Halt make them 
drink of the River of thy- Pleaſures. And Revel. 
vii. 2 The Lamb /hall feed them, and lead them 
ne Lving Fountains of Waters. Here they run 
£©* wa E 2 en 
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down the Eyes, and water the Cheeks; and there | 
you read that Gon ſhall wipe them away from | 
their Eyes. Who would not be content to weep, 
to have Gop wipe away their Tears with bis own 
Hand ? Be ambitious then to be found amongſt the 
Mourners in Sion, and when you remove from 
this Valley of Tears, Gop ſhall at once fully 
wipe all the Stain of Sin from your Souls, and 
all Tears of it from your Eyes. And as He ſhall Þ 
wipe away the Tears with the one Hand, He wil 

ſet the Crown upon your Heads with the other. 


ISAIAH, be: 7. | 


Ariſe, ſhine, FR thy Light 15 come, ud the 
TXT of the Loxp i riſen po thee. 


4 4k þ a 


DMIRA BLE is the Worth,. IY Depth of 
A Divine Providence; this either we know 
not, or at leaſt ſeldom remember; while ur 
forget the Wonders of Providence, we direct our 
——— jects, and think not on itz 
and while we —— Depth of Providence (if at 
any Time we ward it) we judge raſhly and 
think amiſs of it. 9 — : 
Providence Gop rules the World, it is mote 
true of his ſpecial Providence towards his Chutch. 
This is both the moſt excellent Piece af it, and 
n and alſo the hard- 
. and therefore. it zequires: Sobriety: in 
; Judging. 


SrRMods on 


54 
Judging; 3 above all other Things he that ſuddenly 
Juc dges in this, make Haſte to err; to have a right 

iew of it, it muſt be taken altogether, and not 
by Parcels: Pieces of rareſt Artifice, while they arc 


a making, ſeem little worth, eſpecially to an un- 
ſkilful 7e, which being compleated, command 
Admiration. There is a Time when the Daugh- 
ters of Sion embrace the Dunghill, and fit deſolat: 
* the Streets.” Hove that ſame Time 2 Voice] 
Babylon i is, ba as i Pueen and ee 10 
Sorrow. All is out 7 — — But if — | 
2 while we ſhall ſee Sion and Babylon appointed to Þ 
Seats, by the great Maſter of the World; 
— 3 He) Daughter of Babylon, f 
in the Duſt, Ifa. xlvii. 1. And here to Sion; Ari/e, 
Hine, for thy Light is come, and the Glory of th: 
Lomp is rien upon thee. It is an entire Cataſtrophe, 
both Parties find à notable Alteration together. 
That ſame Hand that exalts the one, ruins the o- 
ther. When the Sun riſes upon the Church, her 
Aatipodes muſt needs be covered with Darkuck. 
As we find in the next Verſe to the Text. Dart. 
neſs all cover the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs th: 
People, but the Loxp ſhall ariſe upon thee, and hi 


nA de fors age thee. 
Tur Prophet elevated by the Fes of 8 


2 KS va of after „as clear as if preſent, ſeems 
there to find his People fitting under the dark Man- 
tle of a fad and tedious Night, and having long ex- 
pected the Sun's Return in vain, before its Time, 
they give over Expectation when it is near them. 
No the Prophet as it were ſtanding awake on ſome 
: in, perceives the Day aproaching, and the 
Chariots of the Morning of Deliverance 
- thaſting forward, and ſeems to come ily with 

= d News, to a Captive People, and ſounds 


: 996 Ears, Ar iſe, ſpine, for 125 
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Light is come. The very Manner of | Expreflion' is 


ſudden, and rouzing without a Wr Not a 4. 
riſe and Na But yo, Joon: : 


THE Words have in them, a clear Relation to 


| 1 low Poſture, and obſcure Condition; they ſup- 


poſe a People ly ing, or ſitting without Light; — 
Diſtreſs is that as Soil that eſtzſets off the Luſtre 
of marvellous Deliverances; and among many o- 
ther Reaſons of the Church's Viciſſitudes, why may 


not this be one. The Lord is more illuſtrious in 


the World by that deep Wiſdom and great Power 
that ſhines when He raiſes and reſtores her from 
deſperate Afflictions, than if He had ſtill preſerved 
her in conſtant Eaſe ? He ſeems ſometimes careleſs 
of her Condition, and regardleſs of her Groans ; 


but even then, is He waiting the moſt fit Time to 
be gracious, as our Prophet fpeaks: And when it 


is Time, out of the baſeſt Eſtate, He brings her 
forth more freſh, ſtrong, and beautiful than be- 
fore. - Though you have lain among the Pots, ye fhall 
be a; the Wings 1 of « Dove covered with Sikugr, and 
her Feathers with yellow Gola, Pſalm Ixviii. 13. Do 
with the Church — you will, ſhe 7.— come 

through, and that with Advantage. Mer ga: | 


Funds pulchrior exilit, as one fays of Rome, 


the Church ſeventy Years captive, yet after this, 
/he ſhall ariſe and ſhine mere glorious than ever. 


Bur ſurely the Strain of this Evangelick Prophe- 


cy tiſes higher than any temporal Deliverance. 


"Therefore we muſt riſe to ſome more ſpiritual Senfe 
of it, not excluding the former. And that which 


ſome call divers Senſes of the fame Scripture, 1s in- 
deed, but divers Parts of one full Senſe. This Pro- 
phecy is out of Queſtion, a moſt rich Diſeri 
of ihe Kingdom of Chri/t, under the Goſpel. ' 


in this Senſe, this Invitation to Ariſe and 55 is 


A mainly 
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n — oe 
other People. They e firs invite _ — 


Hine, — this Sun aroſe firſt in their Horizon. 
Chrift came of the. Jets, and came firſt to them. 
The Redeemer ſhall come to Sion, ſays our ORE 
in the former Chapter, but miſerable 
knew not dy a fo Viſitation, nor the Thin 
that concerned Peace, and therefore — are 
now hid from her Eyes: She delighted to deceive 
| herſelf with Fancies of (I know not what) imagi- 
nary Grandeur,. and outward Glory, to which the 
promiſed Mzs31a n ſhould exalt her; and did, in 
that Kind particularly, abuſe this very Prophecy; 
ſo doting upon a Senſe groſly literal, 1, the forfeited 
the Enjoyment of thoſe . Bleſſings that are 
here deſcribed. But, undoubtedly, the Zews ſhall 
once more be commanded to ariſe and ſhine, and their 
Return ſhall be the Riches of the Gentiles; and that 
ſhall be a more glorious Time than ever the Church 
of Gon did yet behold. Nor is there any Incon- 
venience, if we think the high Exprefiions of this 
Prophecy have ſome ſpiritual Reference to that 
Time; ſince the great or of the Gentiles ap- 
. — of oy —— Chapter to a 
urpo! xi. 29. ey forget a main Point 
of the Church's — n e ſor the 
| Jews Converſion. 


Bur to paſs that, and inſiſt on the ſpiritual $ Senſe 
- theſe Words, as directed to the whole Church 
of Chrif. They contain a powerful Incitement to 
a twofold Act, inſorced (as I conceive) by one 
Reaſon, under a twofold . neither of 
them ſuperfluous, but each givingLightto the other, 
= aptly with the two Words of Com- 
oo Lon is riſen; 
1 Light is come. | 
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Iv I not now ſub-divide theſe Parts again, but 
rather unite them into this one Propoſition: TH 

| Coming and Preſence of Chriſt, engages all to whom 
He comes, to ariſe and ſhine. In this Propoittion 
may be conſidered, the Nature of the Duties, the 
Univerſality of the Subject, and the Force of the 
Reaſon. - . irſt, the Nature of the Duties, what it 
* did Dine, 7 oo CEO TT 0 


ARISING hath either Reference to a Fall, of to 
fome contrary Poſture of Sitting or Lying; or to 
one of theſe two Conditions that are ſo like one 
another, Sleep or Death: And to all theſe, ſpiritu- * 
ally underſtood, may it here be referred. "This is 
the Voice of the Goſpel to the Sons of Adam, Ariſe, 
for in him they all fel. The firſt Sin of that firſt 
Man, was the great Fall of Mankind: It could not 
but undo us, it was from ſo high a Station. Our 
daily Sins are our daily Falls, and they are the 
Fruits of that great one. Thou baff fallen by thine 
Iniguity, ſays the Lord to his People, Hoſea xiv. 1. 
For theſe Poſtures of Sitting and Lying, the Scrip- 
ture makes Uſe of them both, to f1 = the State 
of Sin. Says not St. John, The 4 7 or ld lies in 
Wickedneſs, 1 John v. 19 ? Are not the People ſaid 
to fit in Darkneſs, Matt. iv. 16 ? Which is direct- 
ly oppoſite to ari/e-and ſhine. In the Darkneſs of 
Agypt, it is ſaid, the People fat ſtill; none aroſe 
from their Places. In the groſs Miſt of corrupt 
Nature, Man cannot beſtir himſelf to any ſpiritual 
Action, but when Light is come, then he may, 


* 


and ſhould ariſe. 
: e 4 


Now for Sleep and Death. Sin is moſt fre- 
quently repreſented, in Holy Writ, under their black 
Vizors. To forbear Places where they are ſeverally 
fo uſed, we ſhall find them jointly in one, pb. 
14. Awake thou that ſfleepeſt, and ariſe fromthe 
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Dead ; which Place ſeems to have l Allufion 1 
to this very Text. 


Tux impenitent Sinner is as one buried in * 
his Soul is in Darkneſs, fit for Sleep, and loves to 
be ſo. That he may es hea he ſhuts all 
the Paſſages of Li & as Enemies to his Reſt; and 
fo, by cloſe Windows and Curtains, makes an ar- 
tificial Night to himſelf within; not a Beam a 
there, though without the clear Day of the Goſpel 
| —— him. The Senſes-of his Soul, 
as we call them, are all bound up, and are not ex- 
erciſed to diſcern Good and Evil: And bis leading 
Faculty, his Underſtandi 2 is n with 
fleepy Vapours, that arife inceſſantly from ww 
verſe AﬀeQions; nor hath his + hoped 
exciſe, in this {1 cepy Condition, but the vain Buſi- 
nefs of — His moſt refined and wiſeſt 
are but mere Extravagancies from Man's 
due End; and his greateſt Conceraments, nothi 
0 Dreams. Yet he is ſerious in them, 
onder, for who can diſcern the Folly of his 
2 he is awake? He that * be 
_eateth, when he awakes finds bis Soul empty, and nat 
—— 2 4 n 
teeps, 18 uſineſs des * et ſpends he N 
Hand- Breadth ——— + while he is faſt a- 
as if he were in continual Employment : 


2 if it be not needful bid this Man 


* — is. woe a 1 i 


LazrzY, This: Voice may import; that Man is 
ſpiritually dead. Gow is the Life of the Soul, as 
it is of the Body; while He dwells there it is both 
comely and active, but once deftitute of his Pre- 
fence, becomes a Carcaſs, where, beſides Privation 
of Life and Motion, there is a'poſitive Filthinefs, 


. e 6 
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fon if that of dead Bodies. And as dead Bodies are re- 
moved from the Sight of Men, dead Souls are caſt 
out from the favourable Preſence of Go p, till 
Chriſt's ſaying Ariſe, revive them. The Scripture 
is undeniably clear in this, that Man is naturally 
dead in Sin, The Goſpel bids him Ariſe, and it 
is Chri/t that is his Life, and that raiſes him. Thus 
= we ſec, in ſome Meaſure, what it is for Men to 
8 41/c. * ; 


No being riſen, they muſt ine, and that two 
Ways, jointly and publickly, as they make up vi- 
ſible Churches; and likewiſe perſonally, in their 
particular Converfation. Firſt then, What is the 
| ſhining of the true Church? Doth not a Church 
7 then Find, when Church: Service is raiſed with 
pompous Ceremonies, rich Furniture, and gaudy 
Veſtments? Is not the Church then beautiful ? 
Yes, indeed, but all the Queſtion is whether this 
be the proper genuine Beauty or no; whether this 
be not ſtrange Fire. Methinks it cannot be better 
decided, than by referring to St. John, in his Book 
of the Revelations. We find there the Deſcription 
of two ſeveral Women, the one riding in State, ar- 
rayed in Purple, decked with Gold, and precious 
Stones, and Pearl, Rev. xvii. 4. The other in rich 
Attire too, but of another Kind, cloathed with the 
Sun, and a Crown of. twelve Stars on her Head, 
Chapter xii. The Ornament of one was all carth- 
ly ; this Woman's is all celeſtial: What need the 
borrow Light and Beauty from precious Stones, 
that is cloathed with the Sun, and crowned with 
Stars; ſhe wears no ſublunary Ornaments, but, 
which is more noble, ſhe treads upon them, the 
Moon is under her Feet: Now if you know (a8 
you do all without Doubt) which of theſe two «, 
the Spouſe of Chriſt, you can caſily reſolve the. 


+ 


Queſtion. The Truth is, thoſe Things * 
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deck Religion, but they undo it. Obſerve where 
they are moſt uſed, and we ſhall find little or no 
Subſtance of Devotion under them, as we ſee in 
that corrupt Church of Rome. This Painting is 
diſhonourable for Chris Spouſe ; and beſides, it 
ſpoils her natural Complexion. The ſuperſtitious 
Uſe of Torches and Lights in the Church by Day, 
is a Kind of Shining, but ſurely not commanded 
here. No it is an Affront done both to the Sun in 
Heaven, and to the Sun of Righteouſneſs in the 
Char ©: | 


WHarT is meant then, when the Church is com- 
manded to ſhine, or be enlightened? Theſe two 
Readings give the entire Senſe of the Word; hav- 
ing no Light of herſelf, ſhe muſt receive Light, and 
then ſhew it; be enlightened, and then ſhine: She 
is enlightened by Chr:/t, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
ſhining in the Sphere of the Goſpel. This is that 
Light that comes to her, and the Glory of the Lok 
that ariſes upon ber Hence ſhe receives her Laws 
and Form of Government, and her Shining is the 
pure Exerciſe of thoſe, and Conformity to them. 


AND the perſonal Shining of the ſeveral Members 
of a Church, is a comely Congruity with pure 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, and it is that which now 
is moſt needful to be urged. Every Chriſtian Soul 
is perſonally engaged firſt to be enlightened, and 
then to ſhine; and we muſt draw our Light for 
ourſelves, from the ſame Source that furni the 
Church with her publick Light. There is a Word 
in the Civil Law, Uzxor fulget radiis mariti, Ihe 
Wife ſhines by the Rays of her Huſband's Light. 
Now every faithful Soul is eſpouſed to Chri/t, and 
therefore may well ſhine, ſeeing the Sun Himſelf is 
their Huſband; He adorns them with a double 
Beauty of Juſtification and Sanctification: By => 
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they ſhine more eſpecially to Gon, by this to Men. 


here The Light of Sanctification muſt begin in the. Un- 
r no derſtanding, and from thence be transfuſed to the 
e in Affections, and from thence break forth and ſhine 
g is into Action. This is then the Nature of the Du- 
„ it ties, Ariſe and ſhine. i 

Ous ; ' | 
ay, Wr are, ſecondly, to obſerve the Univerſality 
ded of the Subject. Every Man that knows Chrift, is 
in here engaged to ſhine too; neither Grandeur ex- 
the empts from the Duty of Shining, nor Meanneſs 


exclude from the Privilege of Shining: Men of low 
Condition need not deſpair of it, for it is a ſpiritual 
Act; great Men need not deſpiſe it, for it is a no- 
ble AS to ſhine by Chri/”s Light. In the third 
Verſe of this Chapter it is ſaid to the Church, Kings 
ſhall come to the Brightneſs of thy Riſing. To what 
End, but to partake of her Light, and ſhine with 
her. And indeed the regal Attire of Chris Righ- 
teouſneſs, and the white Robes of Holinefs, will 
exceeding well become Kings and Princes. Grve 
the King thy Fudgments, O Loxp, and thy Righte- 
ouſneſs to the King's Son. 


Tux third and laſt a eee was, the 
Force of the Reaſon, that Chr:/'s Preſence engages 
to Ariſe and ſhine; wherein it is ſuppoſed, that 
Chrift, declared in the Goſpel, is the Light which 
is ſaid here to come, and the Glory of the Lox D 
which is ſaid to be riſen ; ſo that now, it ſhould be 
more amply cleared, how Chrift is Light, and the 
Glory of the Loxp, and what his Coming and 
Riſing is; but of theſe afterwards. I ſhall cloſe 
now with a Word of Exhortation”  _ 


ARISE then, for the Glory of the Loxp is riſen. 
The Day of the Goſpel is too precious, that any of 


it ſhould he ſpent in Sleep, or Idleneſs, or worthleſs 
ä Buſineſs: 
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Buſineſs : Worthleſs Buſineſs detains many of us: 
Ariſe, tmmartal Souls, from moiling in the Du, and 
working in the Clay, like Zgyptian Captives. Ad- 
dreſs yourſelves to more noble Work 3 there is a 
Redeemer come, that will pay your Ranſom, and 
reſcue you from ſuch vile Service, for more excel- 
lent Employment. It is ſtrange, how the Souls 
of Chriſtians can ſo much forget their firſt Original 
from Heaven, and their new Hopes of returning 
thitber, and the rich Price of their Redemption, and 
dwell fo low, and dote fo much upon Trifles. How 
is it that 47 0M; nat their Well beloved's Voice, 
crying, Arie my Love, my fair one, and come away? 
Though the Eyes of Balten, are ſo enlightened, 

t their Spirits are often ſeized with a Kind of 
Deowfines. and fometimes even then, when they 
ſhould be of moſt Activity. The Time of Chri/?'s 
Check. to his three Diſciples made it very ſharp, 
though the Words are mild, I bat / could you not 
watch with Me one Hour ? Shake off, believing 
Souls, that heavy Humour. Ariſe, and. ſatiate the 
Eye of Faith with the Contemplation of Chri/?'s 
Beauty, and follow after Him, till you attain the 
Place of full Enjoyment. And you others that ne- 


ver yet (aw Him, Ariſe, and admire his matchleſs 


Excellency. The Things you cfteem great, are 
but ſo through Ignorance of his Greatneſs ; His 
Brightneſs, if you ſaw: it, would obſcure to you the 
greateſt Splendor of the World, as all thoſe Stars 
That go never down upon us, yet are ſwallowed up 
in the ſurpaſſing Light of the Sun when it ariſes: 
Stand up frem the Dead, and He ſhall give you Light : 
Ariſe and work while it is Day, for the Night ſhall 
come wherein none can werk, ſays our Saviour Him- 
ſelf: Happy are they that ariſe early in the Morn- 
ing of their Youth, for the Day of Life is very 
ſhort, and the Art of Chriſtianity Jong and difficult. 
Is it not a grievous Thing, that Men never conſi- 
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der why they came into the World, till they are 
upon the Point of going out again? Nor think how 
to live, till they be ſummoned to die? But moft 
of all unhappy he, that never wakes out of that 
pleaſing Dream of Falſe Happineſs, till he fall into 
eternal Miſery: Ariſe then l and prevent 
this ſad Awakening. | 


AnD being riſen, put on n va 
Draw towards you, with the he Hand of Faith, the 
rich Mantle of Chriſ's Righteouſneſs. It is Time 
toawake, fays the Apoſtle, ; pang Xiii. 11. And pre- 
ſently after, Put ye on the Loxp Jeſus Chriſt. And 
it is a Wonder, how a Sinner can reſt, white he 
is out of this Garment ; for there is no other Th 
Heaven nor Earth can winde him ſhine to Gon, and 
fo ſhelter him from the Stroke of Juftice: Pur Him 
on then, and fo ſhine: Being thus cloathed, then 
ſhalt ſhine in Juſtification, and likewiſe in 8 
What a Privilege i is it to be like Gop: A fangti- 
fied Conſcience, what can be faid againft it?” 


Avp firſt, have an en iohtenied Underftniing; 
for that is the proper Seat of Light, "That ignorant 
Zeal that Rome commends, expoſes Religion. to 
Scorn and Contempt : Heat without Light, is the 
Character of the Fire of Hell. I know all are ni 


tied to a like of Knowledge; but certain 
all are obliged to have a Competency y, and Dil- 
Frs for Increaſe: Aſpire then to be intelligent 
hriſtians, and to know well what you believe: 
Let your Minds be filled with Knowledge, as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks. But let it not ſtop there, it muſt 
have Influence into the Will : True Light conveys 
Heat. All the Knowledge that the natural Man 
hath of Chris, not warming his Affections to Chriſt; 
s but 79215 ſatuns, a vain Light; it ſhall never lead 
him to Happineſs. W ight produces Love, 
and 
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and by that acts. Faith works by Love, ſays the 
That breaks forth and ſhines in the Life, 
in Goedlinefs, Rightcouſneſs, and Sobriety. Shine 
then i in all theſe; firſt in Piety towards Gop, for 
this is the Reflection of theſe Rays of Light back 
toward their Source; and this will command the 
other two. No Man that ſhines in Godlineſs, will 
wallow in Injuſtice and Intemperance : Guile and 
Wrong cannot endure the Light: They th are 
unjuſt cannot ſhine; and let them never offer to 
thine among Chriſtians, that are not ſober, but 
ſtained yn iot and Uncleanneſs. Theſe foul E- 
normitie: Waſte the Conſcience, and put out 
the Light. 1 Ia can that pure Spirit, that choſe 
the Likeneſs of a chaſte Dove, dwell, and give 
Light in that Soul that is a Neſt of impure and fil- 
thy Luſts? No; there can be no Fellowſhip be- 
—— this celeſtial Light, whereby we ſhould fine 
and thoſe infernal Works of Darkneſs. | 


Lear d prophane Men hold it Wit, to coff at P. 
rity; but you that move Heaven-ward in 
Earneſt, and mean to ſhine in Glory, ſhine 
in Holineſs : For without Holineſs no "Man Pall b 
Gop. And do it with theſs Qualifications. 


* ConvTANTLY i in every D 5 not t this 
vine out, either b „in Froſperity, 
or by Nie in Adverſity: TED 9944 
rn —— Place, and be "dark in your ber: 
be + that do thus, have their Reward. That is 
St if rightly * Beware 7 Hy- 
poerify 5. 
AoA, Shine ively, gaining fill more 
and more Victory over Darkneſs, till you attain 
unmixed and perfect Light. The Way of the 1; 
lays 


2 LS a | SY WW LE 1 


— „ —_— 


Alen, that they ſeeing your good 
| ſelves, if 8 1 as the Sun affords its 
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ys Solomon) is Ble the Plning Light, that ſhineth 


more and more unto the perytet ay, | rov. iv. 18. FD 


| Lasrty, Shine humbly to his Glory, whoſe 


Light you borrow, not to ſhew forth your own. 


Excellencies, but His, who hath called you from 
' Darkneſs ts hit marvellous Light, 1 Pet. fi. q. If 


we be Children of Light, our nefs muſt praiſe 
the Father of Lights: Let your = uf fo Hine before 
orks, (not your- 


Light, and will ſcarce ſuffer us to look upon itſelſ) 


| may glorify. (not you, but) your heavenly Father. 


To conclude, The pure Light of the Chatch'fs 
revived, and the Glory of the LORD is riſen pon you, 
and upon this Glory there ſhall be a Defence: If 
Go be your Glory in the Midſt of you, He will 
be likewiſe a Wall of Fire round about you. All 
the Danger is, if we fall ſhort in the Duty of 
Shining. As you deſire then that this Glory ſhould 
abide and dwell amongſt . It all Eſtates of 
Men provoke one another to ſhine bright in Ho 
neſs: You who either by Birth or Office are in 


eminent Station, know that you were ſet there to 


be eminent and exemplary in Shining, as Stars of 
more notable Magnitude: You who are Miniſters 
of this Light, know that you are the Light of the 
World, and if the very Light become Darkneſs, how 
great will that Darkneſs be? You that are of a lower 
Order, knaw that you muſt ſhine too; for it is a 
common Duty. There is a certain Company of 


BE ſmall Stars in the Firmament, which though they 


cannot be each one ſeverally ſeen ; yet, being ma- 
ny, their united Light makes a conſpicuous Bright- 
neſs in the Heaven, which is called the milky Way : 
So though the Shining of every private Chriſtian is 
not ſo much ſeverally W yet CNY 
3 | an 
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and Meeting of their Li will make 2 
bright Path of Holineſs Acbe Guck. 


Now to the End we may each one ſhine in out 
Meaſure, we muſt learn to turn ourſelves often to- 
wards Him from whom our Light is derived: Con- 
verſing with Him will make us more and more like 
Him. There is an unknown Virtue for this Pur- 
poſe in ſecret Prayer and Meditation : Were we 
more in the Mount with Gop, our Faces would 
ſhine more with Men. Let us then reſcue from 
the World all the Time we can, to reſort frequent- 
ly thither, till the Soul, which is now often pulled 

wn again by the Fleſh, ſhall let that Mantle fall, 
and come down no more; but ſhine there without 
Spot, and be for ever ſatisfied with her Maker: 

mages 


* 
; * 
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them a five or ſix Months Night all of one Piece. 


conceive their Night draws towards an End, they 


fiſt diſcover the returning Light; which, ſo 
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Isarian Ix. I. 


| 4riſe, ſpine, for thy Light is come, and the 


RuLy,. Light is ſweet, and it is a pleaſing 

Thi ng to 1250 Love Sun, ſays the Preacher, 
Eccleſ xi. 7, But the Interchange of Night 
with Day, adds to its Beauty. And the longeſt 
Night makes Day the welcomeſt; as. that People 
wel know, whoſe Situatien in the World gives 


It it reported of ſome. of them, That when they 


put on their richeſt Apparel, and climb up to the 
higheſt Mountains, with Emulation, who ſhall 
ſoon, 
a 
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ſalute, with Acclamations of 


Joy, and welcome it with ſolemn Feaſting, — 4 
dach is the Lethargy of finful Man, that he Air Y 


other Teſtimonies of exceeding Gladneſs. 


not to meet his ſpiritual Light; and which is worſe, 
when it comes upon him, it finds him in Love with 
Darkneſs; - infleed*of his Shouts of 
Light, many a Cry muſt be be ſounded in his 
Ears, to awaken him, and it is well too, if at 
length, he hear and obey this Voice, Ariſe, Hine, 
for thy Light is come. It is clear that the Words 
contain a nd, and the Reaſon of it: The 
Command to a twofold Act, The Reaſon under 
two Expreſſions. Good Reaſon the Church ſhould 
ariſe, when the Lord's Glory is riſen upon her; 
and it-is very congruous ſhe ſhould be em hens 
and ſhine when her Ligh 
Acts or Duties, ſomewhat was formerly 
and the Reaſon, likewiſe; was made Uſe of ſo far, 
as relative to thoſe Duties, and tending to their In- 
forcement. It will be now expedient to conſider, 
kmply in themſelves theſe latter Words: Light 
is came, aud the Cuy of the Loxp is riſen upon 


thee. 


So far as this Pre | hath reſpect 
Reduction of the Fetvs, from the Babyloni/h Cap- 
tivity; that Temporal Deliverance, was their 


Light, and that Divine Power by which it was 


„was this Glory of the Lox D. And In- 
deed, both theſe reſſions are 
in ſuch a Senſe in Holy Writ: Bur this lit 
Senſe is but a Step 'to elevate the Prophet to 
Sight of Chri/f's Spiritual N which is u- 
Tual with him, as our Saviour ſelf teſtifies, of 


another of his Prophecies. © Theſe Things, faid 


E/aras, when he * bis Glory, and ſpoke of Him, 5 


Rig. . 
4 In 


for this 


t is come. Of thoſe two 
ſpoken, 


to the 


ently uſed, N 
I "i 
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F In theſe Words, there are three Things, con- 
| 1 {Mecrning Chr;/?, repreſented to the Church's view. 
, | Firſt bis Beauty and Excellency, in that he is cal- 
led Light, and the Glory of the Loky. Secondly, 
The Church's Propriety and Intereſt in Him, Thy 
Liebt, and riſen upon thee, which hath an Emphaſis, 
Nas the very next Verſe doth clearly manifeſt; as 
He is original'y the Glory of the LorD, and the 
Light of the Lok, ſo He is Communzcatively the 

| Church's Light and her Glory too, as it is ex- 
preſs'd in the 1th Verſe of this ſame Chapter, Thy 
Gop, thy Glory. Thus hath ſhe both his Worth, 
and her own Right, in Him, to conſider, Thirdly, 
His Preſence, or her actual Poſſeſſion, He is come, 
and is riſen; and in theſe the Church, and each 
faithful Soul, may find a double Spring of Aﬀec- 
tion, the one of Love, the other of Joy : The tran- 
ſcendent Beauty of Chriſt makes Him the choice 
Object of Love, and her Property, in Him, or 
Title ta Him, together with Poſſeſſion, is the pro- 
per Cauſe of ſulid Joy. eee 


FixsT. then, this Excellency is expreſſed by 
theſe two Characters, Light, and the Glory of the 4 
Loxgp. Concerning which, it will be fit both 
to demonſtrate that they are the proper Titles of 
Chri/t, and alſo, to ſheẽ what they — 


IndszD, the Apoſtle in his ſecond Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, Chapter 3, inſiſts much in extol- 
ling both the Light and the Glory of the Goſpel. 
And in the 4th Verſe of the next Chapter, ſpeaks 

che Light of the glorious Goſpel, but he imme- 
lately intimates whence it hath this Light and 
Glory ; the glorious Go} el of Chriſt, ſays he, who 
! the Image of God :- So that it is unneceſſary to 
aquire whether the Meſſiah, or the Word that 
teals Him, be rather here couched * 
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of Light and the Glory of the Load. Theſe two (; 
agree ſo well together, and theſe Words agree ſo 

well to them both, that it were an Injuly to at- 

tempt to ſever them: All the Difference will be te 
this, Chri/? is that incomplex and ſubſtantial Light, 
The that complex Light, wherein He ap- 
pears; but (not to be guilty of dar Terms, ef- 


pecially in a Diſcourſe of Light) I take it in this 
* Chrift is the Sun, and the Goſpel 
is 


Sphere, or Heaven, aetneipin He gives 
Light to his Church; He is primarily the Glory 
of the Lon n, and the C by Paniclpation, be bol 
cauſe it declares Him, ſo ed e e which 
.. bo Hake 
TP Inna rs EDO | 


| Tu AT Chrif 3 is Light, the 8 el i 

abundantly ; his own Voice, conoeroi Himſelf, F | 
{notwithſtanding the Cavil of the Phariſees) is 2 Ch 
 bove all Exception, for He is Truth itſelf. J an ble 
the Light of the World, ſaith He, he that follow ¶ der 
Me fhall not walk in Darkneſs, Joha viii. 12. The 952 
Father that ſent Him g 275 im the fame Title, J Not! 
will give Thee 5 nn TY my the Gentiles, Ifaiah Th 
_ 6. And not to y Citations of the I hlef 
ophets and Eyangeliſts, _ wich one Conſent N con 

ify this Light, take the true Teſtimony ei 
4 a falſe of 9s yt indeed, the favourable 
Witneſs of any Adverfary is ſtrongeſt. JE is that 
of Balaam, who faw that Chri/t was Light, though 
(becauſe he faw Him afar off (as he ſays himſelt) 
and had not his Eye fortified, like the true Pro- 
phets) he diſcerned Him but as a Star. There 
Hall come a Star out of Jacob, Numb. xxiv. 17. 
But what Need we go ſo far, to be certified what 
this Light and Glory of the Lord is; ſeeing the 
very next Verſe to the Text aſſures us of it? Upon 
— the Lon p ariſe. And in the 19th —_ 
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The LORD» Hall be t ng Light, and thy 
Goo 1 * N a 2 


By this Time, I hope it is clear, That the E- 
ternal Sen of Gon, co-eſſential with his Father, 
vas He that gave Accompliſhment to this Prophe- 
cy, by appearing to the World wrapt up in the 
Darkneſs of human Nature. He is that Day-/pring. 

om on high that hath w1jited us, as old Zacharias 


AMONG all created Excellencies, none can be 
borrowed, more fitly repreſenting. Chr; than that 
of Light. And is it not Chr:f. that decks his 
Church with ſupernatural Beauty? Hut the mani- 
ſold Agreement of Light with Grit, doth re- 
quire more particular Conſideration. | 


if, Þ Licnr is the firſt Object of Sight. And Jeſus 
ri, whom the Apoſtle ſtiles Gop over all, 
wm Bled for ever, is, the Prime Object of the Un- 
wi Ni derftanding : What is then become of that Divine 
be Sparkle, that underſtanding Soul, that the Father 

1 J Spirits breathed into theſe Bodies, that all our 
Thoughts creep here below, and leave their no- 
the Fiſt dject inconſidered? Which of us may not 
ent Fcomplain (though few of us do) that out Souls have 
ny Frither no Wings to elevate them to the Contem- 
pation of Him, from whom they iffued, or if they 
make Offers at it, our Affections, engaged to the 
World, make us, like a Bird tied by the Foot, 
all preſently down again? It is high Time to 
le hunting Shadows, and to turn our in- 
3 Eye to the beholding of this uncreated 
ight. 1 8 


rss. 


Iv this elementary World, Light being the firſt 
Viſible, all Things are ſeen, by itz; and it by Adolf. 
. es | | a us 
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Thus is Chri/ft, among Spiritual Things, in the 
elet World of his Church; all 2 are made 


manife/t by the Light, ſays the Apoſtle, Ep5. v. 13. 


ſpeaking of Chrift, as the following Verſe doth e- 


vidently teſtify. Tt is in his Word, that He ſhines 
and makes it a directing and convincing Light, 
to diſcover all Things that concern his Church 
and Himſelf, to be known by its own Brightneſs; 


| how impertinent then is that Queſtion ſo much toſ- 


fed by the Romiſh Church? How know you the 


_ Scriptures (ſay they) to be the Word of Gon, 


without the Teſtimony of the Church? I would 
alk one of them again, How they can know that 
it is Day-light, except ſome light a Candle to let 
them ſee it? They are little verſed in Holy Scrip- 
ture, that know __ that it is frequently called 


7 4 and they are ſenſeleſs that know not that 


bt is ſeen and known by itſelf. F our Goſpel 
51 ſays the Apoſtle, it is Ty. to them that periſh; 


4 Gop 7 this World having blinded their Minds a- 


der if ſuch fand in L of a T 


gainft the Light 0 pf the glorious 7 75 No Won- 
imony. A blind 


Man knows not that it 1s light at Notn-tay, but 
by report. But to thoſe that have Eyes, x. 
ſeen by ĩtſelf. 


AGAIN, it makes all other Things that are in 


the World to become actually viſible (as they 
ſpeak z) fo by this ſubſtantial Word, Feſus Chriſt, 


all Things in Religion are tried and diſcovered. 
Doctrines, and Worſhip, muſt be tried by this 
Light ; and what will not endure this Trial, muſt 
not be endured. in the Houſe of Gon. To the Law 
and to the Teflimony (ſays the Prophet ;) if they 
ſpeak not according to this Ward, it is becauſe there 


2s no Light in ibem, Iſaiah viii. 20. The Rays 


of Chri is Light are diſplayed thro* both his Tef- 
tainefits, and in them we ſee Him. Oo 
r 


of Chriſtians, acknowled 
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Bor oh! How ſublime is the Knowledge of 
Him: None is ignorant that there is Light, yet 
what Light is, few know; the beſt Wits are 
troubled to define it : So all that bear the Name 
that is, but 
to know what He is, is of marvellous Difficulty: 
In a ſpeculative Way, unſoundable is the Depth 
of his Nature and P ies, and his Generation 
ibo can declare? I deſine not whether his eternal 
Generation, or his Incarnation in Time. Theſe 
are Myſteries that ſhall hold the very Angels buſy 
in Admiration for ever, and for experimental 
Knowledge by Faith, how ſmall is the Num- 
= of thoſe that are truly acquainted with 
ut „ Ü§ & 1 19 © WH 


_ Again, Light fitly reſembles Chrift in Purity, 


it viſits many impure Places, and Lights upon 
the baſeſt Parts of the Earth, and yet remains 
pure and undefiled ; Chriſt ſees and takes Notice 
of all the Enormities, and ſinful Pollutions in the 
World (as David ſays of the Sun, Pſal. xix.) there 
is nothing bid from his Beams; yea many of thoſe 
toul Evils He cures, and purgeth away theſe Pol- 
lutions, and yet is never ſtained by them in the 
leaſt Degree; He is a Phyſician not capable of In- 

ſection, and therefore while He dwelt among Men, 
He ſhunned not Publicans and Sinners, but ſought 
them rather; for with ſuch was his Buſineſs and 
Employment. Indeed for a frail Man to be too 
bold in frequenting prophane and obſtinate Per- 
ſons, though with Intention to reclaim them, is 
not & ſo ſafe. They may pull him in, that 
would help them forth, and pollute him that would 
cleanſe them. But our Saviour, the Light of the 
World, runs no ſuch hazard; he is ſtronger than 
the per verſeſt ſinner, yea than the Prince of dark- 


neſs himſelf, over whom his Banners are always 
. victorious, 


W * _— 
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victorious, and purer than to be in danger of pallu- 
tion; his precious Blood is a Fountain openedfor Sin 
and Uncleanneſs, Sinners are puriſied by it, and 
it is not deſiled by them; Thoufands have waſh*d 
in it, xet it ſhall abide, and always ſhall be moſt 
perfectly pure: And ſuch a High Prieſi was need- 


ful for us, epiaiie. undefiled ; and though conver- 


ſant with Sinners, to communicate to them his 
Goodneſs, yet ſeparate from Sinners in Immunity 


from their lt. 


To this agrees well that Title, the Prophet 

Malathi gives Him, when he calls Him the Sun 

of Righteouſneſs, full of . Rightcouſneſs, 
11 


as the Sun is of Light, all luminous, without 


Spot, ſubje& to no Eclipſe in Himſelf, his Light 
being his own: Though our Sins interpoſed, may 


hide Him ſometimes from us, as thoſe rcal Eclipſes 
in the Sun, ate rather ours, for we are deprived 
of Light. but not the Sun. Chri/t is many Ways 
moſt fitly called the Sun; for ſince all created 
Light falls infinitely ſhort of his Worth, the 
Prince and Chief of them, the Sun cannot but 
ſuit beſt, ſo far as may be, to ſet forth his Excel- 


The Light of the Sun is neither parted nor di- 
miniſhed, by being imparted: to many People, and 
Nations that behold it at one Time; nor is the 
Righteouſneſs of this Sun of Rightcouſneſs either 
leilened to Himſelf, or to Believers, by many 
partaking of it at once; it is wholly conferred 
upon each of them, and remains whole in Him- 
ſelf. Hence it is, that not only Chriſt invites ſo 
liberally Sinners to come to Him, but even juſti- 
fied Perſons would ſo gladly draw all others to 
lay Hold on this Righteouſneſs of their Redeemer, 
knowing well, that if al] the World were — 
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by it, they themſelves would be no whit the 


AGAIN, the Sun hath a vivifying Power, not 
only of Plants and Vegetables; but if Philoſo- 
phers be right, it hath a ſpecial Influence in the 
Generation of Man. But this is both more cer- 
tainly and more eminently true of this Sun we 
ſpeak ot, in Man's Regeneration; that he is the 
proper and principal Efficient of it. The Evenge- 
lit calls him at once, The Light and the Life of 
Men, Jabn i. 4. To ſay nothing of Him as a 
Treaſure. Ile is the Source of our ſpiritual Life 


and Motion. 


Wen the Sun takes its Courſe towards us in 
the Seaſon of the Year, it drives away the ſharp 
Froſts, and the heavy Fogs of Winter, it clears 


the Heavens, decks the Earth with Varicty of 


Plants and Flowers, and awakes the Birds to the 
pleaſant Strains of their natural Muſick. When 
Chriſt, after a Kind of Winter, returns to viſit a 
declining Church, admirable is the Change that 
he produces; all begins to flouriſh by his ſweet 
Influence, his Houſe, his Worſhip ; his People are 
all cloathed with a new Beauty, but it is ſpiritual, 
and therefore none but ſpiritual Eyes can diſcern 
it. When He will thus return, all the Power 
and Policy of Man can no more hinder Him, than 
it could ſtay the Courſe of the Sun in its Circle. 
In like Manner, a Soul, that can do nothing but 
languifh and droop, while Chriſt withdraws him- 


ſelf, what inexpreſſible Vigour and Alacrity finds 


it at his returning? Then thoſe Graces; that ſem- 
ed to have been loſt, bud forth ancw, with a 
pleaſant Colour and fragrant Smell. It is the 
Light of his Countenance that baniſheth their falſe 
Fears, that ſtrengthens their Faith, and cures their 
676 Ta | Wt: ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual Infirmities. This Sun is indeed the fove- 
reign Phyſician: Unto you that fear my Name, ſtall 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe, with Healing under 
urin, Mal. iv. 2. ' © | 1 


FN ALL, All Darkneſs flees away before Him; 
it was his ariſing in the World, that made the 
Day break, and the Shadows flee away. The 
Types and Shadows of the Law were then abo- 
liſhed. It was his Light that diſpelled the Miſts 


of 2 and Idolatry, and He alone delivers 


the Soul from the Night of Sin and Miſery: All 


che Stars, and the Moon with them, cannot make 


it Day in the World, this is the Sun's Peculiar. 
Nor can Nature's higheſt Light, the moſt refined 
Science and Morality, make it Day in the Soul; 
tor this is Chris. 


Tus common Light of Reaſon, and Conſei- 
ence every Man that comes into the World, hath 


from Him as his Creator, but the ſpecial Light of 


Faith, they alone that are born again, have from 
Him as their Saviour. Groſs is the Darkneſs of 
every natural Mind, *till Chrift enlighten it. It 
can neither diſcern, nor receive. the Things of 
Gop. Ke were Darkneſs (ſays the Apoſtle) but now 
are you Light in the LokD. It is nothing elſe but 
a Maſs of Darkneſs, and the Companion of 
Darkneſs is Confufion : As it was in the Maſs of 
the World before Light was Created. And what 
is there under Heaven more confuſed than a carnal 
Mind? The Affections quite out of Order, and 
though all evil, yet fighting one with another, 
and continually hurrying the Judgment whither 
they pleaſe: Now to diſhpate this Darkneſs, and 
-xemedy this Confuſion, Chri# ſhines externally in 
his Word, but too much daily Experience teſti- 


whom 


es, chat this is not ſufficient.. Therefore to thofe 


ple Ignorance: of 


rally full. He that at firſt commanded Light to 


CELLO ET FEST 8 & e T5 


ſeveral Occaſions. 77 
whom He makes Children of the Light, to meet 
with chis outward Light of his Word, He gives 
another internal, by the Spirit. The Sun can 
make dark Things clear, but it cannot make a 
blind Man ſee them. But herein is the Excellen- 

of this Sun, that He illuminates not only the 
Gb bject, but the Facult doth not only reveal the 
Mee of his Kingdom, but opens blind Exes 
to behold them; and the firſt Lineament of the 
renewed Image of God in Man, is that Light in 
che n removing not only. that im 
Birine Things, but theſe Mil- 
conceits likewiſe, and falſe Principles, and that 
wicked. Pertinacy, . whereof Man's Mind is natu- 


ſhine out of Darkneſs, infuſeth Savi ng-Knowledge 
and Light, into the dark Soul of Mag. and this 
Light kindles Love, It hath a powerful Influence 
degetting Heat in the Affections. And this Di- 


vine Light conducts the 2 chat received it, 
till it be received to the Land and perfect 
Happineſs. Thus in our N the Feun- 


ta of Life, as the plalmiſt ſpeaks, * in * 


Light do we ſee Light, Pfal. OR V+ 


Hx. js likewiſe * filed; The: Clary Fo we 
Lonp. The Ark of Cop was called the glory: 
It enjoyed that Name as a- Type of ; Chreff,, in 
whom that which the: Ark contained was fulfilled. 
The Tabernacle is called the Dueling of God's 
Glory, Typifying Him in the Tabernacle, in 


wWhoſe human Nature that Glory dwells far more 


excellently. Jobn i 1. 147 ic ir nv, He dwelt 


ina Tabernacle among us, and we ſaw his. . as 


t'e Glory of the only begotten San of | Gop, 0 
Grace and Bt The Author cf the E Tens f 


the Hebrews calls Him, the Brightneſs of 527 Fe. 
ther's mo again, Co NCTE And 
7 3 er” - 
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under theſe Expreſſions lies that remarkable My 
ſtery of the Sen's Eternal Relation to the Father, 
which is rather humbly to be adored than boldly. 
to be explained, It is true, he is called the Wi/- 
dom of the Father, but this Wiſdom is too wonder- 
ful for us; He is called the J/ord, but what this 
Word means, I think we ſhall not well know, 
till we ſee Him Face to Face; and contemplate 
dim in the Light of Glory. Mean while we may 
fee Him, to be the Glory of the Lonp in a ſuffi- 
cient Meafure to guide us on to that clear Viſion 
reſerved above for us. Mie ſaw hir Glory, fays that 
'foblime Evangeliſt. But how could this excellent 
Glory be ſeen by finful Men, and not aſtoniſi and 
ſtrike dead the beholders ? He, was made Floſb and 
. among us (fays he) and we ſaw his Glory. 
That "Majeſty that we could never have looked 
upon, He veiled with human Fleſh, that we might 
not die, yea live, by ſeeing Him. There He ſtood: 
behind the Wall, and ſhewed himſelf through the 
| Trellis ; In Him dwelt the Fulneſs of the Godhead, 
1 Col. ii. 9. but it was bodiy. For who could have 
[ endured the Splendor of the Godhead's Fulneſs, if 
that Cloud of his Body had not- been drawn be- 
/ _ twixt? And through it did ſhine that Grace and 
1 Fruth, that Wiſdom and Power in the Work of 
aur Redemption, whereby He was clearly mani- 
feſted to be the Glory ofthe Lon nr 


Sun we need not now aſk the Church, or a 

believing Soul, what is her Beloved more than a- 
"nother? Or if we do, well may ſhe anſwer, He 
"1s the chiefeft among ten thouſand,” and altogether love. 
15. For He is the Light of the World, and the ] 
Glory of the Loxp. not the numerous Pitles 
q 


« 
* 
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of Earthly Potentates be once admitted into Com- 
pariſon with theſe. - If we believe David, the 
ſtatelieſt Things and Perſons in the World my i 
1 ; : ballanc = 
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ballanced with Vanity irſelf, are found lighter than 
it: And ſhall we offer to weigh chem with Chr:i/# / 
If we knew Him rightly, we would not ſell the 
leaſt Glance or Beam of this Light of his Counte- 
nance, for the higheſt Favour. of mortal Men, 
though it were conftant and: unchangeable (which 
it is not;) it is Ignoxance of Cbri that maintains. 
the Credit of thoſe Vanities we admire: The 
Chriſtian that is truly-acquainted with Him, ena - 
moured with the Brightneſs of his Beauty, can ge- 
nerouſſy trample upon the Smilings of the World 
with the one Foot, and her Frownings with the 
other; if he be rich or honourable, or: both, yet. 
he glories not in that, but Chi who is the Glory 
of the LoRD, is even then his chief Glory. And 
the Light of Chris obſcures that worldly Splendor: 
in his Edimation; and as the Enjuyment of Cbriſt 
overtops all his other Joys, ſo it overcomes his. 
Griefs, as that great Light. drowns. the Light of 
Proſperity, ſo it ſhines bright in the Darkneſs of 
Affliction; no Dungeon ſo cloſe that can keep 
out the Rays of Chris Love from his beloved 
Priſoners, The World can no more- take away 
this Light, than-it can-give it. And'as this Light 
is a Comfort; fo it is likewiſe a Defence, that ſuf-. 
fers no more of Diſtreſs to come near the Godly, 
than is-profitable for them: Therefore we find ve- 
ry frequently in Scripture, where this Light and 
Glory is mentioned: Protection and Safety jointly. 
ſpok en of. 1 | N 


Trux Loxp is my. Light, and my Salvation, 
whom fhall I fear ? ſays David, Pal. xxvii, 1. The 
Loxp is a Sun, and He isa Shield tos, Pal. Ixxxiv. 
11. And truly I-think him Shot- proof, that hath 
the Sun for his Buckler. And for Glory; Upon 
all the Glory ſbulli be a Defence, ſays our Prophet 
in his gth Chaptor, th Verſe. And the RY 
IJ. a s Were 
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ſume the Glory of his Foreſt, and of his 


this Light and Glory of the LorD, and ſhe ſhall 
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8 here he calls che Lok p the Church's Glory in 
the midi} of her, he calls him likewiſe a Wall if 


Fire round about her, Zach. ii, 5. The only Way 
then to be ſafe, is to keep this Light, and this 
Glory intire 3 to part with any Part of this Glory, 
is to make a Breach in that Wall of Fire, and if 


that be a Means of Safety let all Men judge: No, 


keep it whole, and then they muſt come through 
the Fire that will aſſault you. 


Non is this Light only defenſive of the Church 
that embraceth it, but likewiſe deſtructive of all 
ad erſe Powers; ſee a clear "Teſtimony of this, 
Jſaiab, x. 17, 18. And the Light of Iſarel ball le for 
a Fire, and his Holy One for a Flame (ſpeaking 
there of the Aſſyrians) and it Hall burn and devour 
his Thorns and his Briers in one. Day, and ſha!l cen- 
rutful” 
Field, and they ſhall be as when a Standard. Bearer 
fainteth. | : 235 7 "OF 


> 


Leer then the Church of Gop entirely obſerve 


undoubtedly be preſcrved by it. But to cloſe in a 
Word, firſt to thoſe that know this Light, and. 


then to thoſe that are yet Strangers to it. 


| You who know ri, glo in Rim . 
ally; well may He be your Glory, when He is 


the Glory of the Loxp: There are ſome that pre- 


tend Love to Chriſt, and yet a taunting: Word of 
ſome profane Miſcreant, will almoſt make them 
aſhamed of Him; how would they die for Chr 


that are ſo tender as not to endure a; Scoff for 


Him? Where is that Spirit 2 that accoun- 
ted the very Reproach of Cbriſi greater Riches 


than the Treaſures of Egypt? O learn to glory in 
Crit, think- highly of Him, and 'ſpeale ſo too. 
Gs | Methinks 
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Methinks it is the Diſcourſe in the World becomes 
Chriſtians beſt, to be ſpeaking one to another hon- 
ourably of Jeu Chrift And of all Men, the 
Preachers of his Goſpel ſhould be moſt frequent in 
this Subject. This ſhould be their great Theme 
to extol and commend the Loxp Jesvs, that th 
may enflame many Hearts with his Love; and 
can they do this, who are moſt ſtrongly taken 
with this Love themſelves; Such will moſt gladly 
abaſe themſelves, that Chr:i/t may be magnified : 
and whatſoever be their Excellencies, they ſtill 
account Chrif? their Glory,' and they are richly 
repayed, for He accounts them his Glory; this 
would ſeem a ſtrange Word, if it were not the A- 
poſtle's. They are the Meſſengers of the Churches, 


and the Glory ef Chriſt, 2 Cor. viii. 23. Delight 


who will either in Sloth and Ignorance on the one 
Hand, or in vain Speculations and frothy Wit on 
the other: Surely thoſe Preachers ſhall only be ap- 
proved in the great Day, who have conſtantly en- 
deavoured in their Meaſure, to ſpeak the beſt 
they could for their Maſter's Advantage : And 
happy thoſe Chriſtians, of what Eſtate ſoever, that 
in all Eftates make Chr:i/? their Glory, and in all 


Actions have their Eye fixed upon his Glory, 
who is their Light and the Glory of 


the 


Lorp. 


Now to thoſe that are Strangers to Him (would 
to Gop none that are to be ſpoken to, were ſuch,) 
to them I ſay, Notice would be 2 both of the 
Excellency and Neceſſity of Chri/ff. Though it 
were poſhbly to grope the way to Happineſs in the 
Dark; yet, none will deny but to be conducted 
thither by a conſtant Light, is both more ſafe and 


more delightful. But were there any Poſſibility to 


attain that End without this Light, the Neglect of 


it were not altogether ſa ſtrange. The 


. 
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of all is this, That C alone being both that 
Life, and the Way to it, and the Truth or Light 
chat guides in that Way, yet Chriſtians (ſo called) 
ſhould eſteem and Took after Him as little, as if He 
were wholly needleſs: What meaneſt thou, O be- 
fotted:Sinner ! Is ir ſollight a Fhing to die in thy 
Sins, and eternally for them, that thou wilt not 
ſo much as open and admit the Eight of Salva- 
tion? What wilt thou pretend in that terrible 
Day? Thiuugh all other Kind of People ſhould of- 
fer: ſome Excufe, thou who haſt heard the Goſpel, 
ſhall be ſpeechleſs: For not only the Rigour of 
Juſtice hall condemn; thee, but Mercy itfelf ſhall 

fead againſt thee, for thou haſt deſpiſed-it. That 
Lizhe id come and was not embraced, ſhall” be 
thy main Condemnation. How many thouſands 
that make no Doubt of Heaven, yet ſhall then fall 
mort of it? It is not a ſuperficial Proſeſſion that 
will then paſs current. It is not ſome Sighs and 
Groans from an unſanctiſied Heart, which either 
dome from Cuſtom or ſome preſent Touch of the 
Word: Nor yet is it ſome ſudden Riſings of in- 
ward Affection towards Chriſ upon the 23 of 
his Worth, that ſhall then ſerve the Turn. The 
intellective Knowledge of Ci, the diſtinct Uu- 
derſtanding; yea the othodux Preaching of his 
Goſpel, the maintaining ofhis publick Cauſe, and 
ſuffering for it, ſhall not then be found ſufficient. 
„ eee Apprehenſion of Chriſt, thoſe 
conitant Flames of ſpiritual Love, that even Courſe 
of holy Walking in his Light ſhall be the Charac- 
ters, whereby Chri ſhall own his Children, and 
admit them into the Inheritance of perſect Light. 
One of the Speakers in the Book of Feb, diſcour- 
ſing of the Proſperity of the Ungodly calls it, but 
nis Candle, and tells how long it can laſt. Fiis 
Candle (ſays he) Hall be put out with hin, and that 
the longeſt Term of it. If it laſt his Life-rime, 

J it 
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it ſhall convey him no further, he goes into Eter- 
nity in the Dark; and therefore, as St. ohn ſays, 
he knows net-whither-he goeth. Is it not a ſad 
Thing, when the Soul that knows no other but 
worldly Light, muſt take Leave of it, and enter 
into eternal Darkneſs, there to be unceſſantly tur- 
mented with preſent Anguiſh, and the frightful 
Expectation of the laſt * ; where it muſt 
take again that Body Which was the Acomplice of 
its Wiek edneſs, to be Partaker of its Punniſhment? 
Where it ſhall have a double Miſery to behold 
Crowns of Immortality diſtributed to the Godly, 
after the ſhort Combats of this Life, and itſelf 
thruſt qut among the Devils? Then ſhall all Men 
be ſome Way ſenſible, what is the Worth of this 
now contemned Light, the Loxp Jesus CHRIS, 
the greateſt Number too late, for they ſhall be 
baniſhed from it for ever; but the Righteous ſhall 
then moſt perfectly know, and for ever enjoy this 
Light, and Glory of the Loxd, To whom with 
the Father of Lights and Spirit of Grace, be an Eter- 
nity of Praiſe and Honour. n 
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Becauſe of the Savour of thy good Ointments, 


thy Name is as Ointment poured forth, 
therefore do the Virgins love Thee. © 


E natural Workings and Deſires of Thin 
are agreeable to their Being. The 
according to their ſenſitive Life ſeek thoſe 
hag that tend to the Preſervation of that Life, 
and affect nothing higher than thoſe, and they are 
ſatished. Man, (except ſuch as are in the loweſt 
Stage and Border upon the Beaſts) find Nature, e- 
ven corrupt Nature, raiſing him to higher Deſires 
and Deſigns. And yet of the beſt of them, the 
ſtle's Maxim holds true, They that are after 


the Fleſh, mind the Things of the Fleſh. But he ſub- 
2 the Excellency of ſome Men beyond the beſt 


aturaliſt, They that are after the Spirit, the 
Things 


Sm kia. wm oa * 
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Things of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 5. They muſt be 
coli to Things natural, but are ſtrongly mo- 
ved towards ſpiritual Bleſſings, and Chriſt the Sum 
of them. And having once taſted of his Sweetneſs, 
of the Savour of thy good 'Omtments ; they can ad- 
mit. nothing into Competition with his Love, and 


this it is that lies under theſe Words. 


NUMBERS have been his Gueſts at this Time, 
and the greateſt Number think * came to good 
Purpoſe; but know that you are ſo far from par- 
taking of Chrift in the Sacrament, that you have 
not ſo much as ſmelt his Perfumes; if you be not 
ſtrongly taken with his Love. Great are the Prai- 
ſes, and many the Duties you owe Him for fo rich 
Favours ; and ſhew therefore your Good-Will, and 
endeavour ſome Payment. But know that none of 
them are current except they be ſtamp'd with Love; 
if you love not, you do nothing, all your Labours 
and Services without it, are as ſo many Cyphers: 
And with it the meaneſt of them will find Ac- 
r | gs 


You have briefly in the Words, Chri/?'s Love- 
Jineſs, and the Chriſtian's Leue; the former the 
Cauſe of the latter, both couched under borrowed 
Terms, according to. the whole Strain of this alle- 
orical Song, to which the true experimental 
:nowledge of this Love is the beſt Commen- 
tary. 


I all Love, three Things are neceſſary: (1) 
Some Goodneſs in the Object, either true and real, 


or apparent and ſeeming to be ſo ;{for the Soul, be it 


never ſo evil, can affoct nothing but what it takes 
ſome Way to be good. (2) There muſt be a 
Knowledge of that Goodneſs ; for the moſt excel- 
lent Things, if altogether unknown, affect not. 
Vox. XXXV. H (3) There 
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(3) There muſt be a Suitableneſs or Agreement of 
2 904.5 Thing with the Nature of thoſe which 
5 affect — otherwiſe how #9 " TO it 
| i it is not good * them. 


| Now all theſe -1 Le have 8 in this ey 
(1) The Goodneſs, the Excellency of Chrift ex- 
preſſed by precious Oint ments. (2) The Manifeſta- 
tion and making it known, ſignified by the pouring 
Forth of bis Name, (3) His Fitneſs, 190 Congruity 
with them here mentioned, under this Denemins. 
tion /irgins ; ſuch as have "the Senſes oftheir Souls, 
not ſtop'd with the Pollutions of the World, but 
pure and active, and exerciſed to diſcern Greed and 
Evil; theſe three Requiſites thus met, muſt needs 
produce Love. Fer do the Virgins love 


Thee. 


i _ Becauſe of of the Saveur + if thi good Ointients. 
How true is Ua Apoſtle's Word, when he calls 
Chrift the Believers All Things, and that radical 
Grace of Faith, becauſe it apprehends Chrift hath 
2 Kind of Univerſality ; and it is reaſonable too, 
it alone being to the You, what all the five Senſes 
are to the Boy. It is the Eye and the 1 a 

wonderful Exe; It ſees Him that is inviſible, Heb. 
Ki. 27. EG YARN It taftes that the LoRD is gra- 
4 1 2 11. 3. Yea, take theſe both together 
in one Place, P/al. xxxiv. 8. O tafte and ſee that 
the LoRD is good. It is the Soul's Ear, for what 
elſe is meant, when it is ſaid, He that bath an Ear 
o hear let him hear; and was it not that Touch 
Which Chriſi took ſpecial Notice of, and with good 
_ Reaſon diſtinguiſhed from the common Touch of 
the Multicude that was crowding about Him; that 
Touch alone draws Virtue from Him, Some hat! 
touched Me, for there is Virtue. gone out of Me: 


And laſtly, as it 13 all thoſc other 1. and Chr ii 
its 


Selling, it finds the Savbur of his fragrant. Gra- 


ö +4 
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_ WaarT ſrangs, Dads is there betwixt the Opi- 


nion of Chriſſis Spouſe, and the World, that knows 


firable ; ſhe wonders that they are not all raviſh's 


4 . Ff 9 A 


with his Excellencies. They prefer the baſeſt Va- 


nities in the World before Him; ſhe finds the chot- 


ceſt and richeſt Things in the World too mean to 
reſemble the ſmalleſt Part of his Worth. See in this 
Song how buſily and ſkillfully ſhe goes to all the Crea- 
tures, and: crops the rareſt. Pieces in Nature and 
Art to ſet forth her Well-Beloyed, and ſeems to 
find them all too poor for her Purpoſe ; one while, 
ſhe extols Him above all Things beautiful, and 
pleaſant to the Eye. Another while above Things 
delectable to the Taſte, as in the former Verte, 
Thy Loves are better than Mine, and here prefers 
the Perfume of his Graces to the moſt precious 

Ointments. . FE 


_ Warzn a natural Eye looks upon the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, it finds it a bare and mean 
Kind of Ceremony. Take Heed there be not ma- 
ny, that come to it, and partake of it with others 
that prize it little, and do indeed. find as little in 
it as they look for. But oh ! What precious Con- 
tion doth a Believer meet with at this Banquet; 
how richly is the Table furn iſn'd to his Eye; what 
W employ his Hand and Taſte ? 
What abundance. of rare Dainties? Yet there is no- 
thing but one here, but, that one is all Things 
to the believing. Soul, It finds his Love is ſweete1 
than the richeft-Wine to the Taſte,” or bet Odour 
to the Smell; and that delightful Word of his, 
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leet oh. : be rrxit os rn gael I 24; 
"2 Sing are forgiven thee, is the only Mulick to 3 
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_ Thy goed Ointments.] TRI holy Ointment of 
the Sancti under the Law was compoſed ac- 
cordi RY God's obs Preſcription, , Exed. xxx. 
25. And they were ſtraitly forbid to imitate it, 
or make any like it, to ſignify the ſingular Holi- 
neſs, the matchleſs Worth of the anointing Oil of 

ladneſs, wherewith our High Prieſt the Lord 
fESUS, was anointed above his Fellows. And in 
this He is incomparable, that his Ointment He 
wu not from without. It was his own Divine 
Nature that perfumed his Manhood with theſe pre- 

cious Ointments. Gop and the Spirit of the Lox p, 

is ſaid to have anointed Him. Pſal. xlv. 7. Thou 

gt Righteauſneſs and hateft Wickedneſs: Therefore 

Cop, thy Gon hath anointed thee with the Oil ef 

Gladneſs above thy Fellows ; and Ifaiah Ixi. 1. The 

were 4 the Lok Gov 7s pen me, becauſe the 

ORD hath anointed me to preach goed Tidings unto. 
the Meck. But know that that Spirit, and the Fa- 
ther are one in Eſſence with-the eternal Son. In 
that myſtical Song much like to this, in the 45th 
_ Pſalm at the 8th Verſe, it is ſaid, that bis Garments 
ſmell of Myrrh,, and Alloes, and Caſſia as He comes 
farth of bis Ivory Palaces + When He came down 
from, above to dwell among Men, He apparell'd 


& 4 


| Himſelf. like them; He was cloathed with human 
| Fleſh. But yet that Veſture was fo tranſcendently 
enriched with all Graces as with coſtly 'Perfumes, 
| 4 that Men might eaſily know there was more under 

them than a Man, yea even in that low Eſtate 


did ſuch Beams of his Glory ſhine through, 
| that thou whoſe Eyes were open, did clearly behold 
| them, and knew Him to be no leſs than the only 
| begotten Son of Gop, by this, that He was fo full 

of Grace and Truth, John i. 14. And theſe are | 

| in 


| ſeveral Ogcafians. ==_ * 
in a Word, theſe precious Qintments, whoſe. de- 
lightful ſmell is here commended. , , | ig 


NOT to enumerate and deſcribe theſe 8 
what Tongue of Men, yea or of Angels were fuf- 
ficient ? What ther is the main Subject of the 
whole Sctiptures ? What mean all the Figures, and, 
Ceremonies of the Law the coſtly Furniture and 
Ornaments of the Temple.z/ the rich Veſtments of 
the High Prieſt; that fine Linnen, that Silk and, 
Gold, theſe Gems and precious Stones? Was any 
of them, were they all any other but Shadows and 
dim Reſemblances of the matchleſs Perſections of 
Jeu Ghrif4? It is ſtrange, that Chriſtians have ſo, 
ow Conceits of their,high Redeemes ! Wbat is the 
Goſpel, but à more clear and plentiful pouring 
forth of thoſe Ointments? What was the great 


Labour and Buſineſs of the Holy Apoſtles, but the 


diffuſing of Ghriffs Grace through the World? 
I determined ta know nothing among you ſave Chrift, 
and Him Crucified,. fays St. Paul to his Corinthians. 
What was that other Sacrament and this, but Co- 
verts under which Cbriſi conveys Himſelf and his 
Graces to the Believing Soul, while the profane 
and * hearted Receivers are ſent away with 
empty Elements? Thus you ſee how ample a Sub- 
ject theſe. Graces are in the general. And truly. 
the Conſideration: of any one Particular of them; 
might be the Employment of many Hours. 
Would you have the Wiſdom of Chrift; look 
what the Apoſtle ſays: of it, Col. it. 3. In Him 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knawiedge.. 
Not ſome Drops of Wiſdom, no, nor Streams, 
but a Fountain. A Treaſure, not one Treaſure, 
but Treaſures ; many, yea, all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, yet not obvious to every 
Eye, but, as Treaſures, are hid. The Children 
of Wiſdom, which are the World's Fools, have 
W d | H 3 ſome. 


90 SrxMoxs en 


ſome Kno of this his Wiſdom, and draw 
from it for their own Uſe; but to ſound the Depth 
ay be. who can be able? 


No leſs admirable is bis Holinefs. He is both 
- Immaculate Lamb, and the Undefiled Sacri- 
ice, ſuch a High Prieſt became us: Became us / 
Yes, Holy, Harmleſs and Undefiled, Heb. vii. 26. 
more we were defled with Sin, the more 
we in need of an undefiled and ſpotleſs High Prieſt; 
it was as expedient, that He ſhould be unlike us 
in that, as that He ſhould be like us in all other 
Things. Therefore, as for the Prieſthood, 
there was a holy conſecrating Oil, this Immor- 
tal High Prieſt was anointed with moſt entire and 
compleat Holineſs ; and this perfect Holineſs of 
his, is ſet forth as Myrrh, the beſt Ointments and 
Spices. Myrrh is of a Virtue preſervative from- 
Corruption. He was not only of excellent Smell, 
while He lived among Men, ” this Myrrh did- 
likewiſe preſerve and exempt Him from contrat- 
ing any or Pollution, by the bad Air 
of ſinful Company; ſo that he converſed- with Sin- 
ners, that He might Convert them without any dan- 
ger of Infection. And as He was thus extraordi- 
narily anointed with the Spirit of Wiſdom and Ho- 
linefe, ſo likewiſe with the Spirit of Meekneſs, there- 
fore called The Lamb 'of Gop: His Voice was not 
heard in the Streets. And take in that other Grace, 
which He Himſelf mentions, together with his 
Meekneſs, as being near in Nature to it, Humility; 
Learn of Me, for I am meet and Inuly in Heart, 
Matt. xi. 29. Indeed, Humility is an odoriferous 
Grace, and d adds a Kind of Sweetneſs and Luſtre 
to all other Graces. As Balſam, which is the chief 
of precious Ointments, uſed to be tried, and that 
is the trueſt and beſt, put into any Liquor, which 
goes to the Bottom, thay pry flight wbich OP 
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above, ſo thefe Graces are moſt upright, that are 
accompanied with moſt Humility. And that this 
may be out of Doubt, you know that Chrift (of 
whom we now ſpeak) as He had moſt Grace, ſo 
was He moſt exemplary in Humility ; and certain · 
ly the ſweet Smell of this good Ointment, did full 
tne 


whole Houſe, when He waſh'd his Diſciples 
Feet; as it is ſaid of the Ointment that Mary 
poured upon his Feet, in- the foregoing Chapter, 
Fohn xii. 1 c 


Auoncsr many other of his gracious Qualities 
that 3 5 be mentioned, we cannot but take par- 
ticular' Notice of his Love; the rather, becauſe 
the fragrant Smell of his Graces is here ſaid to be- 
get Love. Now you know that one of the ſtrongeſt: 
Attractives of Love, is Love, Magnes amoris amor. 
What made Him empty Himfelf of his Glory, 
but becauſe He was full of Love? What made 
Him take on Him the Form of a Servant, ſuffer 
Heat and Cold, and Hunger and Poverty, but 
Love? What other was it made Him digeſt the- 
Perſecutions, Revilings, and the Contradiction of 
Sinners, but Love? But the great Wonder of his 
Love is this, He died to become our Life; who 
hath loved me, and given Himſelf for me, ſays the 

t Apoſtle. And hereby percerve we the of 
30D, beeauſe He laid down his Liſe for us, ſays the 
beloved Apoſtle. Was it the Nails that held Him 
faſt to the Croſs, when they tauntingly bid Him 
come down? No, it was his Love, that was 
ſtronger than Death. But all this was nothing to 
the angry Countenance of his Father, nor would 
He ever have ventured upon that, if infinite Love 
had not perſuaded Him; no Wonder if the A- 
poſtle calls it a Love that paſſeti — That 
you may know, ſaith he, the Love of Chriſt which 
paſſeth Knowledge, Eph. iii. 19. Know it we _ 
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and ſhould, but. we muſt know withal, that we 
cannot know it fully. And this is our n 
that it is greater than we can comprehend, for, if 
it were not ſo, it would be leſs.than we Gland. in. 
Need of. So much of his Love we may under- 
ſtand, as may abundantly inflame our Hearts with 
Love to Him; for this Purpoſe hath He revealed 
it, 120 made; his Name — an — — 


His „ Name] Tuar is the DOE and Mantel. 


tation of his Excellencies; and if you 9 it 


properly of his Name Jus, and Cbri, or the 
Maſſtab, it is true of them; for they ate fi — 
of theſe: Excellencies. Aſk an afflicted — 
wats that is, a Saviour, be, not. 2 precious. 
ord, that hath a ſovereign Value, both a refreſh- 
ing Smell, and a away Virtue? The Hammer 
of the 2 Haw way "+ Heart in Pieces, but 
it is only the Blood of Jeſus that can ſoften it; 
and where, it is effectually poured, either upon a 
wounded Soul, it heals it, or upon a hard Heart, 
it molliſies it. For that other ame, Chrift, well 
may it be called an Ointment: poured out, for it. 
ſignifies his Anointing ; and that the ſweet Savour: 
* may effect, read but that one Paſſage, 
Ixi. 1. The Spirit of the Lorp/Gon is en me, 
wy the LorD hath anointed me td preach god 
Tidings, &c. What ineſtimable Riches of Con- 
ſolation is there in each of theſe Effects, to which 
Chri/t was anointed? And yet we find not a Word 
amongſt them all for 2 — ſtiff· necked Sinner. 
Here are good Tidings, but it is to the meek; 
comfortable ating Ap but it is for the broken- 
hearted ;; Liberty, but it is for Captives and Pri- 


foners, gt under their Chains, and deſirous: 
to be delivered; not ſor ſuch as delight in their 
Bondage: There is Oil of Joy and Garments of 


os Praiſe, 


* 
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WO Gamaas. ir, awd 4 ad et Le ; 
Praiſe, but they are provided for mourning dejected 
Spirits that need them; not to the Impenitent. 
On the contrary, there is a terribſe Word inter- 
jected in the midſt of theſe Promiſes, The Day of” 
Vengeance of our Gop ; and that is the Portion of 
Cris Eneinies, and ſuch are all incorrigible”. 
inners. 3 1 


Tu vs it is, at the fame Banquet from which. 


you come; one may be filled with ſpiritual Joy, 
and the very Perſon. that fits next, be filled with a 
fecret Curſe, and return more miſerable than he 
came. But let the lamenting Sinner lift up his 
Head, and behold Chrift, the Son of Gop, a-' 
nointed a Prophet to preach Salvation, and Liber- 
ty to ſuch; a Prieſt to purchaſe it, and a King to 


= 


give it. 


Now the Pouring out of this Name is divers. 
Before the Coming of the Mefſiah his Name was 
poured out in Propheſies and Promiſes, in Types 
and legal Ceremonies, but more fully when the” 
Word was made Plaſb, then _— and holy Men,. 
yea, and Women, ſpake clearly of Him. What 
was his Father's Voice at his Baptiſm? The Ho- 
ly Ghoſt's deſcending ? What was his own Preach- 
ing, and Miracles, and Converſation, but all the 
Pouring forth of his precious Name? And'in his 
Sufferings. and Death, what think you? Was not 
his Name then poured forth, yea, His Blbod with 
it? Yes, truly, being extended on the Croſs, and 
his Body pierced in divers Places ;. his' precious 
Ointments were ſhed abroad towards all the Quar- 
ters of the World; their Smell both reached Hea- 
ven and the viſible Eatth.” Gop the Father (as 
He. was ſaid to do in Neah's, Sacrifice) did much 
oe fn in his Sacrifice, a Savour'of Reſt, ap - 
beaſing his Wrath, and all Believers a _ of 
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Peace, a quieting of their . Conſciences, And as. 
Aromatick Spices, when they ate pounded out 
and beaten, ſend forth their ſweet Smells moſt li- 
berally, ſo in theſe his Sufferings, did the Obedi- 
ence, Patience and Love, and all the Graces, and 
the Name of our Saviour, moſt clearly- manifeſt 
themſelves tothe World, EN ko 


AFTER he was dead they embalmed his Body, 
but they knew not that his own Virtue would do 
more than all the Ointments and Spices in the 
World could do, not only by preſerving. his Budy 
from Corruption, but by raifing it the third Day. 
And truly, aſter his Re ſurrection, his own Diſci- 
ples knew his Name better than ever before, and 
2 more fully aſter his Aſcenſion, when the Ho- 

Ghoſt came down upon them, which was pou- 
red from Heaven on them, for this very End, 

That they might pour forth Chriſt's Name to the 

Earth, As ii. 8. And they did fo, carrying this 

ecious Treaſure in earthen Veſſels. And ever 

Gon hath continued the Pouring, forth of 
cis Name, by the Miniſtry and Preaching d th 


IT is true, there are too many of thoſe, that are 
employed in this Work, that ſeek themſelves, and 
their own Ends, rather than his Glory. And they 
that are more upright, are ſinful Men, but how 

ean and unworthy ſoever, they deſpiſe not the 

ofpel; let the ſweet Name, which they pour 
forth, prevail for itſelf, that ſo you may reverence 
and love it, if you would have Salvation by it; 
and there is no other Name under Heaven, by 
which that can be obtained. 


As this Name is poured forth in the Goſpel 
preached, ſo in the Sacrament: LNNETE to it; ad 
1 


* particularly 


particularly in this, when the Bread is broken, and 
the Wine poured out. And was not this the ear- 
neſt Defire of the Receivers of it this Day? (It 
ſhould have been] to have our Share in it, ſor the 


Nature begets Friendſhip: Pure Affections deli 
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Refreſhment” and Curing of our Souls? Nor ſhall 


any that came thus, be diſappointed; and if not 
i N yet moſt certainly, and that in due 


ime, they ſhall find the ſweet Fruits of it. 
You have heard many Ways how the'Name of 


Chrift is poured out; yet there is one more, with- 
out which all the reſt are ineffectual: It is this, 


the ſecret and powerful Working of the Spirit of 
(30D in the Soul. The Ordinances and Means of 


Salvation, do indeed, pour forth the Name of Chri/# 


round a Man; but ' till the Spirit concur with them 


not one Drop falls within the Soul: And is he not 
ſo much the more miſerable, that hears much of 


Chrijt, and partakes nothing of Him? Yes, furely, 


a Man may have much Knowledge of Chriff, and 
may underftand well, yea may preach well con- 


cerning his Worth and Graces, and yet not love 
Him. But there is a particular Knowledge of Him 
by the Infuſion of the Spirit, and where the ſmalleſt 


Meaſure of this is, it preſently wins the Affection. 
There is a ſbeding alread of the Love Gob in 
our Hearts, and this draws us after Him. For our 
Love to Gop is nothing elſe but the Reflection of 


his Love to us. So then, though many hear of 


"Chrift, yet becauſe there are but few that have this 
Knowledge of Him, therefore it is. that fo few 


truly eſteem Him, and love Him, and they are 
ſuch as are here called Virgins: And that is the 
third Thing. rh n 


The Virgins] Su IrunR and Sn pe 
gt 
in 
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in a pure Object, and make them ſuch; for the 
Truth is, Chri/t doth not find Men naturally ſuit” 
| able to Himſelf, but as He took on Him our Na- 
| ture, ſo He waſheth away the Sinfulneſs of our 
$ Nature, and makes it that Way conformable to 
His; and they. that are ſo 2 ——— though they 
were formerly 5 — of Sin, yet by Converſion, 
| which is called Regeneration, they are born again; 
| nnd fo become not only chaſte, but even Virgins, 
| e for by Virgins here, are not meant ſuch 
br: Ramiſb Votaties fancy them to be: No, this 


. 


0 Taz: — are ſuch as be * holy, and 
pure in Heart and Life; who though they are not 
l perfectly free from all Sin, yet they have Affection to 
| no Sin: Theſe are fin ngularly 1 with the Smell 
of Chris Name and Graces, while the voluptuous 
1 and the prophane Worldling, diſlikes and 
deſpiſes it. The Virgins beſtow their Aﬀection 
v4 1 and entire upon Chrift, 


How groſly do you delude yourſelves, that make 
your: Hearts Dens of Pride, filthy Luſt, Malice, 
and Envy, and Thouſands of LE? and pet 
think to find a Corner in them to lodge Chri/t too? 
Truly, you would but ſtraiten Him in Room, and 
give Him very bad Neighbours. No, they that 
think not a whole Heart too 3 ſhall 


never enjoy Him. 


De Virgins love Thee] GrAct deſtroys not the 
natural Paſſions of the Soul, but corrects them, by 
_ deſtroying their Corruption ; and ſo they become 
not only not cantrar an Crane, but are made the 
Subject and Seat of EO This of Love, which 


r W * 


is the Chief of them, we ſee it aboliſheth not, but 
cs 


r e GS 


S Sn 


Virginity ey OL gu with any lawful State of 
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ing it into the right Channel, by which it ma 


empty itſelf into the Ocean of Goodneſs. 7 75 
Ax this Love may well conſiſt with the Purity 


reftifies it, recalling it to its due Object, and turn-„ 


of Virgins, yea, it is this Love that purifies and 
makes them ſuch. The Virgins love, but whom? 
Thee; and it is as reaſonable a Love as it is pure. 
Therefore they love Thee, becauſe Thou haſt made 
them in ſome Meaſure apprehenſive of thy Worth, 


which commands the Love of all that know itz not 


a cold and indifferent Affection, but a ſuperlative” 
ardent Love, far over-topping all their other De- 
fires: And good Reaſon, fince Chriſt dothr infinite- 


ly, and beyond all Compariſon ſurpaſs all other 
Things defirable. Aſk your own Hearts, if you 


4 


love Chrift thus? For if not thus, you love Him 


not at all. St. Paul's Love was of this Size, Phil. 


lll. 7, 8. But what Things were Gain to me, thoſe 


I counted Loſs for Chriſt; yea, doubtleſs, and I count 
all Things but Loſs, for the Excellency of the Know- 


ledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lorp, - for whom I have ' 
ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and do count them but 


Dung, that 1 may win Chriſt. 


THvs Love will not only undergo Difficulties 
and Sufferings for Chrift, without either Repining 


or Fainting ; but it will even be glad to meet with 


them, as Opportunity is, to exerciſe and teſtify it- 
ſelf: Hard Things will ſeem moſt eaſy for his Sake, 
and bitter Things exceeding ſweet. In a Word, 
to him that loves, ſcarce any Thing is impoſſible. 
Love is the leading Paſſion of the Soul, all the reſt © 
conform themſelves to it, Defire, and Hope, and 


Fear, and Joy, and Sorrow. If then you' love 
Cbriſt, the Deſires and Breathings of your Soul af- 


ter Him are ſtrong and earneſt, if He withdraw 


Himſelf, or appear angry; "a either you fee Him 


Vor. XXXV. not, 
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not, or ſee Him look diſcontented, your Grief will 
de fo deep that it cannot be allayed by any worldly 


Employments : Yet upon ſome former Tokens of 
his Love, Hope will uphold the Soul, ttill the 
Beams of his Grace 4 70 tn — and break 
through. Though our 7e cem ſtrange, and 
"> 41 ig ART — while, He cannot — al 
_ diſcovering his Affection. Again, love you Him? 

Unſpeakable will be your Joy when He ſmiles upon 
you; as great will be your Delight in Poſſeſſion, as 

our Deſire is in Purſuit: And while you have his 

reſence, it will be too hard a Taſk for any Af- 
fliction to diſmay you. Have you, indeed, heard 


Chrift ſpeak comfortably to you this Day at his 
Holy Table? How will this enable the Soul, and 


arm it againſt Dangers and diftruſtfu] Fears ? Per- 


feet Love caſteth out Fear, that is, all baſe and ſer- 


vile Fear; but there is one Fear, that is in no Heart 
but where Love begets it, Fear to offend. 


You know how wary and loth Men are to diſ- 
pleaſe thoſe they love: Therefore it is, that Love 


to Chri/t, and a careful Obſerving of his Com- 


mandments, are inſeparable Companions; yea, 
Love itſelf is the fulfilling of the Law, for it gives 


up the Heart to Gor, and conſequently the whole 


Man. Then there is no Return of Duty which 


our receiving of Chrift calls for, (and what doth 
it not call for) there is none (I ſay) but is com- 

riſed under this one of Love. Do you owe Him 

raiſes ? Yes, ſurely; then love Him, that will ſtir 
you up to praiſe Him. You never knew, but 
where much Love was in the Heart, it made the 


Tongue ready and active upon all Occaſions to 
praiſe the Party loved. Love will entertain ſmall 


Courteſies with great Thanks; much more where 
the Benefit fo far exceeds all poſſible Thankfulneſs. 
Ought you to ſerve and obey Him? Doubtleſs He 


- hath 


— 
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hath for that Purpoſe redeemed you with his pre- 
cious Blood. And truly there is no Obedience nor 
Service ſo full and ſo chearful, as that which flows 
from Love. Should you ſtudy Conformity to Chris, 
and labour to be like Him? Yes, for this is to walk 
worthy of Chri/t; then there is nothing aſſimilates 
ſo much as Love. Men delight in their Societ 
whom they love, and by their Society — 
bly contract their Cuſtoms, and become like them. 
Theſe Virgins that love Chriſt for his Graces, love 
to — with Him; and by converſing with 
Him, they receive of his Graces, and have a Smell 
of his Perfumes. Not only do they by the Smell 
of his Garments, obtain the Bleſſing; but likewiſe 
ſmell like Him, by the Participation of ſanctifying 
Grace; of his Wiſdom and Holineſs, in a pure and 

ly Converſation, abſtaining from the Luſts and 
ollutions of the World: Of his Meekneſs and Hu- 
mility; never think that one and the ſame Soul 
can have much Pride and much of Chrift; ever the 
more Grace a Man hath, the more Senſe hath he 
of his own Unworthineſs, and God's free Mercy; 
and conſequently, the more Humility. + 


Ir you love Chriſt, you cannot chooſe but be 
like Him in Love to your Brethren. This is ex- 
preſly compared, by the Pſalmiſt, to the precious 
Ointment poured upon Aaron's Head, that ran down 
to the very Skjrts of his Garments. Our Head, and 
High-Prieſt, the Loxp JesUs, hath incomparably 
teſtified his Love to Believers, whom He is pleaſed 
to call his Brethren; they are far from equalling 
Him, either in Love to Him, or one to another, 
but they imitate Him in both. This is his great 
Commandment, that we love one another, even as 
He lrved us; which is expreſſed both as a ftrange 
Motive, and a high Example. It is not poſſible 
e _ 
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the Love of Chrift. Finally, ſhould you be * 
to ſuffer ſor Cris? Ves: Then Love is that dich 
will enable you; and if you were inflamed with 
this Fire, then, though you burned for Him, that 
Fire would only conſume. your Droſs, and be ſoon 
extinguiſhed, but this would endure for ever. 

By theſe and the like Evidences, wry lather 
you indeed love the Lox D Feſus Cbriſt. You that 


yu to love Him, teſtify the Sincerity of your 


e; and be aſſured, that if you be now found 


amongſt thoſe Virgins that love im, you ſhall one 


Day be of the Number of thoſe Virgins that are 
nc Wn of Rev. xiv. 3, 4. that ling Kenne be- 
gore: the Throne of Gop. N 


Ir you hate the Pee of the World, and 
be not polluted with inordinate Affection to the 
Creature, it ſhall never repent you to have made 
Chaice of Chrift : 1 I your Hearts with 
Peace and Foy in Believing. hen you come to 
his Houſe and Table, He dal ſend you Home with 
Joy and ſweet Conſolation, ſuch as you would not 
exchange for Crowns and Scepters; and after ſome 
few of theſe running Banquets here below, you 
{hall enter into the great Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb, where Faith ſhall end in Sight, and Hope 
in Poſſeſſion, and Love continue in pe! al and 
full Enjoyment; where you ſhall never be weary, 
but for ever happy in beholding the rye! of the 
bleſſed Trinity. Amen. 
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what it is; the doing whereof depends upon un- 
derſtanding the Senſe of that Phraſe (doing in the 
Name of Jeſus) being ſomewhat ambiguous, and 
cxpable of divers Meanings; which both in com- 
mon Uſe, and in Holy Scripture we find it to bear, 
different according to the Variety of Matters or 
Occaſions to which it is apply'd ; moſt of which 
are comprehended, and (as it were) complicated 
in that general one, according to which we ma; 
be ſaid to do that in another Perſon's Name, whic 
we do with any Kind of Reference or Regard to 
him; ſuch as our Relations, or our Obligations 
to that Perſon require, and the Padua ature 
of the Action doth admit. And according to this 
Acceptation I conceive it beſt to interpret St. Paul's 
Meaning here, - ſuppoſing it to comprehend all the 
more reſtrained Meanings of this Phraſe, truly ap- 

plicable to the preſent Matter; of which Mean- 
ings I ſhall propound the chief; and together un- 
fold and inculcate the ſeveral Branches of this 
Duty. Vet firſt of all rejecting one or two, which 
cannot well be applied to this Purpoſe. 


To do in another's Name, doth ſometimes de- 
note the aſſuming another's Perſon, or pretending 
to be the ſame with him, the very He. So, Many ſ 

Hall come in my Name, tproptieſied our Saviour) 
ſaying, 1 am Chriſt: To do thus in Jeſus's Name, ſ 
is the Part of an Antichriſt. That Senſe therefore " 
hath nothing to do here. Cody e 


Ac To do in another's Name, doth often | * 
imply doing in another's Name or Stead, as a De- 
puty, or Subſtitute ; repreſenting the Perſon, or pl 
ſupplying the Office of another. So did the Pro- 
phets come, and ſpeak in God's, Name; what they q 
declared, or enjoined, being therefore ſaid to be | 
declared and enjoined by Gov Himſelf; I ſpate a 
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into yous riſing up early, and ſpeaking (viz. by the 
Prophets, whom He ſent, and who are ſaid to 
come and ſpeak in his Name). And thus the A- 
poſtles ſpake in Chriſt's Name: e are Anbaſſa- 
ders for Chriſt; wwe pray you in Chriſt's Stead, be ye 
reconciled. Thus alſo Princes govern, and Magi-- 
| ſtrates execute Juſtice in Gop's Name; whence 
they are ſtiled Gods, as being his Lieutenants, ad- 
miniſtring that Judgment, which belongs original - 
ly to Him. Now for this Senſe, neither is it fo 

roper here; it agreeing only to ſome particular 
Perſons, and to ſome peculiar Actions of them; 
inſomuch, that others preſuming to act, according 
to that Manner, in Jeſus's Name, ſhall thereby 
become Uſurpers and Deceivers. We (and to us 
all this Precept is directed) ſhall heinouſſy tranſ- _ 
reſs our Duty, doing any Thing thus in his 
N without his Letters of Credence, without 
being duly by Him authoriſed thereto. | 


THESE Senſes the preſent Matter doth not well 
admit; the reſt that ſuit thereto 1 ſhall in Order 
repreſent. | 


I. To do in another's Name ſometimes doth - 
ſgnify to do it out of Affection or Honour to ano- - 
ther; for another's Sake, becauſe we love or e- 
ſteer him. Thus it is ſaid, I boſocver ſhall give 
ua Cup of Water to drink in my Name; becauſe ye 
are Chriſt's (that is, out of Reſpect to Chri/t, be- 
cauſe of your Relation to Him) all not loſe bis 
Reward. And thus ſurely we ought to do every 
Thing in Jeſus's Name; all our Actions ought to 
proceed from a Principle of grateful Love, and 
Reverence towards our gracious Redeemer. | Let 
all your Actions be done in Charity, faith the Apo- 
tle; if in Charity to our Neighbour, then much 
more in Love to Him, for whoſe Sake we are 

F . eſpecially 
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eſpecially bound to love our Neighbour. Upon 
any Undertaking we ſhould conſider, whether 
that we are going about be apt to pleaſe Him, 
and conducible to his Honour; if ſo, remembring 
what He hath done and ſuffered for us (what ex- 
cellent Bleflings He hath purchaſed for us, what 
exceeding Benefits He hath conferred upon us) we 
ſhould out of Love and Reſpect to Him readily 
perform it; but if otherwiſe, we ſhould, from the 
ſame Principles, decline it. n 


Tnk Duty is certain, and the Reaſon thereof 
evident; for Inducement to the Practice thereof 
obſerve St. Paul's Example, who thus repreſents 
himſelf in the main Employment of his Life, / act- 
ing; The Love of Chriſt confirains us; judging this, 
that Ae all, that they who live might not 


live to themſelves, but to Him that died, and roſe 
for them The Love of Chrift, begot and main- 
tained by a Conſideration of his great Benefits 
ferred on him, was the Spring that ſet St. 
Paul on Work. Thus doing, we ſhall do in Je- 

Name; but if we act out of Love to our- 
ſelves (to promote our own Intereſts, to gratify 
our own Deſires, to procure Credit or Praiſe to 
ourſelves) we act only in our own Names, and for 
our own Sakes ; not in the Name, or for the Sake 


of Jaſus. 15 


II. To do in another's Name implies doing for 
the Intereſt or Advantage of another ; upon ano- 
ther's Behalf or Account, as the Servants or Fac- 
tors of another. For, when the Buſineſs is ano- 
ther's, and the Benefit emergent belonging to an- 


75 other, he that proſecutes that Buſineſs, is com- 


ly ſuppoſed to act in another's Name. Thus 
our Saviour is in St. s Goſpel expreſſed 0 
come, to ſpeak, to af? in Gop's Name; becauſe He 
did Gop's Buſineſs (the Work which Gop = 


im 


ſeveral Occaſions. 109 
Hin to accompliſh) and entirely ſought the Glory ef 
Go, as He there Himſelf profeſſes. And thus 


(in Imitation of Him) ought we alſo to do all. 


Things in his Name; remembring that we are 
not our own, but the Servants of Jeſus, (Servants 
to Him not only by Nature, as to our Maker and 
Preſerver; but by Purchaſe, as to our Redeemer, 
who bought us with the greateſt Price; and by 
Compact alſo, we having. freely undertaken his 
Service, and er ages from Him) that 
we have therefore no Buſineſs properly our own, 
but that all our Buſineſs is to ſerve Him, and pro- 
mote his Glory; Ihether we eat, or drink, or 
whatever tue do, tue ſhould do all to the Glory of our 
Loxp. Whatever, I ſay, we do, we therefore 
ſhould perſorm it as to ae as his Servants, 
from Conſcience of the Duty we owe to Him; 
with Intention therein to ſerve Him, in Expecta- 
tion of Reward only from Him. So doth St. Paul 


{in Proſecution of this ſame Precept) in this Chap. 


2 us, that whatever tus do, we perform it hear- 
tily, as to the LoRD, and net to Men; knowing (or 
conſidering) that from the Lok D we ſhall receive the 
| Recompence of the Inheritance; for that tue ſerve the 
Loxp Carisr. In like Manner elſewhere he 
teaches us to do what we do, not as Pleaſers of 
Men (not upon any inferior Account) but as Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, #nowing. and conſidering that we 
have a Maſter in Heaven. But, 


III. DoixG in another's Name, | imports fre- 
quently doing by the Appoinment and Command, 
or by the Commiſſion and Authority of another. 
By what Power, and in what Name have ye done 
theſe Things, ſay the High Prieſts to the Apoſtles ; 
that is, Who did appoint, or authorize you to do- 
thus? Their Anſwer was ready; In the Name of 
Jeſus ; who had ſent, commiſſionated, and com- 
Vol. XXXV. K manded 
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manded them to preach, and propagate that Doc - 
trine. And thus we are alſo bound to do all 
Things in the Name of Jeſus, regulating all our 
Actions by his Law; conforming our whole Lives 
to his Will; acting, not only out of good Princi- 
ples (Principles of Love and Conſcience) but ac- 
cording to right Rules, the Rules of his Word 
and'Example, which He hath declared and pre- 
ſcribed to us: For what is done beſide his War- 
rant and Will, cannot be rightly eſteemed done 
in his Name; no unjuſt or impious Action will 
He upon any Terms countenance or patronize. 


Ir is not propheſying in Chris Name (or 
preaching about 1 nor frequent Attendance 
upon thoſe who. do ſo; not ſpeaking much or 
hearing much concerning Him; it is not having 
great Gifts or Endowments conferr'd by Chri/t 
(not even ſo great as that of working Miracles) it 
is not familiar Converſe with Chrijt, or making 
frequent Addrefles to Him, that can ſanctify all a 
Man's Actions, or ſo entitle them to the Name of 
Chrift, as to ſecute a Perſon from being diſavowed 
and rejected by Chriff;” it is only the conforming 
all our Actions to his holy Laws, that will be ac- 
cepted and acknowledged by Him. | mn 


+ Fnis I could wift they would conſider, who 
ſeem, by ſuch Pretences, to commend or exeuſe 
their Actions, altho' plainly contrary to the Laws 
of Chriſt; ſuch as thoſe of being meek and chari- 
table towards all Men; living peaceably ourſelves, 
and endeavouring to promote Peace among others; 
paying Reverence and Obedience to Superiors ; 
and the like Laws of Chris, not only expreſs and 
«manifeſt, but even of the higheſt Rank and Con- 
ſequence'among them, being mainly conducing to 
that which our Lok p eſpecially renders the pub- 


lick 


we; 4 d i de i a 


ſeveral Occaſions. 144 


lick Welfare of Mankind; the Violation whereof 
cannot be juſtified by pretending, any ſpecial Re- 

rd whatever to Chri/t, or any Performances 
RN whether truly or ſeemingly, in his Name. 


We do but deceive ourſelves, if we conceit, that 
| becauſe we think much, or ſpeak, much of Jeſus, 


or have à Zeal for ſomething good, all our Actions 
are done in his Name; No, it only can warrant 
and ſanctify Actions truly good and agreeable to 
his Law; it were an Abuſe and Forgery to do it, 
like ſtamping the King's Name or Image on coun- 
terfeit Metal, upon Braſs or Tin, inſtead of Gold 
or Silver, Good. Intention and good Principles 
are indeed, as it were, the Soul of good Actions; 
but their being juſt and lawful are the Body of 


them, neceſſarily. alſo concurring to their Eſſence 


and Integrity, they cannot ſubſiſt without it, but 
muſt — (as it were) for Ghoſts and Shadows. 
We are therefore concerned in all our Doings to 
have, an eſpecial Regard to Chr:i/?”'s Law as. their 
Rule; that will render them capable of Chri/7's 
Name, and denominate them Chriſtian, 9 


IV. HereTo we may add, that what we do in 
Imitation of Jeſus, and in Conformity to his Prac- 
tice (that living Rule) we may be ſaid peculiarly 
to do in his _ As a Picture uſeth to bear 
his Name whom it was made to repreſent, and 
whom it reſembles; ſo if we ſet Chrift's Example 


before us, and endeavour to tranſcribe. it, if our 


Lives in the principal Lineaments of danctity and 
Goodneſs reſembles his holy Life, they may well 
bear his Name: But if our Practice be unlike his, 
we cannot fix his Name thereto without great 
Preſumption. To do thus in Feſus's Name (with 
ſuch. a Regard to Him) is a Duty not only pre- 


ſcribed to us, not only as relating to ſome Caſes 


and Actions, (as when his Charity, his P auen 
1 | K 2 as 
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his Humi'ity, his Meekneſs are ſignally commend- 
ed to our Imitation) but generally, He, that faith 


he abideth in Him, ought as He walked, fo himſelf 


alſo to walt; that is, whoever profeſſes himſelf a 


_ Chriſtian, ought to conform the whole Tenor of 


his Converſation to that Jesus ; to endeavour in 
every unitable Perfection to reſemble Him. 80 
that whenever we undertake any Action, we ſhould 


do well to look upon this Pattern, thus, as it were, - 


inquiring of ourſelves; What did my Maſter in 
this or the like Caſe; do I do the ſame Thin 
do I act from the ſame Principles, do I proceed in 


the fame Manner as He did; am I herein his Fol- 


lower ? If fo, in his Name Jet me go on chearful- 


ly, if not let me forbear. Doing thus will not 


be only according to our Duty, but an eſpecial 
Help of good Pradice. ts Og: Ce eos yes 


V. To do in another's Name doth ine | 


import doing by Power derived-or Virtue impar- 
ted by another ; for a Thing ſo done may be im- 
puted, ſhould be aſeribed to that other. So 


Through Thee (faith the Pſalmiſi) will we puſh down 


our Enemies, in thy Name will we throw down thoſe 
that hate us, (through Thee, and in thy Name fig- 
nify the ſame Thing.) So did the Apoſtles caſt 


out Devils, and perform their other Miracles in 
Isos his Name (by bis Name, it is ſometimes 
exptefſed) that i3 by a Divine Virtue imparted from 
Acteptation, ſcarce 


Him. To this I add another / 
different (at leaſt as to our Purpoſe) from that, ac- 
cording to which, doing in another's Name ſignifies 


doing it in Truſt, or ence repoſed upon an- 
other, with Expectation of Aid, or Hope, of good 


Succeſs from another. So, we reft on Thee, (ſaid 
| King A/a) and in thy Name we go againſt this 
itude ; in thy Name, that is, Hoping for Aſ- 
A ance and Succeſs from Thee. And thus it is 


4 


| "IP OY nd he Woo. + 


o 2 . 1 Dag ee 
* _ 1 9 * 8 PK 2 Fen.” 


„„ ws. Bib. ·ů ated 


ſeveral Occaſions. 113 
faid that David went out againſt Galiab in the Name 


of the LorD of He 4 that is, confiding in Gop's | 
c 


Ip as his only Weapon and Defence: Thus alſo 
did the Holy Apoſtles work their Miracles in Js- 
sus his Name; by Faith in 125 Name, (ſaith St. 
Peter] bis Name hath made this Man ſireng; that 
is, we did only truſt in his Divine Power, and jt 
was that CRE which reſtored that Weak: en 
to his Strength. | 


And thus alſo is it our e Duty do al Things 
in our Saviour's Name ; with Faith and inet in 
Him; wholly relying upon Him for Direction and 
Aſſiſtance; has by. from Him only a * 
and happy Iſſue . our Undertakings. What We 
doin — — of dur own Wiſdom, or Ability; 


is 


or in Aſfiance upon the Help of any other Perſon 


or Thing, we do in our own Name, or in 
Name of that Thing (or that Perſon) in whom 
we ſo confide;z to ourſelves, or ſuch Auxiliaries 
we ſhall be ready to attribute the Succeſs, and. 10 
render the Glory of the Performance ; ling in 
our own Arm, 7 ſacrificing to our Net. But what 
we undertake only depending upon our Lorp. for 
Ability and Succeſs, may therefore hear his Name, 
becauſe our Faith derives the Power from Him, 
which enables us happily to perform it; ſo that t 
Performance may truly be attributed to r an 
e. mn. 


Aup thus, I lay, we are certainly obliged to. 
do every Thing in bis Name; (in his Name a- 
lone ; ) retaining a conſtant Senſe hoth of our own: 
Infirmity, and of the Impotency of all other crea- 
ted Things; and conſequently a total Diffidence 
both in ourſelves,” and in them; but repoſing all 
our Truſt in the Direction, and Aſſiſtance of our 
. and All-mighty Lox p; of Jxsus, to 

8 3 whom, 
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whom all Power in Heaven and Earth is given; 
(who indeed had it . by Nature as Gop; 


but alſo farther hath acquired it by Deſert and Pur- 
chaſe) into whoſe Hands all Things are given; 
and all Things put under his Feet; who hath ob- 
tained this Power in Deſign to uſe it for our Good; 
and is thereby always ready to help us in our Need; 


Him; maki 
hdences not ſubordinate to Him. 


To do fo is a Duty evidently grounded as well 
upon the Reaſon of the Thing, as upon the Will 


and Command of Gop; to. do otherwiſe is no 


leis a palpable Folly, than a manifeft Injury to Gop. 
For, in Truth, neither have we, nor any other 

created Thing any Power, other than ſuch as He 
is pleaſed freely to diſpenſe; and which is not con- 
tinually, both for its being and its Efficacy, ſubject 
to Him, ſo that He may at his Pleaſure fu it, 
or obſtruct its Effect: No King is ſaved by the Muli 


rengtb; a Horſe is a vain Thi'g for Safety: 


Gu! 


much. 
Whence it is plain, that we cannot, upon 


created” Power, ground a ſolid Aſſurance of 


ceſs in any Undertaking ; it will be leaning upon e 


broken” Reed (which carmot ſupport us, and will 
pierce our Hands) both a vain and à miſchievous 
Confidence; that will abuſe us, bringing both 
Diſappointment and Guilt upon us; the Guilt of 
0 n 2 our LoxD many Ways; by arrogating 
to ourſelves, or affigning to others what He only 
doth truly deſerve, and what peculiarly: of Right 
belongs to Him withdrawltig"the fame from Him; 
implying Him; unable or unwilling to affiſt us, 
and do us Good; neglecting to uſe that Strength 
which He ſo dearly purchaſed and ſo — 
. Coe tenders 


if we have Recourſe unto Him, and rely upon 
Him what St. Paul ſtiles Him, Our 
Hupe our only Hope; renouncing all other Con- 


of fix He; a 15 Mun 1s not delivered by 
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ſeveral Occaſions. Its 


renders ; ſo en _ and defeating (as 
it . his r e Favour and Mercy to. 
ward us. 


On the 5 15 Side, 3 4 only upon our . 
our, we act wiſely and juſtly ; for in doing ſo, 
we build our Hopes upon moſt ſure Grounds ; 
upon a Wiſdom that cannot be deceived; upon A 


Strength that cannot be withſtood ; upon a God - 


neſs that hath no Limits; upon a F idelity that can 

never fail. We aft with an Humility, and So- 

briety of Mind ſuitable to our Condition, and to 

the Reaſon of Things; we thereby declare our 

— Opinion of Him as only able, and very wil- 
t 


g to do us Good; we render Him his juſt Ho- 


nour and Due; we comply with. his earneſt De- 
ſires; we promote his gracious Deſigns of Mercy 
and Kindneſs, towards us. Hence is it that every 
where in Holy Scripture Gon ſo highly com- 
mends, ſo. greatly encourages this Duty of Truſt- 
ing alone in Him; that He ſo ill reſents, and: fo 
ſtrongly deters from the Breach or Omiffion there- 
of; Thus faith the LoRD, Curſed be the Man that 
rafter in Man, and maketh Fleſh his Arm, and 


whoſe Heart departeth from the Lord ; for He ſhall 


be like the Heath in the Deſart ; and hall not ſee what 
Good cometh, but. ſhall inhabit the parched Places 
in the Wilderneſs, in a ſalt Land and not inhabited. 
Bleſſed" is the Man. who irufteth in the Lok n, 
and whoſe Hepe the Jon D it; for he fhall be as a 


＋ ree pt lanted hy the Waters, and that ſpreadeth out 


by the River; and fhall not ſee when 
— — the but her Leaf ſhall be green; and ſhall 
not he careful in the Tear 5 Drought, neither Hall 
ceaſe from 2 Fruit : Thus in that Place, thus 
in innumerable others, we are threatned not only 
with Diſappointment in our Undertakings, but 


UN ſevere puniſhment, if we betake ourſelves other 
ot 
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other Succours, and neglect or diſtruſt, and (in 
fo doing) deſert Gop; but are encouraged, not 
only with Aſſurance of Succeſs, but of additional. 


Rewards, if entirely in our Proceedings we depend 


upon Gop. 


Trvs we ſhould do in all (even our ordinary) 


Affairs, which no leſs than the reſt are ſubject to 


his Power, and-governed by his Care. For you 
know how St. James doth reprehend it as Ar- 
rogance, to ſay, The Morrow we will go to this 
City, and flay there a Year, and trade and gain; 
inſtead of ſaying, if the Lox D will. we will live, 
and do this or that ; that is, to reſolve upon, under- 
take, or proſecute any Aﬀair without Submiſſion 
toGop's Will, and Dependance on his Providence: 
But eſpecially we ought, in Matters and Actions 
more ſpiritual, to practiſe this Duty; for to the 
performing of theſe, we have of ourſelves a pecu- 
liar - Impotence and Unfitneſs; needing therefore 


à more ſpiritual Aſſiſtance from our Lo x b, the 


Succeſs of them more particularly depends upon 
Him; the Glory of them in an eſpecial Manner 


is appropriate, and (as it were) conſecrate to 


Him. 


I rx it be a Folly and a Crime, to think we do 2 


ny Thing without Gop, it is much more ſo to 
think we can do any ee good without Him; 
it is an Arrogance, it is an Idolatry, it is a Sacri- 
lege much more vain and wicked to do ſo. To 


imagine that we can, by the Force of our own Rea- 


fon and Reſolution, atchieve any of thoſe moſt 
high and hard Enterprizes, to which, by the Rules 
of Virtue and Piety we are engaged; that we can, 
by our Conduct and Proweſs encounter and with- 


' ſtand, defeat and vanquith thoſe ſo crafty, ſo mighty. 
Enemies of our Salvation (our own fleſhly Deſires; 


the 
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ſeveral Occaſions. 117 


the Menaces and Allurements of the World ; the 
Sights and Powers of Darkneſs) is much a worſe. 
Preſumption, than in other Affairs of greateſt Dif- 
hculty to expect Succeſs: without the Divine Aſſi- 
ſtance and Blefling; than in other moſt dangerous. 
Battles, to think we can, by our own Bow, and by 
or own Spear ſave ourſelves; that we can obtain 
Victory otherwiſe, than from his Hand and Diſ- 
poſal, who is the Lord of Hoſts. Reaſon tells 
us, and Experience alſo ſhews, and our Saviour 
hath expreſsly ſaid it, That (in theſe Things) 
without Him (without his eſpecial Influence and 
Blefling) toe can do nothing; He tells us, that we 
are but Branches, inſerted into Him; ſo that, with- 
out continually drawing Sap from Him, we can 
have no Life or Vigour ſpiritual. The wiſeſt and 
beſt of Men, have, by their Practice, taught us 
to acknowledge ſo much; to depend wholly upon 

Him, to aſcribe all to Him in this Kind. + Jy 
(lay St. Peter and St. John) do ye wonder at this; 
er why gaze ye pon u', as if by our own- Power, or 
Piety, we had made this Man walk ?— — His Name 
(the Name of Jesus) through faith in his Name, 
hath made this Man firong : That Acknowledg- 
ment indeed concerns a miraculous Work; but 
ſpiritual Works are in Reality no leſs, they requir- 

ing as much or more of Virtue ſupernatural, or 
the preſent Interpoſition of Gop's Hand to effect 
them; they make leſs Shew without,” but need as 
great Efficacy within ; ſo our Saviour did imply, 
when He ſaid, He that believes in Me, the Works 
that I de, he fhall do, and greater Works than theſe. 
Every good and faithful Man doth not work Mi- 
racles, yet ſomewhat greater, by the Grace of 
Chriſt, he performs : To theſe St. Paul referr'd, when 
he affirm'd, I can di all Things through Chriſt that 
firengthneth me; nothing was ſo hard that he feared 
to attempt, that he deſpaired to maſter _ 
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Sufficient of ourſelves to think any Thing ef ourſe ues; 
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118 SRRMONS n | 
Help of Chr; Not (faith he again) that we ar- 


but our Sufficiency is of Gor ; He was as ſenſible 
of his own Inability, as he was confident in the 


_ gracious Help of Chrift. Ke s 
 Txvs ſhould we do all Things in the Name of 


Jesus; and it is not only a Duty to do it, but it 
be a great Encouragement to us, that we 
are capable of doing it; a great Comfort to con- 
fider, that in all honeſt undertakings, we have ſo 
teady, and ſo ſure an Aid to ſecond us; confiding 
in Which, nothing is ſo difficult, but we may ca- 
ſily accompliſh {a Grain of Faith will be able 10 re- 
move - Mountains ;) nothing is fo hazardous, but 
we may ſafely venture on (waiting en the ca, 


treading upon Serpents and Scerfions ; daring, all the 


Power of the Enemy.) In his Name we may, if 
our Duty or good Reaſon calls us forth (how 
and weak ſoever, how deſtitute ſoever of 


_ defenſive! Arms, or Weapons offenſive) naked and 


unarm'd, with a Sling and a Stone, go out againſt 
the biggeſt, and beſt armed Phil ſline, nothing 
doubting of Victory: Our Weakneſs itſelf (if wc 
be humbly conſcious and ſenſible thereof) will tc 
an Advantage to us (as it was to St. Pas “;) to all 
bh * the Grace aur LORD wil 

vfficrent for us, if we apply it, and truſt there- 
in. But farther. * en Ea 
VI. To do in another's Name may denote, to 
do it with ſuch Regard to another, that we ac- 
knowledge (that, I ſay, we heartily and thankſully 


acknowledge) our Hope of -proſpering in what we 


do; our Expectation of Acceptance, Favour, or 
Reward to be grounded on him; that are procu- 
ed by his Merits and Means; are beſtowed only 
or his Sake. Thus our Saviour bids us to of 
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rr Prayers in bis Name; that is, repreſenting un- 
to Gop his meritorious Performances in our Be- 
half, as the Ground of our Acceſs to Gon, of our 
Hope to obtain from Him what we requeſt. So 
alſo we are injoined to give Thanks in his Name; 
that is, with Perſuaſion and Acknowledgment, 
that only in Reſpect to Him we become capable 
to receive, or enjoy any good Thing; that in Ef- 
fect, all the Bleſſings by Divine Mercy vouchſafed 
us have been procured by Him for us, are through 
Him conveyed unto us. . And thus alſo we ſhould 
do all Things in the Name of Jeſus, offering all 
our Deeds to Gop, as Sacrifices and Services 
unworthy of Acceptance, both in themſelves, and 
as proceeding from us ; but pleaſing, and accepta- 
ble to Gon only for his Sake. a 


We ſhould do well, upon all Occaſions, to re- 
member our natural Condition, and the general 
State of Mankind; ſuch as it was before He did 
undertake, ſuch as it would have continued ſtill, 
had He not undertaken for it. That our Race 


had forfeited, and was fallen from Gop's Favour; 


having injured Him beyond all Power of making 
Him any Reparation or Satisfaction; that thence 
it was ſecluded from all Means and Hopes of Hap- 
pineſs, was expoſed and tended downright unto 
Miſery ; that we conſequently had no Ground to 
hope, that Gop (from whom no leſs in Mind 
and in Deed, than by Reaſon of our Guilt and 
State of Condemnation we were eſtrangled) would 
beſtow any Good upon us, or accept favourably 


any Thing we ſhould do. But that, by our Sa- 


viour's Performances, the baſe is altered ; He, by 
his intire Obedience, having ſo pleaſed Gon, by 
his patient Submiſſion to Gop's Will, having ſo 
appeaſed his Anger, and ſatisfied his Juſtice, that 
Gon is not only reconciled, but hath an eſpecial 

Dri 2 Favour, 
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120 SERMONS on 


Favour, bears an earneſt Good - will toward us. 
That now the good Things we poſſeſs, we ma 
truly eſteem as Bleſſings, and enjoy them ich 
real Comfort, as proceeding from Mercy and 
Kindneſs; now what we honeſtly endeavour, we 
may hope ſhall pleaſe Gon; now we have a free 
Acceſs to Gon, and may chearfully preſent our 
Sacrifice of Duty and Devotion, with a full Per- 
ſuaſion that they ſhall be accepted. But all this 
Happineſs, all theſe Favours and Privileges, we 
muſt always remember to come from the continued 
Procurement and Mediation of the Beloved; fo 
as ever to be ready to acknowledge it, and to re- 
turn our Thanks for it. | | 


To this Senſe that our Apoſtle here had an eſ- 
pecial Regard, the Words immediately following 
imply Doing all in the Name of the L. oRD 
Jesus, giving Thanks to Gop, and the Father by 

Him; that is, in all Things we do, taking Oc- 
caſion to render Thanks to Gop, as for his Sake 
being merciful and bountiful to us; beſtowing up- 
4 on us the Good we enjoy, bleſſing our Endea- 
= vours, accepting our Performances. We muſt 
not conceit, that any Regard, any Mercy, any 

Favour, any Reward is due to usin Equity, is in 

= Effect conferred upon us upon our own. perſonal 
\ Score (for, how mean Things are we in Compa- 
riſon of his Greatneſs, how vile and filthy muſt 
we appear to his moſt pure, and all-diſcerning 
Eyes; how unworthy of his Regard and of his 
Affection muſt we needs take ourſelves to be, it 
we are acquainted with ourſelves?) But that 
Him (i. e for his Sake, and by his Means) Gov 

_ hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings ; in Him 
ieren tua, GoD hath favoured, and caſt his 

_ Grace upon us; valuing us, notwithſtanding 
all the Spots with which we are defiled ; not- 
: | 1 Wilͤchſtanding 
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look on our Service (the beſt we ate able to 
form) asin 8 _ or ſatisfactory 5 or 
all of them, if we mar m well, we ſhall find 


| his his —— that is, ſaith he, imploring Him 
your Helper inall n e. 


| ſeveral Occafions. 


for the Relation we have to Jeſus. Nor muſt we 


not only quite where bs „Ges, but very de- 


fective in _ Reſpects; for, Who can ſay, he 
| jo rr any 


hing 3 in Kind, in 3 
egree throughly right and ; with that Ar- 
dency of Leng he ook to oo with that Purity 
of Intention, with that earneſt Vigour of Spirit, 
with that Undiſtactedneſs of Mind, with which he 
ſhould perform it? No; in all our Flock we can- 
not pick out a Sacrifice entire and .unblemiſhed-: 
Such as Gop requires, ſuch as Duty exacts of us. 
They need 2 (all our Services need) to be 
commended and completed by the beloved Son 
his perfectly well- pleaſing — ha 3 they 
need to be 7 cleanſed and hallowed, by _ 
undefi] 


through the Hands of our moſt holy and 


High prieſt; to become ſweet and ſavoury from 


being offered up in his Cen In fine, or 
Actions ſhould, in our Intention, be Works of 


Religion dedicated to Gop's Service and Honour; 


| Sacrihices, as it were, of Gratitude and Homage 


to Gop; fo they ov ought all to be ents, in the 
name of Feſus. I add farther, 


VII. Laſth. Tuar to do in the Name of 2 
ſus, may well imply doing with Invocation of Him: 
Thus we ma uu firs, that Place of St. Jamer, 
where the elders are adviſed to pray, and anoint the 


Siet in the Lord's Name; for, to anoint them, 
-imploring our Lord's Bleflin 


g upon them, and 
_ thoſe Means uſed for their Cure. And thus 
Chryſoftome expounds the Words; do all in Je- 


s as ng to 
XXV. ＋ * foft prayi 
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_ withſtanding all the Offences we have committed; 
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undertake your Bufeneſs. Doing thus,” will indeed 
conſecrate our Actions; for all Things (faith our 
Apeſile) are ſan#ftified by the Word of Gon, and 


Prayer; that is, by Gop's Bleffing implored, and 
obtained b Prayer; (or, if Gon's Word be there 


taken for his Law, or revealed Will, it is there 


by their Lawfulneſs, or Conformity to — good 
Rule, Gop's declared Will; but alſo by as In- 

"vocation of his Name; however ) all our Actions, 
it ſeems; are unhallowed and profane, if not ac- 
companied with Devotion. That to do thus rs 

our Duty, appears by thoſe frequent Injunctions, 

br pray without ceaſmg, to pray always, to abide in- 
fantiy in Prayer; which not only import, that we 
ſhould pray often, and continue with Patience, 

and Earneſtneſs in Prayer; but that we ſhould an- 
nex it to, or interpoſe it among all our Actions, 
undertaking nothing without it. We ſhould do it 

(our Saviewr commands) ram xa, that is, on e- 

very Occafion ; and Paul gives the fame Direction; 
Praying, ſays he, » wn xays, on all Opportuni- 

ties, with all 4 and Supplicat ion in Spirit; (in 
Spirit, that is, I take it, in our Hearts at leaſt, 

and with ſecret Elevations of our Mind, if not 


with our Mouth and Voice.) And (more explicit- | 
ly otherwhere ſaith he,) Be care 3 or nothing, 
by Prayer 


but in every Thing (in all your A 
and Supplication, with ' Thankſgiving, * or Re- 
„ eee at 4 | 


Tuus to do (to accompany all our Fee 


kings with Prayer) we are indeed concerned upon 


many Accounts. We need Gop's Direction (be- 
ing ourſelves'blind and ignorant) in the Choice 
of what we attempt; that our Ends may be good; 


conducive to Gop' Honour and our own true 


. For, as the OY ap 110 The * 


ſigniſied, that our Actions are not only ſanctified 


OS 0 


of Man is not in himſelf,” neither is it in Man that 
walketh to direct his Steps; And, as the Wiſeman 
adds, Man's Goings are of the Lon D, how then can 
a Man underſtand his own Way ? (implying, ſince 
Gop only knows what is beſt for us, that we our- 
ſelves, without his Direction, know not what to 
do, whither to 807) The holy Pſalmiſt ſigniſies the 
ſame in thoſe Words (very encouraging to the 
Practice of this Duty) hal Man is he that faaretb 
the LoRD ? (that feareth Him, that is, who wor- 
ſhippeth Him, and ſeeketh his —— nn 
Nee en thas bel 1 4 10% LE 
We heed alſo (being ee not a ky 
and infirm, but inconſtant and unſtable) Gop's 
Aſſiſtance, and upholding Hand in the Purſuance 
of our well-choſen Deſigns (that we may uſe the 
— re and proceed] in a ftreight Courſe; that. 
* perſiſt upright and ſteady in our Proceed- 
— 8 Wiemen ſeems to call, the 
2 of our Thoughts, and Promiſes. as a 
Conſequence, upon our ſeeking God's Aſſiſtance 
in our Actions, and relying thereon. ' Commit, ſays 
he, thy HWorks unto the LorD, and Tby Thoughts: 
all be effabliſhed; (thou ſhalt drive on thy good 
Purpoſes ſteadily, without ſtumbling or failing. 
80 4 Pſalmiſt aſſures us concerning a good Man: 
The Steps of a good M:n are ordered by the Lon n; 
none of his Steps hall ſlide; though he fall, he Hall 
not utterly be caſt e the Loxp: HI 
* bs Hand. 


As "4 the final Succefs of our Affaire, . we 
ſland ia Need / of Gop's Bleſſing; that He, upon 
ꝓhoſe Will altogether depends the Diſpoſal of all 
Events, ſhou)d-beſtaw a good Iſſue dn ur Endea- 
vours; that which alſo he Pſalmiſt aſſutes us of 
obtaining, W of our {Ion and. 
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depending upon God for it; Commit thy N 
2 he) unto the LorD ; truft alſo in Him, and 
e ſhall bring it to paſs. We do thus need, in all 
our Affairs, the Direction, Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing 
of our Loxp; but ſhall not have them without 
Prayer; for; the Rule is, At and have, Seel and 
find, without aſking we are not likely to obtain 
thoſe Gifts; without ſeeking we muſt not hope to 
find thoſe Benefits from Gon. If we are ſo proud, as 
to think we do not need them, or ſo negligent, as 
nat to mind them; or ſo diſtruſtful of the Divine 
Power or Goodneſs, that we imagine He cannot 
or will not afford them to us; we are like to be ſo 
unhappy as to want them. God expects from us, 
that we ſhould, in whatever we do, acknowledge 
Him; (it is the Wiſemans E on, In all of 
Hays ac Him, and He fball direct thy 
Paths;;) acknowledge Him as the only faithful 
Guide and Counſellor; as the fufficient Helper 
— as the only Giver of good Su- 


Norm therefore is well done, which is not 
thus dene; we cannot be ſatisfied in what we do, 
we cannot hope for a comfortable End thereof ; we 
a Blefling from Gop, if we have 


cannot 
refuſed,” or if we have neglected the recommend · 
ing our Proceedings to his Care. We can, I ſay, 
do nothing; not eat, not fleep, not trade, not 
travel, not ſtudy with any true Content, any rea- 
ſonable rſs any ſatisfactory Hope, . if we have 


not firſt humbly implored Gop's Favour ; com- 
mitting ourſelves and our Buſineſs into his Hand, 
that Hand, which diſpenſeth all Good, which a- 
Jone can keep off all Danger and Miſchief from us. 
Son ſhall fend bis Angel before thee : So did our 
Father Abraham ſend his Servant about his Buſi- 

| 4 <> OD 


e 


*. 
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S 


Ling, as our only. Strength and Support; every 
Thing with hope of Acceptance purely upon his 
Account; every Thing with a thankful Senſe and 
Acknowledgment to Gon for the Mercies and Fa- 


ſeveral Occaſibns. _ I2$ 

Go by Go Almighty giue yon Mercy 
before the Man So did Jacob give his Sons their 
Diſpatches toward Agyt: In ſuch a Manner did 
we enter upon all our Affairs, we could not but 
be full of Hope, and void of Care concerning them; 
for, having committed our Buſineſs into ſo ſure a 
Hand, how could we farther be ſollicitous about it? 
Had we, according to St. Peter's Advice, Ca/tour 
Care upon the LoRD ; or, c our Burthen upon 
Him (as the Pſalmiſt exhorts us) had we duly 
fought Him, who never faileth them that ſeek Him, 
we ſhould be ſecure, that nothing bad, or diſaſt- 
rous, could befall us; we ſhould experience it 
true, what the Prophet affirms, Thou ſhalt keep him 
in per ect Peace, whoſe Mind ts fiayed an ' Thee : 
Thus, in the laſt Place, ſhould we do all Things 


in the Name of Jeſus (upon all Occaſions p rayi 


to Him, or which is all one, to Go in his Name 

which t hat we may do (that we are allowed and 
encouraged to do it) is alſo a Privilege, and an 
Advantage un valuable. 


4 7 F a 8 1 14 . 1 E $53: 8 
In ſo many Ways may we, and ought we to 
perform all we do in the Name of eum: We 
ſhould do every Thing out of grateful: Affection to 


Him, as our chief Principle; every Thing as his 


Servants, aiming eſpecially at the pleaſing Him 
and promoting his Honour, as our principal End; 


every Thing according to his Will and Command- 
ment, as our conſtant Rule; every Thing, after 
dis Example, as our beſt Pattern; every Thing. 


in Confidence of his gracious Aſſiſtance and Bleſ- 


vours conveyed unto us by his Means, conferred 
TYRE. DT. Invocation, 
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Invocation of Him, or with Prayer to God in his 
Name: In ſum, every Thing with a due R , 
to Him; ſo that He be ated over or left out 
in any Thing we undertake ; but come always in- 
to Conſideration, according as our Relations to 
Him, and our Obligations to Him require. In the 
Performances of which Duties the Life indeed of 
our Religion (of all our . ot all 'our 
Devotion) doth oonfiſt. 


em is I hall only dure the Mention of 
as — b of thoſe 
is thisz 


vm. — our — ver ſhould be- oy 

(and in a Manner continually ; always, as 
to the habitual Diſpoſition of our Souls, actually 
upon all fit Occaſions): preſent to our Minds and 
Thoughts, This, I fay, is plainly implied in the 
former Duties. For, how is. it poſfible we ſhould 
perform all our Actions, yea, utter all our Words, 
with a Regard to Him, if we ſeldom think of 
Him? Thing fa far "diſtant, or ' abſent," can 
have ſmall E or Influence; it is ſo we ſee 
in natural, — it is no leſs ſo in moral Cauſes, 
wherein eſentation to the Fancy and Memo- 
bre a Force anfwerable to that which real 
junction hath in Nature. As the Heat and 
of the Sun, the farther he goes, and the 
from "oy does the more decreaſe ; 
ently, and leſs ſeri- 
ject, our Affection and 
therefore we deſire to 
| — in our — fuch Diſpoſitions (due Af- 
ſection and due Reverence) toward Jeſus; if we 
Intend to fuit our Actions accordingly with due 
: Regard to Him, 'we ſhould, in — 


Purpoſes, apply this ＋— 


whi 


of 


ſeveral Ottafions. 1 
of frequently bending our Minds towards Him, in 
order to the ſanctifying our Affections, and the 


governing our Actions in 2 conſtant Performance 


win 


| „Wunt⸗ not that moſt r 


ble Idea of a Perſon ſo entirely pure and holy, ſo 
meek and humble, ſo full of Benignity towards all 
Men, particularly towards ourſelves, be apt to 
beget an efpecial Love and Reverence towards 
Him? Ineline us ſtrongly to do well, yea teach 


us what and how we ſhould do ſo, in Conformity 


to ſuch a Pattern ſet before us ? While it is im- 


— on our Thoughts, that He is our LoxD and 
aſter, who made us and maintains us, who pur- 


chaſed us to Himſelf, and redeemed us from mi- 


ſerable Slavery by his own Heart- blood, how can 
it fail to raiſe in us ſome Awe, ſome Senſe of Duty 
toward Him ? Will not the Apprehenſion of what 
He did and what He ſuffered for us powerfully 
mind us, that according to all Juſtice and Equity, 
” all Ingenuity aud Gratitude, we are bound to 
Sos which will pleafe Him ? If we think 
1 1 hs when we are ſetting upon any —— a 
we not thereupon be apt thus to int 
ourſelves? Shall I 140 otherwiſe than He did, 
would have done, ſo 1 myſelf unlike 4 
contrary to Him ? Shall I be fo unfaithful to m wy 
223 Maſter, as to diſſerve Him, or to negl 
is Service? Shall I be ſo unworthy my gracious 
Redeemer, my beſt Friend, my moſt bountiful 
Benefactor, as to diſoblige Him, to wrong Him, 
to diſhonour Him, to grieve Him by thus doing ? 
Shall 7 be ſo vain and raſh as to croſs Him who is 


„ ing, able to control and ſubdue me; as to 
I 


m who is my Judge, reſolved to con- 
demn and puniſh me ? Shall wilfulty forfeit that 
** of _ upon which all my Happineſs de- 


pends # 


pends? Shall I procure his Diſpleaſure and Enmi- 
ty, from which my utter Ruin mult inevitably fol- 
low! Qur frequent thinking upon, and the Pre- 
ſence (as it were) of our bleſſed Saviour te out. 
Minds, may therefore be commended to us as an 
excellent Inſtrument” of bettering our Hearts and 
re inn: i & ts hl ff 
nun, mine enn hoes a 
To conclude; Let us always remember, and 
conſider, that we are Chriſtians, related unto 
Chrift Jeſus, and called by his Name, and as ſo, 


Lord of all Power and Might ; whe art the Au- 
.. +, 1 thor and Giver of all good Things; graft in 
dur Hearts the Love of thy Name; increaſe 

in us true Religion; nouriſh us with all Good- 

det; and of thy great Mercy her us in the 
fame; through Jeſus Chriſt ow Lord. 
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IN THREE SERMONS.. 


—————. 2 —— 


Pan. © iv. 1 


7 Fe! learned in wha State 7 am, there 
e AIR 


: theſe Words, by the meer an eminent 
Saint, is recommended to us the Practice of an 
excellent V irtue: A Practice grateful to Gon, 
and of great Benefit to ourſelves; Leing indeed ne- 
TY towards the comfortable Enjoyment - our 


ves: 
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Lives: It is Contentedneſs, the Virtue, which of all 
other doth moſt render this World acceptable, and 
conſtituteth a Kind of temporal Heaven ; which he 
that hath, is thereby by 2/0 % facto, in good Meaſure A 
BY whatever other Things he may ſe + $9 155 
ich he that wanteth, "Joth, however herwi 
he be furniſhed, bordme able, and carrieth a 
Kind of Hell within him: It cannot therefore but 
well deſerve our beſt Study about it, and Care to 
get it; in Imitation of St. Paul, who had learned in 
whatever State he Was, therewith to be content. 


Ix diſcourſing upon which Words, I ſhall conſi- 
der two Particulars: 'Firſt; the Virtue itlelf, (Con- 
tentedneſs in every State) the Nature of which I 
ſhall endeavour to explain; then the Way of attain- 
ing it, 76 80 wh * Paul in the . T have 
learned. 


: # * . £ 8] 2+ £% #3 2 $4 4 +: i 42 


I. Fox Explication of the Virtue : The Word 
here /exprefling it is, avrdgzeds,” which. ſignifieth 
Self. ſufficiency; which is not to be underſtood ab- 
ſolutely, as if he teok himſelf to be independent in 
Nature, able to ſubſiſt of himſelf, not wanting any 
— heh or Comfort without himſelf, for this is 
the and Privilege of the L-SHAD- 
DAI, who logs ſubſiſteth of Himſelf, Dealing no- 
thing without Himſelf: This is repugnant to the 
Nature of Man, who is a Creature: efſentially de- 

pendent for his Being, indigent of many Things for 
his Welfare = but relatively, conſidering his preſent 

State, the Circumſtances wherein he was, and the 
Capacities he had; which, by Gop's Providence, 
were ſuch, that he could A. want more than he 
had in his Poſſeſſion, or Reach. He meant not 
exclude Gon, and his Providence; but rather ſup 
poſed that as the Ground and Cauſe of his Self-ſuf- 


iencys' according 4s cllowhere he A = 


* EONS ion —_—_ Ki 2 


. re RO 


ffciency is of Gon: 


ſeveral Octafions. 131 


Met as if we were Jafficient of ourſelves, but our Suf- 

or did he intend to exclude 
the Need of other Creatures, otherwiſe than as con- 
ſidered without his Poſſeſſion, or beyond his Power; 
but he meaneth only, that he did not deſire or want 
more than what Gop had ſupplied him with, had 
put into his Hand, or had ſet within his Reach; 
that his Will did ſuit to his State, bis Deſire did 
not exceed his Power. ATI ole” P Bo 


Tits is the Meaning of the Word, which the 
Apoſtle uſeth: But for the more full and clear un- 
derftanding the Virtue itſelf, we' ſhall firſt conſider 
the Object about which it is converſant ; then the 
ſeveral Acts wherein the Exerciſe thereof confiſteth. 


1. TE Object of Contentedneſs is the preſent 
State of "Things, whatever it be, (whether proſpe- 
rous' or adverſe) wherein by Divine Providence 
we are ſet: 'The Things in which tue are, that is our 
preſent Condition, with all its Circumſtances : ' Ss - 
it may be generally ſuppoſed, conſidering that it is 
ordinary, and almoſt natural for Men (who have 
not learned as St. Paul had done) to be diſſatisſied 
and diſquieted in every Statez to be always in Want 
of ſomething; to find Defects in every Fortune 
to fancy they may be in better Caſe, and to deſire 
it earn eſtly: If we eſtimate Things wiſely, rich 
Men are more liable to Diſcontent than poor Men. 
It is obſervable, that Proſperity is a peeviſh Thing, 
and Men of higheſt Fortune are apt moſt cafily to 
reſent the ſmalleſt Things: A little Neglect, a flight. 
Word, an unpleaſing Look doth affect them more 
than Reproaches, | Blows, Wrongs do thoſe of a 
mmm. ! . 155751 01 . 

Tas formal Object of Content may indeed ſeem - 
to be a Condition diſtaſteful to our Senſe; an — 

| ver 
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verſe or ſtrait Condition; a Condition of Poverty, 
of Diſgrace, of Incovenience or Diſtreſs; but ſince 
moſt Men are abſolutely in ſuch a Condition, ex- 
poſed to fo many Wants and Troubles; fince many 
more are needy comparatively, wanting the Con- 
veniences that others enjoy, and which themſelves 
dieſire ; ſince there are few, who in right Eſtima- 

tion are not indigent and poor, that is, who do not 
defire, and fancy themſelves to want many Things 
which * not, (for Wealth conſiſteth not ſo 
much in the Poſſeſſion of Goods, as in Apprehen- 
ſion of Freedom from Want, and in Satisfaction of 
Deſires;) ſince Care, Trouble, Diſappointment, 
Satiety and Diſcontent following them, do not only 
haunt Cottages, and the loweſt Sort of People, but 
even frequent Palaces, and purſue Men of higheſt 
Rank, therefore any State may be the Object of 
_ Contentedneſs ; and the Duty is of a very general 

Concernment; Princes themſelves need to learn it; 
the Leſſons teaching it, and the Arguments per- 
ſuading it, may as well ſuit the Rich and Noble, 
as the ow and the Peafant : So our Apoſtle him- 
ſelf doth intimate in the Words immediately follow- 
ing our Text, I know both how to be abaſed, and | 
now: how to abound; Every where, and in all Thing: 
| 4 am inflrufted both to be full, and to be hungry; bu 
to abound; and to ſuffer Need : He. had the Art not 
only to manage well both Conditions, but to be {@ 


Bur ſeeing real Adverfity, Poverty and Diſgrace 
have Ao the firongeſt Influence in dift — 
our Minds, that Contentedneſs is plainly moſt 
needful in ſuch Caſes, as the proper Support or Me- 
dicine of our Mind in them; that other States do 
need it only as by Fancy or Infirmity they ſymbo- 
lize and conſpire with theſe : Therefore unto Per- 


ſons in theſe States we ſhall more explicitly app 
| '*2 OS 


eco © a. acc iy 


our Directions, as to the proper and prim 
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ay Sub- 
jets of Contentedneſs; the which, by Analagy or 
Parity of Reaſon, may be extended to all others, 


who, by imaginary Wants and Diſtreſſes, create 


Diſpleaſure to themſelves. 80 much for the 883 | 


of the Virtue. Wc 3 


2. Tis As Se the Practice W con- 


ſiſteth, (which are neceſſary Ingredients of it) be- 


long either to the Underſtanding, or to the Will, 
or to external Demeanour and Practice; A being | 
955 ) Right Opinions and Judgments. ) Fir 
ost Bas of Heart. (3.) Outward good Fr Fr 
and Behaviour, in regard to the Events befalling 
us; the former being as the Root, the latter as the 
F ruits and Flowers of the Duty. 


(I.) As to our Opinions and Tales of 
„ Contentedneſs requireth, . 


1. WE ſhould believe our Condition, ada 
It bait to be determined by Gop; and that all E- | 
vents befalling us proceed from Him, at leaſt, that 
He permitteth and ordereth them, according to his 
* and Pleaſure: That both Good and Evil 
proceedeth not wut of the Mouth of the Me High 
That Affiidtion (as Fob ſaid) cometh not forth of the 
Duff, neither doth Trouble ſpring out of the Ground; © 
as a Thing ſpontaneouſly, or ſowed by the Hand 
of ſome Creature, but rather deſcendeth from vw 


who faith, 7 form the Light, and create Darkne 


1 make Peace and create Evil; I the Lorp do ne WA . 
Things. 15 


Wx are apt, wha wrt Thin blech "uy un- 5 
pleaſant to us, to exclaim againſt Fortune; or to 


inveigh againſt ſecond Cauſes, aſcribing all to their 


Influence ; which Proceeding argues in us a He- 
Vor. XXXV. 5 M theniſß 
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theniſh Ignorance and Infidelity, or at 
— ns, ind 21 TT Mad; ta 
our ment is blin clou 1 or 
1 Keane by ill 1 5 for, in 1 
ot in the World an urrence merely. 
Fl Call — uided and wiel 
powerful Hand of the All-wiſe and Almig 
there is no Creature n Ain Agenc 
depend upon Gop, as the 3 
or ſubordinate thereto ; 19 5 ore u : 
vent we ſhould, raifing our Minds peg Eve ey Ee. 
Cauſes, diſcern and ac fe God) Hand; as, 
David did, when Spe) pu "Lee him (bid. 
the good King) curſes, becauſe the RD bath. faid 
unte him, curſe David; as "Job did, when he was. 
rifled of his Goods, The Lokp (faid be) gov on 4 
the _ hath taken ** ; Heats —_ 
when in Regard to the ſore Hardſhips, was to 
deſigned to = He. ſaid, The Cup which my 
Father bath green 2, fol '# na drink it? 


2. Hxxck we ſhould always E . 
which e en to be * fit and go, 
worthy. (a 

permitted by that 


not wiſe, juſt, or benign, in ordering us to be af- 


flicted or crofled ; but taking all EN to * 


well conſiſtent with all Gop's s holy. Perfections. 


Wx are apt to conceit, that the World is ill. or. 


dered, when we do not 175 therein; that every 


Thing is irregular, whic 
del of our Fancy; that Things had gone much bet- 


ter, if our Deſigns had found Succeſs; but theſe axe 
vain Conceits, for that certainly is moſt good 
which ſeemeth good to Gop; his Will is a perfect 
Standard of Right, his * e aimeth ee 


Truth 1 


80 
195 1 


ings conſidered) to be appointed 44 5 
ROS of Things; z, not enter - 
taining any harſh Thoughts of Gop, as if He were 


Tquareth not to the Mo- 


FN 8 


| 2 2x 
Jeviral Octafions. =. - 
bis Hapd never faileth to bit the Mark of Wbat is 
bet; A his Path are "Mercy, and Truth ; He is 
" righteous in all his Ways, and holy in all his Wark: 
So did King Heaelia 1 Judge, when upon 
Del of a fad Doom to bis Country and 
. "Polterity, he repli replied. to the Prophet, Good 75 the 
Word of the LoxD, which thou haft ſpoken : 80 even 
the Pagan Sage diſcerned, when he thus rebuked 
a Malecontent, „ You Slave, do you deſire any 
Thing but what is beſt? And is not that only 
| « 1 which ſeemeth beſt to Gop ? 


3 We thould be ſatisfied in our Mind, that ac- 
" cording to Gop's Purpoſe all Events conduct to 
out particular Welfare; being not only good, in 
order to more general Ends, but ſerving towards 

our private Advantage. We may be ready perhaps 
to confeſs, that whatever happeneth may be juſt 
and fir in ſome diſtant and occult Reſpecis; but. 
bardly can be induced to allow, that what we feel 
offensive to dur Senſe and Fancy, is really good for 
us, or was meant for © our Ben 935 we cannot eaſſly 
diſcern any Thiag of Love or Favour in ſuch Mat- 
ters: Thoſe Sort of Aphoriſms in Holy 'Scripture, 
"Hi Happy i is the Man, whom Gon correfteth; As Many 
as" I rebuke and chaſlen, ſound frangely ; 
ſuch is our Blindneſs of Mind, and Dulnefs of Ab- 
Dc; But Gop knaweth. with ſo exact a. 
ilfulneſs to manage Things, that" every particu- 
lat Occurrence ſhall be ad vantageous to the Perſon. 
whom it touched, and accordingly to each He diſ- 
ns that which js moſt ſuĩtable to him; whence,. 
pw y it is needful for us that we ſhould be 

h nn (for atherwiſe we ſhould often much harm, 

"way 76 


we ſhould quite, undo  burlelves) ſo it al- 
Gov io ordereth- it, is to de deemed 
able for us; We are therefore in Reaſon 
take the Td Amlictions, coming 
upon: 


|; 236 1 Sex | 4s GR 

upon „ to x no other than-fa 

ly Corrections, or friendly Rebukes, pd 

render us good and happy; as Arguments the 

and Inſtances of eſpecial Good-Wil I. towards J. 

conceiving under every er Dienen that we do as 

it were hear Gon ſpeaking to us, as He did to thoſe 

dy the Prophet, I know. the Thoughts that J think 
 towar vou, Thoughts of mech: and th Ka to 

Live you an e * n eee 6 


4. Hewcs we are to 8 chat our — 1 
Condition (whatever it be to Senſe) is, all Things 
conſidered, the beſt; moſt proper, moſt deſirable 
for us; better than we, if it were at our Choice, 
ſhould put ourſelves into: For Go (t the Saviaur 
of all Men, who deſireth that no. Man ſhould LT, 
wh is goed to all, and whoſe tender Mercies are over 
ll bes Ir; orks ) doth ever (here in this Life, the 
Time of Trial) with a moſt wiſe Good-Will de- 
| fign our beſt Good; and by the moſt proper Me- 
thods (ſuch as beſt ſuit our COS and Ca- 
pacities) doth aim to draw us to Happinels ; and 
accordingly doth aſſign a Station for us, moſt be- 
fitting in order to that great End: We therefore 
| ſhould think ourſelves well placed, becauſe we are 
where Gop doth ſet us; that we have enough, be- 
cauſe we have what Gop allotteth us. $ 


144 d 
[..] From ſuch J adarrata concerning 1 Things 
22 to us, thould HN. the following Di(- 
poſitions. rde bag buen A : 
1, WI ſhould entertain al Occurrences, ber 
grievous ſoever to us, with entire Submiſſion and 
28 nation of our Will to the Wa . 
42 7 acquieſcing in his good Pleaſure; | 

= Mn aſter our Lon, Let not my. . 


N e i tie le Low Dy 


ſeveral 67 Oden 137 


2 e Zemeth Him gs 1 David, . 
bold t Him ds * as | a Yo 
"Hi IG eren with Socrates, If it p N on, ſo 
it de;“ with Epietus, „ L always will that 
a which coigeth' to pals}; for T account that better 
% Which Jop willeth, than what 1 will myſelf; 
8 Tin! * Servant an 1d Follower to Sid 
A affect, I ſim ay wilt with Him':” 
es them as ſent Rahn God, we ſhould: 
bet welcome, we ſhould kindly em- 
e e ſhould uſe them with all fair Re- 
"pe e Dat ru d otpbairofle, (kindly y to embrace 
Thi Thing wo ich —＋ PDew Ta 2 avorplpna, (to 
ove Thing i by Providence) e 
When even Fl eben inculcate. * 


ba Ta «be bis Selm of Mir 

| 22 Providence, fach as; argue that we diſlike 
ob's Government; that were we able we Ro 

ſtruggle with Gop's willy that we gladly wou 
"ſhake off bis Yoke; ſuch Repining at our Lot,. 
TRE taketh Go e grievous, and his Yoke 
owe M to us; ſuch Affeckions as the wiſe 34a] 
cheth, When fe faith, Folie 3: of 
rrith bis ah and his Heart Hr ee? 
th 2 5 wt” 


2. Wr nm Pit ee Cain 
Py and Compoſedneſs of quelling chaſe 
Tide thoſe e thoſe Ne which the 
* of Thing 1 ful is apt to excite. No Ad- 
bs cud ÞÞ our Minds, as to hinder us 
ond Sree Fu or petforming what becometh us,. 
ſo as to engage us into ay TI or * 
e 1 


Og wi world mere Ui re Ui 


et and chearful Bienne of Mind, fo as not 
M 3 „ to 
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to de put out of Humour, not to be dejected or 
di iſcouraged by of Hy not to fall into that Heawngs 


which (as the wiſe Man ſaith) :maketh the Heart of 
Aan to ep; but rather finding Delight and Com+ 


placence in * as Conſidering whence they come, 
whither they tend: Such was n of the 
Apoſtles and en “ Cbriſtians, in the Midſt of 
their 9} ievous Sufferings 3 they tea 2 th the 
Jpoiling of their Gedi; accounted it a 
4 ful In divers Tribulations ; (Ae 5 for- 
 rowful, yet always rejoicing ; was grie- 
vous, but their Heart wo aus art Chef. 
Such a conſtant Frame of Mind we ſhould main- 
tain, ſo continually prepared we ſhould be- againſt 
alt Contingencies, That nothing ſhould happen amiſs 
to us, ſo as deeply to affect us, or to unlettle us in 
our 'Temper z that every Thing ſrom SR Hand: 
ſhould be acceptable ; 1 no Sadneſs may ſeize an 
us, at leaſt that we do not indulge or uh it; 
chat in no wiſe we ſuffer any Regret to quench our 
ſpiritual Comfort and fo y in Gop, which becometh 
the Upright, (as the Pſalmiſt ſaith,) and which we 
are ſo often enjoined perpetualy to maintain, as in 


all Caſes, ſo particularly under Afflictions and Tri- 


e cannot indeed be content, if we are not 


chearful; for the Mind can hard ſtand In e. 


ſo as neither to ſorrow or e cannot di 
Adverſity, if we, do not it's. we will not . 
mit to it as his Will, if uw do not take it for an 
Argument of his Love: , I (faith St. Paul) 


baue @ Liking or Pleaſure, in Infirmities,, in Re- 


proaches, in Neceſſities, i in Perſecutions, in Diſtreſſes 


1 F am 8 4 am 


4- Wes ſhould with Faith and Hope e rely 454 
wait on God for the Removal or Eaſomcns * our: 
* or n wel 


a 3 


e 
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. 
Grace. and Strength to. ſupport 


bz willing, ' remove this Cu 
phet, Who ſaid, In the 25 of 5 Commandments, 


OLokp, we have waited on Thee ; according to 


that Rule in the "Lamentations, It is good that a 
Man ſhould both hope, and wait quaetly for the Salua- 
tion of the Lon p; and. choſe Precepts in the Plays 
Ke in the, Lon, and wait atiently far 

wait * the Lord, be of goo: Caray, rg 
ſhall Prengthen N Heart. LIE 


We ſhould in any Caſe be ready with the baly 

Palmiſt thus to interrogate, and ſuſtain ourſelves : 
7 thou caft down, ,Q my Sau y art thou 
cee within me ? Hope thou in Gop, for 1 
vt Him fer the Help x i bis ConmPenances. 


| RepcpMBERING and conſidering that (as we 
2 expreſly taught in Scripture, and as all our Re- 


ion doth clearly ſuppoſe) Gon #noweth, to reſcue 


Godly out "of ribulation, He knoweth the pro- 
oo HR, en it is fit todo it) that He is Faith. 
2 and will not ſuffer us to be tempted above j- 
we vo able; but will with the Temptation alſo mate 

a to eſcape, that we may be able to bear it; re- 
Aeg, N on theſe certain Truths, we ſhould 
never ſorrow: as thoſe who are without Hope; we 
ſhould never deſpair of a good Riddance from our 
Adverſity, when it ſhall be ſeaſonable and benefi- 
cial ſor us z, we ſhould always be aſſured of a com- 
fortable Support under it, which is uſually better 
than Deliverance from it; our Minds ſhould never 
link into Deſpondency: That this is practicable in 
the worſt Caſe, we have conſpicuous Inſtances to 
aſſure us; it hath been the Practice of moſt date 
ous and excellent Perſons ;. never was any | one 
Ys in outward. Reſpecta and Appearance, m 
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ar 19 18 
Pereaded them of Hope or Courage: 
N "are triubl:d on every Side, 5 reſſe 

perplexed but not in Deſpair, + rape 
PR en Rn nn: <P FRET 


5. Wr ſhould not faint or N 
8 any Occaſion : No Adverfity ſhould impalr 
"the Force of our Spirit mould enervate our Cou- 
„or flacken dur Induſtry; mould fender Vs 
ſic er weak in Heart; hr, I "+ the wiſe 
fb N aint in the Day E 

1; (it is the gn n Wind, and 


, not to Kulte or ori * 1 Mind.) not 


to be diſſolved br disJointed in . No * 
Body is in ſcorbutick Diſtempe pers) ate Rules 
_ frribed to us in ſuch Caſes: We do then judeed 
need a firm and robuſt Conſtitution of 7p we 
mould then bear up moſt refoldtely : The Encou- 
ragemient of Ide, to the People entering fe 
Battle, may well be accommodated to us, in 

| LOT our Conflict with Adverſities: Let not your 


2 eh net aud di not trenible, ö J 
=_ Wi Gould 6 Bs Mee 


"bt have Irkſome Longin ſteratibn; but with 
3 — Tndifferenc * Wini pneſs of Mind, 
durin 88 * Plealure accordir 
vie s Advice, My Sin, deſpiſe not t , Chu] 
Toning of tht Lonp, neither be weary of bis 7 
Nen; and that of the Apt poſtle, enforced by ol 
Eonp's Example, Cofider þ Him, that 7 75 
Contradiztion of Sinners agat 2 mes feb 
wbearird and faint in inds. ſhould not 
think Gop flow,. of his Time long and tedious, 28 
i He were forgetful of us, i > to ſudebr 
. as the Pfalmiſt was indlitied” to dos When in 
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the. Day,of Trouble be brake forth into-theſe Ex. 


preſſions, Hall the Lot bc fort euer, and will 
He be favourable no more Hai forgotten to be 
gracious? Harb He in-Anger ſhut up wt Ar Mer- 
cies . Thus he was apt to think, and! ſpeak; but 


i recollectin himſelf, be perceived it was his Error, 

and confeſſed it Was his Fault thus to imagine, 1 
aid, it wag, mine Infirmity; and it will be ours 

likewiſe, if we entertain ſuch Conceptions : We 


ſhould with the fame, Mind endure our preſent 


State, as we paſs through a hard Winter, or a Time 


of Foul Weather, — it ſor ſeaſonable and fit, 
becauſe tp emen. of nee land ſo * 


e ned on) dun 


7. Ws ſhould b * Accidents be rendured 


125 in our on Eyes, and ſober in our Conceits 


of ourſelves; meek and gentle, tender and pliable 
in our Temper; ſenlible of of our Unworthineſa and 
Meanneſs, of our natural Frailty, Penury and Mi- 


Regard to the awful Majeſty and — the 
perfect Holineſs, and A J Juſtice of Gon ; they 
ſhould quell our haughty Stomach, they ſhould ſup- 
pie our "Riff Wilfulneſs, they ſhould ſoften our hard 
earts, they ſhould mitigate our peeviſh Humours: 
Jo effect theſe Things is uſually the Deſign of ſuch 
Incidents, and it is ever the beſt, Fruit of them: 
This is that which St. Peter adviſeth to, when he 


(aich, Be humbled. under the mighty» Hand of Gop; 


which. Gon. approveth, and encourageth with a 
us: Ov: 000 when He faith, To this Man will 
look, cuen to bim that is ee, 58 and contrite Spirit, 
his Diſpoſition ĩs an 
inſeparable, Adherent to Contentedneſs 3 he that 


hath, not his Spirit thus broken, or mollifted, wilt 
hardly, be content in any State; he that is baughty 


a} dtn A . of eu MISHCKDT ACID i. in 
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in Conceit, und ſtusdy in Humour, will 
1— find that which wil diſturb him. 7 wo. 8 
gp NY 
8. (bis required: that elbe notwithſtand- 1 
| * of our Condition, be meckly and P 
eindly affected toward others, being ſatisfied" and MW " 
\ — with their more proſperous State. We 6 
mould not be with Ne. World, becauſe we L 
40 not flouriſh in it; we ſhould not be ſullen or BB Y 
peeviſh toward any Man, becauſe his Fortune i fr 
«better than ours; we ſhould not repine at the good Iſl 
Succeſs of any of our Brethren, becauſe we want | 
the ves; 'we ſhould rather rejoice with them 
that rejoice, borrowing ſome Satisfaction from their 
Enjoyments. It is humane thus to do, becauſe of 
the natural Relation of Men; it is chriſtian, be- en 
cauſe of our ſpiritual Corifan guinity, by Virtue 
- whereof we are — and made Mem- 
err each be eber, that if (as St. Paul telleth us) en- 
all the Members fuffer with it, and 
be honoured, all the” Members ſhould 
avirh it ; We can hardly be conteht without 
— the Gods,” and ſharing in the 
Delights of — he ean never be content, who 
Aovketh with an evil Eye upon other Mens Profpe- 
rieyn he cannot do well himſelf,” who loveth not to 
fee his Neighbour do well, numberſeſs Oceafio 
ill happen to NN mints * nne 75 
rene 1 n I 
1 Abvznsrv i wen wk to ſour obi 
Spirits, und render us froward toward Men; eſpe- 
. cially when it eth from the Unkindrick, 
Ingratitude, or chery of Friends, or of Per- 
ſons obliged to us bor our Good- Will, or for Be- 
nefits done to them: But nothing ſhould render us 
4 apy Gage toward che World, nothing 
— — 6 peers yg Charity in us toward any Man; 
— plain R teacheth us, ſo mw » en- 


Taree: 


Manor 


* 
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Maſes did not loſe his Affection towards his 


a . — becauſe he was by one of them 
dente e into Baniſhment 9 —— A poſtles became 


to the Ware uſe « milud and, 


. i 

them; our Lokp  confinyed m 

- 15 deſire, - |, laboriouſly to endeavour the., 

g moſt deſpitefully e 

* Lite, 7 Fei Caſes, ſhould our Diſpoſition, bez. 

i obſerve. the Pſalmiſtꝰ Sy mp, » 

7 2275 227 17 eee een 
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95 * Fr doth imply A a Free. 
dom from all Salers and Anxiety of Mind, in 
Reference, to Proviſion, for, the Needs and Conveni- 
ences of Life; according to thoſe, Rules of Hin 
ur Burden, and Care upon the LORD, of being cura 
ful for Nothing, but commending aur dear 8 6 
Ordering; according to that moſt comfortable Pre- 
cept of our Lox n, Tate uo Care, ſaying, what ſhall. 
we cat, or what al we drink, or haw all tue be. 
cdeathed ; for th heavenly 2 knoweth, that e 
wart al! theſe Tings 3 

ly, poſhble 15 we ſhould be content: If we do not 
—— upon Providence, we cannot eſcape being 
oſten diſtracted with Care, and perplexed with 
Fear; we cannot chearfully hope for any Thing... 
2 nor be e ſecure of. any Thing * 
polleis. | hl 


10, Ir requireth alſo. that we ſhould. curb. our 
Deſires, and confine them in narrow Bounds; fo. 


E AS 8 IHE 7 8. A 12 


8 as not to affect more in Quantity, or better in Gua + 
* a0 than Nature does require: If we muſt have 
vs Loperfluities, if we can only reliſh Dainties, we 


ſhall never be pleaſed; for as Nature hath Limits, i 
and is content with little, ſo Curioſity i is an infinite 
and e Thing: H. that loveth Pleaſure 1 


2 
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be @ poor Man; he that loveth Mine and Oil ſhall 
not be rich; that is, he that is curious and nice in 
his Defires, will never have enough. "The Rule 
wich (according to St. Paul) ſhould regulate our 
Deſires, is this, Having Food and NRaiment, let 1. 
with them be ſatisfied - ff this will fatisfy us, we 
may eaſily obtain Satisfaction; a moderate Induſ- 
try, with Gop's Bleſſing, will procure ſo much: 
God hath promiſed to beſtow it: If this will not 
ſuffice, there is no ſure Way of getting or keeping 
more: As Gop is no-wiſe obliged to provide us 
ouperfluities, or concerned to relieve our extrava- 
gant Lorigibgs ;' fo we may fear, that Providence 
wil be ready to croſs us in our Cares and Endea- 
vours tending to thoſe Purpoſes, ſo that we ſhall 
be diſappoĩnted in the Procurement, or difturbed in 
the Fruition of ſuch needleſs Things : However, 
he that is moſt ſcanty in his Defires, is likely to be 
moſt content in his Mind: wo Socrates ſaid) 
4 is neareſt- the Gods (who nothing) that 


Ty fine, Contentedneſs doth import, that what- 
ever our Condition is, our Minds and Affections 
ſhould be modelled juſt according to it; fo that our 
Inclinations be compliant, our Defires ſuited there- 
to, fo that we can eafily comport with the Incon- 
vemences, can reliſh the Camforts, can improve 
the Advantages of it; otherwiſe, like an ill- made 
Garment, it will fit unhandſome upon us, and be 
troubleſome to us. It ts not uſually our Condition 
itfelf, but the Unſuitableneſs thereof to our Diſpo- 
fition and Defires, (which ſoureth all its Sweets, 
and rendereth its Advantages fruitleſs) that createth 
Diſcontent ; for (although it be very mean) others 
bear the ſame chearfully; many would be glad 
thereof: If therefore we will be content, we — 
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ealth will hang looſe 
about us ; the Care and Trouble in keeping it, the 
Suſpicion and Fear of loſing it, the Deſire of in- 
creaſing it, the Unwillingneſs to. ſpend or uſe it, 
will bereave us of all true Satisfaction therein, and 


Ir we are poor, we ſhould have a — pro- 


vident, induſtrious Mind, ſparing in Deſires, free 
from Curioſity, willing to take Pains, able to digeſt 
Hardſhips, otherwiſe the Straitneſs of our Condi- 


tion will pinch and gall us. | | 
ARE we high in Dignity or Reputation? Wethen 


need a Mind well ballaſted with ſober Thoughts, 
otherwiſe the Wind of Vanity will drive us into 


abſurd Behaviour, thence will daſh us upon Diſap- 
pointments, and conſequently plunge us into Vex- 
ation and Diſcontent. 


An we mean and low? We need a meek and 
lowly, a calm and ſteady Spirit; not affecting Re- 


g 


bend our Inclinations, and adapt our Deſires to a 
Correſpondence with our State. 

Is we are rich, we 2 a large and boun- 
tiful Heart, otherwiſe our 


render it no leſs unſavoury to us, than unproſitable 
to others. 


ſpect, or reſenting the Want of it; apt to paſs over 


or to bear quietly Affronts and Neglect, not apt to 


be moved by Words of Contempt or Diſdain; elſe q 


{being fretted with ſuch Things, which we may 


be ſure often to meet with) we ſhall be uneaſy, and | 


impatiently wiſh a Change of our State. 

Trtse, and the like Diſpoſitions, this 
containeth : From hence ſhould ariſe ſuch Actions 
as theſe which follow: 


Vor. XXXV. N Is We 


z 
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1. Wꝭ ſhould reſtrain our Tongues ſrom all 
Expreſſions, implying Diſſatisfaction in Go p's 
Proceedings, or Diſpleaſure at his Providence; ar- 
guing Diſtruſt in Gop; ſuch as were thoſe of the 
diſcontented Hraelites, They (faith the Pſalmiſt) 
pate ogainft Gop; they ſaid, can Gor furniſha a 
Table in the Wilderneſs ? Behold He ſinote the Rocks 
that the IWaters guſhed out, and the Streams over flow- 
ede Can He give Bread alſo, can He provide Fleſb 
for his People ? Such as they uſed, of whom the 
Prophet ſaid, I ben they ſhall be hungry, they will 
fret ibemſelves, and + their King and their Gop; 
as thoſe in the Apocalypſe, who being afflicted with 
deſerved Judgments, did blaſpheme the Name of Goo, 
which had Power over theſe Plagues. Into ſuch 
profane Enormities is Diſcontent apt to break forth, 
queſtioning the Power of Gop, or his Willingneſs 
to ſuccour us; venting Wrath and Diſpleaſure to- 
ward Him ; charging Him fooliſhly with Injuſtice, 
or with Unkindneſs, or with Nei or with 
Impotency; the abſtaining from which Behaviour, 

under the Senſe of his bitter Calamities, is a great 
__ Commendation of Feb, In all this (it is ſaid) Job 
finned not, neither charged Gop fooliſbiy. 


2. Wes ſhould indeed forbear any the leaſt Com- 
plaint or Murmuring, in Regard to the Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence, or upon Diſlatisſaction in the 
State allotted us: St. Jude ſaith, that Gop in the 
I ft Day will come, to execute Judgment, and to con- 
wince Men of «ll their hard Speeches, which ungodly 
Sinners have ſpoken again Him; theſe (ſubjoineth 
he) are yoyvicas fleht. Murmurers, that com- 
plain of their Let; which ſignifieth the Heinouſneſs 
and extreme Danger of this Practice. I hrefere 
aath the living Man complain ? is the Prophet's 

eſtion, imply ing it to be an unreaſonable and 
blameable Practice, Wherefore the Advice of per- 
| 3 . 
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vid is good; to ſuppreſs all Complaint, to be till 
and ſilent in ſuch Caſes, Be /7{1! (faith he) and know 
that I am Gop, and Be ſilent ta the LoxD; the 
which Precepts his Practice may ſeem well to in- 
terpret and back; I was (faith he) dumb, I opened 
not my Mouth, becauſe it was thy Doing: And ac- 
cordingly Feb, Behold (ſaith he, after having con- 
ſidered ail the Reaſons he could imagine of Gop's 
Proceedings) I am vile, what hall I anſwer Thee? 
1 will lay my Hand upon my Mouth. And thus our 
Saviour, when He was oppreſſed and afjitcted,” open- 
ed not his Mouth. N 


3. YEA it is our Duty, in theſe Caſes, to ſpend 
our Breath in declaring our Satisfaction in God's 
dealing with us; acknowledging his Wiſdom, Ju- 
ſtice and Goodneſs therein; bleſling and praiſing 
Him for-all that hath befallen us; each of us con- 
feſung, I 4now, O Loan, that thy Fragments are 
right, and that Thou in Faithfulneſs haft flicted me; 
imitating Jab, who upon the Loſs of all his Goods 
did ſay no more than this, The LoRD: gave, and the 
Lok D hath taken away; bleſſed be the Name of the 
LoRD. | ; „ 

4. Ws ſhould abſtain from all irregular and un- 
worthy Courſes.toward the Removal or Remedy of 
our Needs or Crofies, chooſing rather to abide qui- 
etly under their Preſſure, than by any unwarrantable 
Means to relieve ourſelves; rathcr bearing patient!y, 
than violently, like thoſe in the Prophet, breaking 
our Yoke, and burfling our Bands. Tak: Hleed, re- 
gard not Iniguiiy; for this haſt thou cheſen, rather 
than Afflichion. We ſhould rather continue poar, 
than by Cozenage and Rapine endeavour to; raiſe 
our Fortune; we ſhould rather lie under Diſgraee 
and Contempt, than by ſinful and ſordid Compli- 

ances ſtrive to acquire the Favour of Men; we 
= ſhould 
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ſhould rather willingly reſt in the loweſt Condition, 
than do as thoſe, who by diſturbing the World, by 
fomenting Diſorders and Factions, by ſupplanting 
their Neighbours, by venting Slanders 2nd Detrac- 
tions, labour to increaſe their Eſtate; we ſhould 
rather endure any Inconvenience, than have Re- 
courſe to Ways of evading them, diſallowed by 
Gop; doing as the Ferry did, who in their Straits, 
againſt the declared Pleaſure of Gop, /et their Faces 
toward Ægypt, Hrengtbened themſelves in the Strength 
/ Pharaoh, iru/tcd in the Staff of that broken Reed. 
In Neglect or Diffidence toward Gop, to embrace 
Juch Aids, is (as Gob in the Prophet declareth) a 
very miſchievous Folly : Ephraim (faith He) 7s /iks 
e filly Dove without Heart; they call to Egypt, they 
go to Allyria—Wie unto them, for they have fled from 
Ale; Deftruction unto them, becauſe they have tranſ- 
greſſed againſt Me. We may conſider how St. Paul 
reproveth the Corinthians for ſeeking a Redreſs of 
Wrong, ſcandalous and diſhonourable to the Church, 
Moto therefore it is utterly a Fault among you, that 
go to Law one with another; why do ye not rather 
tale Wrong? do ye not rather ſuffer yourſelves 

ve be defrauded ? Even to right ourſelves in a Way 
whereby any Diſhonour may come to Gop, or 
Damage to his Church, is not to be approved; and 
better it is in the Apoſtle's Judgment, to bear any 
Injury ourſelves: Better it is (faith St. 3 if 
the Will of God be ſo, that we ſuffer for Mell. doing 
than to do il{ > And, Let them, who ſuffer accordin 
io the Will of Gor, commit the keeping of their Souls 
te Him in Well-doing, as unte a faithful Creator. 


F. Wx ſhould, notwithſtanding any 2 

in our Affairs (ſuch as Gop requireth) 

with Alacrity, Courage and Induſtry; performing, 
however, ſo far as our Circumſtances permit, what 


is good and fit for us: No Diſappointment or Croſs, 
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ho Straits or Grievances ſhould render us liftleſs 
or lazy, but rather quicken and inflame our Acti- 
vity ; this being a good Way to divert us from the 
Senſe of our Misfortunes, and to comfort us under 
their Preſſure ; as alſo the readieſt Way to remove 
or to abate them, to order the preſent well, what⸗ 
ever it may be; to march forward whither Gon 
calls (how difficultly or ſlowly it be) in a rough or 
dirty Way ; not to yield to Difficulties, but reſo- 
lutely to encounter them, to endeavour with all 
our Might to ſurmount them, are Acts worthy of a 
chriſtian Courage; to direct ill Accidents to good 
Ends, and improve them to honeſt Uſes, is the 
Work of a noble Virtue. Put thy Truft in the 
LorD, and be doing Good, is the Plalmiſt's Advice 
in ſuch a Caſe; and it is a Practice neceſſary to the 
procuring and maintaining Content. 


6. We ſhould behave ourſelves fairly and kind- 
ly toward the Inſtruments of our Adverlity; toward 
thoſe who brought us into it, and thoſe who detain 
us under it, by keeping off Relief, and thofe who 

forbear to afford the Succour we expect; en 
to expreſs any Wrath or Diſpleaſure, to exerciſe 
any Revenge or Enmity toward them; but rather, 
even upon that Score, bearing Good-Will, and 
expreſſing Kindneſs toward them, not only as to 
our Brethren, whom, according to the general Law 
of Charity, we are bound to love, but as to the 
Servants of Go in this particular Caſe, and the 

Inſtruments of his Pleaſure toward us; conſidering, 
that by maligning or moleſting them, we expreſs 
Difpleaſure at Gop's dealing with us, and, in Ef- 
ſect, through their Sides wound his Providence: 
Thus the holy Apoſtles being reviled did Bleſs, being 
| 1 did entreat Thus our Lord demeaned 
imſelf toward his ſpiteful Adverſaries; who, when 
He was reviled, reviled 2 again; when He e 
D . 3 | 4 
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ed, He threatned not, but committed it ie Him the 
Judgeth righteouſly. 


In theſe, and fuch like Acts, | bn Day Ache | 
tentedneſs is eſpecially employed and exerciſed: 
And ſo much may ſuffice for the Explication of its 
Nature : I come Hom bs. connege OL ee 
taining it. 
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Pin. iv. 17. 


T have learned to be content. 


UT how may this be learned? I anſwer, 

, chiefly (Divine Grace concurring) 1. By un- 
derſtanding the Rules wherein the Prac- 
tice thereof conſiſtetn. 2. By ſeriouſly conſider- 
ing and impreſſing upon our Minds thoſe Induce- 
ments which are apt to perſuade the Practice there - 
of. Theſe may be drawn from ſeveral Heads; 
ftom Gow, from ourſelves, from our particular 
Condition or State; from the general State of Men 
here; from the particular State of other Men im 
Compariſon to ours; from the Nature and Con- 
ſequences of the Duty itſelf: Every Thing about 
us well examined, will miniſter ſomewhat by the 
Grace of Gon inducing and * 


Is 
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I. In regard to Gon we may conſider, that E- 
2 doth exact, and Gratitude require, that we 
ould be content; in being diſcontented we be- 
have ourſelves very unbeſeemingly and unworthi- 
wy are unjuſt, ungrateful, and fooliſh toward. 
im. 


1. Equity doth exact this of us, and in per- 
forming it we act juſtly toward Gop. both admit- 
ting his due Right, and acknowledging his good 
Exerciſe thereof; That ſaying in the Goſpel, I. 


it not lawful for me to do what I will with my own? 


is a moſt evident Maxim of Equity ; it is therefore 
the natural Right and Prerogative of Gop (as the 
Creator and Preſerver, and conſequently the abſo- 
Jate Loxp, Owner and Governor of all Things) 
to aſſign his Station, and allot his Portion to eve- 


Perſon, as he judgeth good and convenient; it 
is moſt juſt that 1 He ſhould enjoy this 


Right; He being alſo infinitely wiſe and good, it 
is likewiſe moſt juſt to acknowledge that he doth 


perfectly well manage this Right. Now by Sub- 


miſſion to Gop's Diſpoſal of Things, we expreſs 
our due Regard to both theſe, avowing his Right, 
and approving his Exerciſe thereof; but by Diſ- 


content and Regret at what happeneth, we do in Ef- 


fect injure Gop in both thoſe Reſpects, diſavow- 


ing his Right, and impeaching his Management. 

Right, as in Effect 
to invade it, and uſurp it to ourſelves; ſignifying, 
that in our Opinion Things ought not to be or- 
dered according to his Judgment and Pleaſure, 
but after our Fancy and Humour; we claim to 


e thereby ſo renounce his 


ourſelves the Privilege of diſpenſing his Goods, ſo 
as to be our own Carvers, and to aſſume to our- 
ſelves ſo much as we think good ; we imply, that, 
if we were able, we would extort the Power 


out of his Hands, and manage it ourſelves, mo- 


delling 
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delling the World according to our Conceits and 


Deſires. 


WI do alſo (ſince we cannot but perceive the 
Attempt of diſpoſſeſſing Gop to be fruitleſs) in Ef- 
ſect N Gop with Miſdemeanour, with Ini- 
ons or Infirmity in his Diſtribution and Diſpoſal 
of Things; intimating, that in our Opinion He 
doth not order them ſo juſtly, or ſo wiſely as might 
be (not ſo well as we in our Wiſdom and Juſtice 
ſhould order them) for did we conceive them ma- 
naged for the beſt, we could not but judge it moſt 
unreaſonable to be aggrieved, or to complain: So 
heniouſly infolent, and unjuſt are we in being diſ- 
content. In earneſt, Which is moſt equal, that 
Gop ſhould have his Will, or we ? For Shame 
we ſhall ſay Gon: Why then do we not content= 
edly let Him have it? | 3 


Ir is indeed, if we conſider it, the higheſt Piece 
of Injuſtice that we can be guilty of; ex ceedi 
that which we commit in any other Sort of Diſ- 
obedience. For as in any State ſeditious Muti- 
ning is the greateſt Crime, as moſt directly viola- 
ting the Majeſty, and ſubverting the Authority of 
the Prince; ſo in the World, none may be ſup- 
poſed more to offend and wrong its Sovereign 
Governor, than ſuch Malecontents as diſlike and 


blame his *. e Even a Heathen could 


teach us, that it is our Duty to ſubject our Mind to 
Him that adminiſtreth all Things, as good Citi- 


ens to the Law of the Commonwealth; if we do 


not, we are rebellious and ſeditious, which is the 
higheſt Pitch of Injuſtice toward our moſt graci- 
ous Sovereign. | 


AGAIN, there can be no greater Injury, or Af- 
front offered to Gop, than to give Him the _ 
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by queſtioning his Veracity ; this Diſcontent plain. 
ly doth : For Gop hath expreſsly declared Himſelf 
ready upon all Occaſions to do us Good; Ie hath 
map to care for us, and never to forſake us, or 
eave us deſtitute; which Word of his if we did 
not diſtruſt, and take Him to be unfaithful, we 
could not be diſcontent: As no Man is diſpleaſed 
with his Condition, or ſuſpicious of Want, who 
knoweth that he hath abundant Supply of all he 
can need in a ſure Place; that he hath a Perſon 
moſt able, moſt willing, moſt faithful engaged to 
ſuccour him; ſo did we believe Gop to be true, 
who hath promiſed to help us, we could not be 
diſcontented for Fear of any Want. 


W' muſt at leaſt in fo doing, ſuſpe& Gop to 
de deficient in Goodneſs toward us, or unwilling 
to help us; or we muſt apprehend Him impotent, 
and unable to perform what He hath promiſed for 
us; like thoſe Infidels, who ſaid, Can Gop furniſh 
a Table in the Wilderneſs? Can He give Bread al o, 
can He provide Fieſh for his People? 


2. GRATITUDE requireth of us this Duty; fer 
we having no Right, or Title to any. Thing, all 
that we have coming from God's pure Bounty; 
He having upon us all, whatever our Conditian 
comparatively is, freely conferred many great Be- 
nefits, common to all Men among us (our Being, 
Life, Reaſon Capacity of eternal Happineſs, ma- 
nifold ſpiritual Bleſſings, incomparably precious 
and excellent) we in all Reaſon ſhould be thankful 
"for theſe, without craving more, or complaining 
for the Want of other Things. Whereas alſo all 
Events (how croſs ſoever to our ſenſual Conceits 
or Appetites} are by Gop deſigned, and diſpenſed 
for our Good; and Gratitude requireth, . = 
N 8 Ou 
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ſhould thank Gop for them, and not murmur 


- 


againſt them. 


SURELY, if inſtead of rendering God Thanks 
for all the excellent Gifts, which He moſt liberal- 
ly, without any previous Obligation to us, or De- 
ſert of ours, hath. beſtowed on us, and continu- 
eth to beſtow, we fret, and quarrel with them, 
we are extremely ungrateſul and diſingenuous to- 
ward Him. He hath made us capable of the great- 
eſt Goods imaginable, and upon eaſy Terms prof- 
fereth them to us; He even tendereth Himſelf 
(Himſelf, the immenſe and all comprehending 
Good, the Fountain of all Joy and Bliſs) to be 
fully enjoyed by us; his Wiſdom He offereth to 
inſtruct and guide us, his Power to protect and 
ruard us, his Fullneſs to ſupply us, his Goodneſs 
to comfort us; He offereth his Love and Favour 
to us, in having which we in Effect have all 
Things; becoming thereby, in the higheſt De- 
gree, rich and hunourable and happy; And is it 
not then outragious Unworthineſs to prize any o- 
ther Thing (any petty Accommodation of this 
tranſitory Life, any pitiful Toy here) ſo much, as 
to be diſpleaſed for the Want thereof; as if all 
this were not enough to ſatisfy our Needs, or ſa- 
tiate our Deſires; as if notwithſtanding all theſe 
immenſe Effuſions, of Bounty upon us, we could 
be indigent or unhappy ? Shall we receive ſo much 
Good from the bountiful Hand 7 Gop, and ſball we 
nt contentedly receive fo ſmall Ewiis from Him? 
Evils in Name, but not in Reality, at leaſt not ſo 
in Gop's Deſign; but rather Things convenient 
and profitable for us; which is another Aggrava- 
tion of our Ingratitude ; for 


Art we not alſo ingrateſul in miſapprehending, 
and diſliking that, which Gop doe out of a 
aka ; ; gracious 
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tous Intention toward us; in loathing his fa- 


ny and friendly Diſpenſations ; the fatherly 


Chaſtiſements and N Diſciplines, which He 
 aunwillingly is forced (is, I ſay, forced by his own 
great Love, and by our preſſing Needs) to inflict 
upon us? Surely our ill Opinion of, or ie 
as the Wiſe-man calleth — theſe unpleaſant 
s is no ſmall Fault; Neither will our not 
diſcerning, out of affe Hed Dulneſs, the Wiſdom 
of Gop's Methods, and the Wholeſomenefs of the 
Means He uſeth to better us, excuſe us from foul 


[0 * 


Ingratitude. 


4% 


23. Acain, upon many Accounts, Reaſon far- 
ther dictateth in Reſpect to Gon, that we ſhould 

be content : Becauſe itis moſt reaſonable to acqui- 
eſce in Gop's Choice of our State, He being infi- 
nitely more wiſe than we, and infinitely better 
underſtanding what is good for us that we can do; 
becauſe He is well affected to us, and more truly 
loveth us than we do ourſelves; becauſe He hath 
a juſt Right, and irreſiſtable Power to diſpoic of 
us, which whatever we can do, He will effectual- 
ly make Uſe of, whence it is extremely fooliſh to 
. be diſcontent : Fooliſh it is to be diſſatisfied with 
the Reſults of his Wiſdom, adhering to our vain 
Apprehenſions; fooliſh to diftruſt his Goodneſs 
in Compliance with our fond Self-love ; fooliſh to 
conteſt his unqueſtionable Right and uncontrollable 
Power, having nothing but mere Impotency to 
oppoſe againſt them; no leſs than downright 
Madneſs it is to fret at that which we can in no wiſe 
help, to bark at that which lodgeth in Heaven fo 
far above us; If we think, that our Diſpleaſure 
will affect Gop, that our Complaints will incline 
Him to alter our Condition, we conceit vainly, 
and without any Ground; ſooner may we, by 
our Imagination, ſtop the Tides of the Sea, or 
| : G | turn 
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turn the Streams of Rivers back ward; ſooner, 5 
our Cries, may we ſtay the Sun, and change a 

the Courſes of the Stars, than by our paſſionate Re- 
ſentments or moanful Clamours we can check the 
current of Affairs, or alter that State of Things, 
which is by Gop's high Degree eſtabliſned: Diſ- 
contented Behaviour will rather faſten our Conditi- 
on, or remove it into a worſe Place; as it highly doth 
offend GoD, and increaſeth our Guilt, ſo it mov- 


eth God to continue, and to augment our Evils. 
Thus lifting up our Eyes to Heaven, and conſider- 


ing all Things with reſpect to Gor, will induce 
us to bear our Caſe contentedly. 


II. Acain, reflecting upon ourſelves, we may 
obſerve much Reaſon to be content with our State; 
in whatever Capacity we look upon ourſelves, we 
in Duty are obliged to be ſo. 


As Creatures we naturally are indigent and im- 
potent, we have no juſt Claim to any Thing, nor 


any Poſſeſſion maintainable*by our Power; all that 


we have, or can have, cometh from pure Bounty; 
wherefore how little ſoever is allowed us, we have 
no Wrong done us, nor can we juſtly complain 
thereat: Such Beggars as we are muſt not pretend 
to be Chuſers; if any Thing be given us we way 
be glad, we ſhould be thankful. It is for thoſe 


who have a wh and a Power to maintain it, to 


reſent, if their Due be withheld; but for us that 


never had any Thing, which we could call our 


own; that have no Power to get or keep any 
Thing; for us that came into the World naked 
and defenſeleſs, that live here in continual,” abſo- 


lute Dependence for all our Subſiſtence, to conteſt 


with Him that maintaineth'us, or to complain of 


his Dealing, is ridiculouſly abſurd. | 
Vor. XXXV, O u. 
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Upon a moral Account we have leſs Reaſon to 


no ought, or to complain of any Thing; 


for we deſerve nothing but Evil: If we right] 
value ourſelves, any Thing will ſeem good Meh 


for us, any Condition better than we deſerve: 


Duly examining the Corruption of our Nature, the 
Depravedneſs of our Hearts, the Enormities of 
our Lives, we cannot but apprehend, that we are 
unworthy even of the Crumbs which fall from our 
Maſter's Table; we cannot but acknowledge with 
the good Patriarch, that we are /eſs than the leaſt 
of Gop's Mercies. Conſidering our natural Un- 
worthineſs, we deſerve not ſo much as thoſe com- 
mon Benefits without which we cannot ſubſiſt; 
ſo that in 1 to them we ſhall be ready to ac- 
knowledge, LoRD, what is Man that Thou takeſt 
Knowledge of him, or the Son of Man, that Thou 
makeſt Account of him? Trying our Hearts, and 
examining our Ways, we ſhal ſoon- diſcover it 


to be abundant _— that we are not utterly 
h 


deprived' of all good Things,' ſtript of all Com- 
forts, yea diſpoſleſſed of our very Being; ſo that 
we are obliged to acknowledge, It is of the LokD's 
Mercies that we are not conſumed, becauſe his Com- 
paſſeons fail nat. Were we far better than we 
are, yet it would not become us to conteſt with 
Him, to whoſe Diſpoſal and Judgment we are 
ſubject; as Fob teacheth us: Behold (faith 5 
Gop taketh auùy, who can hinder Him, who wt 


fey unto Him, what dogft Thou? If He will not 


withdraw his Anger, the proud Helpers /loop under 


Him; how much leſs ſhall I an ſtuer Him, and chuſe 


out my Words to reaſon with Him; whom though 1 


were righteous, I would not anſwer, but I would 


make Supplication to my Fudge ; but for us, Men 
ſo unrighteous and guilty, to debate with, to 


queſtion the Proceedings of our Judge is much 


more unſeemly. er 
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NoTHING can be more abſurd, than for Men 
ſo deeply indebted, than for Sinners ſo obnoxious 
to Wrath, to murmur in any State : Shall we, who 
are conſcious to ourſelves of ſo many Sins againſt 
our Gop; who by wilful Tranſgreſſions, or ſloth- 
ful Neglects, have ſo much affronted and offended 
Him; who have ſo little requited his Love, and fo 
much abuſed his Patience; who have borne ſo little 
Fruit, and rendred Him ſo little Service, ſhall we 
be angry that our Humour is not pleaſed in all 
Things? Shall we affect to ſwim in Plenty, to wal- 
low in Pleaſure, to baſk 'ourſelves in Eaſe? who 
deſerve not the meaneſt Competence, to whom it is a 
eat Favour that we are permitted to ſubſiſt, whom 
ſtrict Juſtice would often have caſt into utter Mi- 
ſery ? It is not ſurely for ſuch Perſons to be diſ- 
ſatisfied with any Thing in this World, but to bleſa 
Gop's exceeding Mercy, that they abide on this 
Side of the bottomleſs Pit; it is their Part, with 
ſubmiſſive Patience, to bear whatever is inflicted on 
them, humbly ſaying, 7 zwill bear the Indignation f 
the Lok, becauſe 1 Sn open againſt Him. See- 
ing, whatever our Croſſes or Sufferings be, we 
cannot but confeſs to Go, Thou haſt puniſbed us leſs 
than our Iniguities deſerve; being in Compariſon to 
what was due to us very favourably dealt with. 
Why ſhould we be diſſatisfied? If in ſuch Caſes. 
Men ſhould deal ſo favourably with us, we ſhould 
be much pleaſed, and ready to thank them; Why 
then ſhould we take it ill of Gor, when He even 
in his hardeſt Proceedings againſt us, expreſſeth 
ſo much Indulgence and Mercy ? 7 


Ir we muſt be diſpleaſed, and complain, we have 
Reaſon rather to accuſe ourſelves, than to exclaim 
at Providence, for our Euils are not ſo much the 
voluntary Works of Gop, who doth not aſfiict wil- 
Jug, or grieve the A of Men, as the .n _ | 
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al Products of our Sins, which we wilfully commit 
It is (as the Prophet ſpeaketh) eur Stus that with 
beld good Things from us; and bring evil Things up- 
on us: Fools, becauſe of their Tranſgreſſian, and le- 
cauſe 4 their Iniguities, are afflicted. We make 
Adverſity neceſſary, or expedient for us, then we 
cry out upon it: We labour in Planting, but can- 
not brook the Fruit of e:r Doings But tubereſere 
ew - ving Man camplain, for the Puniſhment of 
1 Sins 


Ws may farther, looking on ourſelves, confider 
ourſclves as Servants to GOD, abſolutely ſubject to 
his Diſpoſal; and ſhall any Servant, preſume to 
chuſe his Place, or determine his Rank in the Fa- 
mily ? Shall he appoint to himſelf what Office he 


will eiſcharge, what he will do, and how he ſhall. 


be accommodated ? Is it not fit that all theſe Things 
ſhould be left to our Maſter's Diſcretion ? Is it not 
reaſonable that we ſhould thoroughly acquieſce in 
his Determination? Even a Pagan Philoſopher could 
teach us this, who thus piouſly directett bis Speech 
to Gop : For the reſt uſe me to what Thou plea- 
ſeſt. I conſent unto Thee, and am indifferent. 
] refuſe nothing which ſeemeth good to Thee; lead 
me whither Thou wilt; put on me what Garment 


Thou pleaſeſt: Wilt Thou have me to be a Gover- 


nor or] a private Man, to ſtay at Home or be ba- 
niſhed, to be poor or to be rich? I will, in Reſpect 
to all theſe Things, apologize for Thee with Men. 
Thus did Epifetus ſay, and ſuch Speech well be- 
cometh our Relation to God: Servants ſhould be 
content with their Maſter's Appointments and Al- 


lowances; they ſhould not only themſelves forbear 


to find Fault with, but be ready to maintain his 
Proceedings againſt any, who ſhall preſume to 
blame them. Eſpecially ſuch Servants as we are, 
who, after we have done all Things commanded 5 
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muſt acknowledge that we are unprofitable Servants : 
Such as can bring no Benefit to our Lorp, or any: 


wiſe advance his State; ſuch as therefore cannot 
challenge any Wages from Him, more than He out 


of mere Favour is pleaſed to allow: Could we, by 


our Labours, enrich Gop, or raiſe Him in Digni- 
ty, it might ſeem congruous that He ſhould anſwer- 
ably reward us; but as He getteth Nothing by us, 


ſo we cannot require any Thing from Him: Our 


beſt Services indeed rather need Pardon, than de- 
ſerve any Reward : No Man hath lived ſo well, that 
he can pretend any Thing from Gop, that he is 
not indeed much behind-hand in his Accounts with 
Gop, having received from Gop far more of Be- 
nefit than he can return to Him in Service: No 


Man, without extreme Preſumption, can offer to. 


preſcribe, in what Meaſure, or what Manner Gon, 
ſhould reward him. TOY 

AGAIN, if we conſider ourſelves as the Children 
of Gop, either by Nature, or by Adoption and 


Grace, How can we be diſcontent for any Thing? 


Have we not thence great Reaſon to hope, or ra- 
ther to be confident, that we ſhall never want any 
good Thing neceſſary and convenient for us? For 
is not Gop by paternal Diſpoſition inclined, is He 
not in a Manner, dy paternal Duty, engaged, in 
all needful Occaſions, to ſupply and Succour us? 
Can we (without great Prophaneneſs) ſurmiſe, that 
He, which is ſo immenſly good, will be a bad (an 
unkind, or a neglectful) Father to us? No, as 


there is no other Father in Goodneſs comparable 


to Him, ſo none, in real Effects of Benignity, can 
come near Him; ſo our Lord affureth us: ye 
(faith He) being Evil, know how to give goed: Things: 
to your Children; How much more will your heavenly: 
Father give good Things. to his Children that aſt 
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Ir we ande ourſelves as Chriſtians, we have 
Rilr more Reaſon to practiſe this Duty: As ſuch, 
we are not only poſſeſſed of Goods abundantly ſuf · 
fieient to ſatisfy our Deſires; we have Hopes able 
to raiſe our Minds above the Senſe of all preſent 
Things; we have Entertainments that ever may 
divert our Minds, and fill our Hearts with Com- 
fort ; but we have alſo an Aſſurance of competent 
Supplies of temporal Goods; for, Godlineſs is pro- 
25 to all Things, having the Promiſe bath of the 

. and that which is to come and, I we 
Kingdom of Heaven, and its Righteauſ- 
. 25 theſe Things A4 added unte ws. It is 
indeed ſtrangely unhandſome for a Chriſtian ever 
to droop or to. be diſconſolate; for a Friend of 
Gor, and an Heir of Heaven to think he wants 
any Thing, or fear that he ſhall ever want; for- 
him, whoſe Treaſure and Heart are above, to be 
i concerned with any Thing here. 


Wusnzronn conſidering ourſelves, vn Gaps 
cities, our Relations, our Actions, it is moſt rea- 
ſonable to be content with whatever doth befall 
3 


FARTHER, if we conſider our Condition (be 
it what it will, how poor, how mean, hom deſ- 
picable ſoever}: we can have from it no reaſonable | 
Ground of Diſcontent. 


1. Our Condition in this World cannot (if 
e eſtimated, and well 1 
ly bad, nothing here can occur inſupportable ; we 
eannot, if we pleaſe, want any Thing conſidera- 
ble, the Defect whereof may not be ſupplied, or 
ſupparted by far better Enjoyments. If we have 
high Opinions of ſome Things, as very excellent | 
a needful for us, it is no Wonder if nag 
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them, that our Condition is unpleaſant; if we 
take other Things for huge Evils, then, if they 
be on us, we can hardly eſcape being diſpleaſed; 
but if we thoroughly look through ſuch Things, 
and ſcan them exactly, valuing them, not ac- 
cording to Senſe, or Fancy, but according to 
ſound Reaſon, we may find, that neither Abſence 
of the former nor the Preſence of the latter doth. 
render our Caſe deplorable. 


We are, for Inſtance, poor: And. what great 
Harm in this? It is a State, which hath its no- 
ſmall Conveniences, which freeth us from many 
Cares and Diſtractions, from many Troubles and 
Croſſes, from many Encumbrances, Dangers, 
Temptations, many ſore Diſtempers of Body and 
Soul, many grievous: Miſchiefs, to which Wealth: 
is expoſed z which maintaineth Health, Induſtry 
and Sobriety ; diſpeſeth us to feed. heartily, to 
move nimbly, to ſleep ſweetly ; which preſerveth 
us from Luxury, from Satiety, from Sloth and 
Unwieldineſs. It is a State, which many have 
borne with great Chearfuloeſs; many wiſe Men 
have voluntarily embraced; which is allotted by 
Divine Wiſdom, to moſt Men; and which the 
beſt Men often endure ;, to which Gon hath de- 
clared an eſpecial Regard; which the Mouth of. 
Truth hath proclaimed happy; which the Son of 
Gop hath dignified by his Choice, and ſanctified 
by his partaking deeply thereof; and can ſuch a 
Condition be very loathſome; can it reaſonably 
diſpleaſe us? | 3 


AGAIN, thou art, ſuppoſe, fallen into Diſgrace, 
or from Honour and Credit, art depreſſed into a 
State of Contempt: This alſo rightly prized is no 
ſuch Wretchedneſs; for what doth this import 
What, but a Change of Opinion in giddy Fx 
#2 | | WHRIC 
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which thou doſt not feel, which thou art not con- 
cerned in, if thou pleaſeſt; which thou never 
hadſt Reaſon. much to regard, or at all to rely 
upon ? What is thy Loſs therein? It is the Break- 
ing of a Bubble, the Sinking of a Wave, the 
Changing of a Wind; what is Honour, but 
Thought; and what more flitting, what ſooner 
ne away than a Thought? And why art thou 
iſpleaſed at the Loſs of a Thing fo very ſlender? 
If thou didſt know its Nature, thou canſt not be 
_ diſappointed; if thou didſt not, it was worth thy 
while to be thus informed by Experience, that 
thou mayeſt not any more regard it. Is the Con- 
tempt, thou haſt incurred, from thy Fault? Bear 
the Conſequence thereof patiently, and do thy 
beſt by removing the Cauſe to reverſe the Effect: 
Is it undeſerved ? Be ſatisfied in thy Innocence, 
and be glad that thou art above the Injuſtice of 
thoſe who contemn the. Let thy AﬀeCtions ra- 
ther be employed in Pity of theirs, than in Dif- 
pleaſure for thy own Caſe. e 


Bur thou art perhaps troubled becauſe thou art 
wrongfully cenſured, odiouſly traduced and defa- 
med, abuſed by Slander, Which aſperſeth thee: 
with Things whereof thou art no wiſe guilty, or 
repreſenteth thee in a Character unworthy of thee? 
Be it ſo; what then? 5 . 


Is not every Man ſubject to theſe Things? Are 
not the greateſt Men, the wiſeſt, the beſt liable 
to the ſame? Yea chiefly liable, Excellency be- 
ing the ſpecial Mark of Envy and Obloquy? Can 
any good Men eſcape free of them among ſo ma- 
ny bad Men, whoſe Doings, as Goodneſs doth 
reproach, ſo it provoketh their Malignity? Canft 
thou imagine to paſs thy Days in ſo unjuſt a World 
without incurring ſuch Uſage ;_ can ſo many _ 
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ſo, many bold, ſo many lawleſs Tongues be tied 
p, or kept within compaſs of Truth, or Equity? 
Wile thou ſuffer it to be in the Power of any Man 
at his Pleaſure ſo eaſily to diſcompoſe thee? Be- 
cauſe he will be bad, ſhalt thou be miſerable? 
Why doſt thou not rather pleaſe thyſelf in thy In- 
nocence, and Clearneſs | va the Blame which 
they impoſe on thee? Why doſt thou not rather 
ity their Unhappineſs, who ſtoop to ſo baſe 
Pradices! They do themſevles far more Miſe 
chief, than they can do thee. 46 


AND why doſt thou not conſider, that thou 
art really guilty of many Faults, and full of Im- 
perſections, ſothat no Man can eaſily derogate 
from thee more than thou deſerveſt: He may in- 
deed tax thee unjuſtly, be may miſs in the Parti- 
culars of his Charge, he may diſcover groundleſs 
II-will toward thee ; but thou knoweſt thyſelf to 
be a grievous Sinner, and it is juſt that thou 
ſnouldeſt be reproached (Gop, for thy Humilia- 
tion, or thy Correction, may have ordered him, 
as David ſaid of Shimei, to curſe thee) thou haſt 
therefore more need to be humble in Reflection 
on thyſelf, than to ſwell with Diſdain in regard 
to his Injury. I | 


Trov ſhouldeſt improve this Dealings, and 
make it wholſome to thee, by taking Occaſion 
thence to correct thy real Faults ; that ſo thy Con- 
ſcience may be a firm Bulwark againſt all Detrac- 
tion: In fine, ſatisfy thyſelf by committing thy Soul 
with Patience in well-doing, unto thy Judge, who 
aſſuredly will do thee Right, will protect thy Re- 
putation, and clear thy Innocence: His Judgment 
is only worth regarding, be little concerned with 


AGAIN, 
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AGAIN, Being diſappointed and croſſed in the 


Succeſs of their Undertakings, is wont to put 
t 


Men, as they conceive, into a wofull Caſe ; 


why ſo? Why didſt thou build upon Uncertain- 
ties Didſt thou not foreſee a Poſſibility, that thy 


Deſign might miſcarry, and if ſo, why art thou 
not prepared to receive what happeneth.? Didft 
thou refer the Buſineſs to Gop's Diſpoſal ? If not, 
thou deſerveſt to be croſſed, and rather confeſs 
thy Fault, than complain of thy Fortune ; if thou 


didſt, then be conſiſtent with thyſelf, and acqui- 


eſce in his Determination: If thou ſo improveſt 
thy Diſappointment, thou art a Gainer by the 


Loss, thou deft more than conguer by thy Defeat. 


However, ſince the Gain, the Credit, the Pre- 
ferment thou haſt miſſed, are Things in themſelves 


of no great Value, and ſuch as thou mayſt well 
live without, as other good Men have done, thou 
canſt not have much Reaſon to be diſpleaſed upon 


. 


this Account. 


Bor Friends, will ſome Men ſay have been 
unkind, have been ungrateful, have been fickle. 


and falſe, have neglected, deſerted, betrayed me; 


It was not an Enemy, that reproached me, then I 
could have borne it. This indeed is commonly moſt. 


N yet being ſcanned will not render a 
an's Condition ſo lamentable: For, ſuch Miſ- 
behaviour of Friends is more their Calamity than 
ours: The Loſs of bad Friends is no Damage, 
but an Advantage; it is but the Loſs of a Miſchief, 
and a Trouble: The fewer we have of ſuch, the 
more Time we ſave, the leſs Trouble we meet 


with, the greater Security we enjoy. The Kind- 


neſs we have ſhewed, the Obligations we have 
put on ſuch, are not quite loft, they will bring a 


Reward. And if all other Friendſhips ſhould fail, 


| there is one remains, worth Millions of other 
oe CE, Friends, 


— 


ol 
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Friends, who can never prove unfaithful or in- 
conſtant, who never will be unmindful of us, or 
deficient in Kindneſs, 74 


Taz Death of Friends doth, it may be, oppreſs 
thee with Sorrow. 


Bur canſt thou loſe thy beſt Friend; canſt thou 
loſe the Preſence, the Converſation, the Protec- 
tion, the Advice, the Succour of Gop? Is He 
not immortal, is He not immutable, is He not 
nſeparable from thee? Canſt thou be deſtitute of 
Friends, whilſt He ſtands by thee ? Is it not an hei- 
inous. Indignity to Him, to behave thyſelf, as if 
thy Happineſs, thy Welfare, thy comfort had 
Dependence on any other but Him? Is it nota 
reat Fault to be unwilling to part with any 
Thing, when He calleth for it ? | 


. NEITHER is it a Loſs of thy Friend, but a Se- 
paration of a ſmall Time; he his only parted from 
thee as taking a little Journey; within a while 
we ſhall be ſure to meet again, and joyfully to 
congratulate in a better Place; præmiſimus, non 
amiſimus; we have ſent him thither before, not 
quite Joſt him from us. | 


Tay Friend, if he be a good Man (and in ſuch 
Friendſhips only we can have true Satisfaction) is 
himſelf in no bad Condition; thou canſt not 
therefore reaſonably grieve for him; and to grieve 
only for thyſelf is perſerve Selfiſhneſs, 


Bur thou haſt loſt a great Comfort of thy Life, 
and Advantage to thy Affairs here. Is it truly ſo. ? 
Is it indeed an irreparable Loſs, even ſecluding 
the Conſideration of Gop, whoſe Friendſhip re- 


paireth all poſſible Loſs? What is it, I pray, that 
* TS = 
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was pleaſant, convenient, or uſeful to thee ia thy 
Friend, which may not in good Meaſure be ſup- 
plied here? Was it a Senſe of hearty. Good - will, 
was it a ſweet Freedom of Converſation, was it 
ſoun d Advice or kind Aſſiſtance in thy Affairs? 
And mayeſt thou not find thoſe left, which are a- 
like able, and willing to miniſter thoſe Benefits? 
May not the ſame Means, which knit him to thee, 
coneilate others to thee? He did not ſurely poſſes | 
all thſe Good-nature'Wiſdom in the World, nor 
Hath carried themallaway with him: Other friends 
thou mayſt find to ſupply his Room: Is it not 
therefore a fond and unaecountable Affection, ra- 
ther than Want of a real Convenience that diſtur- 
beth thee? 


Bor farther, it ie perhaps difpleaſeth us, that me 
| Courſe of the Worſd doth not go right; that Juſ- 
tice is not well diſpenced, that Virtue is not con- 

ſidered, that Induſtry is not rewarded, - that Inno- 

cence and {ow trampled upon ; that Fa- 
—— rruption, Flattery, Craft, Im- 
n before them; all the 

ents due to honeſt Induſtry: This 
may be; but art thou guilty of contributing to this? 

Then mend; if not, then bear; eſpecially ſeeing 

thou canſt not help it; for ſo it hath always been, 

and ever will de in the World, that Things never 
have gone there as the beſt Men deſire: There 
have never been good Men enough to ſway the 

World, nor will the few good Men that are, be 
ſo active in promoting publick Good, as bad are 
in driving on their private Deſigns ; doth not this 

Courſe of Things neceſſarily ſpring from the Na- 

ture of Men, which therefore we ſhould no more 

be-vexed at, than for that a Serpent hath Poiſon, 

or that a Waſp hath a Sting? We cannot wonder 

at it, — we fo daily affected = 
it 


. 
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it? Could any Man ever have been pleaſed, if 
this were a ſufficient Cauſe of Diſplcaſure ? How- 
ever the World goes, Gop is engaged to provide 
for us; and that ſhould ſatisfy us. Gop obſerveth 
theſe Things no leſs than we, wm He can eaſily 


Hinder them, yer He thinketh 2 to ſuffer them; 
and ſhall not we do ſo likewiſe? 


There is in fine 


appointed a Judgment, when all theſe Things 


ut; when Virtue ſhall triumph, 

when Integrity and Induſtry. ſhall find their due 
Recompence, it is but a Moment to that v—_ 
and *till m e reſt ra 


Tuus if we right] Things, which cauſe 
— we elt fo find, — not from the 
Things, but from ourſelves "all the Miſchief pro- 
ceeds : We by our Imagination give to the lighteſt 


Things a Wei and — the ſmallett Thi 
into à vaſt Bu them very frigh 
and doleful, — we e grieve at them. 


Mere Names (the Names oſ — of Diſgrace, 
olf Defeat) ſcare us, without conſulting Reaſon : 
We follow filly Prejudices, judging that hight 
good which the Vulgar admireth, that very ev 
- which the weakeſt Sort of Men complain of ; 
hence ſo commonly doth our Caſe ſeem grievous. 
But in Truth there is no Condition ſo bad, but if 
we manage it well and wiſely, if we n e our 
Paſſions about it, if we vigilantly embrace and en- 
joy the Ad s thereof, may be eaſily ſupport- 
able, yea comfortable to us ; it is our fond Con- 
ceits, our froward Humours, our perverſe Beha- 
 viours, which create the Trouble that imbittereth 
every State; which from any ſlight Occaſion doth 


© create Vexation, and turnech every Event into 
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2. As there is no Condition here perfectly and 
purely good, (not deficient in ſome Conveniences, 
not blended with ſome Troubles) ſo there is none 
ſo thoroughly bad, that it hath not ſomewhat con- 

venient and comfortable therein; ſeldom or never 


all good Things forſake a Man at once, or all 


Miſchiefs together aſſail him; ſomewhat uſually 
abideth, which well improved, or wiſely enjoyed, 
may ſatisfy a Man, yea render his Eftate compara- 

ble to theirs, who to vulgar Eyes appear to be in 

the beſt Condition: There is in every Condition 
ſomewhat of Good compenſating its Evils, and 

g. K to a Balance with other more plauſible 
States. We are, ſuppoſe, in Poverty (that Inſtance 
I propound uſually, as the moſt ordinary Ground 

of Diſcontent) but have we therewith good Health? 
Then moſt rich Men may envy us, and reaſonably 

we ſhould not exchange our State with many cra- 
2 Princes: Have we therewith our Liberty! 
That is an ineſtimable Good which oſten the 
yet Men would have purchaſed with Heaps of 
Dold: Have we therein a quiet Mind? It is that 
Which wiſe Men have prized above any Wealth: 


_ | Have we Friends? That is more than the richeſt 


Perſons can aſſure themſelves of, to whom it is 
impoſſible to diſtinguiſh the Friends of their Per- 
ſon from the Flatterers of their Fortune; it is a 
Privilege which Princes are hardly capable to ar- 
rive at: Have we juſt ſufficient to maintain our 
Life? We thereby keep our Appetites in better 
Compaſs, and our Faculties in greater Vigour; 
ve thence better reliſh all Things; we in Conſe · 
quence thereof avoid the Burdens, the Diſeaſes, 
the Vices of Sloth and Luxury: Why then, if 
our poor State hath ſo manifold Conveniences, do 
we ſo much diſtaſte it? Why do we ſo dwell on 
the Inconveniences, overlooking the Benefits we 
map enjoy thereby? This indeed ordinarily . -= 

En | olly, 
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Folly; that the Want of any little Thing which 


we fancy, doth hinder us from Satisfaction in all 
other Things; One dead Fly cauſeth all our Oint- 


ment to ſlint; the Poſſeſſion of a Kingdom will not 


keep us from being heavy and EE (as Ahab 
| neyard near 
us: So capriciouſly, and unaccountably prone are 


was) if we cannot acquire a ſmall Vi 


we to Diſcontent. 


_ Is our Condition (let me aſk again) fo ex- 


tremely bad, that it cannot be worſe? Are we 
ſunk to the Bottom of all Calamity ? No ſurely ; 
Gop's Providence will not ſuffer that to be: But 
however, let us imagine our Caſe to be the worſt 
that can be; that a Confluence of all temporal 
Miſchiefs hath arrived, that we are utterly berea- 


ved of all Comforts this World afforded ; that we 


are ſtripped of all our Wealth, quite ſunk in our 


Reputation, deſerted of every Friend, deprived of 


our Health and our Liberty; that all the Loſſes, 
all the Diſgraces, all the Pains which poor Feb 
ſuſtained, or far more than thoſe have together 
ſeized on us; yet we cannot have ſufficient Reaſon 
to be diſcontent ; for nevertheleſs we have Goods 


left us in our Hands, or within our Reach, far 


ſurpaſſing all thoſe Goods we have loſt, much 
outweighing the Evils we undergo : When the 
World hath done its worſt, we remain Maſters 


of Things incomparably better than it, and all it 


containeth ; the Poſſeflion whereof may, and (if 
we be-wiſe) will abundantly ſatisfy us. We are 
Men ſtill; and have our Reaſon left behind, which 
alone, in Worth, exceedeth all the Treaſures of 
the World: We may have a good Conſcience 
left, and that is a continua Fea yielding a far 
more ſolid Pleaſure than the moſt ample Revenue 
can afford: We may have Hope in Gop,. the 
Author'of all good Things, and thereby far greater 

th Fx: Aſſurance, 
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Aſſurance of our convenient Subſiſtence and Wel- 
fare, than all preſent Poſſeſſions can beſlow; we 
have reſerved a free Accefs to the Throne of Grace, 
and thereby a fure Means (grounded on Gop's 
anfallible Promiſe) of obtaining whatever is good 
for us; we have a firm Right to innumerable Spi- 
ritual Bleſlings, each of them juſtly valuable be- 
yond whole Worlds; we can, in a Word, enjoy 
Gop's Favour, which immenſly tranſcendeth aſl 
other Enjoyments, which vaſtly more than coun- 
tervaileth the Abſence of all other Things; of 
this, by applying ourſelves to the Love and Ser- 
vice of Gop, we are infallibly capable z of this 
no worldly Force or Fortune can deſpoil us; we 
having this, our Condition cannot be poor, con- 
temptible or pitiſul; it is indeed thereby moſt 
rich, glorious and happy: For how can he be 
* that hath the Lox p of all Things always rea- 

y to ſupply him; who hath Gop (as the Pſamiſt 
is wont to ſpeak) to be his Portion for ever ? How 
can he be deſpicable, that hath the Honour to 
have the Sovereign Majeſty of the World for his 
efpecial Friend? How can he be miferable, who 
_ enjoyeth the Fountain of all Happineſs, who hath 

the Light of Gop's Countenance to chear him, who 
hath the Conſolations of Gop's Holy Spirit to te- 
freſh and revive him? What can he want, who, 
beſides his preſent Intereſt in all the needful Effects 
of Gop's bountiful Love, is an Heir of Heaven! 
Seeing therefore it is in our Power to be religious, 
feeing we may, if we will (Gop's Grace concur- 
ring, which preventeth us to ſeek, which never. 
with-held from thoſe who ſeek it) be good Chri- 
ſtians ; ſeeing nothing cat hinder us from fearing 
Gop, or can ſeparate us from his Love, neither 
can any Thing render our Condition bad or un- 
happy, really diſtreſſed or needy : O fear the Low 
faith the Pſalmiſt) for there is no Want to them that 


fear 
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fear Him': The young Lions do lack and ſuffer Hun- 
ger; but they that ſeek the LoRD ſhall not want any 
5 Wav then are we diſcontent ? What do we 
groan or grieve for? What is it that we want? Is 


— 


it Virtue, is it Gop's Favour? Then indeed we 


have good Cauſe to be diſpleaſed; but if wg-do 
want them, it is only ourſelves that we ſhould 
complain of; for we may have them if we will, 
and who can help it if we will not? If we ſhall 
wilfully "deprive ourſelves of them, who will be 
concerned to mind our Complaints ? But is it on- 
7 Money, or Honour, or Pleaſure, that we need ? 
Is it that we cannot feed ſo delicately, or ſo finely 
cloath our Backs, or ſo thoroughly ſooth our Fan- 
cies, as we could wiſh, that we ſo pitifully moan? 

Is it that we are lighted, that we are croſſed in 
fome Deſign, which ſo diſcompoſeth us? Then are 

we ſottiſhly fond and childiſh: For proper it is to 
Children, when they want no ſolid Goods to 

wail for worthleſs Toys; it is for Children, when 
they have not their Will in petty Matters, to.cry 
and lament ; Children are much affected with eve- 

ry Word or little Shew that croſſeth them: If we 
were (as St. Paul chargeth us to be) perſect Men, 
if we had manly Judgments, and manly Affecti- 

ons, we ſhould not ſo value any of theſe tranſi- 


| tory Things, either Good or Evil, as by the 


Want of one, or the Preſence of the other, to be 
much diſturbed; we ſhould, with St. Paul, ſtyle 
any preſent Evil, rd iaaÞgw Ti; N νει a Lightneſs 

. : We ſhould. with him reckon, that 
he Sufferings of this preſent Time are not worthy to 
2 with. the Glories iuhich ſhall be revealed 
to us > We ſhould, with St. Peter, greatly rejoice, 
though" for a Seaſon we are in Heavineſs, through 
W "ATR. I . manifold 
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174 SERMONS on 
manifold Trials, or Aflictions: We ſhould efteem 
"we 


4. In Truth (if we can bear Truth founding 
fike a Paradox) uſually our Condition is better, 
when it ſeemeth worſe; then we have moſt Cauſe 
to de glad when we are apteſt to grieve ;- then we 
ſhould be thankful when we complain; that it ap- 
peareth — to us, is . we —_— 

or rather not judge, fancy) like Beafts ; 
5 Things katy deboding to preſent Senſe, 
or Shew, hae examining their eng: Nauen, 
or ee | | 


_ ApverSITY is the Thing which we + led 
loath ; whereas, in true Tub ancal nothing com- 
monly is more neceſſury, more wholſome, more 
beneficial to us; nothing is more needful or con- 
ducive to the Health our Soul, and our real 
Happinefs : It is the School of Wiſdom, wherein 
our Minds are diſciplined and improved in the 
Knowledge of the beſt Things, whence it is term- 
ed radia, that is, inſtructive Chaſtiſement; ſo 


David found it; Ii is, ſaid he, good for me that T 


have been affiiied, that I might learn thy Statutes ; 


and our Lozp Himſelf, uad ag" br Jade, learned 


+ from what He ſuffered, It is the Acade- 


my wherein Virtue is acquired and-exerciſed-;' ſo 
Gop meant it to his People; The Lord'rhy Gor 


(faith Moſes ) led — thi fry Tears in the Wilder- 
neſs, that He mig 

the Wife Man fa Cie, that by the Sadat f F the Coun- 
tenante the Heart is made better; and, It yieldeth 
(faith the Apoſtle) the peaceable Fruit 7 l 
Tefs to them that are 22 ee 


r b. Farnnce of the Sue whewein ie 


Yeanſed and refined from the Droſs of perverſe 
U- 


6— ms, © oruets, {> .. apt 


thee, and prove ther. 80 
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Hamours, of vitious Diſtempers: ben (ſaith 
Jab) He hath tried me, I ſhall come forth. as Gad. 
And, Gold (faith the Wile Man) is tried in the 
Fire, and gau, Men in the Fa 4 


13 


iS. 
374k $5 $54 


«Tv *. the Method. 4 Gap. chien 
fturdy Sinners to Goodneſs, engageth them to 


_ ſeek nd ſerve Himſelf; ſo of the Iſraalites the 


Prophet ſaith, Lonxn, in Trouble haut they _ 
_ they. Namn ant 4 Prayer when thy Chaſtning 
upen them; ſo Manafſes, when he- was in Af 
2 * ght the W 3 
greatly before the Gon s Ha fo 
Gn, rh after being _ fram- his Ki 
. 1 returned unto bim, and 
e the Moft High, and praiſad aud honoured Him. 
liveth for ever. 80 — himſelf, Before, 
bad hey 1 rr ffs 7 went fry btn 
ay 1 8 Mend. 4 
3 abe 3 Gan doch prepare Men for 
the bleſſed Rewards hereafter : Our light Aﬀirdion 
{faith St. Paul) 2ohich is but for a Moment, workath 
for ut 4 fur mere exceeding. and eternal Weight of 


Clary; and, Ye (faith St. Peter) greatly nejuice,. 
though now: far 4 Seaſon, i Need be, ye are in Hea- 


Jeſus Chriſt: Such is the Nature, ſuch the Vie, 
1 N- erte ö rie 


r u see , that wia ant taftiog 
it ſomewhat deeply, any Man ſhould become in 
good Meaſure either wiſe or good. He muſt be 


W. ignorant of himſelf, of his own a _ 
1— 


vineſs through manifold Temptations; thut tbe Trial 
of 3 your Faith being much more precious thau of Ge, 

riſbeth, though it be tried with Fire, may be 
— unto Prai ſe, and Honour, at the Appraring ef 
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Inclinations, of the Strength and, Force of his 
Reaſon, who hath not met with ſome Croſſes to 
himſelf: and them with: The greater Part of. 
Things he muſt little underſtand, who hath not 
experienced the worſt Part: He can be no good 
Pilot in Matters of human Life, who hath not 
ſome Time (failed in a rough Sea, in foul Wea- 
ther, among Sands and Shelves : He could have 
no good Opportunity of employing throughly, or 
improving his Wit, his Courage, his Induſtry, 
who hath had no Straits to extricate himſelf from, 
no Difficulties to ſurmount, no Hardſhips to ſuſ- 
tain : The Virtues of Humility, of Patience, of 
Contentednefs, muſt be unknown to him, to 
whom no Diſgraces, no Wants, no Pains have 
arrived, by well enduring which, thefe are plant- 
ed in the Soul : Scarce can. he be charitable or 
compaſſionate to others, who never himfelf hath 
felt any Diſtreſs : Our Saviour Himfelf /uffered Tri- 
bulation, that He might be merciful, and diſpoſed 
to ſuccour the Afflicted. And how can he expreſs 
his Love to Gop, who is not (in Submiſſion to 
Gop's Will, and for his Sake) put to fuffer any 
Thing grievous, or want any Thing deſirable ? 
When can he employ any great Faith or Hope in 
'Gop, who never hath any viſible Need of Suc- 
cour from Him, who hath. other Aids to confide 
in? How can he thoroughly -reliſh Spiritual 
Things, whoſe Appetites are glutted with other 
Delights? What but Deprivation of theſe Things 
can Dy open the Vanity, the Deceitfulneſs and 
Slipperineſs of them? What but the Want of 
theſe Satis factions can drive us to ſeek our Felici- 
ty elſewhere? When the Deceit of Riches poſſeſſeth 
us, how can we judge right of "Things ? When 
their Snares entangle us, and their Clogs encum- 


4 - 
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ſeveral Ocecafions. WT 
When Abundance fatneth our Hearts, and Eaſe: 
ſoftneth our Spirits, and Succeſs puffeth up our 
Minds; when Pride, Senſuality, and Sloth; the 
continually inſinuate themſelves into us, what 
Wiſdom, what Virtue are we like to have 7 


Skkixc then Adverſity is ſo wholſome and uſe- 


ful, the Remedy of ſo great Miſchiefs, the Cauſe 
of ſo great Benefits, why ſhould we diſpleaſed 
therewith ? To be diſpleaſed therewith, is to be 
diſpleaſed with that which is moſt needſul, moſt 
convenient for us; to be diſpleaſed that we are 
reſcued from Errors and Vices, with all their 
Train of Miſeries and Miſchiefs, that we are not 
detained under the Reign of Folly and Wicked- 
neſs, that we are not inevitably made Fools and 
Beaſts. To be diſguſted with Providence for Af- 
fiction or Poverty, is no other than as if we ſhould 
be angry with our Phyſician. for adminiſtring a 
Purge, or preſcribing Abſtinence to us; as if we 
ſhould fret at our Chirurgeon for ſearching our 
Wounds,” or applying needful Corrofives ; as if 
we ſhould complain of the Hand which draweth 
us from a Precipice, or pulleth us out of the Fire. 
« Man Beach (faith Seneca) have a ſad and 
rough Countenance, as to burn and cut in order 
to healing: Such a Benefit of Gop is Adverſity 
to us; and as ſuch with a thankful Mind ſhould 


we receive it. 


* 


I x with a diligent Obſervation we conſult Ex- 
perience, we ſhall find, that as many have great 
Caufe to bewail, that they have been rich, that 
they have been blinded and corrupted with Proſ- 
perity, that they have received their Conſolation 
bere ; ſo many have great Reaſon to be glad, that 
they have been poor, that they have been diſap- 

pointed,, 
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pointed, that they have taſted the bitter Cup; it 
having inſtructed and corrected them; it having 
rendered them ſober and ſerious, induftrious and 
frugal, mindful of Gop, and devout toward 
Him: And what we may rejoice: in, when paſt, 
why ſhould! we not bear contentedly when pre- 
ſent? Why ſhould not the Expectation of ſuch 
good Fruits ſatisfy uus: | * $1 


War ſhould not ſuch a Condition, being fo 
. better in itſelf, ſeem alſo better unto us ? 
e cannot, if we are reaſonable, but approve it 
in our Judgment; why then are we not fully re- 
conciled to it in our Affection? 


© a 
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I have learned in whatſoever State I am, there- L 
} 27044 41 Wi als.... 


good or bad, joyful or unpleaſant, we may 
yet conſider, that it cannot be deſperate, it 

may not be laſting ; for there is not any neceſla 
Connection between the preſent and the future; 
wherefore, as the preſent, being momentary, can 
little trouble us, ſo the future, being uncertain, 
ſhould not diſmay us. As no Man reaſonably can 
de elevated with Confidence in a good State, pre- 
luming on its Duration, (Beaſt not thyſelf of To- 
morrow, for thou knoweft not what a Day may bring 
firth;) fo no Man ſhould be dejected for a bad one, 
in Suſpicion that it will abide long; ſeeing neither 
(conſidering the frequent V iciflitudes that occur) 
is in itſelf ſtable, and the Continuance of each ab- 
3 | ſolutely 


B22 Let our State be what it will, 


ſolutely ds on Gop's tho Diſpoſal ; 
and as Gop often doth overturn Proſperity, to hu- 
man Judgment moſt firmly grounded, ſo He molt 
_ "aafily 8 3 forlorn PL K. 400 3 and, 
being eſpeciall elper of the Helpiqt, 
Frequently it. He caſteth down the Mie 
n ther Seat, and exalteth the Humble _ Mert. 
I h the Rich aways and the Hun- 
= good Things: He maketh yp and. _ 
253 3 He woundeth, and bis Hands make whole. 


Cons1nDERING therefore the Reaſon of Things, 
and the Nature of Gon, if our State be at preſent 
"forrowful, we have more Reaſon to hope for its 

| Amendment, than to fear its Continuance. If in- 
deed Things went on in a fatal Track, merely ac- 
_ cording to a ſtiff and unalterable Neceflity ; if there 
were no Remedy from Gop's Providence, or Sup- 
port by his Grace to be expected, (alt 2 
then plaint would be vain, becauſe 
and Fate are deaf) yet our Infirmity might — 
what excuſe that idle Proceeding; but fince no 4 
* falleth to the Ground, not a Hair of ou 


prriſteth, nothing at all paſſeth otherwiſe 
chan dy the vol 


untary Diſpoſation of a moſt: wiſe 
and Gop; ſince He doth always ftridly 


view, and is very ſenſible of our Griefs ; yea doth 
in a Manner ＋ m with them, (according to 
thoſe patherical ions in the Prophets, Hi ri 
- Bowels ſound, and are troubled His Heart is turn fr. 
within Him In all their Auctions He was if, th 
Since He farther hath by Promiſe obliged Himſei p. 
to care for us, to . and ſuccour us, we he, Cc 
all Reaſon to hope, yea firmly to believe (% , Pa 
leaſt we can ſind in our Hearts to hope and to be io 
lieve, that we ſhall, as ſoon as it is good and er oy 
pedient for us, find Relief and Eaſe; we ſhall h ran 
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the other hath to get 

the Poor hath the — 
hath more declared, tha 

Man's Want, than that He will 
Man's Store: If then we have in every Condition 
a Hope, why do we grieve as thoſe who have no 


yr Occafons. 


that a8 Ae genden, that ſeaſonable Succour, of which 


the Apoltle to the Hebrews ſpeaketh. 


© Hom lieth at the Bottom of the worſt Condition 
that can be: The Poor (faith 705 Friend) hath 
Hope; and the Rich — have no more; the fu- 
ture being equally cloſe to both: The one can have 
no greater Aſſurance to keep what he hath, than 
what he needeth ; yea clearly 
in the Caſe, for God 
be relieve the poor 
preſerve the rich 


181 


Hope? Having ever ready the beſt Anchor that can 


be to reſt upon, (for in this rolling 
Affairs, there is no firmer Anchor than H 


Sea of human 
ope) why 


do we let our Minds be toſſed with ditcunteneful 


ky pair ? 


3 (as the P 


Sollicitudes and Fears ? Why do we not rather (as 


the Apoſtle enjoineth) rejorce in Hope, than grieve 
wb N 


det) bop — wait quietly for the Salvation of the 
Lun ? 2 


| Effect of fo 
God's Providence would be Content and Peace, 


ourſelves. on 


according to that of the Prophet, Thou wilt keep 
bim in feeds Peace, whoſe Mind is ftayed in Thee. 


"AE 


obſervable, that moſt Diſcontent a- 


riſeth not fron the Senſe of incumbent Evil, but 


from Suſſ 
though 


ſpicion or Fear of ſomewhat to come: Al- 
op at preſent diſpenſeth a Competency of 


Food and Raiment, although we are in a tolerable 


Condition, and feel no 
Pain; yet not deſcrying the Way of future Provi- 


xtremity of Want or 


ſion for us, anſwerable to our Deſires, we trouble 


ourſelves; which Demeanour implieth great Igno- ” 


rance and Infidelity : 
Vol, XXXV. 


We muſt have ſomewhat in 
Hand, or we cannot truſt Gon for the future: 


Q 


This 
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This i is that which — — caution'd a inſt, ä 
Take no Thought for the Morrow, for the Mere 
Jhall take Thought {for the Things of itſelf, fen 
to the Day is the Evil there An Advice no leſs 

85 OY fulof N Wiſdom; for what 
a'Folly is ie to anticipate that Evitwe would avoid; 
_ "when we earneſtly deſire to put off Sorrow, 

pul it toward 4 us ; to feel that Miſchief which 
poly y hall never bez to give it à Being in our 

y, which it may never have in Nature? Could 
we'follow this Advice, never —_— Evils before 
they come, never pre pre-juggi 5 Gop's Providence, 
conſtantly depending on the Divine Care, not tak- 
ing falſe Alarms, ant'trembling at Things which 
ſhall never come near us, not being diſturbed with 
panick Fears, no Diſcontent could ever ſeize upon 
us, for the preſent is ever ſupportable; our Mind 
cannot enen * che tort of o 9 | 
Moment. ' | 70 


6. Do farther, ——— Condition will cer- 
tainly hold on, yet donſider it ſoon will ceaſe; ſince 
we are mortal, our Evils cannot be perpetual, we 
cummot long be infeſted with them. 2 | 


As it may embitter all the Proſperity in the 
World, to conſider that ĩt is fading and'ſhart-lived, 
that its Splendor 1 is but a Blaze, its Pleaſure but a 
Flath, its Joy but as the crackling of Thorns ; ſo 
it ſhould ſweeten any Adverſity, 4 remember that 
it is paſſing away, and ſuddenly will be gone. Put 
the worſt Caſe that can be; that thoſe Things 8 
which'cauſe our Diſpleaſure, ſhould continue thro? 
our whole Life; yet our Life itſelf will ſoon be ſpun 
out, and with it all our worldly Evils will vaniſh. 
What is ſaid of ourſelves muſt be applied to them, 
T hey fy like'a' Shadow," and continue wot; they are 

N and NN not on 3 they are Vaj ours 
7 OEM: "appearing 
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oppearing for a little Time, and vaniſhmg aways 


they wither like Graſs, and fade away as a Leaf; 
they may die before us, they cannot -out-live us: 
Our Life is but a Hand-Breadth, and can then our 
Evils have any vaſt Bulk? Our Age is as Nothing, 
and can any Croſſes therein be any great Matter ? 
P any Thing ſo very ſhort be very into- 

dle 1 8 n 2 


Ws have but a narrow Strait of Time to paſs 
over, and we ſhall land on the firm and vaſt Con- 
tinent of Eternity; when we ſhall be freed from all 
the troubleſome Agitations, from all the perilous 
Storms, from all the nauſeous Qualms. of, this Na- 

vigation: Death (which may be very near, Which 
0 be far off) is a ſure Haven from all the 
Tempeſts of Life, a ſafe Refuge from all the Perſe» 
cutions of the World, an infallible Medicine of all 
the Diſeaſes of our Mind, and of our State; it will 
enlarge us from all Reſtraints, it will diſcharge all 
our Debes, it will eaſe us from all our Toils, it will 


ſtifle all our Cares, it will veil all our Diſgraces, it 
will ſtill all our Complaints, and bury all our Diſ- 
quiets, it will wipe away all Tears from our Eyes, 
and all Sorrow from our Hearts, it perfectly will 
E all Conditions, ſetting the High and Low, the 
5 ich and Poor, the Wiſe and Ignorant all together 
upon even Ground, ſmothering all the Pomp, and 
Glories, ſwallowing all the Wealth and Treaſures 
of the World. | ' 1 


Die on e wes inner T4 08 MON 
Ix is therefore but holding out a while, and all 
our Moleſtation will expire: Time certainly will 
cure us, but it is better that we ſhould owe that 
Benefit to Faith, and let it preſently comfort us- 
654.34 Tel bag 41 G44150 [0077S 1 nt . 
Sxkiovs Reflection upon our Mortality, is, 
upon many Accounts, a powerful Antidote againſt 
nh Diſcontent, 


—_ -- SERMONS en 
Diſcontent, being apt to extirpate. the . Cauſes 


IT is becauſe we admire theſe kts Things, 


that we ſo much grieve for the Want of them: 
This will quell that Admiration ; for how can we 


admire them, if we conſider how tranſitory they 


are? How can we deem them much worth, when 
we mult very ſoon quite part with them? 


227 can oo dote 1400 7 ew. *. 2 
orld (as th pa away, and 1 


iS ene we wakes worldly Glory, fince all 


the Glory of Men is (as St. Peter telleth us) as the 
| Flower of the Graſs ; ſince (as the Pfalmiſt faith 
Alan in Honour abideth not, but it like the Beafts 


at peri? 
How can we ſet our Heart on Riches, er 


ing that Riches are not for ever, nor can (as the wiſe 

faith) deliver from Death; that (as St. James 
2 the Ls Ms n fadeth in his Ways; that 
. ſaid to an rich B an, as it was to him in 


Fi 


required of 7 and what thou haſt prepared, to 
whom ſhall it fall? How can we fancy Pleaſure, 


row we die? 


® * 


How can we admire any ſecular Wiſdom and 


Knowledge, ſeeing it is true of Man, that 
bis Breath goeth forth, be returneth to bis Earth, in 
that 'very Day his Thoughts periſh; particularly it is 
ſeen [chat wiſe Men die no otherwiſe than as the 


. and pu * periſheth; and there is no 
2229 ut, 


ool, this Night hall thy Life bl 


_ ſeeing however we eat, or drink, n the Mar. 
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Wark * Device; nor Knowledpe;, my 2 1 
the Grave, Keibither woe are going? ; 


2 2 


Do we 3 = Condition of tha, * up- 
en tlie Stage, appear in the State of Kings, act the | 
Part of wealthy Men, talk gravely and wiſely like 

udges or Philoſophers for an Hour or two ? If we 
o not admire thoſe Shadows and Mockeries of 
tate, why do we admire any Appearances upon 
this Theatre of the World, which are ſcarce a whit 
leſs deceitful, o or more durable than Gey' 4 4 


Is it an envious or — Regret at the 44. 
vantages of others us, (as we conceit, no 
more worthy than ph + hag that gnaweth our 
Heart? IS it, that ſuch Perſons are more wealthy, 
more honourable, in greater Favour or Reputs 
than we? The Conſideration how little Time theſe 
lender Pre-eminences will laſt, may (if better Re- 
medies want due Efficacy) ſerve toward rootin g out 
that Diſeaſe : The Pſalmiſt doth ſeveral Times pre- 
ſcribe it, Fret not thyſelf (faith he) againſt Evil 
Doers, neither be thou envious againſt the Workers of 
iniquity; for they ſhall ſoon be cut down like the Grafs,. 
and wither as the green Herb: And. again, Be not 
afraid when one is — rich, and when the Glory of 
bis Houſe is increaſed; for when he dieth he ſhall car= 

nts away, his Glory ſhall not deſcend after him. 
Z whatever doth breed Diſcontent, the Reflection 
upon our mortal State may be an Help to remove 


7. I SHALL in Reference to our Condition, and 
the Nature of thoſe Things which cauſe our Diſ- 
content, . purpoſe but one Conſideration more, 
What is that we want or wait for? Is it any Good 
we want, which by our Induſtry we can — F 
is it any Evil that afflicteth us, which by the like 

Q 3 Means. 
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Means we cn ? If it be ſo, why then do 
we not vigorouſly apply ourſelves to the Buſineſs; 
why do we not, inſtead of ineffectual ints, 
uſe the Means offered for our Relief. 


Bun if we grieve, becauſe we cannot obtain 
ſome Good above our Reach, or decline ſome un- 


avoidable Evil, what do we thereby but papably 


expreſs our Folly, and wilfully heighten our Woe; 


adding voluntary Diſpleaſure to the Heap of ne- 

Want or Pain; impreſſing more deeply on 
ourſelves the Senſe of them? In ſuch a Caſe Pa- 
tience is inſtead of a Remedy, which, though it 
do not thoroughly cure the Malady, yet it a leviat- 
eth it, preventing many bad Symptoms. 


| Bur farther to allay our Diſcontents, let us 
_—_— the World and general State of Men 


1. Look firſt upon the World, as it is com- 
monly ordered by Men: Thou perhaps art diſ- 
pleaſed, that thou doſt not proſper therein, that 
thou doſt not ſhare in the Goods of it; that thy 
Pretences are not ſatisfied, and thy Deſigns fail; 
this thou doſt take ta be ſomewhat hard and un- 
equal; and therefore art grieved. But if thou art 
wiſe, thou ſhouldeſt not wonder ; if thou art 

thou ſhouldeſt not be vexed; for thou haſt not, 


perhaps, any Capacity for this World, as it is 
thy Temper and Diſpoſition are not framed to ſuit. 
with its Way; thy Principles and Rules claſh with 
it, thy Reſolutions and Deſigns do not well com- 
port with Proſperity here; thou canſt not, or wilt 
not uſe the Means needful to compaſs worldly 
Ends: Thou perhaps haſt a meek, quiet, modeſt, 


fincere, ſteady Diſpoſition; thou canſt not be prag- 


matical and boiſterous, eager and. fierce, impor- 
15 tunately 
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tunately troubleſome, intolerably confident, unac · 
countably various: Thou haft certain Notions 
about Right and Wrong, certain Fancies about 
another World, which thou doſt ſtifly adhere to, 
and which have an Influence upon thy Actions: 
Thou haſt a ſqueamiſh Conſcience, which cannot 
reliſh this, cannot digeſt that advantageous Courſe 
of Proceeding : Thou haſt a Spice of Generoſity, 
which maketh divers profitable Ways of Acting 


(ſuch as Forging and Feigning, ſupplanting others 


by Detraction and Calumny, ſoothing and flatter- 


ing People) to be unworthy of thee : Thou art. 
reſolved to obſerve ſtrict Rules of Juſtice, of Hu-, 


manity, of Charity ; to ſpeak as thou meaneſt, to 
do as thou wouldſt be done to, to wrong no Man, 
to conſider the Caſe of other Men as thine own: 

Thou carrieft on thy Deſigns by fair Ways, nor 
canſt be drawn to uſe any other, how ſeemingly. 
needful ſoever, which ſavour of Fraud, Violence, 
any Sort of Wrong or Baſeneſs: Thou art, in 
fine, like Helvidius Priſcus in thy Dealings, per- 
vicax recti, wilfully honeſt : Such an one perhaps 
thou art, and ſuch is thy Way: And canſt thou 
hope to be any Body ? Shall ſuch a conſcientious 

Simpleton pretend to any Thing here? No, thou 
art here piſcis in arido, out of thy Element; this 
World is not for thee to thrive in. 


2. Tuts World is for Worldlings to poſſeſs: It 


was (fay the Rabbins) made for the Preſumptuous ; 
although Gop did not deſign it for them, yet Men 
have almoſt made it ſo : They are beſt qualified to 


thrive in it, who can _ buſtle and ſcramble; 
1 and undermine others; 


who can ſhrewdly over-reac 
thoſe ſlippery wily Artiſts, who can veer any whi- 
ther with any Wind; thoſe Men of impregnable 
Confidence, who can inſiſt upon any Pretences ; 


who can be indefatigably and irrefiſtibly urgent, 
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n will ber repulſed or baffled by any ag 7 "Mole 
who have a Temper ſo lax and ſupple, that they: 


B bend it to any Compliance advantageous to. 
them; who have a Spirit ſo limber, that they can 


ſtretch it any whither ; who have Face enough, 


and Conſtience little enough to do an 
who have no certain Principles, but ſu 4 2 as 0 
ſdrt with their Intereſts: Behold, theſe (faith the 
Pfalmiſt) proſper in the World, and increaſe i in 
ches ; they are not in Trouble as other Men, nei- 
ther are they plagued like other Men; their Eyes fland 
out with Fatneſs,. they have more then: Heart teh 


| wiſh. 


Br tat a Why 8 doſt thou Jumble ſuch TOA 
ſiſtences together, as the eager Deſire of this, and 
the Hopes of another World ? It becometh not 
ſuch a Gallant to whine and pule, If thou wilt 
be brave, be brave indeed ; be not double-hearted; 
think not of arriving to the Happineſs of the other 
World, and attaining Proſperity in this. Leave 


tuous Reſolutions and Proceedings; if it be worth 
thy while to live innocently, modeſtly and con- 
ſcientiouſly, do it, and be ſatisfied ; follow effectu- 
ally the holy Patriarchs and Apoſtles, who forſook 


all, and chearfully went whither Conſcience. and. 
Duty called them; if thou art not willing to do ſo, 


why doſt thou pretend to the ſame Principles, or 


hope for the like Rewards? But leaving the Con- 


fideration of the World, as Man hath made it; 


conſider, that this World is not in its Nature or 
Deſign, a Place of perfect Eaſe; we came not hi- 


ther to do our Will, or enjoy our Pleaſure; we 


are not born to pick our Condition here: No, this 


World is a Place of Baniſhment from our firſt 
Country, 


rather this World to thoſe who are more fit for it, 
who venture ſo much, and take ſuch Pains for it: 
Be thou fatisfied with the Conſequences of thy vir- 
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Country, and the original Felicity we were deſign- 
ed to; this Life is a State of Travel toward another 


better Country, and well it is for us, as Exiles anc 

Travellers, if we can find any tolerable Accommo- 
dation: It ſhould not be ſtrange to us, if in this 
our Pilgrimage we meet with rough Paſſages, foul 
Ways, hard ing, ſcant or courſe Fare; if we 
complain of ſuch Things, we do not conſider where 
we are, whence we came, whither we are going; 
we forget that we are the Sons of Adam, the Heirs 
of Sin and Sorrow, who have forfeited our Reſt and 
Joy upon Earth; we conſider not, how unavoid- 
able the Effects are of that fatal Condemnation and 
Curſe, which followed our firſt Tranſgreflion; we 
mind not that the Perfection and Purity. of the 
Bleffings we have loſt is not to be found on this 
Side the celeſtial Paradiſe, _ | 


3. TnrsLife is a State of Probation and Exerciſe, 


like that (which prefigured. it) of God's People in 
the Wilderneſs, wherein God leadeth us through 
many Difficulties and Hazards, in many Wants 
and Hardſhips, to humble and prove us, in order 
to the fitting us for another more happy State. 


No Temptation therefore (or Affliction) can ſeize 
upon us, but ſuch as is human; that is, ſuch as is 
natural and proper to Men : It is the Conſideration 
which St. Paul uſeth to comfort and ſupport us in 
Troubles; and a plainly good one it is; for ſeeing 
Man (as Eliphaz faith) 1s born to Trouble, as the 
Sparks fly upward; that Nothing is more natural 
to any 1 hing, than Trouble to us; if we are diſ- 
pleaſeth therewith, we are in Effect diſpleaſed that 
we are Men; it implieth, that we gladly would put 
off our Nature ; we grieve that we are come to live 
in this World, and as well might we be vexed that 

© Gy | we 
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we are not Angels, or that we are not yet in Hea- 
ven, which is the only Place exempt from Trou- 
ble, where alone there is no Sorrow, no Clamour, 
no Pain. 5 Ee 
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a "IT bath always been, and it will eyer be an uni- 
yerſal Complaint, that the Life of Man and Trou- 
ble are individual Companions ; that our State here 


is nothing but a Combination of various Evils, 


{made up of Cares, of Labours, of Dangers, of 

iſappointments, of Diſcords, of Diſcaſes, of ma- 
nifold Pains and Sorrows ; ): that all Agra, from 
wailing Infancy to querulous Decrepidneſs, and all 
Conditions, from the careful-Sceptre to the painful 
Spade, are fraught with many great Inconveniences 

<uliar to each of them; that all the Face of the 

rth is overſpread with Miſchiefs, as with a _ 
ral Deluge: This the Experience of all T imes 
Joudly proclaimeth ; ſor what are all Hiſtories but 
continual Regiſters of the Evils incident to Men; 
what do they deſcribe, but Wars and Slaughters, 
utinies and Seditions, Tumults and Confuſtons, 
evaſtations and Ruins? What do they tell us, 
but of Men furiouſly ſtriving together, eircumvent- 
ing, ſpoiling, deſtroying. one another? What do 
we daily. hear reported, but cruel Broils, bloody 
Battles, and tragical -Events ; , great Numbers of 
Men Main, wounded, hurried into 1 hcl z Ci- 
ties ſacked and raſed, Countries harraſſed and de- 
populated, Kingdoms and Commonwealths over - 
turned ? t do we ſee before us, but Men cark- 
ing, toiling, bickering ; ſome worn out with 
Labour, ſome pining away for Want, ſome groan- 
ing under Pain? And amidſt ſo many common 
Miſeries and Misfortunes, is it not abſurd for us 
impaticntly to bemoan. our particular Croſſes? 


- 


4- AGAIN, 
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4. AGAIN, If we more particularly ſurvey the 
States of other Men, (of our Neighbours all about 
us) and compare our Caſe with theirs, our Condi- 
tion can hardly appear to us fo bad, but that we 
have Aſſociates therein; many as ill, many far 
worſe beſtead than ourſelves. How, many of our 
Brethren may we obſcrve conflicting with, extreme, 
Penury and Diſtreſs ; how many undergoing con- 
tinual hard Drudgeries to maintain their Lives; 
how many ſorely pinched with Hunger and Cold; 
how many tortured with gricvous Sickneſs; how 
many opprefled with Debt; how many ſhut up un- 
der cloſe Reſtraint ; how many detained in horrible 
Slavery ; how many by the waſting Rage of War 
rifled' of their Goods, driven from their Homes, 
diſpoſſeſſed of all Subſiſtence? How many, in fine, 
paffing their Lives in all the Inconveniences of rude, 
beggarly, ſordid and ſavage Barbariſm? And who . 
of us have, in any Meaſure, taſted of theſe, or of 
the like Calamities ? Vet are theſe Sufferers, all of 
them, the Tame'in Nature with us; many of them 
deſerve as well, divers of them better than ourſelves: 
What Reaſon then can we have to conceive our 
Caſe ſothard,' or to complain thereof? Were we 
the only Perſons” expoſed to Trouble, could, we 
truly fay with the Prophet, Behotid, if there be any 
Sorrow lite my Sorrew ; we might ſeem unhappy : .. 
But ſince we have ſo much Company in our Woe; _ 
lince it is ſo ordinary a Thing to be poor and di- 
ſtreſſed; it is plainly reaſonable and juſt, that we 
ſhould,” without Murmuring, take, and bear our 
Lot: For what Privilege have we to alledge, that 
we rather than others ſhould” be untouched by the 
Grievances, to which Mankind is obnoxious? Are 
n ve not Men framed of the ſame Mould ; are we not . 
44 Sinners guilty of like Offences, with the meaneſt 
Peaſant, the pooreſt Beggar, the molt wretched. 
dlaye? Then it is a perverſe and unjuſt Froward- 
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neſs to be diſpleaſed with our Lot: We may, if. 


we pleaſe, pity the common State of Men, but we 


cannot reaſonably complain of our own. 


F. We are indeed apt to look upward toward 
thoſe few, who, in ſuppoſed Advantages, (in 
Wealth, Dignity, or Reputation) precede us; but 
ſeldom do we caſt down our Eyes on thoſe innu - 
merably many, who lie beneath us: Hence ſo few. 
are ſatisfied with their Condition, an epidemical 


Eye-ſore. molcſting every Man; for there is no 


an, of whatever Condition, who is not in Some- 
thing outftripped by others: He therefore looking 
with an evil Eye on ſuch Perſons, and with ſenſe- 
lels Diſregard paſſing over the reſt of Men, doth. 
eaſily thereby loſe his Eaſe and Satisfaction: Where- 


ſhould fee abundant Reaſon to be ſatisfied with our 
own; if we would feel the Calamities of our Neigh- 
bours, we ſhould little reſent our own Croſſes. 


Ir with any Heedfulneſs we view Perſons and 
Things before us, we ſhall eaſily diſcern, that 
what ſeemeth great and weighty, is indeed compa- 
ratively ſmall and light ; that we have our full Share 


in Good, and no more than our Part in Evil; that 


Socrates had Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that If we ſhould 
« bring into one common Stock all our Miſhaps, 
« ſo that each ſhould receive his Portion of them, 
« oladly the moſt would take up their own, and 
« go their Ways;” that conſequently it is both 
Iniquity and Folly in us to A of our Lot. 


6. Ir we would diligently compare our State 
with the State even of thoſe, whom we are apt moſt 
to envy, it would afford Matter of Conſolation. 
What is the State of the greateſt Perſons, (of the 
World's Grandees) but a State OY with 

nares 


as if we would confider the Caſe of moſt Men, we 
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Caution, and Conftancy, and C 1 


Appetites and Paſſions, cannot be avoided ? What 


but a State of pompous Troubles; of living in con- 

tinual Noiſe and Stir, ſubject to the Urgency of 
Buſineſs, and the Tediouſneſs of Ceremony; of 
being abuſed by perfidious Servants, and mocked 
y vile Flatterers; of being expoſed to common 
zenſure and Obloquy, to Miſrepreſentation, Miſ- 
conſtruction and Slander, having the Eyes of all 
Men intent upon their Actions, and as many ſe- 
vere Judges as watchful Spectators; of being peſ- 
tered and purſued with Pretences, with Suits, with 
Complaints, the n Reſult whereof is to diſ- 
pleaſe many, to ſatisfy of being frequently 


engaged in Reſentments of Ingratitude, of Trea- 


chery, of Neglects, of Defects in Duty, and 
Breaches of Truſt toward them; of being con- 


ſtrained to comply with the Humours and Opinions 


of Men; of anxious Care to keep, and Fear of 
loſing all; of wanting the moſt ſolid Comforts of 
Life, true Friendſhip, free Converſation, Privacy 
and Retiredneſs : In fine, of being paid with falls : 
Coin for all their Cares and Pains, receiving for 
them ſcarce any Thing more, but empty Shews of 
Reſpects, and hollow Acclamations: (Whence the 
Palmiſt might well ſay, Surely Men of low Degree 


are Vanity, and Men of bigh Degree a Lye; a Lye, 


for that their State cheateth us, appearing ſo ſpe- 


cious, yet being really fo inconvenient and trou- 


bleſome.) Such is the State of the greateſt Men; 
ſuch as hath made wiſe Princes weary of themſelves, 
and ready to acknowledge, that if Men knew the 
Weight of a Crown, none would take it up; ſuch 
indeed, as in ſober Judgment, we cannot preſer 
before the moſt narrow and inferior Fortune: How 

then can we reaſonably be diſpleaſed with our Con- 
dition, when we may even pity Emperor nd 
Vol. XXXV. Kings, 
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ec with all Variety of Cantumelics. and 
Abos all, our Lonp Himſelf was. beyond 
; — a, Man. of Sorrow, and acquainted. with 
no wang 36, ep in Sulbaings an, Hcy 
| igouy and. Virtue; extreme Po- 
JD — —— where to lay, his Le 
was his RR to undergo,cantinual Labour and 
Travel. 8 Mixture of Eaſe or Pleaſure, 
Vs his States, in, Return far the higheſt Good, Will, 
and. choiceſt Benefits, ta receive moſt cruel Hatred, 
and gcievaus Iajuries, to he loaded uith the biitereſt 
n the fauſeſt Slanders, Nn 
or, Rage 
e > oy em py — one ſay, was 
He to Emi A L lighted of of the. World? ſo 
Vas He notoriouſly: Am. I croiſed in my Deſigns 
ſa was Ha continually; all his maſt. painful Endea- 
vours: having, ſmall Effe: Am I; deſerted; or be · 
trayed;of, Friends? ſo was He, by. thoſe who were 
moſt intimate, and moſt obliged. to Him: Am.. 
——— miſuſed ? n He lo. by. 


Compatiſon ? 
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not an Honour, ſhould it not 
that we do, in Condition, reſemble them? 8 
hath thus dealt with thoſe, Who of al Men have 
been deareſt to Him, ſhall we take it ill that He, 
it any Manner, dealeth fo with us? Can we pre- 
tend, can we even wiſh to be ufed better thih 
Gov's Firſt-born, and our Loxy Himſelf hath 
Been? If we do, art we not monſtroufly arrogant; 
elpecially conſidering, that it is not vn | ordinary 

but the peculiar Character of Gop's Choſen,” and 
Children, to be often croffty, checked, and cor» 
reted ? Even Pagans have obſerved it, and avow- 
ed there is great Reaſoh for it; u Cop (Hitch S 
e 804 Men, 


8 after the 
1 Matiner ne, He edutateth them 
. hardly.“ doth in expreſs Term 


loveth, Hr chafineth, and feonrgeth my whit 
He reteiveth. If ye entre Feet op dtaleth 
with you af 10th Sons; but if yt 25 eee L. 


ment, whereof dll (that is, all good Men, and g&- 
nuine Sons of Gop) are Partakers, tben aft ye 
Baſtards, and not Sens. Would we be expunged 


from the Number of Gop's Children; would we 


be diveſted of his ſpecial Good-Will ? If not, why 
do we not gladly. embrace, and willingly ſuſtain 
Adverſity, which is by Himſelf declared ſo peculiar 


2 Badge of his Children, ſo cdnſtant a Mark of his 


Favour? It is peculiarly the Lot of Chriſtians, in 
— ty to their afflicted Saviour; they are 
2 inated to be conformable to his Image; 

3 this — e appointed. no Man (faith St. 


Paul) be moved by theſe Afiidtions ; for ye know that 
5 2 we 
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thereunts : To this they are called, 
— well (faith St. Peter and ſuffer for 
it patiently, this is acceptable with Goo; 
for even bereunto were > ay} n 
ſeſſion Bearers of the any one will ceme 
After Me, let bim deny inſole 45 take up bis Croft 
and falle Me : Every ane that tuill live gedly in 
Chriſt Jeſus, muft offer Perſecution) by this are 
they admitted into the State of Chriſtians: (By na- 
by” [lidtions we muſt enter the Kingdom 0 te Yor J 
is doth qualify them for ,cnjoying the | 
Rewards, which their Religion propoundet 
are 3 75 that, zf we 152 he 
gether, we alſa be 4 * ” 
n Hall alſe reign with Hi e 


In fine, ſeeing Adverſity is, as bath 3 de- 
dlared, a ſo natural to a Men, ſo common 
to moſt Men, o incident to great Men, ſo proper 
to good Men, ſo peculiar to Chriſtians, we have 

eat Reaſon to obſerve the Apoſtle's Advice: Be- 
i wonder not concerning the fiery Trial, which is 
you, as if ſome flrange Thing re to you ; 

— ould not wonder at it as a ſtrange Thing, that 
we are engaged in any Trouble here; we 4'e con- 


2 not to. be els with it, as 2 
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1. Ir is iefelf à ſovereign Remedy, er alt Py 
„and all Wars removing or allaying all 
the Miſchief they can do us. ft is well fald by 75 
Auftin, ec It 120 Ine what, but how a 


7 can ts 
us, is to render us diſcontent; in that co 

the Venom thereof; which thereby being — bo 
Adverſity cannot be noxious to us'; all DiſtraQion' 


and Diſturbance from it being prevented. He that 


hath his Deſires moderated to a Temper ſuitable” 
with his Condition, that Harh His Paſſtons compoſeck 


R 3 _ agreeably 
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agreeably to his Circumſtances, what can make any 
Impreſſion on him, or render him any-wiſe miſe- 
rable? He that taketh himſelf to have enough, what 
doth he need? What can the largeſt Wealth; or 
igheſt Proſperity yield more? He, that hath this 
ential Ingredient of Felicity, is he not in Effect 
moſt fortunate? Is not at leaſt his Condition as 
good as that of the moſt proſperous ? Lac * 


2. As good do I ſay? Yea, is it not plainly” 
much better than can ariſe from any ſecular Prof. : 
7 For Satisfaction ſpringing from virtuous 
iſpoſition of Mind is far more precious, more 
ſweet and delectable, than that which any Poſſeſ- 
ſion or Fruition of worldly Goods can afford: The 
1 bility (as St. Peter 11 ) of @ meek. 
and quiet Spirit is before GOD of great Price; before 
Gop, that is, according to the moſt upright and. 
certain Judgment, it is the, moſt precious and valu- 
able Thing in the World: << There is (the Philo- 
<« ſopher could ſay) no Spectacle more worthy of | 
„ GoD, than a good Man gallantly combating | 
wich ill Fortune,” Not ta be diſcompoſed in 
Mind, not to fret when all Things flow proſpe- 
rouſly, is no great Sign of Wiſdom, or Argument 
of Goodneſs; it cannot be reckoned an Effect of 
ſound - 2 or virtuous Affection, but a na- 
tural Conſequent of ſuch a State: But when there 
are urgent Temptations to Diſpleaſure, when Senſe 
and Fancy provoke to Murmuring, then to be ſa- 
'tished in our Mind, then to keep our Paſſions in 
Order, then to maintain good Humour, then to 


reſtrain our Tongue from Complaint, and to go- 
vern our Demeanour ſweetly, this is indeed ho- 
nourable and handſome ; to ſee a worthy Man ſuf-. 
tain Croſſes, Wants, Diſgraces with Equanimity. 
nd Chearfulneſs, is a goodly Thing : Such a 12 
Q 


and 


Lg 
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ſon to à judicious Mind ap 
honourable State, than any proſperous Man; his 
Virtue ſhining in the Dark is far more bright and 
fair: Thi (as St. Peter ſaith, in a like 8 is, 
thankworthy, if a Man fer Conſcience toward Gon 

fufferth Grief 3, if, in our Caſe (we may ſay after, 
im) a Man out of conſcientious Deference to 
r50D's Will, doth contentedly undergo Adverſity, 
this Gop is ready to take for an Obligation on. 
Himſelf,” and will be diſpoſed, in a Manner to thank. 
him (or to reward him) for it: This indeed a- 
mounteth to a Demonſtration that ſuch a Perſon is 
truly wiſe, and really good: So is the Satisfaction 
of a contented poor Man more worthy: And it is 
no leſs more ſweet and comfortable, than that of 

any rich Man, pleaſing himſelf in his Enjoyments; 
Contentedneſs ſatisfieth the Mind of the one, A- 

bundance doth only ſatiate the Appetites of the 

other; the former is the Complacence of a Man; 
the latter is _ and dull, like the Senſuality of a 

Beaſt; the Delight of that ſinketh deep into the 
Heart, the Pleaſure of this doth only float in the 
Senſes or Fancy: The poor good Man's Joy is 
wholly his own, a lovely Child of Reaſon and 
Virtue; the rich Man's Pleaſure cometh from with- 
out, and is thruſt into him by ſenſible Objects. 


HENCE is the Satisfaction of contented Adverſity 
far more conſtant, ſolid and durable, than that of 
Proſperity; it abideth in the Mind, and cannot ea» 
* driven thence by any corporeal Impreſſions; 
whereas the other, iſſuing from Senſe, is ſubject to 
all the Changes inducible from the reſtleſs Commo-- 
tions of outward Cauſes : Whence the Satisfaction 
proceeding from Reaſon and Virtue, the longer it 
ſtayeth the ſweeter it groweth, turning into Habit, 
and working Nature to an Agreement with it, 
whereas uſually the Joys of Proſperity ſoon degene. 

aa) rate 
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rate into-Faſtidioutnek,, and teeminate/ in Birter- 


—— — but tobe g — 
ſeeing they yield us an meteor 
obtaining Goods more exeellent 1 deſirable, 
proſperous or wealthy cas eaſily have, 
too they fornith us'with Means of acquiring and 
exercifing a Virtue worth the moſt ample Fortune; 
yew jolly able to che beſt Eſtate in — 
or ire, whieh' indeed deth not only 
render any Condition —.— but ſweerneth 
Thing, yea ifreth States, and tweet 
Occurrences into Bleſſings. 


Even the fenfible Smart of Adverſity is 
ee tempered and enſed; e | 
er we lie under it, the leſi we feel its Violence: 
is Tumbling and Toſſing that ſtirreti the Hu- 
mours, and driveth them to the Parts moſt apt to 
be affected with them: Where the Mind is calm, 
ati the Paſſions ſettled, the Fain'of anyGrievance 


9 leſs ſenſible. 


"4 um DiSaanath. 
ritable to us, refufing che Help they might or fiould 
afford, toward the reſeuing us from it; we hereby 
may be great Benefactors to ourſelves ; we ſhould 
— Anodyne to be miniſtred from without, no 
Succour” to come from any Creature, if we would 
not be wanting to ourſelves, in hearkning to Grace 
and Reaſon, and enjoying the Conſblation which 
they afford. In doing this, we are more eruel to 


* —— 
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Friend can be; no Man can ſo moleſt us, as we 
do ourſelves by un: our ee ee 
Andr e . W kk 5 
wis 4AM. } #33414 £41 "HSE © A *A 


5. THE — * our Conti 
alſo the moſt ready Means e dentering? it, aud-of 
2 the Preſſures we lie under. 16 


_ 
3 
. 


| Ir i is pany * in a oth Way, as e dip 
us to embrace and employ the Advantages whi 

occur thereto; for as Diſcontent blindeth Mien ſo 
they cannot deſery the Ways of Eſcape: from E- 


vil, it diſcourageth them from Endeav to 


help themſelves, it depriveth them of many Suc- 
cours and Expedients, which Occaſion would af- 
ford for their Relief; ſo he that being undiſturbed 
in his Spirit hath his Eyes open and his Coura 
up, and all his natural Powers in Order, will 
— and able to do his beſt, to act vi 
rouſly, to ſnatch any Opportunity, and 
any Means, toward the I nn 10 what 
apparel eek. to him. r 
of 

ron 3 Account Content is yet 
— efficacious to the ſame Purpoſe; for chear- 


ſul Submiſſion to Gap's Will doth pleaſe Him 


much, doth ſtrongly move Him to withdraw his 
aMiQing Hand, doth effectually induce Him to 
advance us into a moſt comfortable State: Of all 
Virtues there is none more acceptable to Gon 
than Patience. Gop will take it well at aur 
Hands if we contentedly receive from his Hand 
the worſt Things: It is a monſtrous Thing not 
to receive Proſperity with a grateful Senſe, but ĩt is 
heroical with the ſame Mind to receive Things 
unpleaſant: He that doth ſo ſuffereth\Loſe a 4 
eee eee 421 
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Be 


— (Gith /St. Peter) under the (tight? 
Hand e Gop, that He may exait n in due Time 
Fo 


xaiey, when it is opportune and ſea ſonable) and 
humbled (ſaith St. James) before the Loxp, and 
th-u a ſay there it lifting up, and He will 
the — Per Goo wid favourable — 
hearkeneth to the Groans of them who are hun 
eentrete under his Hand, and reverently tremile at 
bis Herd; He reviveth the Spirit of the bnmbles 
He is nigh to the broken Heart, and ſrurth ſuch 
as are of a contrite Spirit; He bealeth the broken in 
Heart, and bindeth up therr Wounds; He prodaim- 
eth Bliefſedreſs to-the poor in Spirit, and 10 theſe 
that mourn, becauſe they ſhall find Comfort; all 
which Declarations are made concerning thoſe 
who bear Adverfity with a ſubmiſſive and content» 
ed Mind; and we fer them effectually 
in the ' Caſes of Ahab, of the Ninivites, of N 
— of Manaſſes, of Hezehiah, of David; 
whom Adverſities had „ach a —_ 
But Diſcontent and Impatience offend Gop, and 
ke Him to contiuue his Judgments, yea to 
zncreaſe them : To be ſullen and ſtubborn is the 
ſure Way to render our Condition more intolera- 
ble: For, tobò hath hardened ye aguinſt Gon 
and proſpered? Thoſe, who (like the _— 
have been ſmitten in vain as to any quiet Submiſ- 
| fron or Converſion to GoD, what have they but 
n deeper into Wretched- 


Ix is indeed to quell our haughty Stomach, to 
check our froward Humour, to curb our impetuous 
Defires, to calm our diforderly Paſſions, to ſup- 

reſs our eager Affection toward theſe worldly 
Things; in ſhort, to work a contented Mind in 


* 
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as, that Gop ever doth infli Hardſhips. on us, 
wat. He croſſeth us in our Projects, that He de- 
taineth us in an r State; until this W 
atchieved, as Relief would really be no Bl 
to us, ſo Go (except in judgment) will no-wile 
t ĩt; it would be a cruel Mercy for Him to 
, If therefore we do wiſh ever to be in a good 
Caſe as to this World, let us learn to be content - 
ed in a had one: Haviog got this Diſpaſition firm 
-rooted in our Hearts, we are qualified for — 
hverancez. nor will Gon fail in . Seaſon to 
form for us what He ſo often hath declared — 
promiſed; his Nature difpoſeth Him, his. Word 
_—_ engaged Him to help and comfort us. 


Tages are hah proper Inducements hs 
tentedneſs; wn conſidering (in the Light of 
Reaſon 2 Scripture) the Nature of the 
Tihng, ſuggeſted my e There are fome. 
— ſome general, ſome W which 
en oundueius thereto. 


1. A conev Avr en to live well, 
to maintain a good Conſcience: He that that doth 
this can hardiy be diſmay'd,. or diſturbed. with a- 
ny Occurrence here; this will yield a Man fo, firm 
a Satisfaction, as will. bear down. the Senſe of any 
incumbent. Evils; this wilt beget ſuch. Hope in | 
Gon, / ns will ſupply che Want of all other Thin 
and fully facisfy us, that we have no Cauſe to 
troubled with any Thing here : He, that by con. 
ſcientious Practice hath obtained. ſuch a Hope, is 
N againſt all Aſſaults; he will (as — 
2 Um1/t mich) not be a « ror x any evil Tidings,, 
or his Heart is fixed, truſling in the LRD. 
Maintaining this will free us from all. anxious 
Care, transferring it upon Gon; it will breed a 


de Condes. that He will ever de,, 
> ply 


of having performed the Condition thereof: Seek 
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ply us with all Things convenient, to protect and 


deliver us from all Things hurtful; enſuring to 
us the Effect of that Promiſe, by the Conſcience 


ye firſt the Kingdim of Gon and its "Righteouſneſs, 
and all theſe Things fall be added unto you. © 


Tuts was that which ſupported the Apoſtles, 


and keptthem chearful under all that heavy Load' 


of Diſtreſſes which lay upon them; Our rejoycing 
is this (could they ſay) the Teffimony of our So 
ence, that in Simplicity and goaly Sincerity—we have 
bad our Converſation in this World, © 1 


Ir is the Want of this beſt Pleaſure, that both 
rendretk the Abſence of all other Pleaſures grie- 
vous, and their Preſence inſipid; Had we a good 
Conſcience we could not want Comfort; as we 
could not truly be unhappy, ſq we could hardly 
be diſcontent; without it no AMuence of other 
Things can ſuffice to content us. It is an evil 


Conſcience that giveth an Edge to all other Evils, 
and enableth them ſorely to afflict which otherwiſe 
would but lightly touch us; we become thence 
uncapable of Comfort, ſeeing not only Things 


upon Earth to croſs us, but Heaven to lower upon 
us; finding no viſible Succour, and having no 


Hope from the Power inviſible ; yea having Rea- 
ſon to be diſcouraged with the Fear of Goy's Diſ- 
pleafure, As he that hath a powerful Enemy 
near, cannot abide in Peace, without anxious 
Fear; ſo he that is at Variance with the Almigh- 
ty, who is ever at hand, what Quiet of Mind can 


he enjoy? 


2. Tun Contemplation of our future State is a 


ſovereign Medicine to work Contentednefs, and 


to cure Diſcontent. As Difcontent eaſily cleaveth 
T7 | 10 


ſeveral Occaſions. 205 


to Souls, which earneſtly pore upon theſe: preſent 
Things, ſo if we firmly believe, ſeriouſly conſi - 
der, and worthily prize the future State, we can 
hardly ever be diſcontent in regard to theſe 
Things. Conſidering Heaven and its Happineſs, 
how low and mean, bow unworthy of our Aﬀec- 
tion will theſe inferior Things appear? How un- 
concerned ſhall we be in them, and how eafily 
thence ſhall we be content to want them? What, 
ſhall any of us ſay, doth it concern me in what 
Rank or Garb1 paſs my few Days here? What 
conſiderable Intereſt can I have in this uncertain 
and tranſitory State? What is any Loſs, any Diſ- 
grace, any Croſs in this World to me, who am 
a Citizen of Heaven, who have a Capacity and 
Hope of the immenſe Riches, the incorruptible 
Glories, the perfect and endleſs Joys of Eternity? 
This was that which ſubſtained the holy Apoſtles 
in all their Diſtreſſes ; For this Cauſe (ſaith St. 
Paul) we Nr not————while we look not on the 
Things «which. a ſeen, for the Things which are 
ſeen are temporal, but the Things which are not ſeen 
ure eternal; and I reckon (ſaith he again) that the 
Sufferings of this preſent Life are not worthy to be 
compared with the Glory which ſhall be revealed in 
8 


Ir likewiſe we with Faith and Seriouſneſs con · 
ſider the diſmal State of thoſe, who are eternal - 
ly ſecluded from all Joy, who are irrecoverably 
condemned to utter Darkneſs, how tolerable, 
will the meaneſt State here appear? How vain a 
Thing will it then ſeem to diſlike, or to be trou- 
bled with any worldly Thing? What, ſhall we 
ſay, is this Loſs to the Loſs of my Soul and all its 
Comforts for ever? What is this Want to the 
perpetual Want of heavenly Bliſs ? What is this 
ſhort and faint Pain to the cruel Pangs of endleſs 

Vor. XXXV. 9 Remorſe, 
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Remorſe, to the weeping and gnaſbing of Teeth in 


3. Consranr Prayer is an excellent Guard:of 


” 
. 


Content, an is excellent. Fenoe againſt Diſcon- 


Ir is ſuch in Way of Impetration, procuring 
the Removal, or Alleviation of our Croſſes: For 
Gon hath. promiſed that He. till. giue good Things 
ta. theſe that aſe Him; The Logp is meb unte all 
that call upen. Him. in Truth ; He toill fulfill the 
Defire. of them that. fear Him; He alſo will. hear 
their. Cry, and will ſave them. The: poor Man cri- 
eth, and the LoRD reiß bim, and ſaueth lim aut 
ef all. bis Troubles ; the holy Seripture is full of 
fuch. Declarations and Promiſes, aſſuring us of 


Succour upon our Supplication to (30D ; whence 


St. Paul thus adviſeth againſt all Sollicitude : Be 
_ for Nothing, but in every Thing by Prayer, 
2 cation. with Thankſgi@ing, let your Re- 
guee/? be made known to GOD: And (addeth ſigni · 
tying the Conſequence of this Practice) the Peace 
of Gop, which paſſeth all Under/tanding, ſhall keep 
yaur Hearts and Minds throxgh Jeſus Chriſt, 


Ir likewiſe performeth the ſame by procuring 
Aid from Gop, it enables us to bear all Evil: 
well, which is really much better than a Removal 
of them ; for that hence they become profitable to 
us, and Cauſes of preſent Good, and Grounds of 
future Reward; thus when St. Paul beſought Gop 
for Deliverance from his Thorn in the Fleſh, the 


Return to him was; fy. Grace is ſufficient for 


thee, for my Strength is made perfett in Weakneſs: 
It was a greater Favour to receive an Improve- 
ment. of: ſpiritual Strength, occaſioned by that 


f Croſs, than to be quite freed from ĩt. 
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Drvorro alfo hath of itſelf a ſpecial Efficacy 
to produce Content. As in any Diſtreſs it is u 


great Conſolation, that we can have Recourſe to 


a good Friend, that we may diſcharge our Cares 
into his Boſom; that we may demand Advice 
from him, and, if need be, requeſt his Succour; 
ſo much more it muſt be a great Comfort, that 
we can in our Need approach to Gop, who is 
infinitely the moſt faithful, the moſt affectionate, 
the moſt ſufficient Friend that can be; always 
moſt ready, moſt willing, moſt able to direct and 
to relieve us: He deſires, and delights, that in ths 
Day of our Trouble we ſhould ſeek Him; that we 
Sould pour forth our Hearts before Him, that we 
ſhould cat our Burthens, and our Cares upon Hin; 
that we ſhould, upon all Occaſions, implore his 
Guidance and Aid : And complying with his De-- 
fires as we ſhall aſſuredly find a ſucceſsful Event 
of our Devotions, ſo we ſhall immediately enjoy 
great Comfortyand Pleaſure in them. 


© Tus Gop of alt debt doth eſpecially by 


this Channel convey his Comforts into our Hearts; 


his very Preſence (that Preſence, in which the 
Pſalmift ſaith there is a 2 ) doth 
"mightily warm and chear us; his holy Spirit doth 


in our religious Intercourſe with Him inſinuate 


[a Serenity of Mind, doth: kindle fweet and kindly 
Affections, doth ſcatter” the gloomy Clouds of 
Sadneſs ; practiſing it we ſhall be able to ſay with 


the 'P/almift, In the Muttirad: of my Thoughts 


within me thy Comforts delight my + 


Hour addreſſing ourſelves to God, and re- 
verently-converſing with Him doth compoſe our 


Minds, and charm our Paſſions, doth ſweeten 


our Humour, doch refreſh and raiſe our Spirits 
% eee 07 ai] e K . 
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and fo doth immediately breed and nouriſh Con- 
tentedneſs. | 7 | $3 


IT alfo ſtrengthneth our Faith, and quickneth 
our Hope in Gop, whereby we are enabled to 
ſupport our preſent Evils, and Peace of Mind 


doth ſpring up within us. 


IT enflameth our Love to Cop, in Senſe of 
is gracious Illapſes, thence rendring us willing 
to endure any Want or Pain, for his Sake, or at 
his Appointment. 4 6 = 


Ir in fine doth miniſter a raviſhing Delight, 
abundantly able to ſupply the Defect of any other 
Pleaſures, and to allay the Smart of any Pains 
whatever; rendring thereby the meaneſt Eſtate 
more acceptable than any Proſperity without it 
can be. So that if we be truly devout we can 
hardly be diſcontent ;- It is departing from Gop 
by a Neglect of Devotion, or by a Negligence 
therein, that doth expoſe us to the Incurſions of 
worldly Regret and Sorrow. wtf” 3.67 


THEsE are general Remedies and Duties both 
in this and all other Regards neceſſary, which yet 
we may be induced to perform in Contemplation 
of this happy Fruit (Contentedneſs) ariſing from 
mn Pabe! + 151135} ob. oroifie its 


4. Ir ſerveth towned Production of Content- 


edneſs to reflect much upon our Imperfection, 


Unworthineſs and Guilt; ſo as thereby to work 
in our Hearts a lively Senſe of them, and a hearty 
Sorrow for them; this will divert our Sadneſs in- 
to its right Channel, this will drown- our leſſer 
Grief by the Influx of a greater. It is the Nature 
of a greater Apprehenſion or Pain to ſwallow up 
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the Senſe of a leſſer, as he that is under a Fit of 


the Stone doth ſcarce feel a Pang of the Gout; 
he that is affaulted by a Wolf will not regard the 


Biting of a Flea. Whereas then of all Evils mo- 


ral Evils are incomparably the greateſt, in Nature 


the moſt ugly and abominable, in Conſequence 
the moſt hurtfal and horrible; ſeein "in St. 


Chryſoſtome's Language) Excepting Sin, there ir N. 


thing grievous or terrible among human Things; 
not Poverty, not Sickneſs, not Diſgrace, not that 
to hich ſeemeth the moſt extreme of all Evils, Death 
it.; e, e to juſt Eſtimation no Evil 
beareth any Proportion to the Evil of Sin, if we 


have a due Senſe thereof, . we can hardly be affec- 
ted with any other Accident; If we can keep our 


Minds intent upon the heinous Nature, and the 


lamentable Confequences of Sin, all other Evils . 


cannot but ſeem exceedingly light and inconſider- 
able; we cannot but apprehend it a very filly 
and unhandſome Thing to reſent or regard them: 
What (ſhall we then judge) is Poverty in Com-- 
pariſon to the Want of a good Confcience? What 


is Sickneſs compared to Diſtemper of Mind, and 
Decay of ſpiritual Strength? What is any Diſap- 


pointment to the being defeated ' and overthrown 


Temptation? What any Loſs to the being de- 


by 
gone of Gop's Love and Favour? What —4 
1 OD f? 


ſgrace to the being out of Efteem with G 
What any Unfaithfulneſs or Inconſtancy of Friends 


to having deſerted or betrayed our own Soul ? 


What can any Danger ſignify to that of Eternal 
Miſery, incurred by offending Gop? What Pref- 


ſure can weigh againſt the Load of Guilt, or what: 
Pain equal that of ſtinging Remorfe? In fine, 
what Condition can be ſo bad as that of a wreteh-- 
ed Sinner? Any Caſe ſure is. tolerable, is defira- 


ble, is lovely and ſweet in Compariſon to this: 


Would to Gon, may a Man in this Cale ſay, Wat 


S 3 
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I were poor as any Beggar ; that I were cover- 
ed all over with Blains as Lazarus; that I were 
bound to paſs my Days in an Hoſpital or a Dun- 
geon might I be chained to an Oar, might I lie 
upon the Rack, ſo I were clear and innocent: 
L fuch Thoughts and Affections reflecting on our 

Sin, impreſs what Place can there be for Reſent- 
ment of petty Crolles ? | f 


ConTriT1ON alſo upon this Score is productive 
of a certain Sweetneſs and Joy apt to allay worldly 
Grief: As it worketh a ſalutary Repentance not to be 
repented of, ſo it breedeth a ſatisfactory Comfort, 
Which doth ever attend Repentance : He that is 
very ſenſible of his Guilt, cannot but r 
ly much value the Remedy thereof, Mercy; thence 
will ſpring up a chearful Satisfaction, ſo poſſeſſing 
the Heart, as to expel other Diſpleaſures: A holy 
ay a worldly Sadneſs cannot well conſiſt toge- 


s. ANOTHER Inſtrument of Contentedneſs is 
fedulous Application of our Minds to honeſt Em- 
oyment. Honeſt Studies and Cares divert our 
inds, and drive ſad Thoughts from them ; <324 
chear our Spirits; they yield good Fruits, whic 
will extinguiſh or temper Diſcontent: While we 
are ſtudious or active, Diſcontent cannot eaſily 
creep in, and foon will be ſtifled. | 


Iorxxss is the great Mother and the Nurſe of 
Diſcontent; it layeth the Mind open for Melan- 


Entertainment there; it depriveth of all the Re- 
medies and Allays which Buſineſs affordeth. 


ReciyPRoCALLY Diſcontent begetterh Haenel. 
and by it groweth ; they are like Ice and * 
g 5 ariſing 


choly to enter; it yieldeth Harbour to it, and 
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ariſing each out of the other: We ſhould there - 
fore not ſuffer any Sadneſs ſo to encroach upon us, 
as to hinder us from attending to our Buſineſs (the 
honeſt Works and Studies of our Calling) for it 
thereby will grow ſtronger and more hardly vin- 
cible. - A 
6. Ir conduceth to this Purpoſe to contemplate 
and reſent the publick State of Things, the Inte- 
reſt of the World, of our Country, of Gop's 
Church. The Senſe of publick Calamities will 
drown that of private, as unworthy to be compa- 
red with them: The Senſe of publick Calamity 
will allay that of ray Misfortune. How (will 
a wiſe and good Man fay) can I defire to flouriſh, 
while the State is in Danger or Diſtreſs? How can 
I grieve, ſeeing my Country is in good Condition ? 
meer e . 


7. ALL hearty Charity doth E alleviate 
Diſcontent. If we bear ſuch a Good- Will to our 
Neighbour as to have a ſincere Compaſſion of his 
Evils, and Complacence in his Good, our Caſe 
will not much afflit us. If we can enjoy the 
Proſperity, the Wealth, the Reputation of our 
Neighbour, by delighting in them, what can we 
want; what can diſpleafe us? If our Heart is en- 
larged in Pity for the Misfortunes of others, it 
cannot be contracted with Grief for our own: 
Our own Sorrow, like Water, being thus diffuſed, .- 
cannot be ſo deep but it will be more fruitful; it 
will produce ſuch Effects as will comfort and 
pleaſe us: It is Selfiſhneſs which maketh us ſo 
ſenſible of Croſſes, and uncapable of Comfort. 


8. Ac Alx, if we will attain Contentment, we 
muſt take Heed of ſetting our Affection upon any 
. WE ih F< worldly 


worldly Thing whatever, fo as highly to prize it 
' paſſionately to affect it, eagerly to Paffue it; fo a5 
to conceive our Happineſs in any Meaſure to hang 
on it: If there be any ſuch ' hing, we ſhall be 
diſappointed in the Procurement, or the Retention 
of it; or we ſhall be diſſatisfied in its Enjoyment. 


So to adhere in Affection to any Thing, is an 
adulterous Diſloyalty toward our Maker and beſt 
Friend; from which it is expedient that we ſhould 
be reclaimed ; whence God (in juſt Anger, or in 
kind Mercy, will be apt to croſs us in our At- 
tempts to get it, or to deprive us of its Poſſeſſion; 
whence the Diſpleaſure will follow, which always 
attendeth a Separation from Things we love: But 
if we be ſuffered to obtain or to retain it, we ſhall 
ſoon find Diſſatisfaction there; being either diſ- 
* with ſome Bitterneſs in it (ſuch as doth 

urk in every ſenſible Good) or cloyed with its 
Luſciouſneſs; aſter a ſmall Enjoyment it will be- 
come either diſtaſteful or inſipid. | 
Tuts, according to continual Experience, is 

the Nature of all Things pleaſant only to Senſe 
or Fancy, preſently to ſatiate: No Beauty can 


long pleaſe the Eye, no Melody the Ear, no De- 


licacy the Palate, no Curioſity the Fancy; a little 
Time doth waſte away, a ſmall Uſe doth wear 
out the Pleaſure, which at firſt they afford : No- 
velty commendeth; Diſtance repreſenteth them 
fair and lovely; the Want or Abſence of them 
rendereth them defirable; but the Preſence of 
them dulleth their Grace, the Poſſeſſion of them 
deadneth the Appetite to the. 


-_ OxLy thoſe Things which Reaſon (religiow 
and ſound Reaſon) doth approve yield a la ing 
: unde 
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undecaying, unalterable Satisfaction; if we ſet 
our Affections on them, we cannot fail of Con- 
tent: In ſeeking them we cannot be diſappointed; 
for Gop, without any Reſervation. or Exception, 
hath promiſed to beſtow them upon thoſe who di- 
ligently ſeek them: Nor can we be diſpoſſeſſed of 


them; Gop will not take them away, and they 


lie beyond the Reach of any other Hand: Having 
them then we cannot but fully and durably be ſa- 
tisfied in the Fruition of them; the longer we 
have them, the more we ſhall like them; the 
more we taſte them, the better we ſhall reliſh 
them: Time waſteth not, but improveth the 
Senſe of their unfading Beauty and indefeCtible 


Sweetneſs. 


9 Wx ſhould to this Purpoſe take eſpecial Care 
to ſearch our Condition, and pick thence the Good 
that is therein, making the beſt we can of it, en- 
joying and improving it; but what is. offenſive 
therein diminiſhing it, tempering it ſo well as we 
may, always forbearing to aggravate it. There 
are in Nature divers Simples, which have in them 
lome Part, or ſome Juice very noxious, which, be- 
ing ſevered and caſt away, the reſt becometh 
wholſome Food; neither indeed is there any Thing 


n Nature ſo venomous, but that from it by Art 


and Induſtry may be extracted ſomewhat. of good 
Uſe, when duly. applied; ſo in moſt apparent 
Evils lieth incloſed much Good, which if we 
careſully ſeparate (caſting away the intermixed 
Droſs and Refuſe) we ſhall find Benefit, and taſte 


Comfort thence ; there is ngthing ſo thoroughly 


bad, but being well ordered, and opportunely 
miniſtred, will do us much Good : So if from Po- 
verty we caſt away or bear quietly. that which 
pincheth the Senſe or grateth on the Fancy, and 
K | | enjoy 
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enjoy the Liberty, the Leiſure, the -Health, the 
Security from Envy, Obloquy, Strife, which it 
affordeth, how fatisfaCtory may it become to us! 
The like Conveniences are in Diſgrace, Difap- 
pointment, and other ſuch Evils, which being 
improved, may endear them to us: Even Sin' itfel 
— worſt of Evils, the only true Evil) may yiell 
Benefit to us; it may render us ſober and lowl 
in our own Eyes, devout in imploring Merg; 
merciful and charitable toward others in our Ces. 
ſures; more laborious in our good Practice, ant 
watchful over our Steps: And if this deadly Pi. 
ſon may yield Effects ſo exceedingly beneficis, 
* may other harmleſs, tho* unp t, Thing 


10. Ir is a moſt effectual Means of produciry 
Content, and curing Diſcontent, to rouſe and for 
tify our Faith in Gop, by ſeriouſly refle&ing up 
the Arguments and Experiments, which aſſure u 
of Gop's particular Providence over all, over u 
It is really Infidelity (in whole, or in Part, 
Faith, or a ſmall] and Weak Faith) which i i 
the Root, as of all Sin, ſo particularly of Difcot- 
tent: For how is it poſſible, did we firmly belien, 
and with any Meaſure of Attention confider, tit 

Gop taketh Care of us, that He tendereth oi 
Good, that He is ready at Hand to ſuccour n 
how then, I ſay, is it poſſible) that we hou 
fear any Want, or grievouſly reſent any Thing 
But we, like St. Peter, are of little Faith, then 
fore we cannot walk on the ea; but in Deſps 
fink down : Sometimes our Faith is buried # 
Oblivion or Careleſſneſs; we forget, or mind 
that there is a Providence; but look on Things? 
if they fell out caſually or fatally ; thence ext 
no Redrefs from Heaven, ſo tumble into ow 
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and Diſconſolateneſs. Sometimes becauſe. Gon 
doth not in ous Time and our Way relieve or gra- 
tify us, we flip. into profane Doubt, queſtioning 
in our Hearts whether He doth indeed regard us, 
or whether any Relief is to be expected from Him; 
not conſidering, that only Gop. can tell when, 
and how it is beſt to proceed ; that often it is not 
expedient our Wiſhes ſhould be granted ; that we 
are not wiſe enough, or juſt enough to chooſe for 
ourſelves ; that it would — a mad World, if Gop 
in Government thereof ſhould ſatisfy all our 
eſires. 


Wes forget how often Gop hath ſuceoured us 
in our Streights ; how continually He hath pro- 
ici vided for us; how patiently He hath borne with 
us; what Miracles of Bounty He hath performed 
in our Behalf; we are like that diſtruſtful and in- 
conſiderate People, who.remerntred, net the Hand of 
ru GoD, ner the, Day when He delivered them ; but 
on forgat his Works, and waited not for his Coun- 
ſel : They forgat Gop their Saviour, why had done 
great Things in Agypt, wondrous Works in the 
Land of Ham, and terrible Things in the Red Sea. 


From ſuch Diſdoſitions aur Diſcontents ſpring ; 
and we cannot cure them, but by recovering from 
ſuch Forgetfulneſs and Negligence ; by ſhaking off 
ſuch wicked Doubts and Diftruſt ; by fixing our 
Hearts and Hopes on Him, who alone can help 
us; who is our Strength, the Strength of our Heart, 
of our Life, of our Salvation. 


Or Him (to conclude) let us humbly implore, 
that He in Mercy would beſtow upon us Grace to 
ſubmit in all Things to his Will, to acquieſce in 
all his Diſpenſations, gladly to embrace * un- 
| ergo 
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dergo whatever He allotteth to us; in every Con- 
dition, and for all Events befalling us, heartily to 
adore, thank and bleſs Him: Even ſo to the Ever 
Bleſſed Gop, our gracious Maker and Preſerver, 
be eternally rendered all Glory, Thankſgiving 
CAR Mn, 2), a4 
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Rejoice evermore. 


acceptable Rules doſt thou preſcribe? O 


| | # ever more O good Apoſtle, how 
blefled Go Dp, how gracious Laws doſt 


Thou impoſe? This is a Rule to which all Men 
ſhould be forward to conform; this is a Law, 
which it may ſeem ſtrange for any Man to diſobey: 
For what can any Soul deſire more than to lead a 
Life in continual Alacrity? Who would readily 
not embrace a Duty, the Obſervance whereof is not 
only pleafant, but Pleaſure itſelf ? Who is ſo wild 
as to affect a Sin, which hath nothing in it but 
Diſenſe and Diſguſt f ? 2 www. prin ale 
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Tur Joy ſhould be enjoined, that Satineſfs 
ſhould be fen e may it not be a plauſible Ex- 
teption againſt ſuch a Precept, that it is ſuperfludus, 
Dang all the Endeavours of Men aim at nothinz 
alſe, but to procure Joy, and eſchew Evil: Were 
it not rather expedient to recommend ſober Sadneſs, 
ar to repreſs the Inclinations of Men to effuſe 
So it may ſeem; but yet alas, if we conſult Ex- 
ence, or obſerve the World, we ſhall find this 
— Foal ill obeyed ;. for do we not commonly 
ſee P avy? Do we not often hear doleful 


Complaints? Is not this World apparently a Stage 
of continual Trouble and Grief? Did _ the 


Preacher, upon a diligent Survey of ail the- Hart: 


done under the Sun, 7 All is Vanih 

and Vexation of Spirit? Where, I pray, is any full 
or firm Content; where is ſolid and Sable Toy to 
be found ? SF. | | 


_ Tr is true, that Men, after a confuſed Manner, 
are very eager in the Purſuit of Joy; they rove 

through all the Foreſt of Creatures, hoping to catch 
it either in natural Endowments and Improvements 
of Soul, or in the Giſts of Fortune, or in the Ac- 
- quirements of Induſtry ; in temporal Poſſeſſions, in 
_ ſenſual Enjoyments, in Amuſements, in Gratifica- 
tion of their Appetites and Paſſions; they all hunt 
for it, though following à different, Scent, and 

running in various . ſome in plodding for 
rare Notions ;. ſome compaſling ambitious Projects; 
+ ome in amaſſing Heaps of Wealth; ſome in over- 


their Revenge, their Envy; ſome in venting frothy 

Conceits, bitter Scoffs, or profane Railleries; ſome 
in jovial Converſation, and quaffing the full Bowls; 
ſome in Muſick and Dancing; ſome in 3 


reaching Subtilties ; ſome in wrecking their Malice, 
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| their ſhort Enjoyment being alſo te 
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and Courting; ſome in n all Ki "7 riotous Exceſs, 


| and Diſſoluteneſs; but all in vain, finding at moſt, 


inſtead of it, ſome ſaint Shadows; or tranſitory 
Flaſhes of Pleaſure, which ſoon flag and 3 
Regret, being eaſily daſhed by any croſs Accident, 
ſoon declining into a nauſeous Satiety, and in the 
End degenerating into Gall and bitter Remorſe; 
fo that indeed the uſual Delights, which Men feek 
are ſuch, that we ſhould not if we could, and wie 
could not if we would conſtantly entertain them 
ſüuch rejoicing evercome _ . — 
and ieee. 175 * 


; Wan Eon e is Cre more than 
enough, that we ſhould be put to ſeek for a true, 
ſubſtantial and eonſiſtent Joy'; it being withal im- 
plied, that we ſhould look for it another Way, 


than commonly Men do; who therefore are ſo ge- 
nerally diſappointed, ' becaufe they wauld have it 


vpon impoſſible or undue Terms; and * expect 
be there, We ie is only to be had. r 


ns 


b en MiNlake, Wie alibi, 


concerning Religion, that'it'is altogether ſullen and 


ſour, requiring a dull, lumpiſh, moroſe Kindoof 
Life, barring all Delight, all Mirth; all good Hu- 


mour: Whereas, on the contrary, it alone is the 


never-failing Source of true, pure, ſteady Joy ; 


ſuch as is deeply rooted in the Heart, immovabl 
ſounded in the Reaſon of Things, permanent like 


the immortal Spirit wherein it dwelleth, and like 
the eternal Objects whereon it is fixed; which is 


not apt to fade or cloy, and is not ſubject: to any 


Impreſſions apt to corrupt or impair it:? Whereas 


in our Text, and in many Texts parallel to it, we 


ſee; that dur Religion doth not only allow us, but 


ern lem oblige ws t be Jo yful as much and often 
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nute, baniſhing the leaſt Fit of Melancholy, charg- 
ing us in all Times, upon all Occaſions to be chear- 
ful; ſuppoſing, conſequently, that it is in, ſome 
Manner poſſible to be ſo, and affording Power to 
effect what it requires. i Toi eb on 
- - SUCH indeed is the tranſcendent Goodneſs of our 
Gon, that He maketh our Delight to be our Duty 
and our Sorrow to be our Sin, adapting his holy 
Will to our principal Inſtindt: He would have us 
reſemble Himſelf, as in all other Perſections, ſo in 
a conſtant State of Happineſs; as He hath provided 
a glorious Heaven for us hereafter, He would have 
us enjoy a comfortable Paradiſe here. He accord- 
-ingly hath ordered the whole Frame of our Religion 
in a Tendency to produce Joy in thoſe who embrace 
it; for what is the Goſpel, but good Tidin gs of great 
Toy to all People? How doth Gop repreſent Him- 
elf herein, but as the God of Love, of Hope, of 
Peace, of all Conſalation; chearfully ſmiling in Fa- 
vour on us, graciouſly inviting us to the moſt plea- 
fant Enjoyments, bountifully diſpenſing moſt com- 
+ fortable Bleſſings of Mercy, of Grace, of Salvation 
to us? For what doth our Lorp call us to Him, 
but that He may give us Reft,/ and Refreſhment to 
our Souls; that Ile may wipe away all Tears from 
: our Eyes; that He may ſave us from Deſpair, ard 
ſettle us in a bleſſed Hepe ; that we may enter into cur 
- Mafter's Fey; that our Foy may be full, and ſuch a 
nus Man can tale from us 1 


Wu r is the great Overture of the Goſpel, but 
the Gift of a moſt bleſſed Comforter, to abide with 

u for ever, chearing our Hearts with his lightſome 
Preſence, and raviſhing Conſolations? Wherein 
doth the Kingdom of Heaven conſiſt? Not in Moos 
and Drink ; but in Righteouſneſs, and Peace, 75 
1 7 
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oy in the Holy bell. What are the prime Fruits 
'probuting from that Root of Chriſtian Life, the Di- 
vine Spirit? They are, as St. Paul telleth us, Love, 
- Foy and Peace Are there not numberleſs:Declara- 
tions, importing a joyful Satisfaction granted to the 
Obſervers of God's Commandments; that Zight»is 
ſown or the Righteous, and Gladneſs for the upright 
in Heart ? Doth not our Lord pronounceta! ſpe- 
' cial Beatitude'to the Practiſer of every Virtue?) And 
if we ſcan all the Doarines, all the Inſtitutions, all 


the Precepts, all the Promiſes of Chriſtianity, will 


not each appear pregnant with Matter of Joy, will 
not each yield great Reaſon, and ſtrong Obligation 
to rejoice euer more ä 


& 


WuxxETORE a Chriſtian (according to the De- 


ſign of his Religion, and in Proportion to his Com- 
pliance with its Dictates) is the moſt chearful Per- 
ſon in the World; continually bearing a Mind well 
ſatisſied, à light Heart and calm Spirit, a ſmooth 


Brow and ſerene Countenance, a grateful Accent 


of Speech, and a ſweetly compoſed Tenor of Car- 
riage: No black Thought, no irkſome Deſire, no 


troubleſome Paſſion ſhould lodge in his Breaſt; 


any Furrow, any Frown, any Cloud doth ſit ill 
upon his Face; the leaſt fretful Word, or froward 
Behaviour doth utterly miſbecome him : If at any 
Time it appear otherwiſe, it is a Deflexion from 
his Character; it is a Blemiſh and Wrong to his 


Profeſſion; it argued a Prevarication in his Judg- 


ment, or in his Practice; he forgetteth that he is a 


Chriſtian, or hath not preſerved the Innocence be- 
longing to that Name. For, if a Chriſtian remem- 
breth what he is, or is ſenſible of his Condition; if 
he refleQeth on the Dignity 
bleneſs of his Relations, the Sublimity of his Privi- 
leges, the Greatneſs and Certainty of his Hopes, 
how can he be out of Humour? Is it not abſurd 


of his Perſon, the No- 
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for him that is at Peace with Heaven, with his own 
Conſcience, with all the World; for the Poſſeſſor 
of the beſt Goods, and the Heir of a bleſſed Im- 
mortality; for the Friend, the Favourite, the Son 
efSSon;'tofretand waill”) 1 5h 4 hart 


„„ r proſperpus State, that 


1 


is (if he pleaſeth) ſecure of its Continuance, that 


is well aſſured of its Improvement; that hath what 

ener Good he can wiſh in his Reach, and more 

than he can conceive in ſure Reverſion, what Ac- 
count can be given that he ſhould be ſad ? 


He that hath the inexhauſtible Spring of Good 


for his Portion, that-hath his Welfare entruſted in 
God's moſt faithful Hand; that hath Gop's in- 
_ fallible Word for his Support; that hath free Acceſs 
to Him, in whoſe Preſence is Fulne/s of Foy; that 
| hath frequent Taſtes of Gop's Goodneſs, in gra- 
cious Diſpenſations of Providence, in Intercourſes 
of Devotion, in the Influences of Grace; that hath 
the infinite Beauty and Excellency for the perpe- 
tual Object of his Contemplation: and Affection; 
that enjoyeth the Serenity of a ſound Mind, of a 
pure Heart, of a quiet Conſcience, of a ſure Hope, 
what can he want to refreſh or comfort him ? 


IF a true Chriſtian hath no Care to diſtract him, 
having diſcharged all his Concerns on, God's Pro- 
vidence : If he hath no Fear to diimay him, being 
guarded by the Almighty 2 all Dan- 
ger and Miſchief: If he hath no Deſpair to ſink 
him, having a ſure Refuge in the Divine Mercy 
and Help: If he hath no ſuperſtitious Terrors or 
Scruples to perplex him, being conſcious of his own 
5 Intentions to pleaſe Gon, and confident of 
God's accepting him: If he hath no incurable Re- 
- morſe to torment him, the Stings of Guilt _ 

pu 
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? | pulled out by Li Merits of his Saviour, applied by 
F his Faith and Repentance: If he hath no longing De- 
. fires to diſquiet him, being fully ſatisfied with that 
n he doth rolleſs, or may expect from Gop's Bounty; 

all other Things being far beneath his Ambition, or 

Coyeting : If he hath no Contentions to inflame 
him, knowing, nought is here worth” paſſionately 
ſtriving for, and bein reſolved to hold a friendly 
Good-Will toward all Meh If he hath no repining 

Envy, ſeeing that none can be more happy than he 
may be, and that every Man's Good by Charity is 

made his own : If he hath no fretful Diſcontent, 

ſince he doth gladly acquiefce in the Condition and 


R 


Succeſs allotted him, reſigning his Will to Gop's 
n Pleaſure, tak ing all for beſt which thence doth oc- 
- cur, being aſſured that a# Things ſhall work 4 
ls Ver his. Good and away If he hath no ſpiteful 
it Rancours to corrode his Heart, no boiſterous Paſ- 
— ſions to ruffle his Mind, no inordinate Appetites, 
'$ _ perverſe Humours, or corrupt Deſigns to diſtemper 
h his Soul; whence then may Sorrow come, or how 
„can Sadneſs creep into him 
2 _ WrHaris there delongiug to a Chriſtian, whence 
e, Grief naturally can ſpring? From Gon, our er- 
ceeding Joy, the Fountain of Happineſs; from Hea- 
ven, the Region of Light and Bliſs; from Divine 
1y Truth, which illuftrateth and cheareth the Soul; 
.- from Gop's Law, which rejoiceth the Heart; from 
g Wiſdom, whoſe Ways are Ways of Pleafantneſs, and 
1- all whoſe Paths are Peace; from Virtue, which 
k cureth our afflictive Diſtempers, and compoſeth our 
y vexatious Paſſions; from theſe Things, I fay, a- 
p bout which a Chriſtian, as ſuch, is only conver- 
n ſant, no Sorrow can be derived ; from theſe ſweet 
of Sources no bitter Streams can flow : But Hell, the 
2 Fleſh, the World, Darkneſs, Error, Folly, Sin 
8 and Jrreligion, (Things with which a Chriſtian 
d ee 1 ſhould 
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ſhould have nothing. to do, from which he; ſhould 
keep a-loof, which he doth renounce and abandoy) 


" theſe, theſe alone, are the Parents of 'Diſtornfort 
d An iſh. Fi & 1 i ein 3005: ene QT 8977 
: Mad . 1 Sul . $5397; 


"WHEREFORE, there is the ſame Reaſon, the 

_ fame Obligation, the ſame Poffibility that we ſhould 

_ Fejoice evirmore, as that we ſhould always be Chi- 

ſtians, exactly performing, Duty, and forbearing 

Sin; for Innocence and Indolency go together, 

both together making Paradiſe; perfect Virtue and 

conſtant Alacrity are inſeparable Companions, both 

 conftituting Beatituſ ee. 

« 1 

IxD REH to exerciſe enen to rejoice are the 
ſame Things, or Things fo. interwoven that no- 

thing can disjoin them; religious Practice is like 

that River, the Streams whereof make glad the Cin 

of Gob, the holy Place of the Tabernacle of the Miſt 

Hieb, that is, every pious Soul: No good Deed 

can be performed without Satisfaction; each Vir- 

tue hath a peculiar Delight annexed to it; whence 

the Acts of Joy, which upon various Object, 

. Grounds, and 88 we may exert, being 

numberleſs, I ſhall only touch a few Inſtances. 


I. Ws ſhould evermore rejoice in the Exerciſc 
of our Faith; according to that Prayer of our A. 
.. poſtle for the Romans : Now the Gop of Hope il 
. you with all Peace and Foy in Believing.  _ 


__ Every Kind of Faith (that which embracetl 
Divine Truths, that which applieth Gop's Mercy, 
that which inſureth Gop's Promiſes, that which 
3 8 Providence, each of them) 1 
2a a clear Spring of Joy, ever flandin n to us; 
Wich he that drinketh, /ball never 2 


* 
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1. III. Faith which embraceth Gop s heavenly 
Truth, doth, not only enlighten our Minds, but 
affect our Hearts; there, being no Article of Faith, 
or Myſtery of our Religion, which doth not involve 
ſome. great Advantage, ſome happy Occurrence 
diſpenſed to us by the Goodneſs of Gon, which 
Faith doth apprebend and convey to our ſpiritual 
Taſte. Is it:not ſy/cet with Falch ta contemplate 
the rich Bounty of Gop in the Creation of the 
World, and producing io goodly a Frame, fo co- 
pious a Store of Things, with a ſpecial Regard to 
our Suſtenance and Accommodation? Is it not ſa- 
tisfactory to believe that Gop, by his Almighty 
Hand and vigilant Care, with the Girk benign Re- 
gard doth uphold and govern the ſame ? Is it not 
extremely / pleaſant with Faith to reflect on that 
great Honour and Bappineſs, which: Go did 
youchſife to canfer on Mankind, by ſending down 
from Heaven his only Son, to affume our Nature, 
to converſe. with Men, that we might be advanced 
to a Participation of the Divine Nature, and to an 
Enjoyment of Communion with Gop? How with- 
Fn Dane can we believe, that our Saviour, by 
his meritorious Obedience and Paſſion, bath ap- 
peaſed Gop's Wrath, and inclined his Favour to- 
ward us, hath ſatisfied Juſtice, hath expiated our 
Offences, hath refcucd our Souls from the Nomi- 
nion of Sin and Sa/arn, from Death and Corruption, 
from Hell and everlaſting Torment; hath purchaſed 
immortal Life, and endleſs. Bliſs for us? What 
Comfort is there in being aſſured by the Reſurrec- 
tion and Triumph of our LoxD over Death, that 


our Souls are indeed immortal, that our Bodies 


{hall be raiſed from the Duſt, that our Perſons are 


capable of an eternal Subſiſtence in, Happineſs ? 
Will it not much pleaſe us with an Eye of Faith 
to behold our Redeemer fitting in glorious Exalta- 


tion at God's Right Hand, governing the 9 
ho Sn — 
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the Benefit of his Church, diſpenſing Benedic- 
tion and Grace to us; interceding as 2 merciful 
and faithful High-Prieft for the Pardon of ook Sins, 
the Acceptance of our Prayers, the Supply of our 
Needs, and the Relief of our Diſtreſſes 55 17 we be 
ully convinced, that our Lok D JEsus is the 
-HRIST, our Loxp an DTS the Author of & 
Salvation to all that obry Him, how can we 
otherwiſe than follow thoſe, of whom St. Peter faith, 
* hom having not ſeen, ye love; in whom, thorgh you 
now, te Him not, yet beiteving, ye rejoice with Foy un- 

able and full of 7 Ghry® So from the heart 

iel of every evangelical Truth we may fuc 
ſolation; each of them is Food of our Soul; 
and to believe it is to eat it, 2 bow can we 00 


without à moſt ſavoury Reliſh 7 


2. Ar leaſt methinks that Faith EET ſhould 1 
exhilarate us, which applieth thoſe Virtues, "(fb 
ert hy of of all Acceptation F wherein God doth open 
his Arms wide to embrace us, propoiing moſt xind 
Invitations, and favourable Overtures of Mere), e 
the faireſt Terms poffible ; together with ef⸗ 2 
Kectual emedies for all the Maladies and Miſeries N 
of our uls: For if we are ſenſible of our heinous 
Guilts; if we are laden with the heav Burthen' 6f 15 
our Sins; if our Heart is galled with ſore Com- 
unction for our Miſdeeds 3 if we ate ſtruck with 
Terror of the Lok b, and tremble with the Fear 
Ys God's Judgments ; how comfortable mult it be 
do be perſuaded that Gop is fully reconcileable to W 
us, is 525 deſirous to ſhew us Mercy, and glad | 
will accept our Repentance; that wwe have an Adv WW * 
cate with the Father,” who hath propitiated for our 
"Sins, doth mediate 1 our Peace, hath both ful 
ower and certain Will, if we ſincerely n 
"wholly to remit «op 'So that there il there 
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Jef, whe talk not after the Fleſb, but after "the 
Spirit; and that being ju/tified by Faith we' have 
Brace zelt God, through our Lex Jeſus Chriſt : 
nk not this Belief revive us, and make the broker 
Bones to rejoice ; will not the Goſpel of Peace be 
hence in Truth @ joyful Sound to us? Might it not 
hence well be proclaimed in the Prophet Tfaiah, 
Comfort ye, Comfort ye my People: Speak ye comfort» 
ably te Jeruſalem ; and cry unte her, that her War- 
fare is accompliſhed, that her Iniquity is fardoned. 


AND if we find ourſelves in Soul grievouſly dif- 
tempered, labouring under great Impotency 'and 


Blindneſs, overborne and oppreſſed with the Pre- 


valency of Corruption, peſtered with unreaſonable 
Deſires and Paſſions, unable to curb our Tnclina- 
tions and Appetites, to reſiſt Temptations, to diſ- 
charge our Duty in any tolerable Meafure ; is it 
not then comfortable to believe, that we have a 


moſt faithſul and ſkilful Phyſician at Hand to cure 
our Diſtempers ; that we have a powerfu! Succour 


to relieve our Infirmities ; that Gop is ready to 
impart an abundant Supply of Grace, of Light, 


of Spiritual Strength to direct and affiſt us; that if 
any Man lack I iſdom. he is encouraged with Fdith 


to aft it of Gop, who giveth liberally, and ufbraid- 


eth not? If any Man want Strength, Gop's Al- 
1 Spirit is promiſed to thoſe, who with hum- 


le Earneſtneſs implore it; ſo that we may h able 


| to do ali Things (incumbent on us) by Chriſt whe 
Srengthneth us. | 1 


. And what more hearty Satisfaction can we 


feel, than in a firm Perſuaſion concerning the real 


Accompliſhment of thoſe exceeding great and preci- 
ous Promiſes, whereby we become capable of the 


moſt excellent Privileges, the moſt ample Benefits, 
the moſt happy Rewards? How can the _ 
GOO t 
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82 ſurpaſſing all Expreſſion, is reſerved 
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that as ſure as Truth itſelf, an eternal Inheritance, 

.a_ Treaſure that cannot fail, a Glory that cannot 

fade, a Kingdom that cannot be CIS a Feli- 
9 


t us, in 
ecompence; of our faithful Obedience; how, I 


tay, can that be a dead, dull, dry Belief, void of 
Tprightly Comfort and Pleaſure :??? 


. Lixewiss the Faith of Confidence in Gop's 


Providence, and paternal Care over us 
(whatever our Condition or Circumſtances be) 


-— 


will infuſe-a cheartul Reireſhment of Heart into 
1 | | | 


Ir is in Scripture frequently aſſerted, that he 


who placeth his Truſt in Go, is a very bleſſed 


8 


— 
* 

* 
* 


my 


N 
. 


without feeling much Eaſe and Peace in our 


Hearts? | - 


We 


* 


2 


and happy Perſon; and can we without great $a- 
tisfaction partake of that Beatitude ? 


© Can we by ſuch a Truſt diſburden all our ſol- 
licitous Cares, all our anxious Fears, all the 


Troubles of our Spirit, and Preſſures of our Con- 


dition upon Gop, with ſtrong Aſſurance, that 
from his mighty Power and watchful Care, in due 


Time, in the moſt expedient Manner, we ſhall 


receive a competent Supply of our Wants, a Rid- 
dance from our Grievances, a Protection from all 
Danger, a Blefling upon all our good Endeavours, 


War can be more chearing than a Perſuz- 
fron, that all cur Concerns are lodged in the 


Hands of ſuch a Friend, fo wiſe, fo able, fo faith- 


ful, fo affeftionate, fo readily diſpoſed to help us, 


and further ovr Good? They wh. truſt in Gon, 


* 


ry 


f and 4% bc covered with bis Wings; God is often 


A 


are ſaid to abide wider the Shadiw of the Almiv\ty, 


ſited 


} ». + * y vx 


not then impregnably ſafe ? van Hrs ſhould 


Hin. 
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Riled their Rock, their Fortreſs, their Shield and 
Buckler, their Defence and Refuge; and are they 


fear ? At what Occurrence ſhould they be diſturb- 
ed ? Have they not huge Reaſon to "” with the 
Pſalmiſt, In the Shadow of thy Wings will I rejoice ; 
The Lok ts my Str and my Shield, my Heart 
trufleth in Him, and I am helped; therefore my 
Heart danceth for Foy, and in my Song welt I praiſe 


II. Ws ſhould evermore rejoice in the Practice 
of Chriſtian Hope, making good that Aphoriſm of 
Solomon, The Hope of the Righteous ſhall be Glad- 
meſs ; and obeying thoſe Apoſtolical Injunctions, 
that we ſhould rejoice in Hope ; that — ſhould re- 
rain the Confidence, and the rejoicing of Hope to 
the End. oſe „ — — 
Truths, thoſe ſweet Propoſals of Grace and Mer- 
cy, thoſe rich Promiſes, which Faith doth appre- 


hend as true in general to all Chriſtians, Hope doth 


apply particularly to ourſelves, impreving the 
Knowledge of our common Capacity into a Senſe 
of our ſpecial Intereſt in them. Gon, faith our 
Faith, will affuredly receive all penitent Sinners to 


Mercy, will crown alt pious Chriſtians with Glo- 


ry, will faichfally perform whatever He hath gra- 
ciouſly promiſed to all People, hath a tender Gare 
for all that love and fear Him: But Gop, ſaith 
our Hope, will have Mercy on me, will render to 


me the Mages of Righteouſneſs, will verify his good 


Mord to me his Servant, will protect, will deliver, 


will bleſs me in all — If ſo, being con- 


ſcious of our ſincere Endeavour to ſerve and 
pleaſe Gon; if diſcerning from a careful Reflexi - 
on upon our Heart and Ways, that in ſume good 
Meaſure we have diſcharged the Conditions 2 
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red of us, we can aſſume a Propriety in his Regard, | 


how can we forbear conceiving Joy ? 


AlL Hope, in Proportion to the Worth of its 
Object, and the Solidity of its Ground, is com- 
foxtable; it being the Anchor of the Soul, which 
ſtayeth and ſupporteth it in undiſturbed Reſt; it 
appeaſeth unquiet Deſires, ſetting abſent Goods 
before us, and anticipating future Enjoyments by 
a ſweet Foretaſte : Seeing then if we have a good 
Conſcience, and our Heart doth not condemn us, 
our Hope is grounded on the Rack of Ages (on the 
immutable N ature, and- the infallible Word of 
Gop) ſeeing. it is the Hope of the moſt worthy, 
the moſt ſublime, the moiſt incomparable and in- 
eſtimable Goods, it muſt be extremely delightful. 


l Ir it much pleaſeth Men to know themſelves 


Heirs to a fair Eſtate, to have the Reverſion of a 


good Office, or a great Preferment (altho' Death 


may intercept, or other Accidents may obſtruct 


the Accompliſhment of fuch Hopes) how much 
more ſhall that /zvely Hape of an Inheritance, incor- 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fudeth not away, 


reſerved in Heaven for us; who are kept by the Power 


of Gop through Faith unto Salvation, breed a mot 
chearful Satisſaction, far tranſcending all other 
Pleaſures, which ſpring from the moſt deſirable 
Fruitions here ; according to that Admonition of 
our LoxD, Notwithflanding in this rejoice not that 
the Spirits are ſubje:t unto you ; but rather rejoice 
that your Names are written in Heaven. | 


III. We ſhould evermore rejoice -in Charity * 


both that to Gop, and that to our Neighbour, 


Love is the ſweeteſt of all Paſſions ; and when, 


by the Conduct of Wiſdom, it is direct ed in a ra- 
tional 
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tional Way toward a worthy attainable Object, it 
cannot otherwiſe than fill the Heart with raviſhing 
"Phy ; 


Delight. 


AnD ſuch (in all Reſpects ſuperlatively ſuch) an 
Object is Gop : He infinitely beyond all Things 
deſerveth our Affection, as moſt perfectly amiable. 
and defirable, as having obliged us by innumera- 
ble and ineſtimable Benefits, all the Good that we 
have ever enjoyed, or that we can ever expect, 
being derived from his pure Bounty ; all Things 
in the World in Competition with Him, being 
5 and loathſome; all Things without 

im being vain, unprofitable, and hurtful to us; 
ſo that the Pſalmiſt might well ſay, I ho in Hea- 
den can be compared unto. the Lox D? Who among 
the Sons of the Mighty can be likened unto the Lorp ?. 
Whom have I in Heaven but Thee? And there is 
none upon Earth that I can defire beſide Thee. He 
alone can ſatisfy the vaſt Capacity of our Minds, 
and fill our boundleſs Deſires. - | 6 


He of all lovely Things moſt certainly and ea- 
ſily may be attained ; for whereas commonly Men 
are croſſed in their Affection, and their Love is 
embittered from their loving Things imaginary, 
which they cannot reach, or Things which diſ- 
cain and reject their Affection; it is concerning 
Gop quite otherwiſe; for, s 


Fo. 


He is-moſt ready to impart Himſelf, and will 
not reject any that | cometh unto Him; He moſt ear- 
neſtly defireth- and woeth our Love; He is not 
only moſt willing to correſpond in Affection, but 
doth prevent us therein, for we love Him {ſaith the 
Apoltle) becauſs He firſt loved us. 


4 1 e Re ; : | hk : _ 
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Hr doth cheriſh and encourage our Love by 
fweet Influences, and moſt comfortable Embraces, 
by kindeſt Expreſſions of Favour, by moſt benefi- 
Eta] Returns, ordering that all Things ſhall work to 
gether fer good to theſe who love Him And whereas 
all other Objects in the Enjoyment fail our Ex- 
pectation, He doth ever far exceed it. 


 - WHEREFORE in all affectionate Motions of our 
Hearts toward Gop, in deſiring Him, or feeking 
his Favour; in embracing Him, or ſetting our 
Confidence on Him; in enjoying Him by Medi- 
tation and Prayer; in a reflexive Senſe of our In- 
tereſt and Propriety in Him; in that myſterious 
Union of Spirit, hereby we are (as it were) inſert- 
ed in Him; in a hearty Complacence in his Be- 
nignity, a grateful Reſentment of his Kindneſs, 
and a zealous Deſire of yielding ſome Requital for 
it, we cannot but feel very pleaſant Tranſports, 
aſſuring to us the Truth of that Saying in the 


Pſalm, They that love thy Name ſhall be joyful in 


Thee ; and diſpoſing us to cry out with the Pſalmiſſ, 
How excellent is thy Loving- Kindneſs, O Loxp; 
Becauſe thy 1 is better than Life, my 
. ny fe 


Ip that celeſtial Flame (kindled in our 
Hearts by the Spirit of Love) cannot be void of 
Warmth ; we cannot fix our Eyes upon infinite 
Beauty, we cannot taſte infinite ge? wo 
out perpetually rejoicing in the firf bter 

Love to Gon. Charity toward Men ; Shich in 
Complexion and chearful Difpoſition, doth moſt 
reſemble its Mother: For it doth rid all those 
gloomy turbulent Imaginations and Paſſions, which 
cloud our Mind, which fret our Heart, which dif 
compeſe the Frame of our Soul; (from burning 
Anger, from ſtorming Contention, from gnawing 


V. 
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Envy, from rankling Spite, from racking Suſpi- 
cion, from diſtracting Ambition and Avarice). 
It conſequently ſettles our Mind in an even Tem- 
per, in a ſedate Humour, in an harmonious Or- 
der, in that pleaſant State of Tranquility, which 
ae Xafaues from the Conqueſts of irregular 
aſſions. e 5 155 


AND: who can enumerate or expreſs the Plea- 
fures which wait on every Kind, on each Act of 
Charity ? * 1 oo 


0 


How triumphant a Joy is there in doing Good? 
Whereby we gratify our beſt Inclinations, wheres 
by we oblige our Brethren and endear ourſelves to 
them, whereby we moſt reſemble the Divine 
Goodneſs ? ng Ne ol 


Sr. Paul telleth us, that Gop herb a chearful 
Giver 3; and he preſcribeth, that he who 
Mercy, ſhould do it with Chearfulneſs: And in 
the Law. it is commanded, Thine Heart fball- not 
grieve, when thou giveſt to thy poor Brother And 
who indeed can out of Love give Alms, or ſhew 
Mercy, without Chearfulneſs ? Seeing he thereby 
doth eaſe his own Bowels ; conſidering that in do- 
ing Good, to his Neighbour, he receiveth far more 
Good to himſelf ; that he then doth put forth his 
| Stock. to great and certain Advantage; that he 
Aa an Office acceptable to Gop, doth 
render Him a Debtor, doth engage Him abundant- 
ly to requite that Beneficence. * kat 


VJ / / / es eta vt 


ws * 


2 


an 


_ Wurar Satisfaction is there in forgiving Of- 
fences ; whereby we diſcharge our Eouls from 
vexatious Inmates. (black Thoughts, and ranco- 
rous Animakfities ;) whereby we clear ourſelves 
aß rom the Troubles attending Feuds and Striſes; 
e eee re ere 
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and tranſcribe the Pattern of our — Redeemer; 
whereby we continue ourfelves capable of Divine 
Mercy; according to that Divine Word, If you 


How unconfinedly and'inexhauftibly vaſt is that 
Delight, which a charitable Complacence in the 
Good of our Neighboor (a rejoicing with that 
rejoice) may afford? A Man thence engroſſing al! 


"80: * 


the Good in the World, and eren to him- 
felf all the Succeſſes, all the Entertainments, all 


the Satisfactions of his Neighbour, even 2 chari- 
table Sympathy in the Adverfities of our Neigh- 
2 is not 3 of Content ; for 8 is 
thereby melted into a gentle Temper, ſuſceptive 
of for ons 1 ſhare in the — 4 
which we miniſter to others; we are refreſhed in 
that Kindly Submiffion to the good Pleaſure of 
God, in that lightſome Contemplation of Gop's 


this very Practice, 

ing conformably to the 

Win of Gop, therein diſcharging a good Con- 

3 and enjoying a Portion of that continua 
eaſt. __— 4 


I ontoveD, if the Time would permit, farther 
declare how we ſhould find Delight in the Con- 
templation of all Gon's Attributes, of his Works, 
of his Word; in thankful Refentment of all Gov's 
Benefits; in willing Obedience to all Gov's 
Laws; how Joy is a proper Fruit growing on the 


Practice 


— ,,, win GH... SR 


E 
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Practice of Humility, of Juſtice, of Temperance, | 
of Devotion, of every Vutue: More pasticularly 
I ſhould have evidenced how from a patient Sub- 


miſſion to Goy's afflicting Hand, from penitential 


Contrition of Heart, from a pious Fear and Solli- 
citude in working. out our Salvation, moſt ſweet 
Conſolations ſpring : But in recommending Joy I 
would not produce Grief ; and therefore ſhall not 


farther annoy your Patience. 
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e Prov, i age ONE; 
Keep thy Heart with all Diligence. 


theefold Acceptation. They may (1.) de- 

note abſolutely the Intenſeneſs in Degree 
or Extention in Kind of the Performance requi- 
red: Keep thy Heart with all Cuſtody, that is, 
with all Sorts, or with all Degrees of Care and 
Diligence. They may (2.) ſignify comparatively 
keep thy Heart above all Keeping; that is, more 
than thou keepeft any any other Thing; becauſe 


T HE Words, with all Diligence; admit a 


from it are the Tſſues of Life ; that is, becauſe it is 


the principal Part and Fountain of all vital Opera- 


tions and therefore deſerveth the beſt Cuſtody ; 


They may be alſo (3.) Taken fo as to de- 
note the Univerſality of the Object or Matter of 
this Keeping, or the adequate Term and Bound 
thereof; keep thy Heart, from every Thing 


which. 
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which it ſhould be kept from ; from gon Thing 
offenſive or hurtful to it : But I mean only toin- 
ſiſt upon the Subſtance of the Precept; the Nature 
of which being duly conſidered, will infer that it 
is to be obſerved according to the Manner and 
Meaſure preſcribed, underſtood according to any 
of thoſe Senſes, or according to all of them con- 


. jointly. 


As for the Meaning of the Words, Keep thy 
Heart; two Enquiries may be made: 1. What 
the Heart is? 2. What to keep it doth import. 


Too the Fi I anſwer, that in the Stile of 
Seripture the Heart doth commonly import the 
whole inward Man, the 5 iow dn, the Man 
within vs, (as St. Paul ſpeaketh) the hidden Man 
of the Heart (as St. Peter calleth it) comprehend- 
ing all the Thoughts and Imaginations, all the 
Inclinations and Diſpoſitions; all the Judgments 
and Opinions, all the Paſſions and Aﬀections ; 
all the Reſolutions and Purpoſes formed within 
us; in ſhort, all interior, whether Tendencies to 
move, or actual Motions of the human Soul. 
Becauſe the Heart in a Man's Breaſt is moſt in- 
wardly ſeated, moſt ſecluded from Sight, guard- 
ed from Acceſs, fenced from Danger, thence 
whatever is inmoſt moſt invifible, moſt inaccef- 


i 


| 


| 
| 


| 


ſiblein any Thing is called the Heart thereof; 


and all a Man's ſecret Thoughts, Inclinations 


— IO 


Opinions, Affections, Deſigns. are involved in 


this Name: Sometimes all, or divers of them 


conjunctly are called his Heart, ſometimes any 


one of them ſingly: Inftances in Kind are 
innumerably many, and therefore Þ ſhall not 
ſpend Time in cing any, but ſhall ſuppoſe 
that here the Word may be underſtood in its ut- 
moſt Extent; ſo as to comprehend all the —_ 
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culars intimated ; there being no apparent Reaſon 
for preferring or excluding any ; all of them being 


themſelves, and conſequentially as they may be the 
Principles of good or bad Actions ; and becauſe all 
of them may be, need to be, ought to be the Ob- 
jects of the Keeping here injoined. ; 


Bur then what is this Keeping ? T anſwer, the 


Word applied to this is eſpecially capable of three 
Senſes. | 


1. Ir may imply to keep it under a conſtant 
View, to mark to inquire into and ſtudy our 
Heart. So, My Son (faith the Wiſe-man) give me 
thine Heart, and let thine Eyes keep (or obſerve) my 
Ways ; the fame Word which here, is uſed both in 


Hebrew and Greet, and can there ſignify no other 


Cuſtody, but that of attending to; it being the Of- 
ice of the Eye only to look, and obſerve. Like- 
wiſe, Obſerve (faith Gop in the Law) and hear all 
theſe Words which I command thee; that is, hear 
them attentively : And ſo in divers other Places. 


2. IT may alſo denote the good Management of 
our Hearts; keeping all the Motions thereof in good 
Order; applying them to good, and reſtraining 


them from bad Things: So the P/alm:/?. uſeth the 


Word, when he faith, 7 will keep my Mouth with 
a Bridle; that is, I will ſo rule and curb it, that no 
evil Language ſhall iſſue from it: So when the 

Wiſe-man adviſerh to teep our Foot when we go to 
the Houſe of Gor ; by keeping it, he means right- 
iy to guide and order our Precee lings; or well to 

iſpoſe ourſelves when we addreſs ourſelves to reli- 
gious Performances: So again, He (faith he) that 


keepeth the Fig-tree, ſhall eat of the Fruit * TY 


capable of a moral Quality, both immediately in 


„ 


it 
di 
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ck * he that dreſſeth and ordereth it to Advan- 
tage = den Fruit. r 


3: Adana, kerping may be taken for preſerv- 
ing, guarding, ſecuring from Miſchief, which in- 
deed is the . common Uſe of the Word. Era en 


Now any of theſe Senſes may. be dad here, 
or all of them together; and they indeed are in the 
Nature of the Thing ſo dependent one on the other, 
that any one of them can hardly be practiſed with- 
out the reſt: for without heedfully obſerving our 
Heart we cannot well govern it; and an ill govern- 
ed Heart cannot eaſily be attended to; and with- 

cout both watchfull EET and ſkilfull Man- 
agement of it we cannot guard it from Evil; 
and reciprocally without guarding it, we cannot 
well rule it, or duly mind it: Such a be 


there is in theſe three Cuſtodies. 


I HALL diſcourſe concerning the firſt of them on · 
ly, which ſeems in the Nature of Things, to pre- 
cede. According to this Expoſition, when it is 
laid, Keep thy fart with ail Diligence, we may 
ande it, as if each of us were thus adviſed: 
With a moſt conſtant and wary Care obſerve all the 
interiour Propenſions and Motions of thy Soul; 
whatever is done, or deſigned within thee; whither 
thy Deſires lean, what thy Affections are Rirred by, 
to what thy Judgment of Thiags doth lead thee, 
with great Atieution mark and . 1. +5 


Ir is a e Excellency of human Nature, 
which ſeemeth more to diſtinguiſh a Man from any 
interiour Rank of Creatures, than bare Reaſon it- 
ſelf, that he can reflect upon all that is done within 
him, can diſcern the Tendencies of his Soul, is 


acquainted with his own Purpoſes. Were he not 
conſcious 
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and examine them; how could he confora 
Actions to them, or practiſe according to the Dic- 
tates of his Conſcience? It is therefore plainly need - 
ful that Man ſhould be endowed with this Power, 
for without it he can neither perform the Duty re- 
quired of him, nor enjoy the Benefits he is 
ed for: Our Maker therefore hath conferred it up- 
on us, our Duty conſiſts in its right Uſe, our Ad- 
vantage ariſeth from the conſtant and careful Exer - 
ile of this Faculty: Conſtant and careful, I fay: 
Conſtant, ſor Obſervation implies ſo much; for, if 
ever we ſhut our Eyes, or turn our Heads aſide, 
what we look to may be gone; much will paſs un- 
obſerved by us; eſpecially: ſuch quick and fleeting 
Things as are the interior Motions of our Soul; 
 wherefore a continual Vigilancy is requiſite to a 
Keeper of the Heart: It — alſo be careful, as 
the Keeper of a Thing ſo nimble and ſlippery mu 
not ſleep, ſo he muſt not Number z he muſt be very 
intent upon his Charge ; ſuperficial Glances upon 
the outward Face, as it were, of the Soul will not 
ſuffice; to obſerve is with earneſt Care to look thro 
the Matter; to diſcern whatever lurketh therein, 
to pierce into the very Depth and Bottom of it, to 
7 through — therein; other wiſe it i 
but — — rather than truly obſerved : E 
pecially ſo ſubtile, ſo intricate, ſo obſcure a Thing 
_ as a Man's Heart is requireth an extraordinary Ap 
plication i in ene it with Fruit. 


Tu — to be continually with | 


extreme Diligence looking inward upon ourſelves 
_ obſerving what Thoughts ſpring up within us, 
what Imaginations find moſt welcome Harbour it 
our Breaſts, what Objects moſt affect us with De. 
light, or Diſpleaſure (what it is that we love 2nd 
readily embrace; what 2 and 3 


conſcious of his own Opinions, how could he _ | 


„„ a Crt. 23 G4 


1 I 


* 
4 


© a a5 To; 5 == FP ©r ».dG co 


)!! ⁰ ac a Am as A 3 


ſeveral Oceaſfons. 24 
Prejudices poſſeſs our Minds; wherefore we pro- 
poſe to ourſelves ſuch Undertakings; converſing 
with-ourſelves, and as it were diſcourſing in this 


Manner: What is it that I think upon, are my 


Ineli nations compliant to Gop's Law? What Jud 
ments do I make of Things; are my Apprehen 
ons clear, ſolid and fure ? What doth moſt eaſily 
ſtir me, and how is my Heart moved; are my 
Affections calm, orderly, and well placed ? 
What Projects am I driving on; are my * 
good, are my Intentions upright and ſincere ? 

me thoroughly inquire into theſe Points, let me be 
fully ſatisfied in them; thus ſhould we continually 
be doing. The Holy Scripture doth often bid us, 


Thoughts ſerious, ſeaſonable, and pure? Are my 


judge ourſelves, examine our Works ; to ſearch and 


try ; to weigh, to heed, to watch over our Ways: 
If (faith St. Paul) we would judge ourſelves, we 
ſhould not be judged ; we ſhould avoid thoſe Miſcar- 
riages, which bring the Divine Judgments upon 
us: Let us (faith the Prophet) ſearch and try our 
Mays, and turn unto the Lox p; and, T faid 1 will 
take Heed to my Ways (faith the Pſalmiſt;) and, 
ponder the Path of thy Feet, and let ali thy Mays be 
of abliſhed, is the Wiſe Man's Advice: Search our 
Ways, and ponder our Paths, this implies, that we 
firſt examine, and weigh our Hearts; for there our 
Ways begin, thence is Motion derived to our Feet; 
and to our Hands alſo: All our Actions depend 


as Effects of them, all receive their moral Quality 


thence : Whatever in our Doings is good or bad, 


doth (as our Lord expreſſeth it) iſſue from within 


us; our Actions are but Streams ſweet and bitter, 
clear or foul according to the Tincture they receive 


at thoſe inward Sources of good or evil Inclinati- 
ons, of true or falſe Judgments, of pure or corrupt 
Intentions ; there conſequently we are principally 
obliged to exerciſe the Scrutiny required of us. 
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Sucn is the Duty; and the Practice thereof is 
of huge Profit; bringing many great Advantages 
with it; the Neglect of it is attended with many 
2 Miſchiefs; and for perſuading to the one, 


= 
ing from the other I ſhall. propound ſome 


Tux moſt immediate Advantage riſing hence 
is this, that by ſuch a conſtant and careful In- 
ſpection, of our Hearts, we may arrive to a 
competent. Knowledge of, and a true Acquain- 
tancè with ourſelves (a moſt uſeful: Knowledge, a 
moſt beneſicial n neither of which is 
otherwiſe attainable. The Heart (as you know - 
the Prophet lays) is deceitful above all Things; 
and, who (adds he) can hnow-it. Who can know 
it: None it Seems, but Gop that made it; and 
the Man, that hath it: He that hath it, muſt, I 
ſay, be able competently to know it; even in Re- 
d to him the Queſtion may intimate ſome Dif 
-aculty, but it doth not denote an Impoſſibility: 
Hard it may be for us to know the Heart by Rea- 
fon of its Deceitfulneſs; but the ſlieſt Impoſture, 
if narrowly looked into, may be detected: It is 
a very ſubtile and abſtrſue, à very various and 
mutable Thing; the Multiplicity of Objects it con · 
verſes with, the divers Alterations it is ſubject to 
from bodily Temper, Cuſtom, Company, Exam- 
pies other unaccountable Cauſes; eſpecially its 
Proneneſs to comply with, and to ſuit its Judg- 
ments of Things to preſent. Circumſtances with- 
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out, and preſent Appetites within, render it ſuch; 
, wherefore it is not eaſy to know it; but yet poſ- 
ſible it s; for under ſevere Penalties we are obli- 
e OAK deceived by it, Let no Man (faith 
St. Paul) deceive himſelf ;, ſee that ye be not decciu- 
ed, faith our Saviour; Take Head (ſaith Moſes) t1 
 yourſelues, that your Heart be not deceived; ſuch 
2 WW Precepts 
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Precepts there are many, obliging us to know 
our Hearts, and to diſcover the Fallacies put 
on them, or upon us by them; carrying with 
them Directions how to compaſs it; that is, by 
looking about us, and taking Heed: It is there- 
fore a feaſible Thing to avoid being impoſed up- 
on, and well to underſtand ourſelyes: But as o- 
ther abſtruſe Pieces of Knowledge, ſo this eſpe- 
cially cannot be attained without induftrious Ap- 
plication and conſtant Obſervations to find the 
Corners wherein the Deceit lurks; we muſt per- 
ſue its ſecret Windings, we muſt trace it 3 
Step (as Hunters do wild Beaſts) into the utm 
Receſſes of its firſt Deſires, and moſt deeply rooted 
Prejudices ; we muſt do as David did, when he 
ſtrove to free himſelf from Diſtruſt and Impatience; 
I cox:muned with my own Fleart, (ſaith he) and my 
Spirit made diligent Search; by which Practice he 
found, as he farther acquaints us, that it was his 
Infirmivy, which moved bi: <5 doubt of GvoD's 
ercy and Benignity toward him. 


Al Men are inquiſitive after Knowledge, the 
being endued therewith paſſeth for a goodly Or- 
nament. Men are commonly aſhamed of nothing 
ſo much as Ignorance; but if any Knowledge me- 
riteth Eſteem, this, next to that concerning Al- 
migmy God, may beſt pretend thereto; if wn | 
Ignorance deſerveth Blame, this certainly is mo 
liable thereto. FATE fein 


n 3 


TI yroOcERD to the particular Advantages of the 
Practice of this Duty, and the I nconveniences of 


ry 
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1. Tus conſtant and careful Obſervation of 
our Hearts will ſerve to prevent immoderate Self- 
love, and Self-conceit; to prender us ſober and 
by ; < W 2 modeſt » 
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modeſt in our Opinions concerning, and in our 
AﬀeCtions toward ourſelves ; qualifying -us to 
comply with the Apoſtolical Precept, not to over 
ween, or over value ourſelves, and our own 
Things : For he that by ſerious Inſpection vpon 
his own- Heart, ſhall diſcern how many ſond, 
impure, and ugly Thoughts ſwarm within him, 
how averſe his Inclinations are from Good, and 
bow prone to Evil; how much his Affections are 
miſplaced, and diſtempered; how Clouds of 
Darkneſs, Error and Doubt hover upon the Face 
0 his Soul; ſo that he quickly taketh up Opini- 
ons, and ſoon layeth them down, and often turn- 
eth from one Miſtake to another ; how unſettled 
his Reſolutions are, eſpecially in the Purſuance 
of the beſt Goods; and what corrupt Mix- 
tures cleave to his beſt Purpoſes ; who taketh 
Notice how backward and how cold in De- 
votions toward Gop, how little ſenſible of his 
Coodnets, or fra iu or his Diſpleaſure, or zea+ 
lous for his Honour, or careſul of petſorming his 
Duty toward Him; how little he deſireth, or 
delighteth in the Good, that he pitieth, and grie- 
veth at the Evil of his Neighbour; how ſluggiſh 
ulſo and remiſs he is in the Purſuance of his own 
beſt Affairs, and higheſt Concernments; he that 
doth, I ſay, frequently with Heedfulneſs regard 
theſe Things in his own Heart, how can he be 
raviſhed with Self-love ? How can he be taken with 
himſelf? Can any Man dote upon ſuch Deformi- 
ty, admire ſuch Weakneſs and Navughtineſs ? 
No ſurely ; that Men are ſo amorous ofthemſe]ves, 
| fo haughty and arrogant in their Conceits, ariſes 
from not reflecting on their own Hearts; not be- 

holding themſelves in that Mirrour ; not conſi- 

how little lovely, or worthy they are; if 
id practice that, they would ſee Reaſon, to 


der 
th 
| defp iſe, to loath, to pity themſelves. 


2. Urox 
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2. Upox' that Advantage is conſequent, that 
this Practice will diſpoſe us with Patience to bear 
all Croſſes and Grievances ; ſo producing not on- 
ly an excellent Virtue, but a conſiderable Solace 
to us; for the being conſcious of ſomuch Unwor- 
thineſs, which Obſervation of our Heart will ne- 
ceſſarily diſcover, will not only (juſtify the Pro- 
vidence, but commend the Benignity of Gon un- 
to us. It will prompt us heartily to confeſs, that 
our Pumſhments are teſs tban our Deſervings ; to 
acknowledge that Gop hath not dealt with us after 
our Sins; nor rewarded us according to our Inigui- 
ties; to ſay with Feremiah, It is of the Lord's Mer- 
ty, that we are not conſumed, becauſe his Compaſſtons 


fail not. 


3. PARTICULARLY this Practice will fence us 
againſt immoderate Diſpleaſure at Mens hard O- 
pinions, or harſh Cenſures of us: For he that by 

Inquiry into himſelf perceives ſo _ Deſects, 

will not ſo eaſily, nor ſo greatly be offend- 
ed, if ſome of them (or ſome like them) be ob- 
jected to him; ſince he finds in himſelf many 
more, and greater. | K 


4. LIEKEwISE this Practice will defend us, as 
from the Diſcomforts of harſh Cenſure, ſo from 
the Miſtakes and Miſcarriages, to which the fa- 
vourable Opinions of Men, may expoſe us. | 


Tux common Nature of Men diſpoſeth them to 
be credulous, when they are commended, or e- 
ſteem'd by others: Every Ear is tickled with this 
ſweeteſt Muſick of Applauſe: But we are not to 

rely upon others ill-grounded Judgment, ſo much 
as upon our own more certain Knowledge con- 
cerning ourſelves: e 1 
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TAkk no Man's Word before thine own Senſes 
in what concerns thine own Character. For that 


a Man in Queſtions of this Kind is able to be a 


ſkilful Umpire between himſelf and others ; that 


he is neither elevated, nor depreſſed by external 
Weights, but keepeth himſelf equally poiſed- by 


his own: well-informed Conſcience; that neither 
his Heart is exaſperated with the bittereſt Gall of 
| Reproach, nor his Head intoxicated with the ſweet- 
eſt Wine of Flattery, isan invaluable Convenience 
of Life; or rather it is a Virtue arguing a moſt 
Rrong and healthful Conſtitution of Soul. 


5. Liktwist, this will conduce to qualify out 
Opinions, and moderate our Paſſions toward o- 


thers ; ſo that without Anger, or Bitterneſs we 


may bear the Faults, Errors, and Infirmities of 
our Brethren ; that we ſhall be benign in our 
Carriage, and gentle in our Cenſures even to- 
ward them, who do not behave themſelves fo 
wiſely as they ſhould. St. Paul thus admoniſh- 


eth the Galatians: Brethren, if a Man be overta- 


ken in @ Fault, ye whith are ſpiritual (the more 
ſpiritual whether in Truth, or in our own Eſteem, 
the more eſpecially are we obliged hereto) re/fore 
ſuch an one in the Spirit 7 Meekneſs, con ſidering thy- 
ſelf, left tbau may be alſo 

or ſpying into thyſelf, ſuch conſidering ourſelves 
taking Notice of our Infirmity within, perceiving 
how ſubje& we are to the Impreſſions of Tempta- 
tion, and that hence it may be our own Caſe to 


fall, if Occaſion concur with our Weakneſs; 


diſcerning this, I ſay, as it will be a Reaſon obli- 
Bins ſo it may be an Inſtrument conducing to 2 
itigation of Spirit toward thoſe, whom we ſee 


overtaken with Miſtake or Frailty. 
. Tu: 


tempted: Looking upon, 
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6. Tur Obſervation of our Heart is very con- 
dueive to render Men truly wiſe and prudent; 
in thoſe Things eſpecially, which moſt nearly 
concern them; giving them to ſee before them, 
and to underſtand what they do; as contrarily 
the Neglect thereof rendereth Men unadviſed and 
uncertain in their Doings. A main Point of Pru- 
dence conſiſteth in ſuiting a Man's Undertakings 
to his Powers and Capacities; in not attempting 
Things ſurpaſſing his Ability, or Fitneſs 3 and in 
not declining ſuch Attempts, as he may well com- 
paſs. Some are over bold in ſetting upon Things 
beyond their Strength to accompliſh, or Skill to 
Manage; whence commonly with Shame and 
Sorrow they are defeated in their Enterpriſes: O- 
thers are over backward ſo as not to adventure up- 
on'what they may with good Advantage, perhaps 
ought to perform ; both which Inconveniences 
uſually proceed from the not looking into, and 
ſtudying the Heart; for the greateſt Impediments 
of Action lie there; being grounded upon inward 
Indiſpoſitions, or Diſagreeableneſs of Mens Te m- 
per, Capacity, Inclination to the Matters, to 
whian they apply themſelves: A tender Foot will 
be galled if you ſet it in rugged Paths; a weak 
Head will turn, if you place it high; a ſoft Spirit 
cannot well comport with boiſterous Employment ; 
he that naturally affects Calm and Quiet, muſt 
not hope to come off well, if he engage himſelf 
in Affairs expoſed toA bundance of Care and Tu- 
mult; nor will he if he be well ſtudied this Way, 
and rightly underſtand himſelf, adventure there- 


upon, 


SS 


7. Na Ax to that lies another conſiderable Bene- 
fit attending this Practice, which is, that it will 
help to render us ready in our Reſolutions, and 


conſtant to them; conſiſtent with ourſelves, and 
uniform 
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uniform ih our Proceedings; hence will ariſe both 
great Convenience to ourſelves, and Satisfaction 
to others with whom we converſe: As on the con- 
trary Side, from the Neglect thereof we ſhall be. 
come ſlow in Deliberation, doubtſul in Reſolution, 
and unſtable in Performance. When any Occaſion 
of Acting is preſented, we ſhall be ready to eloſe 
with what is beſt for us, if by due Study and Ex- 
perience we are acquainted with ourſelves; that 
Acquaintance is a certain Preparation to a ſpeedy 
Choice, and we ſhall upon the ſame Grounds con- 
ſtantly adhere to our Choice, ſtanding upon ſo firm 
a Baſe, and ſo ſhall neither diſcompoſe ourſelves, 
nor diſappoint others by our Irrefolution and In- 
conſtancy. of 2 e tory 


| 

8. A sxr10Vvs Inſpection into our Hearts doth M 
much avail toward the Reformation of our Hears MW ' 
and Lives; curing the Diſtempers, and cortectin k 
the Vices of them. For to the curing any Di j 
it is requiſite to know the Complexion and Tem- 2 
per of the Patient, and the Part affected, and the 6 
next Cauſes thereof: As the moſt grievous of bo- 7 
tr 

n 

n 

th 

in 


dily Diſeaſes are ſeated in, or proceed from the In- 
trails ; but not all of them from the ſame Intrail; 
and the ſame Diſeaſe depends upon the Diſtemper 
of one, ſometimes of another among them: So do 
all Vices (as our Saviour expreſly teacheth) ifſoc 
from the Heart, or interior Man; ſome from one, 
fome from another Part or Region thereof; and the 


fame from different Parts: Sometimes natural be 
Temper, ſometimes falſe Opinion, Tometimes evil 2: 
Cuſtom is the Root of the ſame Kind of Diſeaſe; br 
and it is expedicnt we ſhould know diſtinctly which th 
of them in particular Caſes is the Root, that ac- by 
cordingly we may underſtand what Method of Cure in 


to uſe, whence to fetch the Remedy, where to app!) = 
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it; for Unſkilfulneſs in theſe Points may fruſtrate 


our Endeavours of Amendment. ; 


f | 9. Tr1s practice farther, doth particularly ſerve 
to regulate our Devotions and Performances more 
immediately ſpiritual; by ſhewing us what we need 


to pray for, what we are obliged to give Thanks 


for, what it becomes us to confeſs and deprecate, 
for Want thereof we ſhall be apt not only to neglect, 
but to confound, yea miſerably pervert theſe Du- 
ties; to confound them, by praying for what is al- 
ready given us, for which therefore we are to ren. 
der Thanks; alſo by giving Thanks formally for 
that which perhaps we are far from poſſeſſing, and 
do moſt want; fo, I fay, we ſhall be apt to con- 
ſound our ſpiritual Addreſſes, as wanting due 
Ground and Object; yea to pervert them, by aſk- 
ing for Things really prejudicial to us, (in the Cir- 
cumſtances we ſt22) and thanking Gon for what 
in Anger He diſpenſeth to us, (ſo indeed — 
appearing Goods) as alſo deprecating Things moſt 
beneficial and healthſul to our Souls; neglecting to 


return Thanks for, what Gop diſpoſeth in Mercy : 


Thus from Ignordnce of ourſelves, and what we 
truly need, are we apt to pervert our Devotions z 
not only defeating ourſelves of the Advantages they 
might yield us, but (if Go be not more gracious 
than to hearken to us, and grant our Wiſhes) bring- 
ing lamentable Miſchief on ourſelves. Ihe two 
Sons of Zebedee conceiting our Lok D would ſhortly 
become a great Prince, Jid confidently ſue for the 


next Place of Dignity about Him; our Lord re- 


preſſed their fond Ambition by downright telling 
them firſt, that hey knew not what they aſked then 
by demanding of them whether they were able to 
undergo the Trials they ſnould mect with; imply- 
ing what they ſhould have requeſted, that they 
more needed Humility and Patience, than "_ 
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and Pleaſure: And is n de Lacie! te Perſons, 
whole intemperate Zeal He elſewhere checked with, 
Ye know not of what Spirit ye are: And no Won- 
der, if they who knew not. what they wee, did 
alk they knew not! what; that being ignorant of 
their own Hearts, they ſhould make abſurd Peti- 
tions; that in ſuch a Caſe they thould-defare Things 
pot only inconvenient, but Me and irons 
wo! to themſcives. Tas ll 5 | {i 


10. I ADD laſtly, that univerſally this Practice 
15 « neceſfary for the well - governing of our Heart, 
b inculcate much, that to the well - go- 
verning of a People, the Nature and Humour of 
thar People ſhould be well underftood, for that the 
grave Romans and light: Greeks, the ſoft Perſians 
aud ſtout Germans, the ſubtil Africans and grols 
Seht bians could not be well managed in the ſame 
Manner. Sa to govern any Man's Heart ( ſince 
the Hearts of Men, as their Faces, and as their 
Voices, differ according to Diverſities of Com- 
xion, of Age, of Education, of Cuſtom and 
mobs of Livin g) it conduceth to know how it is 
diſpoſed ſrom any of thoſe, or the like Cauſes. I 
conclude with the good Pſalmiſt's Requeſts: Teach 
ns thy I ay, O Lotn, unite our Hearts to fear thy 
Nene. Give us Underſtanding, and we fall keep 
Law; 'yea. we hall obſerve it with ozr- wholt 
rt. Search:us, O God, and hnaw our Hearts; 
try us, aid know our Tho gbr. Le, be any 
n Mey i 0 u, and led us in the I "ay 8 
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Whatfather thy Hand gde to hs, &; it i with | 
. thy Nb, 7 


eur Hand findeth to do, that is, which Provi- 
dence. doth offer, or Reaſon embraceth, for 
enployie ing our Powers of Soul and Body, the wiſe 
here recommend; and to the preſſing the 
CS of his Advice, I ſhall preſently apply 
my Diſcourſe, propoſing divers Conſiderations apt 
to excite us theretoz only firſt let me briefly deſcribe 
it, for our better Apprehenſion of its true Nature. 


T2 22 in general, touching all 3 


By Induſtry we underſtand a ſerious and ſteady 
A" of Mind, joined with a vigorous wy 
ereiſc 
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erciſe of our Faculties, in Proſecution. of any rea- 


ſonable, honeſt, uſeful Deſign, in order to the Ac- 
compliſhmeat or Attainment of ſome. conſiderable 


TPW. = 2 ie 4d We tee ad: 
Ixus rx doth not conſiſt merely in Action; 
for that is inceſſant in all Perſons, our Mind being 
a reſtleſs Thing, Abiding in a total Cefſatiog 
from Thought or from Deſign, (being, like a Ship 
in the Sea, if not ſteered to ſome good Purpoſe by 
Reaſon, yet toſſed by the Waves of Fancy, or 
driven by the Winds of N But the Di- 
rection of our Mind to ſome goòd End, without 
roving, in a ftreight and ſteady Courſe, drawin 
after it our active Powers in Execution thereof, 
doth conſtitute Induſtry; which therefore uſually is 
attended with Labour and Pain; for our Mind 
(which naturally doth affect Variety and Liberty, 
— apt to loath familiar Objects, and to be wea 
ry of any Conſtraint) is not eaſily kept in a con- 
ſtant Attention to the ſame Thing; and the Spirits 
employed in Thought are prone to flutter and fly 
away, ſo that it is hard to fix them; and the cor- 
poreal Inſtruments of Action, being ſtrained to 2 
high Pitch, or detained in one Tone, will ſoon feel 
a 
reckoned an Ingredient of Induſtry ; and Labori- 
ouſneſs is a Name ſignifying it; upon which Ac- 
count this Virtue (as involving Labour) deſerveth 
a peculiar Commendation, it being then moſt lau- 
'dable to follow the Dictates of Reaſon, when fo 
doing is attended with Difficulty. 
- $SucH in general I conceive to be the Nature of 
Induſtry ; to the Practice whereof the following 
Conſiderations may induce. 3 
8 ; 1. In- 


aſſitude: Whence Labour or Pain is commonly | 
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1. InpusTRY doth preſerve and perfect our 
Nature, keeping it in good Tune and Temper, 
improving and advancing it toward its beſt State. 
The Labour of our Mind in attentive Meditation 
and Study, doth render it capable and patient of 
thinking upon any Object, or Occaſion; doth po- 
liſh and refine it by Uſe; doth enlarge it by Ac- 
ceſſion of Habits; doth quicken and rouſe our Spi- 


rits, dilating and diffuſing them into their proper 


Channels, The very Labour of our Body doth. 
keep the Organs of Action ſound and clean, dif- 
cuſſing ſuperfluous Humours, opening Paſſages, di- 
ſtributing Nouriſhment, exciting vital Heat : Bar- 
ring the Uſe of it, no good Conſtitution of Soul 
or Body can ſubſiſt; but a foul Ruſt, a dull Numb- 
neſs, a reſty Liſtleſſneſs, a heavy Unweildineſs 
muſt ſeize on us; our Spirits will be ſtifled, our 
Hearts will grow faint and languid, our Parts will 
flzg and decay; the Vigour of our Mind, and the 
Health of our Body will be much impaired. 


IT is with us as with other Things in Nature, 
which by Motion are preſerved in their native Pu- 
rity and Perfection, in their Sweetneſs, in their 
Luſtrez Reſt corrupting, debaſing, and defiling 
them: If the Water runneth, it holdeth clear, ſweet 
ahd freſh; but Stagnation tarneth it into a noiſome 
Puddle: If the Air is fanned by Winds, it is pure 
and wholſome;- but from being ſhut up, it groweth 
thick and putrid : If Metals be employed, they a- 
bide ſmooth and ſplendid ; but lay them up, and 
they ſoon contract Ruſt : If the Earth is laboured ' 
with Culture, it beareth Corn; but lying neglected, 
it will be over-grown with Brakes and Thiſtles; 
and the better the Soil is, the ranker Weeds it will 
produce: All Nature is upheld in its Being, Order 
and State by conſtant Agitation; every Creature is 
inceſſantly employed in Action, conformable to its 

Vor, XXXV. X | | End 
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England UG; In like Manner, the Preſervation and 


Improvement of our u on cheir eon · 


ſtant Exerciſe, n 


2. As we naturally were compoſed, ſo by Divine | 


Appointment we. were originally deſigned for In- 
duſtry : Gon did not intend that Man ſhould. live 
idly, even in his beſt State, or ſhoud;;enjoy. H 
nels. without takin 
enough in, Paradi 


itſelf; for, T he Lok p Gop 


(faith the T'ext) took Aan, and put bim into the. 
Garden of Eden, to dreſi it, and to keep it; ſo that 


had we continued happy, we muſt have been ever 


buſy, by our Induſtry N our Life, and ſe- 


curing our Pleaſure; otherwiſe Weeds might have 
over: grown Paradiſe, and that of Sloman might 
have been applicable to Adam, 7 went by the Field of 


the Slathfal, and by the Vineyard of the Man void if 


Under/tanding, and lo it was all grown over with 
T horns, and Neitles bad covered the Face thereef. 


By our Tran and Fall, the Neceſſity 


of Induſtry (together with a Difficulty of obtaining 
Good, and avoiding Evil) was increaſed to us; 


being ordained both as a juſt, Puniſhment for ** 
Oſtence, and as a Remedy of our Needs: 


thereupon the, Ground, was. "enced, to brin . — 5 


Thorns and Tbiſtles to us; and it was our 


by Gop's own. Mouth, In the =—_ ' 


of thy Face hat then eat Bread, "till theu return un- 
ts the Ground; ſo that now Labour is fatally natu- 
ral to us: Now Man, (as Fob faith) is DOS Lo 
bour as the Sparks fy pm — (or as the Vulture“ 
Chickens foar aloft, 

preters). 


4. ACCORDINGLY. our Condition and Circum- 


. hy the World _ * as to require 
© Induſtry; 8 


- 


4 but did provide Work 
I 


according to the Greek: Inter- 
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Induſtry; To that without it we cannot ſupport our 
Life in any Comfort or Convenience; wherefore 
St. Paul's Charge upon the Fhe//alentans, that Tf any 
Man would'not work, neither ſhonld be eat, is, in'a 
Manner, 'a general Law impoſed on all Mankind 
by the Exigency of our State; according to that 'of 
Solomon, 75 idle Soul fhall ſulfer Hunger; and 
the Sluggard, who will not plow Reafon of the Cold, 
ſhall beg in Harvgſ, and othing. 


Or all our many Neceſſities, none can be ſup- 
plied without Pains, wherein all Men are obliged 
to dear a Share: Every Man ie to work for his 
| Food, for his Apparel, for all his Accommoda- 
tions, either immediately and directl , or by Com- 
mutation and Equivalence; for for-the Gentleman 
dimſelf eannot (at leaſt worthily and 'inculpably) 

obtain them otherwiſe, than by redeeming them 
from the Plowman, and the Artificer by Cohipen- 
tek 'of wird and Ag” TT TER" 


2 wiſe Poet bare hay well obſerve, When 


> 


— fe eahhds TOP cs, 
Hu ſacilem ofe diam asl | 


And St. Chr ome Goth propoſe the fame Obferva- 
tion, that Gop to het our Mind, would nat that 
we ſhould eaſily come by che Fruits of the Earth, 
without employing much Art and Pains ; in order 
bereto there muſt be Skill uſed, in obſerving Sea- 
ſohs, and ing the Ground there mut be 
3 ſpent in Manuring, in Delving and Plow- 

* So ing, in Weeding, lng, in Peeing tz thr there 

be Pains taken in Gathering, in 
lay ing up, in Tired, an _ ireflingthe Fruit before 
2 we 
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we can enjoy it: So much Induſtry is needſul to 
get Bread; and if we liſt to fare more daintily, we 
muſt either hunt for it, uſing Craft and Toil to 
catch it out of the Woods, the Water, the Air; 
or we mult carefully wait on thoſe Creatures, of 
which we would ſerve ourſclves, feeding them that 
they may feed us; ſuch Induſtry is required to 
_ preſerve Mankind from Starving. And to guard it 
from other Inconveniences, Miſchiefs and Dangers 
ſurrounding us, it is no leſs requiſite: For to ſhelter 
us from Inipreſſions of Weather, we muſt ſpin, we 
mult weave, we mult build; and in order thereto 
wie muſt ſcrape in the Bowels of the Earth to find 
our Tools, we muſt ſweat. at the Anvil to forge 
them for our Uſe ; we muſt frame Arms to defend 
our Safety, and our Store from the Aſſaults of wild 
» or more dangerous Neighbours, wild 

Men. To furniſh Accommodations for our Curi- 
oſity and Pleaſure, or to provide for the Conv. ai- 
ence and Ornament of our Life, ftill greater Mea- 
ſures of Induſtry are demanded ; to ſatisfy thoſe 
Intents, a e Contrivances of Art, a thou- 
ſand Ways of Trade and Buſineſs ſerve, without 
which they are not attainable. In whatever Con- 
dition any Man is, in what State ſoever he be 
placed, whatſoever Calling or Way of Life he doth 
embrace, ſome peculiar Buſineſs is impoſed on him, 
which he cannot with any Advantage, with any 
Grace, with any Comfort to himſelf, or Satisfac- 
tion to others, manage without Induſtry : Nothing 
will go on of itſelf, without our Care to direct it, 
and our Pains to hold it, and forward it in the right 
Courſe: All which Things ſhew, that Divine 
Wiſdom did intend we ſhould live in the Exerciſe 
of Induſtry, or not well without it; having ſo ma- 
ny Needs to be ſupplied, ſo many Deſires to be 


appeaſed thereby; being expoſed to inns fore 


go — 
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bles and Difficulties, from which we cannot extti- 
cate ourſelves without it. But farther yet, 


5. Lex us conſider, that Induſtry hath annexed 


thereto,” by Divine Promiſe, the faireſt Fruits, and 


the richeſt Rewards: All good Things are the 
Fruits of Induſtry, ordered to ſprout from it, under 
the Protection and Influence of Gop's Bleſfing. | 


Art good Things indeed ate the Gifts of God, 


and freely diſpenſed by his Hand; but He doth not 
give them abſolutely without Condition, not mira- 
culouſſy without Concurrence of ordinary Means: 
By ſupporting our active Powers, and ſupplying 
needful Aid to our Endeavours ; by direCting and 


upholding us in the Courſe of our Action; by pre- 


venting or removing Obſtacles that might croſs us; 


by granting that Succeſs which dependeth on his 
Pleaſure, He confers them on us: Our Hand com- 
i is Goy's Hand, by which He worketh 
Jood, and reacheth out Benefits to us; governing 
and wielding it as He pleafeth. 7 


| Gop indeed could not well proceed otherwiſe in 
diſpenſing his Favours to us; not well, I fay, that 
is, not without ſubverting the Method of "Things 


which Himſelf hath eftabliſhed; not without flight- 


ing and voiding his own firſt Bounty, or rendering 

Gifts (our Reaſon, our Senſes, our 
active Powers) vain and uſeleſs; not without mak- 
ing us uncapable of any Praiſe, or any Reward, 
which ſuppoſe Works atchieved by our earneſt En- 
deavour ; not without depriving us of that ſweet 
Content, which ſpringeth from enjoying the Fruit 
of our Labour. e 


Heet it is, that whatever in Holy Scripture is 


called the Gift of God, is otherwiſe affirmed to be 


X 3 the 
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the Effect of Induſtry; it being the Condition upon 
which, and the Inſtrument whereby Divine Provi- 
dence conveyeth good Things to us: What: Gop 
aid to Jaſbua, doth imply the general Method of 
his Proceeding, Only be thou firong and couragenus 
— that thou may/t proſper whitherſoever thou goeft. 
Hence whatever we are directed to pray for, 
we are alſo exhorted to work for ; declaring there- 
by, that we are ſerious in our Devotion, and do not 
mock Gop, aſking that of Him, which we deem 
not worth our Pains to acquire. It was well ſaid 
of Cato in Salluft : Vigilande, agende, conſulend: 
. Proſper: omnia cedunt, ubi ſecordice te atque ignauia 
tradideris, neguicguam Deos implores, irati 27 
ſunt. We are bid to pray even for our daily , 
2% we may ſtarve if we do not work for it; and 
eee e 


__ Hencs we are bound to thank Gop for all thoſe 
Things, for the Want of which- we muſt thank 
ourſelves, and condemn our own Sloth. 


_ - Hence although. we ſhould. caft our Care on 
_ Gon, and rely on his Providence, being ſollicitous 
for Nothing; yet we muſt not ſo truſt Him, as to 
tempt Him, by neglecting the Means, which He 
doth offer, of relieving ourſelves; to be preſumptu- 
-ouſly ſlothful, being no leſs blameable, than. to. be 
diſtruſtfully careful. | 
Hexencs Gop in all ſuch Cafes, when. we need 
any good Thing, is ſaid to be our Helper to the 
obtaining it; which doth imply, that we muſt co- 
operate with Him, and join our Forces to thoſe 
which He doth afford; fo that as we can do No- 


* 
# * 


thing without Him, ſo He will do Nothing with- 
out us; yea, ſo that ſometime — + 
elp 


help GOD: Curſe ye 
Inhabitants thereof, becauſe they came not to the Help 
_ of the LoxD; to the Help of the Lox D againſt the 
Mighty. If ever Gop doth perform all, without 


ſible or impracticable, can ny fail of compaſſing 
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Meroz, curſe ye bitterly the 


human Labour conſpiring, it is only in Behalf of 


. thoſe who are ready to do their beft, but unable to 
. do an 
rable 


Thing, m_y overpowered by the inſupe- 
Difficulty of Things: But He never doth a& 
Miracles, or controul Nature, He never doth 


| ſtretch forth his Arm, or interpoſe ſpecial Power 
in Favour of wilful and affected Sluggards. 


In fine, it is very plain, both in common Ex- 
perience, (declaring the Courſe of Providence) and 
in Holy Scripture, {expreſſing Gop's Intention) 
that Almighty GOD doth hold forth all good 


Things, as the Prizes and Recompenees of our vi- 


gilant Care and painful Endeavour; as by ſurvey- 


ing Particulars we may clearly diſcern. 


NoTHinG is more grateful to Men, than Suc- 


ceſs in their Undertakin 5 whereby they attain 


their Ends, ſatisfy their Deſires, ſave their Pains; 
this commonly is the Effect of Induſtry, and ſcarce 
ever is found without it: An induſtrious Perſon, 
who, as ſuch, is not apt to attempt Things impoſ- 


his Deſigns, becauſe he will apply all Means requi- 
ſite, and bend all his Forces thereto; ſtriving to 
break through all Difficulties, and to ſubdue all 
Oppoſitions thwarting his Purpoſes: But Nothing 


of Worth or Weight can be atchieved with half a 
Mind, with a faint Heart, with a lame Endeavour: 
Any Enterprize undertaken without Reſolution, - 


managed without Care, proſecuted without Vigour, 
will eaſily be daſhed, ending in Diſappointment, 
Damage, and Diſſatisfaction: So the wiſe Man 


doth allure us, The Soul of the Sluggard deſireth and 


hath 
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| hath Neebing,* but the Soul of the Diligent Jhall + 
made fat: The one pineth away with ineffeQual 
* z the other thriveth upon proſperous Suc- 


PrenTIFUuL Accommodations for our Suſte- 
- nance and Convenience, Men will agree to be de- 
ſirable; and theſe are indeed the Bleſſings of Him, 
robo vifiterh the Earth, and enricheib it; who crown- 
erb the Year with his Goodneſs; and wheſe Clouds 
' drop Fatneſs; But they are fo diſpenſed by Heaven, 
that Induſtry muſt concur therewith in deriving 
them to us, and Sloth will debar us of them; for 
He (faith the Holy Oracle) hat tilleth his Land, 
Hall be ſatisfied with Bread; and the T houghts 9 Big 
Diligent alone tendeth to Plenteorſneſs : But the 
gard ? Boll beg in Harveſt, and have Nothing; and th 
tale Soul ſhall ſu offer Hunger. 


WEALTH is that which generally Men . 
to deſire, as the g Storehouſe of their Needs 


and Conveniences; and moſt evident it is, that in 


the natural Courſe of ive 0 Induſtry i is the Wa 
to acquire it, to ſecure it, to enlarge it; which 
Courſe purſued innocently and modeſtly, Gop will 
be ſo far from obſtructing, that He will further and 
bleſs it: Indeed it would be a Flaw in Providence, 
if honeſt Induſtry, uſing the Means it affordeth, 
mould fail of procuring a Competency ; z which, 
joined with a pious Contentedneſs, in St. Paul's 
Computation, is t Wealth. Wherefore, al- 
though Solomon telleth us, that the Bleſſing if the 
Lomp' is that which maketh rich; yet he doth not 
| t or contradict himſelf, when he doth alſo af- 
firm, that the Hand of the Diligent maketh rich; 
and that he who gathereth by Labour ſhall Te th 
* Gon blelleth the Indultrjous, and by his 
own 


* oy > - e * * 
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own Hand, as the moſt proper Inſtrument, maketh 
him rich. 1 


ANOTHER yet more precious Good, far ſur- 
paſſing all external Advantages, is Wiſdom, I mean, 
right een about Matters of higheſt Import- 
ance to us. Now this is the Prize of Induſtry, and 
not to be gained without it : Nature conferreth Jit- 
tle thereto, Fortune much leſs; it cannot be bought 
at any Rate: It cannot (faith Fob) be gotten for 
Gold, neither ſhall Silver be weighed. for the Prace 
theres It cannot be valued with the Gold of Ophir, 
with the precious Onyx, or the Sapphire: It is the 
Off- ſpring of watchful Obſervation and Experience, 
of ſerious Meditation and Study ; of careful Re- 
flection on Things, marking, comparing and weigh- 
ing their Nature, their Worth, their Tendencies 
and Conſequences : Theſe are needſul to the get- 
ting of Wiſdom ; becauſe Truth, which it ſeeketh 
commonly, doth not lie in the Surface, obvious to 
a a ſuperficial Glance, nor only dependeth on a ſim- 
ple Conſideration of few Things ; but is lodged 
deep in the Bowels of Things, and under a knotty 
Complication of various Matters; fo that we muſt 
dig to come at it, and labour in unfolding it; nor 
is it an eaſy Taſk ta avoid the Prejudices ſpringing 
from Inclination and Temper, from Education or 
. Cuſtom, from Paſſion and Intereſt, which cloud the 

Mind, and obſtruct the Attainment of Wiſdom. 


| Ir we will have it, we muſt get it as Solomon 

himſelf did, that great Maſter of it: How was that? 
I gave (faith he) my Heart to know Wiſdom He, 
who made it his Choice before all Things; who ſo 
earneſtly and ſo happily pray'd for it; upon whom 
it is ſo expreſly ſaid, that 
ſure did beſtow itz who averreth God to be the 
ſole Donor of it, (for the Lonn, faith he, grueth 


dom, 


D in a plentiful Mea- 


vi eſſing, he arrived at that Stock of renown- 
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Wiſdom, out of his Mouth cometh Knowledge and 
— phi he, did firſt give his Heart to 
it, before it was given into his Heart: He did not 


only gape for it, to receive it by mere Infuſion; 
but he worked and ſtudied hard ſor it: He was 
indeed a gteat Student, an inquiſitive Searcher in- 
to Nature, a curious Obſerver of the World, 2 


profound Conſiderer and Comparer of Things; 
and ” that induſtrious Courſe, promoted by Di- 
ne B 


- And the fame Method it is, which he preſefi- 


beth to us; exhorting us, that tue inline or Eur 


unto V iſaom, and apply our Heart to-Underſtanding ; 


that we cry after Knowledge, and liſt np our Voice 
For Under/tanding:; that we ſeek her as Silver, and 


for ber at for bid Tanne in following 
vrhich Courſe he doth: aſſure us of good Succeſs; for 


kben (ſaith he) ſhalt thou underfland the Fear ef th 
Lonp, and find the Knowledge of 'GoD, which is 


dme chief Part of Wiſdom. 


Taxes indeed is the only Ways Adlers is nt 


capable of fo rich and noble a Purchaſe; a ſloth-⸗ 


ul Perſon may be conceited, but he can never be 


- wiſe:; A Sluggard (faith Salomon) ig _ in his vtun 


Cenceit, than ſeven Men that can r a-Reaſon; 


this Conceit of Wiſdom is a natural Iſſue of his 


* 


1 


£ 


A 


4 
N 
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Ignorance; and it is indeed no fmall Part of his 

ally, mat he doth not perceive it; being no leſs 
fupid in Reflection on his owa Mind, than in 
©eonfidering other Matters: Being always in a 


Slumber, be will oſten fall into fuch pleaſant 
Dreams; and no Wonder that he ſhould preſume 
upon abundance of Knowledge, who not liſting to 
take a $5 in the Search. of Things, doth 
fnatch the fuſt Appearances, doth embrace every 
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Suggeſtion of his Fancy, every Conceit gratifying, 
u. A os, for Truth. "£4 282 ot? 5 


WHarT ſhould I ſpeak of Learning, or the 
Knowledge of various Things, tranſcending vulgar 
Apprehenſion? Who knoweth not that we cannot 
otherwiſe reach any Part of that than by aſſiduous 
Study and Contemplation? Who doth. not find 
that all the Power in the World is not able to 
command, nor all the Wealth of the Indies to 
purchaſe one Notion ?? Who can be ignorant that 
no Wit alone, or Strength of Parts can ſuffſice, 
without great Induſtry, to frame any Science, to 
learn any one Tongue, to know the Hiſtory of 
Nature, or of Providence ? It is certainly by He- 


by much Exerciſe and Endurance of Pains, that 
any one can arrive to the Mark of being learned 
or ſkilful in any Sort of Knowledge, 


Bur farther yet, Virtue, the nobleſt.Endow-«. 
ment, and richeſt Poſſeſſion whereof Man is ca- 
pable ; the Glory of our Nature, the Beauty of 
our Soul, the goodlieſt Ornament, and the firmeſt 
Support of our Life; that alſo is the Fruit and 
Bleſſing of Induſtry; that of all Things moſt in- 
diſpenſibly doth require it. It doth not grow in us 
by Nature, nor befall us by Fortune; for Nature 
is ſo far from producing it, that it yieldeth mi A 
Obſtacles to its Birth, there being in the beſt Diſ- 
poſitions much Averſeneſs. from all Good, and 
great Proneneſs to all Evil; Fortune doth not; 
further it, but caſteth in Rubs and Hindrances. 
thereto, every Condition preſenting its Allure», 
ments, or its Affrightments from it; all T hings, 

1 Within 
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within us and about us conſpire to render its Pro. 


duction and its Practice laborious. 


Ir is (it is true) a Gift of Heaven, and cannot 
be obtained without a ſpecial Influence of Divine 
Grace ; but it is given as Children are (of whom 
it is ſaid, Lo Children are an Heritage of the Lon, 
and the Fruit of the Womb is his __— not with- 
out fore Travail and Labour of the Mother, not 
without grievous Difficulty and Pangs in the Birth: 


In our Converſion to embrace Virtue Gop doth. 


guide us; but to what? To fit ſtill; no, to walk, 
to run in his Ways; Grace doth move us, but 
whereto ? To do Nothing; no, but to ſtir and act 
vigorouſly ; The Holy Spirit doth belp our Infirmi- 
ties; but how could it help them, if we did not 


conjoin our beſt (tho* weak) Endeavours with its 


Operations? To what doth it arm , or 
co-help us, but to firive again/? Sin, te work Righ- 
teouſnefs, to perform Duty with earneſt Intention 
of Mind, and laborious Activity? “ Gop (ſaith 
„ St. Chry/e/tome) hath parted Virtue with us, and 
c neither hath left all to be in us, Jeſt we ſhould 


„ pe elated to Pride, nor Himſelf hath taken all, 


<6 leſt we ſhould decline to Sloth,” 


Acco our Growth in Grace implies 
the moſt difficult Efforts of Soul; the extirpating 


rooted Prejudices and Notions from our Under- 


ſtanding; the bending a ſtiff Will, and rectifying 
crooked Inclinations ; the over-ruling a rebellious 
Temper; curbing eager and importunate Appe- 
tites 3- taming wild Paſſions ; withſtanding violent 
Temptations ; ſurmounting many Difficulties, and 
ſuſtaining many Troubles; the ſtruggling with 
various unruly Luſts within, and encountring 


many ſtout Enemies abroad, which affault our | 


Faith, and war again/t the Soul On ſuch Exer- 


ciſes 


* 
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ciſes its Growth, its Subſiſtence dependeth ; ſo. 
that from any Diſcontinuance or Remiſſion of 


them it would ſoon decay, languiſh away, and 


- 


Wnar Attention, what Circumſpection and 
Vigilancy of Mind, what Intention of Spirit, what . 
Force Reſolution, what Command and Care 
over ourſelves doth it require to keep our Hearts. 
from vain Thoughts evil Deſires; to guard 
our Tongue from wanton, unjuſt, uncharitable 
Diſcourſe ; to order our Steps uprightly and ſtea- 
dily in all Paths of Duty? <* And what (as St. 
« Chryſoftome aſketh) of all Things belonging to 
« Virtue is not laborious?” It is no ſmall Taſk 
to know it, wherein it conſiſteth, and what it de- 
mandeth of us; it is a far more painful Thing to 
conform our Practice nnto its Rules and Dictates. 


Ix travelling in a rough Way, if climbing up a 
ſteep Hill, if combating ſtern Foes, and fighting 
ſharp Battles, if crofling the Grain of our Nature 
and Deſires, if continually holding a ſtrict Rein 
over all our Parts and Powers, be Things of La- 
bour and Trouble, then greatly ſuch is the Prac- 
tice of Virtue. #46 


_ InDgeD each Virtue hath its peculiar Difficulty, 
needing much Labour to maſter it: Faith is called 
yo wigews, the Mort of Faith; and it is no ſuch 
ealy Work, as may imagined, to bring, our 
Hearts unto a thorough Perſuaſion about Truths 
croſſing our ſenſual Conceits, and controlling our 
peeviſh Humours, unto a. perſect Submiſſion of 
our Underſtanding, and Refignation of our Will 
to whatever Gon teacheth or preſcribeth; to a. 
firm Reſolution of adhering to that ProſeTion 
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us to ſo many Troubles. 


_ © CnarrTyY alſo implies a laborious Exerciſe of 
many good Works, and he that will practiſe it 


muſt in divers Ways labour hardly: He muſt. la- 


bour in voiding from his Soul many Diſpoſitions 
deeply radicated therein by Nature, Opinion and 
Cuſtom, Envy, Frowardneſs, Stubbornneſs, per- 


verſe and vain Selfiſnneſs, from whence Wrath, 


Revenge, Spite and Malice ſpring forth; he muſt 


labour in effectual Performance, of all good Of. 
fices, and in catching all Occaſions of doing Good; 
he muſt exert that Labour of Love, whereof St. 
Paul ſpeaketh ; he muſt (as that holy Apoſtle di- 
recteth, not only in Precept, but by his own 
Practice) work with his own Hands, that he may 
ſopply the Wants of his Neighbour. 


Horz itſelf (which one would think, when 
grounded well, ſhould be a no lefs eaſy than plea- 
ſant Duty) doth need much Labour to preſerve it 
ſafe and ſtable, among the many Waves and Bil- 
lows of Temptation aſſaying to ſhake and ſubvert 
it; whence Patience of Hope is recommended to 

us; and we ſo often are exhorted to hold it faſt, 
to keep it ſure, firm and unſhaken to the End. 


- TEMPER ANCE alſo demandeth no ſmall Pains; 

it being no light Buſineſs to check our greedy Ap- 
petites, to ſhun the Enticements of Pleaſure, to 
eſcape the Snares of Company and Example, to 
rt the III-will and Reproaches of thoſe Zea- 

lots and Bigots for Vice; who cannot tolerate any 
Non-conformity to their Extravagancies; but (as 


St. Peter expreſſeth it) think it range | = others di 
0 


t, ſpeak- 
WHraT 


not run with them to the ſamg Exceſs of 


which exucteth of us ſo much Pains, and expoſeth 


his Reward. 
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WHrarT ſhould I ſpeak of Mee tneſi, of Patience, 
of Humility, of Contentedneſs ? Is it not manife 


how laborious thoſe Virtues are, and what Pains 
are neceſſary in the obtaining, in the Exerciſe of 


them? What Pains, I fay, they require in the 


Suppreſſion of froward Humours, in the quelling 


fierce Paſſions, in the brooking grievous Croſſes 


and Adverſities, in the bearing heinous Injuries 


and Aﬀeronts ? | | 


Tuus doth all Virtue require much Induſtry, 
and it therefore neceſſatily muſt itſelf be a great 


Virtue, which is the Mother, the Nuiſe, the 
Guardian of all Virtues; yea which indeed is an 
Ingredient and conſtitutive Part of every Virtue; 
for if Virtue were eaſily obtainable or practicable 
without a good Meaſure of Pains, how could it be 
Virtue? What Excellency could it have, what 
Praiſe could it have, what R a 
Gop hath. indeed mide the beſt Things not eaſily 


? 


eward could it e 


obtainable, hath ſet them out of our Reach, to 


_ exerciſe our Induſtry in getting them, that we 


might raiſe ourſelves up to them, that being ob- 
tained they may the more deſerve our Efteem, and 


LasTLY, The ſovereign Good, the laſt Scope 
of our Actions, the Top and Sum of our Deſires, 
Happineſs itſelf, or eternal Life in perfect Reſt, Joy 
and Glory; although it be the ſupreme Gift of 
Gon, and ſpecial Boon of Divine Grace, (the Gift 
of Gop' Grace is eternal Life) yet it alſo by Gon 

imſelf is declared to be the Reſult or Reward of 
Induſtry ; for we are commanded to wert out our 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling; and to give Di- 
ligence in making our Calling and Election ſure: Aud 


Gon (faith St. Paul) will render to every Man ac- 
cording to his Mortis; > them, wha by patient Can- 
X 2 


tinuance 
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tinuance in Mell. doing, ſeek Glory, and Honour, and 
Immortality, eternal Life : And in the Cloſe of 
Gop's Book it is proclaimed, as a Truth of the 
greateſt Moment, Bleſſed are they that do bis Com- 
mandments, that they may have Right to the Tree if 
Lie. It is plainly Induſtry, which climbeth the 
holy Mount; it is Induſtry, which taketh tbe Ring- 
"dom of Heaven by Ferce; it is Induſtry, which [+ 
runneth as to obtain the Prize, which ſo fighteth as te 
receive the Crown, which ſo watcheth as to ſecure 
our everlaſting Intereſt to us. 


Tus do the choiceſt good Things, of which 
we are capable, ſpring from Induſtry, or depend 
upon it; and no conſiderable Good can be attained 
without it: Thus all the Gifts of Gop are by it 
conveyed to us, or are rendered in Effect beneficial 
to us; for the Gifts of Nature are but Capacities, 
which it improveth; the Gifts of Fortune or Pro- 
vidence are but Inftruments, which it employeth 
to our Uſe; the Gifts of Grace are the Supports 
and Succours of it; and the very Giſt of Glory is 
its Fruit and Recompence. _ 
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eee 
SERMON IX. 


Of Induſtry in e Calli 2 


as Chri ſliaus. 


. * > * . . bs, 
Roll. wit 
OM. XII. 11. 


Wos flothful in Buſmeſs 


TNDUSTRY is a very eminent Virtue, being an 
Ingredient (or the Parent) of all other Virtues, 
of conſtant Uſe upon all Occaſions, and * 
Influence upon all our Affairs. 


For it is our Nature framed; all our Powers 
of Soul and Body A fitted for it, requiring it 

for their Preſervation an Perſection. 
Wx were deſigned for i it in our firſt happy State; ; 
and upon our Lapſe Ke were farther doomed to 
3 it 


g 
„ 


% 
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ity as the ſole Remedy of our Needs and the Incon. 
veniences, to which we became expoſed. For 


WqrTHOUT it we cannot well ſuſtain or ſecure 


dur Life in the Enjoyment of any Comfort or Con - 


venience ; we mult work to earn our Food, our 
Cloathing, our Shelter; and to ſupply every Indi- 
gency of Wanne which our Nature doth 
Crave. 


To it tes hath kid the beſt, and med de- 
firable Rewards; Succeſs to our Undertakings, 
Wealth, Wiſdom, Virtue, Salvation; all whick 
as they flow from God's Bounty, and depend on 
his Blefling ; ſo from them they are uſually con 
ed to us throu « (Sw Induſtry, as the ordinary 
Channel and Inſtrument of attaining them. 


Ir is requiſite to us even for procuring Eaſe, and 
ae a Neceſſity of immoderate Labour. 


It is in itſelf ſweet and ſatisfactory; as freeing 


our Mind from Piſtraction, and wrecking Irreſo- 


lution ; as feeding us with good Hope, and X ond 
ing a Foretaſte of its good Fruits. 


IT furniſheth us with Courage to attempt, and 
Reſolution to atchieve Things needſul, r of 
us, and profitable to us. | 


IT is attended with à good "© DPLIH and 
| ** Reflections, of having well ſpent our Time, 
_ employed ous Talents to good Advantage. 


Ir ſweetneth our Enjoyments, and ſcafoneth o our 
Attainments with a WEI Reliſh. 


. 


ſeveral Occaſions. 271 


Ir is the Guard of Innocence, and barreth out 
Temptations to Vice, to Wantonneſs, to vain Cu- 
riofity and Pragmaticalneſs, 


Ir is neceſſary for every Condition and Station, 

for every Calling, for every Relation; no Man 
without it being able to deport himſelf well in any 
State, to manage any Buſineſs, to diſcharge any 
Sort of Duty. 


To it the World is indebted for ail the Culture, 
which advanceth it above rude and ſordid Barba- 
riſm ; for whatever in common Life is comely, or 
uſeful, Induſtry hath contrived it, Induſtry hath 
compoſed and framed it. 


Ir is recommended to us by all Sort of Patterns 
conſiderable; for all Nature is continually buſy 
and active in Tendency:toward-its proper Deſigns; 
Heaven and Earth work in unceſſant Motion; e- 
very living Creature is employed in procuring its 
Suſtenance; the bleſſed Spirits are always on the 
ing in diſpatching the Commands of Gop, and 
miniſtring Succour to us; Gop Himſelf is ever 
watchful, and ever buſy in preſerving the World, 
and providing for the Needs of every 8 | 


Tux Lives of our bleſſed Saviour, of all the Par- 
triarchs, the Prophets, the Apoſtles, the Saints in 
this Reſpect have been more exemplary ; no Vir- 
tue being more conſpicuous in their Practice than 
Induſtry in performing the hard Duties, and pain- 
ful Taſks impoſed on them for the Service of Gop, 
and the Benefit of Mankind. 


Sucn is the Virtue upon which I have formerly 


diſcourſed in general, but ſhall now more ſpecially 
conſider, 
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conſider, in Reference to its moſt proper Matter, 


Buſineſs, explaining and preſſing it accordingly. 


BE not flothful in Buſineſs (that is in Diſcharge of 
it) or to Buſineſs (that is to undertake it) this is 
_ the Rule; the Nature and Needfulneſs whereof we 

hall declare. OE | 


By owv% (Buſinefs) we may underſtand any Ob- 
ject of our Care and Endeavours which doth re- 
quire them, and may deſerve them; which by Rea- 
ſon of its Difficulty cannot well be accompliſhed or 
attained without them; and which is productive of 
fome Fruit or Recompence anſwerable to them. 


TE proper Object of our Induſtry, is true Bu- 


fineſs ; or that which is incumbent on a Man to do, 


or by Dictate of R „ as conducing to ſome 
good Purpoſe ; ſo that in Effect it will turn to Ac- 
count, and finally will pay him for his Labour of 
Mind or Body; that which the Wiſe Man did in- 
tend, when he adviſed, I batever thy Hand findeth 
to de, do it with all thy Might ; whatever thy Hand 
findeth, that is, whatever by Divine Appointment 
(by the Command or Providence of Gop) or which 
upon rational Deliberation, doth occur as Matter 
of our Action; compriſing every good Purpoſe 
and reaſonable Undertaking incident to us. 


Bur our Buſineſs, according to the holy Apoſ- 


either in Way of wach being required by Gop; 


tle's Intent, may be ſuppoſed eſpecially to be theWork | 


of our Calling ; to which each Man hath a peculi- 


ar Obligation ; and which therefore is moſt propet- 


ly his Buſineſs. 


No this Buſineſs, our Calling, is double; our 
general Calling, which is common to us all by Chri- 
: 1aNs 5 


- * 
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ſtians; and our particular Calling, which peculiar- 
ly belongeth to us, as placed in a certain Station, 
either in the Church or State. In both which Vo- 
cations that we are much obliged and concerned to 
be induſtrious, ſhall be now. my Buſineſs to de- 
clare. | | | 


I. As to our general Calling (that ſublime, that 
heavenly, that holy Vocation) in which by Divine 
Grace, according to the evangelical Diſpenſation, 
we are engaged, that neceſſarily requireth, and 
moſt highly deſerveth from us a great: Meaſure, of 
Induſtry ; the Nature and Deſign of it requireth, 
the Fruit and Reſult of it deſerveth our utmoſt. Di- 
ligence; all Sloth is inconſiſtent with diſcharging 
the Duties, with enjoying the Hopes, and obtain- 
ing the Benefits thereof. For, 

Ir is a State of continual Work, and is expreſ- 
ſed in Terms importing abundant, inceſſant, in- 
tenſe Care and Pain; for to be indeed Chriſtians, 
We muſt work aut our Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling : We muſt by patient Continuance in N ell. doi 
feek for Glery, Honour and Immortality. We mu 
wall ꝛworthy of the LoRD to ail I ell. pleaſing, being 
fruitful in every goed Work: We muſt be rich in 
gord Works, and filled with the Fruits of Righteouſ- 
neſe, which are by Jeſus Chriſt to be Praiſe and 
Glory of God: 2 are Gop's ort manſbip created 
in Chriſt Jeſus unto goad Works, which GoD hath 
before ordained that we ſhould walt in then. 


Wx have a Mind to improve with Virtue and 
Wiſdom, . qualifying us for Entrance into Heaven, 
for Enjoyment 7 
with Angels. 


God's Favour, for Converſation 


+ 
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As Chriftians'we are aſſumed to be Servants of 
God, and re-admitted into his Family, from which 
for our Diſloyalty we had bcen diſcarded; fo that 
as He was our natural Lord, ſo He is now ſuch 
alfo by ſpecial Grace; who did make us, who doth 
maintain us, under whoſe Protection, and at whofe 
| Diſpoſal we ſubſiſt; whence we are obliged to be 
faithfully diligent in his Service; we muſt conſtant- 
ly wait upon Him in devotional Addreſſes; we muſt 
carefully ſtudy to know his Pleaſure 3; we muſt en- 
deavour exactly to perform his Will; we muſt 
ftrive to advance his Glory, to promote his Inte- 
Teſt, to improve all Talents and Advantages com- 
mitted to us for thoſe Purpoſes ; we muſt (as St. 
Paul expreſſeth it) always abound in the Work of tht 


Wx muſt alſo look upon ourſelves as Servants of 
I our Redeemer ; who by his Blocd hath pur- 
chaſed us to Himſelf, that we might be zealous 4 
good Works ; performing a Service to Him, whi 
conliſteth in a faithful Diſcharge of manifold Pu- 
ties; and in Purſuance of all Virtue; with moſt 
intent Application of Mind, with-expedite Promp- 
titude, with accurate Circumſpection.; giving al 
Diligence (as St. Peter ſpeaketh) in adding one Vir- 
tue to another; being ready (as St. Paul ſaith) 10 
every good Mert; and ſeeing that we walk circum- 
fpettly, or behave ourſelves exactly according to 
the Rules of Duty in all our Converſation. 


Tuts Service requireth of us aſſiduous Atten- 
dance on Works of Piety and Devotion; that we 
inceſſamiy watch te Prayers, that we aways giv! 
Thanks, that we continually offer up" the Sacrifice © 
Praiſe to Gon. R 
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Ir demandeth from us a continual Labour of Cha- 
rity; that -we ſerve one another in Love; that we. 
ſhould as we Opportunity, work Good to. all 
Men, that we ſhould always purſue Good toward ane 
another, and toward all Men. 5 


Ir obligeth us with all our Powers, to purſue 
Peace with all Men (which conſidering our natural 
Peeviſhneſs, Pride, and Perverſeneſs is often no eaſy 
Taſk) and that we do owdafo, udionuſly endeavour. 
ta keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of; Peace. 


IT chargeth on us contentedly and patiently to, 
undergo. whatever Gop doth impoſe of Burthen or 
Sufferance, ſo that Patience have its perfect Mort; 
and it is a crabbed Work, to bend our ftiff-Incli- 
nations, to quell our refractory Paſhons, to make 
our ſturdy Humour buckle thereto. 


IT doth exact that we ſhould govern and. regu= 


late, according to very ſtrict Laws, all the Faculties 

of our Soul, all the Members of our Body, all in- 

ternal Motions,. and all external Actions, proceed- 

ing from us; that we ſhould check our Inclinati- 
ons, curb our Appetites, and compoſe our Paſſions; 

that we ſhould guard our Hearts from vain Thoughts 

and Deſires; that we ſhould bridle our Tongues” 
from-evil and from idle Diſcourſes ; that we ſhould 

order our Steps in the ſtreight Way of Righteouſ- 
IO defleCting to the right Hand or to the 
ett, 4 | | | 


In the Diſcharge of this Service how many rough 
Difficulties are there to be ſurmounted, how many 
8 Obſtacles to be removed, now many ſtout 

ppoſitions to be encountered, how many potent 
Enemies to be vanquiſhed, how many ſore Hard- 
ſhips, Croſſes and Tribulations to be endured A 

e ow 
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How ſhrewd a Taſk muſt we find it, to morti- 
fy our earthly Members, to crucify our Flefh with 
its Affections and Luſts, to pull out our right Eyes, 
and cut off our right Hands, to renounce 'our 
worldly Intereſts, to hate our neareſt Relations, to 
take up, and bearour Crofs ; whenever Conſcience 
calleth us thereto? 2 e 


Ou Calling therefore doth require great Induſ- 

and the Buſineſs of it conſequently is well re- 
preſented by thoſe Performances, which demand 
the greateſt Intention, and laborious Activity; 
It is ſtiled Exerci/e, (agoniſtick and aſcetick Exer- 
ciſe; opal oraurw mp; i,, Exerciſe thyſelf to 
Gedlineſs ; and i TIrv avr, ad, Herein I exerciſe 
myſelf to have always a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
ward Gop and teward Men; )Wreſtling, (u d van, 


Our M reſtling is not only againſt Fleſh and Blood, 


but againſt Principalities and Powers ;) Running a 


Noce, (Let us run with Patience the Race that is ſet 


5 us; ſo run that we may obtain; I preſs toward 
the Mark for the Prize of the high Calling.) A M ar- 
fare, a Combating, [ Mar a goed Warfare, holding 
Faith and a good 7g eb fight the good Fight; 
thou therefore endure 

Jeſus Chriſt ; Every Man that flriveth for the Maſ- 
tery is temperate in all Things; ) offering Violence; 
(The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Violence; and the 
Vicdlent take it by Force) Watching, ¶ Let us not ſleep 
as ds others, but let us watch and be ſober; IWatch 
ye, land faſt in the Faith, quit you like Men, be 
firong. 5 2 


Hence the Precepts importing the general Te. 
nor of chriſtian Practice are uſually couched in 
Terms implying great Sedulity and Contention of 
Soul; Ave, Strive /o enter at the flrait Gale; 
Let us labour therefore to enter into that Rg; La- 


bour 


I as a good Soldier of 
2 


1 a. 


% oc > ew 


—> bh. Ao, ( ( 


be Ss, AG... , a. i had 


leur not, for the Meat that periſpeth, but for that 


fuch Things, be oe wh that ye may be faund 


the greateſt Inducements and 
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Meat which endureth to cverlaſting Life ; Give Di- 
ligence to make Calling and Election ſure; Gird 
the Loins of your Mind, be ſober and hope to-the 
254; Wherefore, Brethren, ſeeing that ye 9 1 
F Him 


in Peace, without Spot and blameleſi. 


SUCH is the Work of our general Calling, and 
ſo much Induſtry it challen from us; with 
great Reaſon indeed, for that ſuch Work is need- 
ul to our Happineſs, and that our Labour will 
certainly be rewarded therewith. \ 4%; 


Tn Work indeed of itſelf is moſt worthy to 
employ us; doth moſt become us, doth much - 
dorn us, doth beſt befit our Divine Extraction and 
large Capacity; is the nobleſt, the ſweeteſt Em- 


ployment that could take us up 3 but we have x 
couragements 


lible for our Induſtry therein. 


THERE are by the Divine Mercy Wa aſſign- 
ed abundantly rn to r yea in- 
finitely ſurpaſſing it; there is a great (or a mani- 
fold) Hire for our ſlender and ſimple Performances; 
there are ſeveral noble Prizes highly worth our 
ſtriving for with our utmoſt Strength and Conten- 
tion of Soul. $4 


In Recompence thereof we affuredly enjoy in this 
tranſitory State the ſpecial Favour and Love of Gop, 
with his conſtant Protection and Care for our 
Good; his faithful Direction, and friendly Aff 
tance to guide us, and uphold us in all our Ways, 
to bleſs and proſper our Undertaking, to ſupply us 
in our Needs, and comfort us in our Diftrelles, ſo 
that we ſhall lack nothing that is Good, that no 


. Vol. XXXV. 
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Evil hal! happen to us, that en work 2 
gether for our Good. OE OP 


4, Hall thereb hereby eaſt the Saticfaicns Us ak 
Mind, and a found Conſcience, quickned by the 
Conſolations of the Divine Spirit; the Peace of Gov 
ruling in our Hearts, which Win all e 


2 will). 


© We ſhalt en — this Moment i is paſ⸗ 
ſed over, and our ſhort Day's Work di (patches, 
receive from God's bountiful Hand an unconceive- 
able Affluence of good Things, an eternal Perma- 
nence of Life; undiſturbed R , indefeQibleWealth, 
Incffable Joy, incorru * 8 « un- 
Pateable. | 


"He (faith our rl that reapetb, receivith 
Wages, and SHITE Fruit unto Life e everlaſting. | 


To them (faith St. Paul) tobo by patient Continu- 
ance in Well: doing ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and 


99 1 "1 Gop ia renek will beſtow eternal 
Life. And 
I nave (faith t the Bleſſed Tahir of 1 
Paught the. 45 Fi %% I have 1 my Courſe, 


422 kept the Faith; hencef##th there is laid up for 
me a Crown of Righteouſneſs. 


War more effeQual Incentive can as be to 
Maaß in, this Buſineſs, than to conſider that 
which St. Paul ſo often doth inculcate ; Knowing 


that whatſotver good Thing any Man doeth, the ſame 


E. ed Far the Sake) \ be ſhall receive of the 
oRD:; and #12winz that (in Conſideration of our 


Service dane to the Lox p) of the Lon. woe 
receive the Riward of the Inheritance. hs 
Ot A 
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 Waar. Exhortation can be more firmly ground- 
ed, or ſtrongly backed, than is that of the Apoſtle, 
Therefore my | 691508 be ye fledfaft, unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the M ort of the LORD ;, fora uch 
as ye know, that your Labour is not in vatn in the 


5 
40 1 


Lord? | TFF 


Ma v it not alſo much encourage us to In 
to be aſſured, that not only the Kind of our Work, 
but the Degree of our L ſhall be conſidered 
and requited,. in juſt Proportion; ſo that the hard- 
er we Work, the higher we ſhall be rewarded, for 
ta each one (ſaith our Lok p) the Son of Man ſhall 
render a Reward zata Tw weatw avre according to 
his W every one (faith St. Paul) bait re- 
ceive the prolly xata To dd xd his proper Re- 
ward accerding to his proper York; whence we have 
Reaſon to oblerve St. John's Advice, Look to your- 
ſelves, that ye loſe not thoſe Things which ye Baus 
gained, but that ye receive a full Reward. YES 


To be negligent or flothful in fuch a Caſe, for 
Want of a little Care and Pains to forfeit fuch Ad- 
vantages, what a Pity, what a Folly is it ? Were 
an Opportunity preſented by a little minding our 
Buſineſs, and beſtirring ourſelves. to procure a 
fair Eſtate, or good Preferment, would not he be 
deemed mad, who ſhould fit fill, and forego that 
Advantage? How much more Wildnefs is it to b. 
drowſy and ſluggiſh in this Caſe, thereby loſing e- 
Tra) Bliſe and 221 Well thereſore might the 
Apoſtle ſay, How Hall we eſcape, if we neglect 
ag $ 2 ? How ſhall 25 Ns not 2 2 
in, and Guilt of baſeſt Ingratitude toward Him 
that graciouſly doth offer it, but the Imputation 
of moſt wretched Folly, in being fo much want- 
ing to bd own Mitereſt F TR A or 0 
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Is it not a ſad Thing, to obſerve what Pains 
Men will throw away upon Things of ſmall or 
no Concernment to them? Yea what Toi] and 
Drudgery they will ſuſtain in the Service of Satan, 
in Purſuit of Sin, in the Gratification of their 
Vanities and Luſts? e 


Wnäàr Pains will a covetous Wretch take in 
ſcraping for Pelf, how will he rack his Mind with 
carking Sollicitude to get, to keep, to ſpare it? 
How will he tire his Spirits with reſtleſs Travel! 
How will he pinch his Carcaſe for Want of what 
Nature craveth ? What Infamy and Obloquy 
will he endure for his niggardly Parſimony and 
Sordidneſs? boned 


How much Labour will an ambitious Man 
2 for Preferment , or vain Honour ? To 
ow many tedious Attendances, to how pitiful. 
Servilities will he ſubmit ? What ſore Croſſes and 
Diſappointments will he ſwallow, what Affronts 
and Indignities wil] he digeſt, without deſiſting 
from his Enterprize? : WT” 


4 How wil! a Man (as St. Paul obſerved) wars 
racarwnIa, endure all painful Abſtinence and Con- 
tinence in Order to the obtaining @ corruptib/e 
Crown, a fading Garland of Bays, à Puff of vain 
Applauſe ?. * „ | 


- Wnrar Diligence will Men uſe to compaſs the 
Enjoyment of forbidden Pleaſures ; how watchſul 
in catching Opportunities, how eager in Queſt of 
Naw will they be ; what Difficulties will they un- 
dertake, what Hazards will they incur, what In- 
conveniences will they ſuſtain rather than fail of 
fatisfying their Deſires ? "OTE OT IR 


2 | wo WuATr 


that in Reference whereto. St. Paul de 
Every Man as the Lonxp hath called him, 


herein he was ca led; let him ſo abide, as faith 
fully to proſecute the Work, and diſcharge the 


Several Occahons. 28 
Wunar Akings of Head and Heart, what Pangs 
of Mind, what Anxieties of Regre and Fe 

will eyery Worker of Iniquity undergo ? So faith- 
ful Friends bath this vain and evil World; fo dili- 
gent Servants hath the accurſed Lord thereof; 

carefull and laborious will Men be to deſtroy ant 
damn themſelves: O that we could be willing to 
ſpend as much Care and Pains in the Service of 


our GD; O that we were as true Friends of 


_ ourſelves. O that we could be as induſtrious. for 


our Salvation; that is, in the Buſineſs of our ge- 
neral Calling; which baying conſidered, get us 


proceed to the other Buſineſs belonging to us: 
which 18. h vi} She.) | Ls | +4 _» Sj 


* 


I. Taz Buſineſs of our 8 Calling 
aut dot reſci ibe, 
P 7 bt - 


& % 


lim waik. Let every Man abide in the 2 * fi 


Duty of it; the Doing which otherwhere he 


termeth wgdooew v a, to do our own Buſineſs 


(working with our Hands) and injoineth it in Op- 


poſition to thoſe two great Peſts of Life, Sloth and 
pragmatical Curioſity ; or the Neglect of our 
own, and meddling with other Mens Affairs. 


E 1 2 Eg Kat 3 17 
Tuts the Apoſtle nameth our Calling, becauſe 


we are called or appointed thereto by Divine Pro- 
vidence; for he taketh it for granted, that to each 


Man in this World Gop hath affigned a certain 


Station, unto which peculiar Action is ſuited; in 
which Station he biddeth him quietly to abide, till 
Providence fairly doth tranſlate him, and during 
ys 8 therein diligently to execute the Work 


„„ 0 
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Every Man is a Member of a double Body, of 
the Civil Commonwealth, and of the Chriſtian 
Church; in Relation to the latter whereof St. 
| Paul telleth us (and what he ſaith by Parity of 
Reaſon may be referred likewiſe to the former) 
that Gop bath ſet the Members every one in the Bo- 
Os as it pleaſeth Him; and as it is in the natural, 
fo it is in every political and ſpiritual Body, ev 
Member hath its proper Uſe and Function; 
Members, (faith St. Paul) have not the ſame Office, 
or the ſame Work and Operation; yet every one 
Hath ſome Work. There is no Member deſigned 
to be idle or uſeleſs, conferring no Benefit to the 
whole; but the whole Body (ſaith the Apoſtle) fith 
Joined together, and compatted by that which every 
Joint ſa eth, according to the effeftual Working in 
"the ure of every Part, mateth —_ o the 
Body, wnto the edifying itſelf in Leue; each Mem- 
der doth conſpire and co-operate to the Strength, 
1 Thriving, and Welfare of the 
e. 


Every Man (who continueth a Man; in his 
Senſes, or in any Degree of natural Integri- 
ty) is by Gop wed with competent A bilities 

to diſcharge ſome Function, uſeful to common 

| Good; to every one fome Talent is committed, 
which in Subordination to Gop's Service he ma 

improve, to the Benefit of the World, Gop's 
temporal; or of the Church, Gop's ſpiritual 


I.r is plainly neceſſary, that the greateſt Part of 
Men ſhould have 2 determinate Work allotted to 
them, that they may ſupport their Life and get 
their Food without being injurious, offenſive, 
or burthenſome to others ; for their Living they 
_ muſt either follow ſome Trade, or they - 


ſeveral Occaſions,” 283 


ſhark and filch, or they muſt beg, or they muſt 
ſtarve. }- 2% * 31 „ M 


Ay the reſt are obliged to do ſomewhat, con- 
ducible to publick ; that they may deſerve 
to live; for a Drone ſhould not be among the 
Bees; nor hath Right to devour the Honey: If 
any Man doth pretend, or preſume that he hath 
nothing to do but to eat, to ſleep, to play, to 
laugh; to enjoy his Eaſe, his Pleaſure, his Hu- 
mour, he thereby doth as it were difclaim a rea- 
ſonable Title of living among Men, and ſharing 
in the Fruits of their Cadufiry. 


Soc an one in the Body of Men what is he 
but an unnatural Excreſcence, fucking Nutriment 
from it, without yielding Ornament or Uſe? 
What is he but aWen deforming and encumbring 
= Body, or a Canker inſeſting and corrupting 


As no Man (at leaft with Decency, Conveni- 
ence and Comfort) can live in the World, with- 
out being obliged to divers other Men for their 
Help in providing Accomodations -for him, fo 
— and Ingenuity {corroborated by Divine 

J of him, that in Commutation 
be, one Way or other, ſhould undertake ſome 
Pains redounding to the Benefit of others. = 


So hath the great Author of Order diftributed 
the Ranks and Offices of Men, in order to mutual 
Benefit and Comfort ; that one Man ſhould plow, 
another threſh, another grind, another labour at 
the Forge, another knit or weave; another fail, 
another trade, another ſuperviſe all theſe, labour- 
ing to keep them all in Order and Peace; that 
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ther with Head and Tongue; all conſpiring 


to one common End, the Welfare of the whole, 
and the Supply of what is uſeful to each particular 


Member. Every Man ſo reciprocally obliging and 
being . obliged; the Prince being obliged to the 


Huſbandman for his Bread, to the Weaver for 
his Cloaths, to the Maſon for bis Palace, to the 
Smith for his Sword; thoſe. being all obliged to 


him for his vigilant Care in protecting them; for 


their Security in purſuing the Work, and 
ing the Fruit of their Induſtry. | _ 


So every Man hath a Calling, and proper Bu- 
Gneſs 3 whereto that Induſtry is required, I need 
not much to prove, the Thing in Reaſon and 
Experience being ſo evident; for what Bu- 
fineſs can be well diſpatched, what Succeſs can 
be expected to any Undertaking, in what Calling 
can any Man thrive without Induſtry ? What 
Buſineſs is there that will go on, or proceed to 
any good Iflue, if we do not carefully look to it, 


enjoy 


ſſteadily hold it in its Courſe, conſtantly puſh 


and drive it forwards? It is true as in Nature, ſo 
in — Affairs, Noching moveth without being 


-  Qur own Intereſt ſhould move us to be induſ- 
_ trious in our Calling, that we may obtain the good 

Effects, of being in a comfortable Subfiſtence 
that we may not ſuffer the Damages and Wants, 
the Diſappointments and Difgraces AN on 
Sloth ; but the chief Motive ſhould be from Piety 
and Conſcience; for that it is a Duty which we 
owe to Gop, For Gop having placed us in our 
Station; he having a 
wo being in Tranſaction. of our Buſineſs his. Ser- 

-vants, we owe to Him that neceſſary Property of 
good Servants, without which Fidelity ' cannot 


ſubſiſt 


to us our Taſk, 
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ſubſiſt ; for how can he be looked on as a faithful 
Servant, who doth not effeCtually perform the 
Work charged on him; or diligently execnte the 
Senn œ ůœũ tft hc 


ST. Paul doth enjoin Servants, that they 
ſhould in all Things obey their Maſters, with con- 
ſcientious Regard to Gon, as therein performing 
Service to Gop, and expecting Recompence from 
Him; and of Princes he faith, that they in Diſ- 

nſation of Juſtice, enacting Laws, impoſing 
Taxes, and all political Adminiſtrations, are the 
| Miniſters of Gop attending conſtantly upon this very 
Thing : And if theſe Extremes, the higheſt an 
loweft of all Vocations, are Services of Gop ; if 
the higheſt upon that Score be tied to ſo much 
Diligence, then ſurely. all middle Places, upon 
the ſame Account of —— toward Gop ex- 
act no leſs. * © a (+ Bos 3% * | I 


Ix he that hath one Talent, and he that hath' 
ten muſt both improve them for Gop's Intereſt, 
then he that hath two, or three, or more, is obli- 
ged to the ſame Duty proportionabl 7 


Evtmry one ſhould conſider the World as the 
Family of that great Pater-familias (of wham the 
whole Family in Heaven and Earth is named) and 
himſelf as an Officer or Servant therein, by Gop's 
Will and Deſignation conſtituted in that Employ- 
ment, into which Providence hath caſt him; to 
confer in his Order and Way ſomewhat toward a 
Proviſion for the Maintenance of himſelf, and of 
his Fellow-ſervants. - Of a ſuperidr Officer our 
Loxp faith, Ibo is that faithful and wiſe Servant, 
whom his LorD' hath made Ritter ever his Houſoold, 
te give them their Meat in dur Seaſon ? So the great- 
eſt Men are as Stewards, Treaſurers, CEE 

Wt. >> ers, 


— 
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in their proper Rank and Capacity. 


_  AnD he that with Diligence. performeth bis re- 
ſpective Duty (be it high and honourable, or 
mean and contemptible in outward Appearance) 
Order and as 
upon the Reck- 
oning Gop will ſay to Him, Mell dame good and 
| fauthful Servant, thou haſt been faithful over @ few 


will pleaſe Gop, as keeping good 
ing uſeſul to his Service; ſo that 


Tings; 1 will make thee Ruler over many Things ; 

enter thou into the Foy of thy LorD. But he that 
dach otherwiſe (behay 

ſluggithly in his 


ervant. inte utter Darkneſs, which W 


ſpoken in Relation to one, who being a Flatterer 
or Sluggard in his Calling did not improve the 


ſpecial Talent entruſted with him for Gop's Ser- 
Vie. 4 1 * 


: i 
ern 
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I fine, if we are conſcientiouſly induſtrious. in 

our Vocation, we ſhall aſſuredly find the Bleſſing 


of Gon thereon ; and that He thereby will convey 
god Succeſs, Comfort, competent Wealth, all 


* 


belong to that Induſtry, which a Man doth 


Way, wherein Divine 


17 * 91 
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lers, or Purveyers; the reſt are inferior Servants 


Ving himſelf caceleſly, or 
uſineſs) will offend God, as 


commitung Diſorder, and being unprofuable. 


Hz committeth Diſorder according to that of 
St. Paul, M hear there are ſome, which walk among 
diforderly, not working at all. His Sentence and 
= will be, according to our Lokpd, O thou 


Fo Kot Ser unn Cat the N 
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deſirable Good unto, us; for all. theſe Things are 
omiſed to, Induſtry, ſo. the Promiſe , eſpecially 


exerciſe in an orderly Courſe of Action in his own 
Wag; or rather in Gop's 


0 0 - $ , 

Providence hath ſet him. 
- * ® 
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AN irregular or impertinent Laboriouſneſs, out 
of a Man's Calling or Sphere; a being diligent in 
other Mens Affairs, invading their Office may 
not claim the Benefit of thoſe Promiſes, or the 
Bleffings of Induſtry: But a Huſbandman, who 
(with conſcientious Regard to Gop, and Confi- 
dence in Him) is painful in tilling his Ground, 
may expect a good Crop; a Merchant who upon 
the ſame Principle, with the like Diſpaſition) 
earneſtly followeth his Trade, may hope for ſafe 
Voyages and good Markets; a Prince carefull 
minding his Affairs may look for Peace and P os 
perity to his Country; a Scholar Rudying hard 
may be well aſſured of getting Knowledge, and 
finding Truth; all who. with honeſt Diligence 
conſtantly purſue their own Buſineſs may confi- 
dently and chearfully hope to reap the Advanta- 


80 ſuitable to it from the favourable Bleſſing of 
0 


D. So that we have all Reaſon to obſerve the 
Apoſtle's Precept, not to be flothful in Bufmeſs. 


Now the Gop of Peace ſanctiſy you wholly, and 
make you per fett in every good Work to do bis Ids 
working in you that which is well-pleafing in his 
S:ght ; through our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 
to whom for ever be all Glory and Praiſe, 


* " 
P ; - - * 1 . 
1. , | 2 £3 4A 
* * n 8 
« * a 7 2 4 4 3 
\ > Ds * 2 > = ws x Y 1 . * , 1 
. 4 . 
: = . + 9 8 1 * 7 5 
n *#K d 3 
4; "ws * * 
5 * 
* 
a — 
* 


* * * [5 : . 4 * 
* 5 * 1 5 C 5 1 * A * * 2 "yr" Tay \ 


oe * ; "&. 1 ; 4 
* 5 4 a 9 IC. . 0 - 
* % % 3, by 9 - 
2:4 4 ; EY 8 4 — * 
4 -# g a 8 | : | * 1 : . 4 f be 4 - 
* * 4 ; 4 * * : 5 4 
Hy 
* * * 8 1 * * * 8 
* 4 0 * 1 5 7 5 1 I 5 +4 
$ S * 8 7 
* 4 8 * > 4 
. 1 ; . 4 . * 
- 
4 * 
F P : 
= * * 5 © 7 — 
«+5 * * Py 
* © 


7 wy $ ; o 
4 8 x ; ; 
? * : 


The” Unſearchableneſs of Gov's 
111 Fedgments. 1 
Rom. xi. 33. 


Hew unſearchable are bis Fudgments, and bis 
15 Ways paſt finding out ? | 


HESE Words are the Cloſe of a Dil- 
putation, wherein St. Paul was engaged 
with the Advocates of Judaiſin, concern- 
ing God's Providence towards his ancient People, 
in rejecting the greateſt Part of them, upon their 
Refuſal to embrace the Chriftian Doctrine; and 
in admitting the Gentile World to Favour, upon 
Is Compliance with the Overtures thereof, pro- 
| poſedin the Goſpel. In this Proceeding thoſe In- 
| dels could not diſcern Gop's Hand, nor would 
allow ſuch a Diſpenſation worthy of Him, advan- 


Cing 


0 


kind: Such Reaſons 


eing ſeveral Exceptions againſt it : Gop (faid Gay) 
having eſpouſed and conſecrated us to Himſelf; 
having to our Fathers, in Regard to their Piety, 
made ſo abſolute Promiſes of Benediction on their 
Poſterity ; how can it conſiſt with his Wiſdom, . 
with his Juſtice, with his Fidelity, with his Con- 
ſtancy, to .abandon us? Doth not this Dealin 
argue his former Aﬀections to have been mib irre 
doth it not implead his ancient Covenant; doth it 
not ſupplant his own Defigns, and unravel all that 
He for ſo many Ages hath been doing? Upon ſuch 
Accounts did this Diſpenſation appear very 
and ſcandalous to them : But St. Paul, being in- 
fallibly aſſured of its Truth, undertakes to vindi- 
cate it from all Miſpriſions, rendring a fair Ac- 
count of it, and aſſigning for it many ſatiſ- 
factory Reaſons, drawn from the general Equity 
of the Caſe, from the Nature of Gop, his Attri- 
butes, and his Relations to Men; from the Con- 
Fran of this Proceeding to the Tenour of Gop's 
rovidence, to his moſt ancient Purpoſes, to the 
true Intent of his Promiſes, to his expreſs Declara- 
tions and Predictions; to the State of Things in 
the World, and the preſſing Needs of all - 
U ſay which I have not Time 
explicitly to relate) doth the Apoſtle produce in 
Favour of this great Diſpenſation ; which ſufficed 
to clear it from all their Objections ; yet notwith- 
ſtanding, after he had ſteered his Diſcourſe through 
all theſe Rocks he thought it ſafe to caſt Anchor; 
winding up the Conteſt in this modeſt Intimation, 
that whatever he could ſay, might not perhaps 
exhauſt the Difficulty, that therefore in this and in 
all ſuch Caſes, for entire Satisfaction, we ſhould 
have Recourſe to the incomprehenſible Wiſdom of 
Gop, who frequently in the Courſe oſ his Provi- 
dence doth at upon Grouiider ane ordereth Things 
in Methods tranſcending our Ability to diſcover 
Vor XXXV Aa or 


or trace; To conſider ſome. Cauſes, and Reaſon; 
of which Incomprehenſibility, and to ground there- 
a po {ome practical Advices will be the Scope of my 


Dilcourle ; The Reaſons may be theſe: . _. 


1 td | 
wot v- 2a0t aw. . yh villa 
i, As the, Dealings of wiſe Men ſometimes are 
founded upon Maxims,, and admit Juſtifications 
not obvious, nor penetrable by vulgar, Minds, ſo 
max Gon act according to Rules of Wiſdom and 


Juſtice ; which it may be impoſſible. by our Facul- 
dies to apprehend, tine een 2 A Lite ul 1:14 i 


nn een 44. toi $362 Ene 
As there are natural Modes of Being and Oper- 
ation (ſuch as Gop's neceſſary Lol kickence, his 
Production of Things from Nothing, his Eternity 
| n Succeſſion, his Immenſity without Exten- 
ſion, his Preſcience without Neceſſitation of Events, 
His ever aclings but never changing; and the like) 
ſo there may be prudential and moral Rules af pro- 
ceeding far above our Reach; ſo Gon Himſelf tel- 
. Jeth us : As the Heavens are higher than the Earth, 
fa are , my Ways higher than your Mays, and ny 
e than your Thoughts. Some of them we 
may be uncapable to know, becauſe of our finite 
Nature : 10 being peculiar Objects of Divine 
Wiſdom, and not to be underſtood by any Crea: 
tue; Eo as Gor cannot impart the. Power of 
"doing all e poſſible, ſo may He not commu- 
anicate the Faculty of knowing all Things intelligi- 
ble that being indeed to ungod Himſelf, or to 
"deprive Himſelf of his Peerleſs 8 in Wiſ⸗ 
dom; hence is He ſtiled the only wiſe Gop ; hence 
He chargeth the Angeli with Folly z hence the moſt 
Mluminate Seraphim veil their Faces before Him, 
6 abt Fob lanats pitt TÄ | 
TX THER ſuch Rules we may not he able to per- 
geive from the Meanneſs of our Nature, or our 


bow Renk among Creatures; fer beneath Omni. 
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ſeience there being innumerable Forms of Intelli- 
gence, in the loweſt of theſe we ſit, one Remove 
from Beaſts ; being endowed with "Capacities, ſui- 
tuble to that inferiour Station, and to thoſe meaner 
Employments, for which we were- deſigned, and 
framed ; whence our Mind hath a Pitch, beyond 
which it cannot ſoar ; and Things clearly intelli- 
gible to more noble Creatures, moving in a higher 
Orb, may be dark and inexplicable to us: As an 
Angel of Gov, jo is my LORD the King, to diſcern 
Good and Bad, was an Expreflivn importing this 
Diſference, how tnoſe glorious Creatures overte p 
ing Chagrin” 52 1759 2g : 
Aso divers Notions, not fimply paſſing our 
Capacity to know, we are not yet in Condition to 
know, by Reafon of our Circumſtances here, m 
this dark Corner of Things, to which we are con? 
fined, and wherein we lie under many Diſadvan-“ 
tages 'of attaining Knowlege: He that is ſhut up 


in a cloſe Place, and can only peep through Chinks, 


who ſtandeth in a Valley, and hath his Proſpect 
intercepted, who is cncempaſſed with Fogs, wit6 
hath but a duſky Light to view Things by, Whose 
Eyes are weak or fou!, how can he fee much or 
far, how can he difcern Things remote, minute, 
or ſubtle, clearly and diſtinctiy? Such is 'our Caſe; 
our Mind is pent up” in the Body, and Touketh 
only through thoſe Clefts, by which Objects ſttike 
our Senſe. Its Intuition is limited within” af very 
fmall Compaſs; it reſideth in an Atmoſphere of 
Fancy, ſtuffed with Exhalations from Temper, 
Appetite, Paſſion, Intercft ; its Light is feant and 


* faint (for Senſe and Experience” reach only ſore 


few groſs Matters of Fact, Eight infuſed, and Re- 
velation imparted tô us, proceed in Meaſures fixt 
by Gp) our Ratiocinition conſequently Froth 
fuch Principles muſt be'verytort* and defective ; 
( Fe TS. nor 


nor are our Minds ever thoroughly ſound- or pure 
and defecate from Prejudices ; hence no Wonder, 
that now we are wholly ignorant of divers great 
Truths, or have but a glimmering Notion of them, 
which we may, and hereafter ſhall come ſully and 
clearly to underſtand : So that even Apoſtles, the 
ies of Heaven, might fay, Le know in Part, 
and we propheſy in Part; Ie now fee through a Glaſs 
darkly, but then Face to Face. | . 


In fine, thoſe Rules of Equity or Expedience, 
which we uſe in our Tranſactions with one ano- 
ther (being derived from our original Inclinations 
to like ſome Things, or from Notions ſtamped 
on our Soul, when Gop made us according to 
his Image, from common: Experience, from any 
Kind of rational Collection, from the Preſcription 
of Gopr's Word) if they be applied to the Deal- 
ings of God, will be found very incongruous, or 

ient ; the Caſe being vaſtly altered from that 
infinite Diftance in Nature and State between 
God and us; and from the immenſe Differences 
which his Relations toward us have from our Re- 
lations to one another. 


WHEREFORE in divers Enquiries about Provi- 
dence, to which our Curioſity will ſtretch itſelf, 
it is impoſſible for us to be reſolved, and launch- 
Ing into them we ſhall ſoon get out of our Depth, 

fo as to ſwim in Diſſatisfaction, or to fink into 
Diſtruſt: Why Gop made the World at ſuch an 
Inftant, no ſooner or later ; why He made it thus, 
not exempt from all Diſorder ; why He framed 
Man (the Prince of viſible Creatures) ſo fallible 
and frail, ſo prone to Sin, ſo liable to Miſery; 
why ſo many Things happen, offenſive to Him; 
why his Gifts are diſtributed with ſuch Inequality; 
ſach Queſtions we are apt to Pans anger 
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+bate.;” but the Reſolution of them our Mind per- 
haps was not made to apprehend; however in this 
tate we by no Means can come at it; it at leaſt 


being kept among — wy of which it is 
Lo 


ſaid, Secret Things belong unto the LORD our Gon, 
in Diſtinction from others, about which it is ad- 
ded, But: thoſe, that are revealed belong unto us, 
and to aur. Children | for cueer. 


t di air ol bommraoog e 2" 228 
= i ſuch Caſes the abſolute Will, the ſovereign 
Author AY the pure Liberality of Gop ſupply the 
Place of Reaſons, ſufficient,. if not to ſatisfy the 


* 


Minds, of Men fondly, curious, yet to ſtop the 


Mouths of thoſe, who are | boldly peremptorys 
which are alledged, not with the Intent to imply 
that Gop ever acteth unaccountably, or without 
higheſt Reaſon ; but that ſometimes his, Methods 
of acting are not fit Subjects of our Conception or 
Diſcuſſion; for otherwhile Gop appealeth to the 


Verdict of our Reaſon; when the Caſe is ſuch 


of it, may conduce to good Purpoſes. e 


1 
2. As the ſtanding Rules of God's acting. fo 
the occaſional Gryunds thereof are commonly 


that we can apprehend it, and the Apprehenſion 


ſion. inne 


4 
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Gop is obliged to proſecute his own Decrees 5 
working all Ti ings (as the Apoſtle ſaith) according 
to the Counſel of bis own Mill; which how can we 
any- wife- come to diſcover? Can we climb up ay 
bove the Heaven of Heavens, and there unlock 
his Cloſet, rifile his Cabinet, ' and. peruſe the Re- 
cords of everlaſting: Deſtiny, by which the World 
is governed? No; Vo knoweth his Mind, or bath 
been his-Counſeilor © ho (faith the Prophet} hath 


and hcard his Nord? S 1807 1130] 
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placed beyond the Sphere of our Appftehen- 
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en; He doth weigh their Spirits, and 'their 
— 8 their Frame 1 He doth un- 
thet s afar of; He 'perceiveth 

* their cloſeſt Intentions, 42 | in 
ces, their moſt retired Behaviours; He conſe- 

_ quently is acquainted with their true Qualifica- 
tions, Capacities and Merits ; unto which He 
moſt juſtly and wiſely doth accomodate his Deal- 
ings with them; which therefore muſt often 
thwart the Opinions and Expectations of us, who 
are ignorant of thoſe Particulars, and can only 
view the exteriour Face or Semblance of Things : 
For (as Samuel ſaid in the caſe of preferring David 
before his Brethren) Gop ſeeth not as Man ſeth; 
for Man looketh an the outward Appearance, but 
Gon looketh on the Heart. Ss, | 


. Gop alſo hath a perfect Foreſight of contingent 
Events ; He ſeeth upon 'what Pin each Wheel 
moveth, and with what Weight every Scale will 
be turned: He diſcerneth all the Connexions, all 
the Entanglements of Things, and what the Re- 
ſult will be upon the Combination, or the Claſh- 
ing of numberleſs Cauſes; in Correſpondence to 
which Perceptions He doth order Things conſiſ- 
tently, and conveniently ;. whereas we being ffark 
blind, or very dim-fighted in ſuch Reſpects (ſee- 
ing nothing future, and but few Things preſent) 
cannot apprehend what is fit and feaſible ;' or why 
that is done, which appeareth done to us. 


Go obſerveth in what Relations, and what 
of Compariſon (as to their Natures their 

' Virtues, their Conſequences) all Things "ſtand, 
each toward others ; ſo poiſing them in the Ba- 
lance of right Judgment, as exactly to diſtinguiſh 
their juſt Weight ; whereas we cannot = "ang 
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them into the Scale, we are unapt to make due 
Allowances, we are unable to diſcern which Side 


_ doth overweigh : In the immenſe Variety of Ob- 
jects, our Knowledge. extends to few Things eli- 


e, nor among them can we pick out the beſt 
— for our Choice: Hence often muſt 


we be at a great Loſs in ſcanning the Deſigns, or 
ng the ns of Providence. ; 


Ws: are alſo uncapable roughly to 1 
the Ways of Providence from our moral Defects, 
from our Stupidity, our Slath, our Temerity, 


our Impatience, our Impurity of Heart, our Per- 


verſeneſs of Will and Affections: We have not 
the Perſpicacity to eſpy the ſubtile Tracts, and 
ſecret Reſerves of Divine Wiidom ; we have not 
— Induſtry, with ſteady A plication of Mind, 


rd and meditate on Gop's Works; we 


— not the Temper and Patience to wait upon 
Gop, until He diſcover Himſelſ in the Accom- 
pliſhment of his Purpoſes; we have not that 
bleſſed Purity of Heart, which is requiſite to the 


faing Gop in his ſpecial Diſpenſations ; we have 


= that Rectitude of Will, and Government of 
r Paſſions, as not to he ſcandalized at what 
Go doeth, if it thwarteth our Humour; fuch 
Defects are obſervable even in good Men; who 
therefore have miſapprehended, have diſreliſhed, 
= murmured at the Proceedings of Gon; we 
t inſtance in Fob, in David, in Elias, in Je- 
— in the holy Apoſtles themſelves; by whoſe 
Speeches and Deportments in ſome Caſes it may 
appear, how difficult it is for us, who have Eyes 
7 Fliſb (as Jab ſpeaketh) and Hearts too not quite 
eed of Carnalies to ſee through, or ſully to ac- 
ewe, in the Dealings of Gop. 


IT 
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to compare, we know not how to put 
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Ir is indeed a Diſteinper incident to us} which 


we can hardly ſhun, or cure, that we are apt to 


meaſure the Equity and Expedience of Things ac- 


cording to our Opinions and Paſſions 3 affecting 
conſequently to impoſe on Gon our ſilly Imagina- 
tions as Rules of his Proceedings, and to conſti 
tute Him the Executioner of our ſorry Paſhons } 
what we conceit fit to be dune, that we take-Gop 
bound to perform; when we feel outſelves ſtirred; 
then we preſume Gop muſt be a- like concerned: 
To our Apprehenſions, every flight Incenveni- 
ence is a huge Calamity, every Scratch of For- 
tune is a ghaſtly” Wound; Gop therefore, we 
think, ſhould have prevented it, or muſt preſent- 
remove it; every pitiful Bauble, every trivial 
ccomodation is a Matter of high Conſequence, 
which if G&D withhold, we are ready to clamour 
on Him; and wail as Children for Want of 2 
Trifle.” Are we ſoundly angry? Then Fire muft 
teme dewn from Heaven, then Thunderbolts mult 
fly about. Are we pleaſed ? Then Showers of Bleſ- 
fings muſt deſcend on the Heads, Floods of Wealth 
run into the Laps of our Favourites; otherwiſe we 
are not ſatisfied ; and ſcarce can deem Gop a- 
wake, or mindful of his Charge. We beyond 
Meifure hate or deſpiſe ſome Perſons, and to 
thoſe Gop muſt not afford any Favour, any 


Mercy. We exceſſively admire or dote on others; 


and thoſe Gop muſt not touch or croſs; if He doth 
not proceed thus, He is in Danger to forfeit his 


Authority: He muſt hardly be allowed to govern 


the World, in caſe He will not ſquare his Admi- 
niſtrations to our fond Conceit, or froward Hu- 
mour: Hence no Wonder, that Men often are 
fumbled about Providence; for GOD will not 


rule according to the ir Fancy or Pleaſure; nei- 


ther indeed could He do fo, if He would, their 
& | 5 Judgment 
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Judgments: and their Deſires. being infinite va- 


rious, inconſiſtent and repugnant. Again, 


4. The Nature of thoſe Inftruments, which. 
Divine Providence doth uſe in Adminiſtration of 


human Affairs, hindreth us from diſcerning it: It 
is an Obſervation among Philaſepbers, that the 
Footſteps of Divine Wiſdom are, to Excluſion of 
Doubt, far mere conſpicuous in. the Works of 
Nature, than in the Management of our Affairs; 
ſo that ſome, who by Contemplation of natural 
Appearances were convinced of Gop's Exiſtence, 
and his Protection of the World, refleting on the 


Courſe of human  TranſaRions, have ſta ed 


into Diſtruſt, whether a Divine Wiſdom doth fit, 
at the Helm of our Affairs: Many hardly would 
admit Gop to be concerned in them, but ſuppoſed. 
Him te commit their Conduct to a caſual Fluau- 
ation of obvious Cauſes: One great Reaſon of 
this Difference may be, that whereas the Inſtru- 
ments of Divine Power in Nature are in them- 
ſelves merely paſſive, or act only as they are acted 
by pure Neceſſity (as a Pen in Writing, or a Hams 


mer in Striking) being thence determinate, uni- 
ſorm, conſtant, and certain in their Operation; 


whenever any Footſteps of Counſel, any Tenden- 
ey to an End, and Deviation from the common 

rats; of Motion do appear, ſuch Effects can - 
not reaſonably be imputed merely to natural Cau- 


ſes, but to a Superior Wiſdom, wielding them 


in ſuch a Manner, and ſteering them to ſuch 2 
Mark : But the viſible Engines of Providence in 
our Affairs are ſelf- moving Agents, working with 
Knowledge and Choice; which, as in themſelves 
they are indeterminate, irregular and uncertain, 
ſo they may be diverſified in numberleſs unac- 
countable Ways, according to various Repreſen- 
tations of Objects, or by Influence of divers _ 
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ciples"inclining . to judge and” ehvlſe* deity 
"Temper, Humour, Paſſion, Prejudice, Cuſtom, 
Example, together with Contingencies of Occa- 
ſion (depending on like Principles in adjacent free 
Cauſes) move, ſingly or combinedly, in Wa s 
ſo implicate, to the Production of fo various 

vents, that nothing hardly can fall out, which 
may not with ſome plauſible Colour be derived 
from ſome one of thoſe Sources, or from a 


Complication of them: Nothing can appear ſo 


uncourh or extravagant, which may not be father- 
ed on ſume Fetch 5 Wit, or ſome Hit of Pancy, 
ſome Capricio of Humour, ſome Tranſport of 
Paſſion, ſome Tupky" Advantage, or on divers of 
thoſe conſpiring; wWhence in accounting for the 
Reaſon of ſuch Vente, Men deem they may leaye 
out Providence, as ſuperfluous; eſpecially conſi- 
gering, that uſually Diforders' and Defects, only 
imputable to Man' 8 Wal, A and further 
fuch Events: 1 e 
ai zun nen i nee wort) to 3927 
Fox Inſtance; what other: Cauſe n! many 
think needſul to aſſign for the Conveyance of Jo. 
feph into Egypt, than the Envy of his Brethren; 
for Shimei's reviling David, than his baſe Malig- 
nity ; for David's numbring the People, than his 
wanton Pride; for Jerobaam's Revolt, than his 
unruly Ambition; for Job's being robbed; than 
the theeviſh Diſ oofiticn of the Arabs; for his beirg 
Tiſeaſcd, than a Redundance of bad Hamours; 
for our Lon p's ſuffering, than the ſpiteful Rage 
of the Fewih Rulers and People; together with 
the treacherous Avarice of Fudas,” and the cvr- 
rupt Eaſineſs of Pilate? Vet theſe Events, are dl 
of them; aſcribed to Gop's Hand, and ſpe ci 
Ordination: but Men could not Tee," or wow it 
n them: What Nees will 5 ever — 
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ſuch Caſes to ce A 8 Aid, when * 4 
Mien ſuffice? | | 


| bp InpEED, as 4n REEL the Influences of 
; Heaven, and of — Cauſes, fo commonly in 
i the Produdtian of theſe Events, divine and human _ | 
N Agency are ſo knit and twiſted one with the other, 
that it is not op to diſcriminate them, ſo as to 
} 


ſever the Bounds of common and. ſpecial Provi- 
dence; or to diſcern what Gop performeth by 
natural Inſtruments, what by ſuperior Efficacy; | 
when the Balance turneth on our Inclinations, | 
f when it is caſt from a Grainjthrown in by Divine | 
: Tnterpofition ; The Management of theſe Affairs | 
e being a Conſort, wherein Gop's Wiſdom bear- 
5 eth one Part, Man's F ree- will playeth another ; 
Occaſion alſo Strikes in, we not ſeeing the frſt, 
e prone to aſcribe all the Harmony to the laſt, 
1 which are moſt. obtiens, N ha $euinr 5 


6. THE more apt we are to Fa thus, becauſe the . 
Manner. of Divine Efficacy is ever very ſoſt ang Bf 
gentle: Gon diſpoſeth 1 hings fertitir & ſuaviter, 
lo as to perform what He deſigneth, but in the moſt | 
$ ſweet and. eaſy Way: His Providence doth not | 
8 hurry along like an impetuous Torrent; but | 
MW glideth on a8 ſmooth, and ſtill Current, with an | 
n BW irrefiſtible, but imperceptibleForce carrying Things 
„don therewith; without any Clatter, by a Nod 
his Head, by a; Whiſper of his 4 bi by A 
„e Turn of his Hand, He doth effect his ara 
ch winding up a cloſe Spring, He ſetteth the greateſt 
*. Wheels in Motion, and thrufting. in an inlenſible 
A! Spoke He ſtoppeth the greateſt Wheels i in their Ca- 
ial reer; ag an der Thought, exciting a, Humour, 
it MW preſenting an Occaſion, infinuating a petty Acct- 


in dent, He bringeth about the moſt notable Events. 
ch He doth ſo faſbion the Hearys: of Men, ſo manage 


their Hands, ſo guide their Steps, that even they 
who are ated by Him cannot feel the leaſt Tou 

upon them. For the King's Heart is in the Hand 
of the LorD, as the Rivers of Water be turneth it 
"whereſoever he will ; that is, by ſecret Pipes, by 
obſcure Channels, Gop conveyeth the Minds and 
Wills of the greateſt Perſons (the chief Engines of 
his Providence) unto ſuch Points of Reſolution as 
_ "He pleaſeth ; ſo that they ſeem to flow thither of 
their own Accord, without any exterior Direction: 
Hence his moſt effectual Operations ſlip by us with- 
out making Impreffion on our Minds, which are 
-wont to apprehend Things, as with a groſs Palpa- 
_ bility they incur the Senſes ; ſo that the Preacher, 
comparing the Methods of Providence with the moſt 
occult Proceedings in Nature, might well ſay, 4. 
- thou knoweft not the Way of the Spirit, nor how the 
: Bones de grow in the Womb of ber that is with Child, 
fo thou hnoweft not the Works of GoD, who maketh 
all. Again, 4.2 


7. Gop in his Progreſs toward the Atchieve- 
ment of any Deſign, is not wont to go in the moſt 
diret and compendious Ways, but commonly 
- windeth about, and taketh a large Compaſs, en- 
folding ſeveral other co-incident Purpoſes, ſome 
whereof may be no lefs confiderable, than is that 
which we deem moſt neceſſary: But this Courſe 
ſeemeth tedious to us, who have not the Wit to 
perceive that Complication of Ends, nor the Tem- 
per to wait for the Completion of them. If Gon, 
when we ſeem to need, doth not inſtantly appear 
in our Favour; if He doth not preſently vindicate 
Truth and Right; if He doth not nip wicked De- 
. in the Bud; if for a while He ſuffereth the 
Tabernacles of Robbers to profper, and Iniguity to lift 
"x its Horns; then He is in a Slumber, quite unmind- 
| ul and infenfible of us; then He rages 
RIC 7Þ Face, 
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Face, or doch behold what paſſeth as an -uncon- 
cerned r: then He ſtandeth aloof, unready 
to belp us; then doth He hold off his Hand, not 
meddling in our Affairs: In ſuch Caſes we are apt 
to cry 9 Eftit ubi 6 ſuperi How long, O Loxn, 
wilt Thou forget? Foto long wilt Thou 2 thy Face? 
ORD, how long wilt Thou look on? ' Awake, why 
ft Thou, O Loxp? Why fande Thou afar 
tithdrawe/t Thou thy Hand? Pluck it 
;f hy Beſom urn, 0 RD, how long ? 
uct are our Prayers, ſuch our Expoſtulations; ſo 


is our blind Impatience prone to murmur ; not con- 


ſidering how many Defigns God is 
on in a calm and f iy Pace by wel ate 


Steps, all which in due Seaſon, when they are ripe 
for Accompliſhment, ſhall undoubtedly be effected; 
for the Lox p {as St. Peter faith) is not flack con- 
cerning his Promiſe, as- ſome Men count Slackneſs, 
but tis ng ſuffering toward all Men; that is, 
certginl will expreſs his faithful Beni ty toward 
en, yet fo as alſo to extend His merciful 
tience toward others; He ſo will tender the In- 
tereſts of ſome, as concurrently to procure the 
Welfare of all, and accordingly will time his Pro- 
ceedings, allowing the Leifure and Opportunities 
requiſite thereto : He can, although we cannot, 
Tait to be gracious; for as in Him there are no Paſ- 
fions to _— ipitate Action, fo to Him Ps 
ſenſible Differences of Time, One Day bei nb fas | 


8. * Gov (as is the of ay 
wiſe Agent) is wont to act variouſly, according to 
— State and Circumſtances of Things, or to the 

Diſpoſitions and Capacities of Perſons ; fo as to do 


as one D 


the ſame N different Ends, and different 


: the 


—_ to 2 
Vor. XXXV. 5 * 


gon  SERMONS;08-. 
to ſeveral Uſes, and by, ſeveral Inſtruments to work 


7 Purpoſe: So He afflicteth good Men out of 
Lov 


ove, for Trial and Improvement of their Virtues; 
bad Men in Diſpleaſure, to illuſtrate his Power and 
Juſtice on them; He encoura and bleſſeth the 


one, He puniſheth and curſeth the other with 


Proſperityz He reclaimeth both from Error and Sin 
by either of theſe Methods, as their Temper and 
their Circumſtances, require: Whence it is very 
difficult. for us ever from the Kind of Accidents 
befalling Men to divine how far Gop is concerned 
in them, or to what particular Scope they are aim- 


ed; ſo that well might the Preacher, upon a care- 


ful Obſervation of ſuch Occurrences, , eſtabliſh this 
Rule, No Man knoweth Love, ar Hatred (that is, 
the ſpecial Regard of Gon toward Men) by. all that 
7s before them ; becauſe. all Things come alike to all, 
there is one Event to the Righteous and to the Wicked, 
Farther, Go St ALS; JFC BT © les 


9. THERE are different Ends which Providence 


in various Order and Meaſure doth. purſue, which 
. we by Reaſon, of our dim Sight and ſhort Proſpect 
cannot deſcry: Gop, as the univerſal and perpetual 
Governor of the World, in his Diſpenſation of 


Things, reſpecteth not only the Good of this or 


that Perſon, of one Nation, or one Age; but often 
(in ſome. Degree varying, that, or taking Care. for 
it in a leſs remarkable Way) hath a provident Re- 


of the World, of Poſterity ; as He ordered. his 


gard to the more extenſive Good of a whole People, 


Friend Abraham to wander in a range Land for 


the Benefit of his Seed; Joſeph to be fold, calum- 
niated, and fettered for the Preſervation of his Fa- 
milly; our Lon p to ſuffer thoſe grievous Things 
for the Redemption of Mankind; the  Zews to be 

rejected for the Salvation of the Gentiles : In ſuch 
Caſes purblind Men obſerving Events to croſs or 
0 * 1 1 „ ticu 
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ticular and preſent Ends, but not being aware how 
conducible they may prove to general, remote, and 
pore important Deſigns, can, hardly be ſatisfied 
how Go6p ſhould be concerned in them; the pre- 


ſent, or that which _— is all that we 


can or will 'confider, and therefore muſt be ill 
Judges of what is done by all- prov ident Wiſdom. | 


10. Ac Alx, Gop permitteth Things bad in 
their on Nature, with egard to their inſtrumen- 
tal Uſe and Tendency; for often the worſt Things 
may be ordinable to the beſt Ends; Things = 
bitter may work pleaſant Effects; upon the wild 
Stock Divine Huſbandry can ingraft excellent Fruit: 
Sin really, and Suffering reputedly are the worſt 
Evils, yet even from them much Glory to, Gop, 
and great Benefit to Men may accrue. Even from 
the moſt wicked Act that ever was committed, from 
the moſt lamentable Event that ever happened, 
Fruits admirably glorious, and immenſiy beneficial 
ſprung; 9 — ufually ſo blind are we as to be offend- 
ed at ſuch Things, and from them to raiſe Excep- 


trons againſt Providence. 
. e 1 1 1 & 4 


-- 


. 11, ALso the Expediency of Things to be per- 
mitted or croſſed, doth frequently conſift not in 
themſelves fingly taken, as particular Ads or E- 
vents; but in their Reference to others, with which 
they may become ſubſervient toward a common 
End; fo that divers Things, in themſelves extreme 
ly bad, may by Combination or Collifion engender 
| od Effe,; and thence prove fit Weapons or 
ools of Providence; as the moſt deadly Poiſons 
may be ſo mixed, that curbing one anothers Force 
they may conſtitute an harmlefs Maſs,” ſometimes a 
wholfome Medicine: But we, poring on theims 
ple Ingredients,” and not conſidering how they ma 
be tempered,” or how applied by a ſkilful Handy 
13 W bk 2 can 
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intricate, may be attributed to the Vu 14 af 
divers good Accounts deſigning it 85 Tacks 
erily (faith the Prophet) Then art LL Sas, 
ba Thyſelf, O 2. of Iſrael : | 


Gon ary doth not intend. to exert bi 
Hand — hg for that w. Peril 
Interpoſition of his Hand is in . e > Mile, 
ur mounting the natural Power, or thwarting the 
ordinary Courſe of inferior Cauſes) it doth-not be- 
come. Him to proſtitute his miraculous Power, or 
to. exert it otherwiſe than upon ſingular Occaſions, 
and for moſt weighty Cauſes: It is not conformable 
to the Tenor of his Adminiſtrations .to..convince 
Mien againſt their Will, or by irreſiſtible Evidence 
t wring Perſuaſion ſrom ſtubborn and flupid 
Minds 3 but to exerciſe the Wiſdum, and to prove 
the — of well · diſpoſed Perſons, who upon 
competent Intimations, ſhall be capable to ſpell out, 
| _ forward to ons his W * 

. 


13. He will noe . forth | in \ Dico 
(ths as to dazzle, to confound our w a 
therefore he veileth his Face with a Cloud, a 
wrappeth his Power in ſome Obſcurity ; therefore 
Clouds and Darkneſs are round about Hin; He 
maketh Darkneſs bis ſecret Places His Pavilion 
r eee ts 4 ,. ond thee od 


8 . jmprove 
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more believed; Faith never riſing higher, than 
whe it doth four 0 Ole, beyond our Sight 
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dur aich, being the leſs ſeen, that He may be the 


«aa n er LET . on OPTI.” OILS 1 


rr 


C17 hoods ͤ . W Ä A4% 1 


many Oecurrences, croſs to our vulgar Notions, 
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when we can approve Gop's Wiſdom and Juſtice 
in Occurrences ſurmounting our Conceit; when 
we can rely upon Gdp's Word and Help, although 
the Stream of his ee ſeemeth Ib crols ou? 


Hopes. 1x8? 64 H 4425! „ ehm 
„ „ e443: 0325 OS N J ts TJERFT 


rs. Ir is fit al, that Gob Would iQ m 

Times deſignedly in Ways ſurpaſſing our . 
henſion, and apt to baffle or puzzle our Reaſon, 
that He may appear Gop indeed, infinitely tran- 
ſcending us in Perfection of Wiſdom and Juſtice; 
or that we comprehending the Reaſon of his Act. 
ings,” may not imagine our Wiſdom comparable, 
our Juftice commenſurate to His; yea that we in 
thoſe Reſpects exceed him; for “ That (as Ter- 


_ 4 ftullian diſcourſeth) which may be ſeen, is "leſs 


& than the Eyes that ſurvey it; that which may be 

* comprehended, is leſs than the Hands that E 
«it; that which may be valued, is Teſs than the 
« Senſes which rate it:?“ It is Gop's being ineſti- 
mable that makes him worthily eſteemed ;* his being 
incomprehenſible, rendereth im adorable, aug 


16. Tur Obſcurity of Providence doth indeed 
conciliate an awful Reverence toward it; for 
Darkneſs" naturally raifeth a Dread of inviſible 
Powers; we uſe to go on tremblingly, when we 
cannot ſee far about us; we regard none ſo much 
as thoſe, whoſe Wiſdom we find to over - reach ours, 
and whoſe Intentions we cannot found : It was E- 
Bb“ Obſervation, With Gop is terrible 2 
the Almighty we cannot farts owr'; 3 
therefare fear Him. 2SPV' 1064 


17. IT is alſo requiſite, that Gov ſhould diſpoſe 


and offenſive to our carnal Senſe, © that we may 
COP be prompted: to think of Gop,- — 


Bb 3 


engaged to mark Him interpoſing in our 
Affairs: Men from diſorderly and ſurpriſing Acci- 
dents prepoſterouſly conceive any on about = wr 


dence, as if i Thi 
amiſs 9 ſuch ky kid 


——— 0s SR.” 9 erg it, they 
| for if 
— 3 de the Motions of 
9 wal in a ſmooth Courſe; without any Rub or 

iſturbance, Men commonly would no more think 
= ag than they do when they behold: the Sun 
| the 1 the Sea flowing; they 

| — . epend on his Protection, or have Re- 
arſe to Hin for Succour: It 2 DifGculty and 
Diſtreſs ſeizing them, which Men to im- 
Gon for 2 n them to ſee 
is Hand reaching 


e Teh Gow. thin Ela 
Again, 


18. ea che ene Cong of - 
ce 2 — — clear and ſatiſ · 
factory, that we may be well aſſured. concerning 2 


future Account, and forced in our Thoughts to 


recur thither for a Reſolution of all ſuch emergent. 
Doubts and Difficulties ; for if all Accounts were 


Virtue were duly crowned,. and Vice: —— 
== who would hope or fear an Aﬀter-Rec- 
ng 


or final Iſſue ere: Thi 
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our Opinion about ſuch Matters, allowing 
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now are doing and not 


done, in a Progreſs and. Tendency toward ſome- 
what beyond, not in 2 State of Conſiſtence and 


perfection; this not being the Place of deciding. 


Cauſes, ot diſpenſing Rewards ;. but a State of Pro- 
bation, of Work, of Travel,, of. Combat, of run- 
ning for the Prise, of ſowing toward the Haryeſt; 


2 State of. Liberty to follow our own Choice, and 
to lay the Ground of our Doom; of falling into 


Sing and of riſing thence by Repentance; of Gop's 
exerciſing Patience, and exhibiting Mercy: Where- 
fore as we cannot well judge of an artificial Work. 
by its firſt oy ts, or of a Poem by a few Scenes, 
but muſt ſtay till all be finiſhed. or acted through; 
ſo we — he clearly diſcern the entire Con- 

ity of providential Diſpenſations to the Divine 


— ; the Cataſtrophe or utmoſt Reſolution of 


Things is the general Judgment, wherein the deep 
Wiſdom, the exact Juſtice, the perfect Goodnet 
of Gop will be diſplayed to the full Satisfaction or 
Conviction of all Men ; when God's Honour will 


be thoroughly vindicated, his deſpiſed Patience and. 


abuſed Grace will be avenged ; every Caſe will be 
rightly tried, every Work will be juſtly recom- 
penced,. all Accounts will be ſet freight; z in the 
mean Time divers Things muſt occur unaccount- 


able to us, looking upon Things as they now ſtand: 


abſolutely before us, without Reference to that: 
Day: Conſidering this may induce us to ſuſſ — 


to go through with his Work before we — 2 ity. 
not being ſo quick and precipitate as to foreſtall his 
Judgment ;: and . we but obſerve that 


— Advice of St. Paul, Fudge Nothing before 


the Time, wntill the LORD come, our chief Doubts 


would be reſolved, our ſhrewdeſt AY” * 


2 


9. 


4 are the chief Reaſons of vY Point: Di- 
tical Applications may be male; , which 
the ime will but allow me to name. 


1 Ir Bd tender ws mode and fober, in our 
Jug ert about providential Occurrences, not pre- 
tending thoroughly to know the Reaſons of Gop's 


for it is plainly ſond Arrogance or profane Impoſ- 
ture to aſſume perfect Skill in that which palſeth 
dur Capacity to learn. — 

2. Tr ſhould and 0 us Bene _ TRI of 
grounding Judgment or Cenſure upon preſent E- 
vents. about any Cauſe, or any Perſon; for it is 
notorious Temerity to paſs Sentence upon Grounds 
Ie of Evidence, — | 


. wy * 4 1 


8 Ta Ir ſhould. repreſs wanton \Cariofity, which 
may tranſport us beyond our Bounds, in Specula- 
tion of theſe Myſteries ; ſo that we ſhall loſe' our 

Labour and Time, ſhall diſeompoſe our Minds, 

ſhall plunge ourſelves ints vain Errors, or {000mm 
Doubts. | 


4 Te ſhould ** us el Confideriee file ov 
ou Wiſdom ; for how can we conceit highly of 
that, or much confide i in if, which we find fo un- 


able to penetrate the Reaſon of moſt common and 


obvious Appearances ; ſo non- in its Inquiries, 
ſo defeated in its Expos babe, in its 


Judgments of Things ? 


F. Ir ſhould pteſerve us ar Infidelity; and 
from Deſpair upon Account of any croſs Accidents 
occurring here; for it is unreaſonable to diſbelieve 
a. Notion, otherwiſe well grounded, becauſe we 


connce anſwer Scruples or Cavils drawn from Mat- 
ters 


ngs, or to define the Conſequences of them; 


r r 


and tendeth to good Iſſue. + 3 n 
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ten inſerutable to us; it is, fooliſh to deſpair of a 
good Event, upon Appearances,, whereof w 


# 


not apprehend the full Reaſan, or final Reſult. 


6. IT, ſhould, prevent our taking Offence, or 
being diſcontented, at any, Eyents vifing up before. 
us; for to be diſpleaſed at that, which a ſuperior; 
Wiſdom, unſearchable to us, doth order, is to be 
diſpleaſed at we know not what, or why, which is 
childiſh Weakneſs; to fret and wail at that, which 
for all we can fee, proceedeth from good Inten 


WM 
8 S 129 one aA en 94 2901 LS v we 
7. Ir ſhould guard us from Security. or from 
preſuming upon Impunity for our Miſcarriages ; 

for ſeeing God doth not always clearly and 

diſcover fis Mind, it is vain from Gop's R 
neſs to conclude his Unconcernedneſs ; or becauſe 


He is now patient, that He never will be juſt in 


chaſtiſintz aur Offences, 


8. Ir ſhould quicken our Induſtry in obſerving 
and conſidering the Works of Providence ; for 
ſince they are not eaſily diſcernible, and the diſcern- 
ing them in ſome Meaſure is of great Uſe, it is 


BY 


needful that we be very diligent in Contemplation 


of them; the fainter our Light is, the more intent 
we ſhould be in Looking; the knottier the Subject, 
the more earneſt ſhould be our Study bn it. 


9. Ir. ſhould oblige us to be ciecumſpeR and 
wary in our Converſation; for the darker the Way 
is, the more cureſul ſiould be our Walking there- 
in, leſt we err, leſt we ſtumble, leſt we ftrike on 


* 


ſome what hurtful ta us ©. bl”... 
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10. Ir ſhouldenga w conſtantly to ſeek Goo. 
and to depend on Him, for the ion and 


tion, 


310 StxMons, Cc. 

Conduct of his Grace, which is the only Clew that 
can lead us ſafely through this intricats Ls 
of worldly Contingencies. 1 


11. Int fine, it ſhould cauſe bit) to "FM 
and adore that Wiſdom, which govertieth the World 
in Ways no leſs great and wonderful, than juſt and 
holy : For great and marvellous are thy It ort, O 
Loxy Gor Almighty: Fuft * rut « are re thy Way, 
* thou King of Saints. i 


Now unto the Ki ail ee e, 
the only wiſe GoD be. wr ad Gece fir any and 
ever. Amen. 
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ail Things tend 0 the Glory of Gos. 


Plalm Ixzvi. 10. Surely; the Wrath of Man 
ſhall praiſe Thee : The Remainder of Wrath 
Salt Thou refirain. — 285 m—— it 
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7 Of Love to Gov. 


Plalm exix. 136. Rivers of Waters run down 
nine Eyes; Becauſe they keep not thy Lato. 
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Phil. iv. x21 1 $ave learned: in whatever State 
$3 Jam, therewith to be content. — 129 
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